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    GAIL HONEYMAN




    SCOTTISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Stirling in 1972.


    




    Gail Honeyman grew up in Stirling, Scotland. Her mother was a civil servant and her father worked in science. She completed a bachelor’s degree in French Language and Literature at Glasgow University, before studying French poetry at postgraduate level at Oxford. She followed her mother into the civil service, then worked as an administrator at Glasgow University. During this job at Glasgow University, Honeyman wrote the first three chapters of Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine as part of a Faber Academy writing course. Honeyman has mentioned in interviews that another novel is on the way.


  




  

    ELEANOR OLIPHANT IS COMPLETELY FINE




    THE VICTIM OF CHILDHOOD ABUSE STRUGGLES TO MAKE CONNECTIONS AND CONFRONT HER PAST




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Honeyman, G. (2018) Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine. London: Harper Collins.




      	
1st edition: 2017




      	
Themes: friendship, love, acceptance, mental illness, childhood trauma, loneliness


    




    Gail Honeyman’s first novel, Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine, follows an isolated woman as she tries to mask the impact of childhood trauma through routine, vodka, and a romantic fixation on a musician. Through a series of chance encounters, Eleanor starts to form her first genuine human connections in years, and these new friends help her to process her difficult past. Started as part of a Faber Academy writing course, the novel was extremely well received by critics. Honeyman was awarded the 2017 Costa Debut Novel Award for Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine, which went on to win the “Debut Book of the Year” award and the “Overall Winner” award (by public vote) in the 2018 British Book Awards.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    CHANCE ENCOUNTERS




    Eleanor lives an isolated but highly organised life. She works in an office, calls her mother every week, and drinks two bottles of vodka every weekend. At a concert, she becomes infatuated with a musician called Johnnie Lomond. Her colleagues tease her for being different. She plans to transform her appearance for the musician, starting with a bikini wax. Raymond arrives to fix Eleanor’s broken work computer. After work, Eleanor buys a laptop to research Johnnie. Eleanor has a scar on her face. She never knew her father, and her mother told her she was raped. On Wednesday Eleanor talks to her mother, who is in prison, and tells her about Johnnie. Leaving work, Raymond starts a conversation with her. She tries to avoid him, but then an old man collapses in the street and they get him to hospital. Eleanor gets a scheduled visit from a social worker. She has chosen not to find out any more about the traumatic experience that put her in care, but her mother is famous for being “the pretty face of evil” (p. 54). Eleanor has a pot plant called Polly which is the only thing that has survived from her childhood. A document from Eleanor’s file has been accidentally left behind by the social worker, reporting Eleanor’s difficult behaviour in a foster home. Eleanor was home-schooled after a teacher noticed an injury. It was after a fire that Eleanor’s life changed. Eleanor had an abusive first boyfriend called Declan. Eleanor and Raymond visit Sammy, the man who collapsed in the street, in hospital a number of times, and are introduced to his family. Eleanor and Raymond go to the pub after their first visit, and Eleanor walks to the musician’s apartment afterwards. On Eleanor’s birthday, Raymond invites her to his mum’s house. She and Raymond help with the chores. Sammy is being discharged and is going to stay with Laura, who invites them to a party to celebrate. Raymond is attracted to Laura. Eleanor uses a voucher for a free deluxe manicure. After work, she gets a call from her mother, who is angry. Eleanor finds out that Johnnie is appearing at a gig, and decides to go. She has written him a card containing a poem. She goes to a department store after work and buys some new clothes and shoes. She gets a makeover, which conceals her scar. Eleanor eats at McDonald’s and heads to the venue, but tickets are sold out. She has a drink at the bar. Eleanor walks to the corner shop the next morning to pick up supplies and vodka, but the shop owner will not sell her alcohol before 10am. She walks to Tesco Extra later to buy vodka, and sees Johnnie there. She tweets him that he should get a Club Card, but he tweets back accusing Tesco of surveillance.
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