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			Franz Kafka


			German-speaking novelist and short story writer


			

					Born in Prague in 1883


					Died near Vienna in 1924


					
Notable works:
	
The Metamorphosis (1915), short story


	
The Trial (1925), novel


	
The Castle (1926), novel







			


			Undoubtedly one of the major writers of the 20th century, Franz Kafka (1883-1924) is a complex writer: his works have given rise to many comments and interpretations. His texts namely reflect the alienation of the modern man, the mysterious yet implacable forces of society that govern his existence, as well as his futile quest for answers in a baffling world.


			A German-speaking Jew and living in Prague, Kafka had to write at night, as during the day he had to work in an office. His success was posthumous, when his writings grew in popularity after his death from tuberculosis in 1924. Among them, the most famous are The Metamorphosis (1915) and The Trial (1925).


		




		

			Letter to His Father


			The trial of a domineering father and the introspection of a literary genius


			

					
Genre: letter


					
Reference edition: Kafka F. (1995) Brief an den Vater. Stuttgart: Reclam Müller ed.1



					
First edition: 1919


					
Themes: family, father, authority, identity, incomprehension


			


			In 1919, finding himself in a conflictual situation with his father, Kafka decided to write him a letter in which he examined their relationship by following it back to its source. His aim was to make him understand and accept his perspective on each of the examples taken from their past, in order to enable them to live together in better harmony.


			Both a trial of his domineering father and a merciless exploration of his own nature, Letter to His Father showcases the power of analysis and introspection of a tormented literary genius. It is also a precious document for the interpretation of Kafka’s works.


			


			

				

					1 Quotes taken from the reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com.


				


			


		




		

			Summary


			This summary focuses primarily on the content of the letter and does not systematically respect the order in which Kafka discusses each topic.


			Kafka begins his letter with a question that his father asked him some time earlier, as he wanted to know why his son said he was afraid of him. Kafka says that even in written form, the answer can only be incomplete, because of that fear, but also because it is a very vast topic.


			He paints the image that his father has of him: a spoilt child, distant, with no interest in business, and not necessarily bad, but certainly ungrateful. Following that logic, the father can only be guilty of one thing: having been too good with him. Kafka says he agrees on the fact that the father is not to blame for their relational problem, but immediately states that he is just as innocent. It is a form of shared responsibility, but devoid of culpability as it is the fact of their respective natures. Kafka sees himself as the natural result of the way his father raised him. Further in the letter, he explains that his father has only involuntarily strengthened that which was already in him from the start, thus making him an unstable and introverted man, but that this strengthening had a considerable effect because of its power.
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