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    VIRGINIA WOOLF




    ENGLISH NOVELIST AND ESSAYIST




    

      	Born in London in 1882.




      	Died in Rodmell (United Kingdom) in 1941.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Mrs. Dalloway (1925), novel




          	
Orlando (1928), novel




          	
A Room of One's Own (1929), essay


        


      


    




    Virginia Woolf was one of the most important modernist authors of the 20th century and a pioneer in the use of many experimental prose devices. She was part of the Bloomsbury group, an artistic and literary group of intellectuals and bohemians who shared ideas about philosophy and the arts and rejected traditional habits. Woolf was also a prominent women’s rights advocate and the founder of the Hogarth Press, through which she published most of her works.




    During her literary career, her prose continuously evolved towards more experimental storytelling and narrative devices. For instance, she was a trailblazer in the use of the stream of consciousness technique (a literary device that strives to capture the multitude of thoughts that pass through a character’s mind as part of a non-linear narrative).




    Her life and work were affected by her sporadic mental breakdowns: she was institutionalised and attempted suicide on multiple occasions during her lifetime. At the age of 59, having fallen into another bout of depression and feeling anxious about the onset of World War II, she drowned herself in the river Ouse, near Monk’s House, her home in Sussex (United Kingdom).


  




  

    TO THE LIGHTHOUSE




    AN EVOCATION OF FAMILY HOLIDAYS




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Woolf, V. (1993) To the Lighthouse. London: Longman Group Limited.




      	
1st edition: 1927




      	
Themes: the passage of time, memory, human and family relations, the subjectivity of life and experience, art and beauty as cures, war


    




    To the Lighthouse tells the story of the Ramsay family and their holidays, focusing on just two days separated by ten years. Part One covers one day in the life of the members of the family and some of their acquaintances, who are staying on the Isle of Skye in Scotland. In Part Two, ten years go by, conveyed by the description of the now-abandoned holiday home. In Part Three, which is set ten years later, the remaining members of the family return to the holiday home and the adjacent lighthouse.




    Woolf used the writing of this book to reflect on her memories of her own family and their holidays in the Hebrides off the coast of Scotland.




    To the Lighthouse is one of the most important modernist novels of the 20th century. It was Woolf’s fourth novel and the one that consolidated her position as a key writer at the time.
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