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			CHRISTOPHE BOLTANSKI


			FRENCH JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR


			

					Born in Boulogne-Billancourt (France) in 1962.


					
Notable works:
	
Les sept vies de Yasser Arafat (“The Seven Lives of Yasser Arafat”, 1997), essay


	
Bethléém : 2000 ans de passion (“Bethlehem: 2000 Years of Passion”, 2000), essay


	
Minerais de sang. Les esclaves du monde moderne (“Mines of Blood: The Slaves of the Modern World”, 2014), essay







			


			Christophe Boltanski was born in Boulogne-Billancourt in the western suburbs of Paris to a family of intellectuals. After studying journalism and travelling abroad for his national service, he worked for the daily newspaper Libération until 2007. He served as a reporter in Kuwait during the Gulf War (1990-1991), then as a local correspondent in Jerusalem and London. Since 2007, he has worked as an international correspondent for the weekly newspaper Le Nouvel Observateur, and he currently holds shares in the news website Rue 89.


			In 2010, he received the print journalism prize at the Bayeux-Calvados Awards for war correspondents for his report Les Mineurs de l’enfer (“The Miners of Hell”), which focuses on workers in a mine in the Congo. Boltanski has also written numerous essays on the Middle East, and made his literary debut in 2015 with his novel The Safe House.


		


		

			








		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			THE SAFE HOUSE


			A DEEPLY PERSONAL FAMILY HISTORY


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Boltanski, C. (2017) The Safe House. Trans. Marris, L. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


					
1st edition: 2015


					
Themes: Second World War, Judaism, Occupation, family, biography, Paris, insecurity, fear, social phobia


			


			Christophe Boltanski’s first novel The Safe House was published in 2015, and won the Prix Femina and the prize for Best French Debut Novel by the literary magazine Transfuge.


			The novel centres on the author’s family in the Parisian house owned by his paternal grandparents, and spans a period stretching from the late 19th century to the decades following the Second World War (1939-1945). The Boltanskis are an extremely close family and live together in very crowded conditions, where they build on their shared mythology surrounding their origins. Boltanski sketches a picture of the family as he describes the house’s different rooms, which are each home to a range of everyday events and habits. “The safe house” refers both to the building as a whole, and to the small nook where Boltanski’s grandfather Étienne, who had Jewish roots, hid during the Second World War. It represents the family’s shared trauma and, by extension, its very soul.


		


		

			








		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			SUMMARY


			A TIGHT-KNIT FAMILY


			The Safe House traces the story of the Boltanski family from the late 19th century to the decades following the Second World War. The novel’s structure is not linear: it is divided into ten parts which each take the name of one of the house’s rooms (“Kitchen”, “Office”, “Parlor”, etc.), and which are subdivided into short numbered chapters.
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