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    DONNA TARTT




    AMERICAN WRITER




    

      	Born in Mississippi (United States) in 1963.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
A Christmas Pageant (1993), short story




          	
The Little Friend (2002), novel




          	
The Goldfinch (2013), novel


        


      


    




    Donna Tartt is an American writer best known for her novels The Secret History (1992), The Little Friend (2002) and The Goldfinch (2013). She studied at the University of Mississippi and later Bennington College, under the guidance of novelist Barry Hannah (American novelist and short story writer, 1942-2010). She comes from a deeply literary family and has a particular interest in Classics. She often looks at guilt, social class and aesthetic beauty in her work, and her writing style is verbose yet gripping as she skilfully creates characters who are intriguing in their sophistication. Tartt’s reclusive nature only adds to the allure of her novels, already heightened by their beguiling and intellectual subject matter. 


  




  

    THE SECRET HISTORY




    GREEK MYTHOLOGY MEETS DEAD POETS SOCIETY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Tartt, D. (1993) The Secret History. London: Penguin Books.




      	
1st edition: 1992




      	
Themes: guilt, obsession, Classics, paranoia, social class, fate, alcoholism, murder 


    




    Donna Tartt’s debut novel The Secret History had a generally positive reception, selling over a million copies and becoming widely recognised as a modern classic. It has since been translated into 28 different languages. 




    Narrated by one of the characters as he reminisces about his school days nine years into the future, The Secret History follows a group of highly intellectual students at the fictional Hampden College where they murdered one of their friends. The prologue opens with the pivotal killing, while the first half of the novel then moves back in time to build up to the event, revealing how it came about. The second half follows the mental deterioration of the remaining characters, which once more proves to have fatal consequences.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    A CLASSICAL KILLING




    The prologue takes us to the centre of the action, Bunny Corcoran’s death, which chronologically only takes place half way through the novel. From there, the start of the main body of the text introduces our narrator, 28-year-old Richard Papen, looking back to his university days and recalling the dubious morality of his time there. Richard describes his mediocre and miserable life in the fictional town of Plano, California, and his desperation to leave it and his apathetic parents behind. Upon finding a flyer for Hampden College in Vermont, he determinedly applies, and manages to secure himself a place there. Having studied ancient Greek previously, he is eager to continue it at Hampden, but is prevented by the selective Classics teacher, Julian Morrow. However, after becoming obsessed with Morrow’s group of intellectuals, Richard manages to gain admission to the class when he overhears them discussing a translation in the library and steps in to help. Becoming severely isolated from the rest of the college, Richard begins to spend all his time with the elite and pretentious Henry Winter, Edmund “Bunny” Corcoran, Francis Abernathy, and Charles and Camilla Macaulay. They slowly welcome him into their fold, their friendship only growing as they spend time at Francis’ country house. Bunny and Henry appear to have a particularly odd relationship, as Henry appears unable to stand Bunny, yet readily pays for his meals and possessions, and even travels on an expensive trip to Italy with him over the winter break. During this time, Richard remains in Vermont, taking a room in a warehouse that results in him nearly freezing to death; he is only saved when Henry returns from the trip early and takes him to hospital. Upon returning to Hampden, it is clear to Richard that Bunny’s relationships with the rest of the group have become taut and strained. Eventually Henry recounts how the group, led by him, sought to lose themselves entirely through a Bacchanal, a wild Roman celebration, and after much experimentation with drugs and alcohol, succeeded – but killed someone in the process.
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