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    GILLIAN FLYNN




    AMERICAN AUTHOR




    

      	Born in Kansas City, Missouri in 1971.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Sharp Objects (2006), novel




          	
Dark Places (2009), novel


        


      


    




    Gillian Flynn began her writing career at U.S. News & World Report and then Entertainment Weekly as a journalist before losing her job at the latter in 2008. Since then, she has focused on fiction, with her novels Dark Places and Gone Girl being published in 2009 and 2012, respectively, and garnering scattered television and film credits in between and afterward.




    Her novels have brought a traditionally overlooked archetype into the limelight: the female villain, particularly of the diabolical and sociopathic sort. Considering the conventional female role is one of reliance on male leads (although in more recent years many writers have also made a conscious effort to challenge this trend by creating complex and independent, but nonetheless ‘good’, female characters), Flynn’s writing poses an interesting counterpoint. That is, no one really expects female characters to inhabit a truly, unapologetically villainous role – in this respect, Flynn writes against the grain of the many mystery writers before her.


  




  

    GONE GIRL




    NICK DUNNE’S WIFE DISAPPEARS, AND ALL THE EVIDENCE POINTS IN HIS DIRECTION




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Flynn, G. (2014) Gone Girl. New York City: Broadway Books.




      	
1st edition: 2012




      	
Themes: infidelity, mystery, family, psychology, society of the spectacle, manipulation


    




    On the morning of Nick Dunne’s fifth wedding anniversary, his wife, Amy, disappears, leaving behind only signs of a struggle. Initially his small town of Carthage, Missouri, is on his side, but his reactions to the event strike many as odd and off-putting. As investigators gather evidence, everything seems to point toward Nick – from a lack of an alibi, to exorbitant credit card expenditures, to an increased life-insurance policy, to an ongoing affair, to Amy’s diary entries detailing an emotionally abusive and, on rare occasions, violent Nick – but is he actually behind his wife’s disappearance?


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE DAY OF




    Nick Dunne wakes early on the morning of his fifth wedding anniversary. Despite a sense of foreboding, he says to himself that “it [is] a day for doing” (p. 8).




    Through a diary entry, we are shown Amy Elliot’s first encounter with Nick at a party for writers. The two instantly hit it off. These diary entries occur between every chapter in Nick’s perspective, and essentially provide a counterpoint to Nick’s internal narration and the image he projects.




    Nick returns home from working at a bar he co-owns with his twin sister Margot, and finds signs of a struggle — but does not find Amy. The police arrive at Nick’s house, and, seeing signs of a struggle, immediately call in detectives. The detectives, Rhonda Boney and Jim Gilpin, make a casual sweep of Nick’s house while asking him basic questions, to Nick’s internal agitation. The interview with Boney and Gilpin continues at the police station. Nick alerts Amy’s parents to her disappearance, and is told that his own father, whom he has long attempted to distance himself from, has briefly escaped again from his retirement home. Nick stays the night at Margot’s house.




    THE SEARCH BEGINS




    Nick, slightly hungover, attends a press conference regarding Amy’s disappearance. His temper is on a shorter fuse, to the point where he must tell himself: “Do not antagonize the cops” (p. 80). At the press conference, he meets his sister as well as Amy’s parents, Rand and Marybeth Elliott. Nick is utterly disoriented, and fumbles the conference. He reflexively does what he always does “to remind people [he] wasn’t a dick”: he flashes “a killer smile” (p. 87).
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