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			Chrétien de Troyes


			French poet


			

					Born around 1135.


					Died around 1183.


					
Notable works:
	
Erec and Enide (around 1170), novel


	
Yvain, the Knight of the Lion (around 1177), novel


	
Lancelot, or, The Knight of the Cart (around 1177-1181), novel







			


			Chrétien de Troyes was born in around 1135 and died in around 1183. His name suggests that he was from the town of Troyes. We know very little about him, other than the small amount of information that can be gleaned from his writing. For example, we can suppose that he was a clerk and regular visitor to the court of Champagne, then the court of Philip of Alsace, Count of Flanders (1143-1191).


			Chrétien de Troyes is a key figure of medieval literature, and is considered to be the first known author of chivalric romances. He wrote seven books in this genre, six of which are set in the Arthurian era. He wrote his most famous novels, Yvain, the Knight of the Lion and Perceval, or, The Story of the Grail, towards the end of his life.


		




		

			Perceval, or, The Story of the Grail


			One of the best examples of the courtly novel


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: De Troyes, C. (2011) Perceval, or, The Story of the Grail. Trans. Cline, R.H. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press.


					
1st edition: 12th century


					
Themes: coming of age, chivalry, exploits, Round Table


			


			Perceval, or, The Story of the Grail was probably written in around 1181 and was left unfinished when its author died. It is dedicated to Chrétien de Troyes’ patron, Philip of Alsace, Count of Flanders. The novel tells the story of Perceval, a young man who starts out naïve and ignorant but goes on to become a respected knight. The author alternates between his adventures and those of Gawain.


			As the work was left unfinished, other authors wanted to write continuations to the adventures of Perceval and Gawain. Many later writers took up the story and made a variety of additions. With Perceval, or, The Story of the Grail, Chrétien was responsible for the spread of the Arthurian legend and the Matter of Britain.


		




		

			Summary


			Chrétien de Troyes’ novel


			Perceval’s adventures


			Chrétien dedicates his book to his patron, Philip of Alsace, Count of Flanders, who he praises.


			After meeting some knights for the first time, Perceval decides to go to King Arthur to be dubbed. His mother gives him three pieces of advice: serve ladies, seek the company of gentlemen, and pray. She then collapses as if dead.


			On his way, the young man from Wales comes across a sleeping girl in a tent. He kisses her and steals her ring. The girl is in the depths of despair as her lover may become angry with her.
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