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    KAZUO ISHIGURO




    CONTEMPORARY BRITISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Nagasaki, Japan in 1954.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
A Pale View of Hills (1982), novel




          	
The Remains of the Day (1989), novel




          	
The Buried Giant (2015), fantasy novel


        


      


    




    Kazuo Ishiguro is a British novelist who was born in Nagasaki, Japan on 8 November 1954. He moved to Britain with his family at a young age and was educated in Surrey and subsequently at the universities of Kent and East Anglia. Most of Ishiguro’s novels place the reader in the passenger’s seat of one protagonist’s extensive journey. Most of his work employs first-person narration, which is used to delve into the personal memories of one figure. Ishiguro creates a mental portrait of his protagonist in addition to a social portrait of the contemporary society that surrounds and drives that story. That particular social setting may be based on fantasy (as in The Buried Giant), it may be futuristic (Never Let Me Go), or it might be a pre-war or post-war historical setting, as in The Remains of the Day. Ishiguro embraces his Japanese heritage and the alternate perspective that his Japanese upbringing has provided him with, as can be seen in his choice to set his 1986 novel An Artist of the Floating World in post-World War II Japan. Ishiguro’s work deals with remembrance and nostalgia, acceptance of the past and human failure, and the examination of the basic value systems found in certain societies. Ishiguro is a critically acclaimed: he won the Man Booker Prize in 1989 and received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2017.


  




  

    NEVER LET ME GO




    LOVE AND LOSS IN A DYSTOPIAN ENGLAND




    

      	
Genre: dystopian science fiction novel




      	
Reference edition: Ishiguro, K. (2006) Never Let Me Go. Croydon: Faber and Faber.




      	
1st edition: 2005




      	
Themes: humanity, love, coming of age, mortality, ethics, friendship


    




    Never Let Me Go is Kazuo Ishiguro’s sixth novel. It was published in 2005, and in addition to being named by Time magazine as the best novel of the year, it was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, the Arthur C. Clarke Award and the National Book Critics Circle Award.




    The story takes place during the 1990s in the England of a parallel world, one in which creating and raising cloned humans to serve as organ donors is a widely used and accepted medical procedure. The story follows the life of an organ donor named Kathy, who we witness graduate through the various institutions of the donations programme. We follow her as she grows up and experiences various facets of life, such as changing friendships, sex, discovering music and art, and love. Her final confrontation with the harsh truth about the science-driven society in which she lives leaves us with ethical questions concerning the nature of being human.
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