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			J.K. Rowling


			English novelist


			

					Born in Yate, England in 1965.


					
Notable works:
	
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (1997), the first book in the series


	
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (2007), the last book in the series


	
The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel







			


			Joanne Kathleen Rowling, better known as J.K. Rowling, is a British novelist. She previously worked as a French teacher, and is now one of the best-known authors in the world thanks to her famous book series about the adventures of Harry Potter.


			Now a multi-millionaire, she is also known for her humanitarian activities, particularly in the fight against child abuse. She has written a number of other books linked to the world of Harry Potter, the profits from which have been donated to charity. In addition to the Harry Potter series and related books, she is also the author of the novel The Casual Vacancy (2012) and the Cormoran Strike series, published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith.


		




		

			Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire


			May the best wizard win!


			

					
Genre: fantasy novel


					
Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2014) Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. London: Bloomsbury.


					
1st edition: 2000


					
Themes: friendship, plots, competition, duels, magic


			


			Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was first published in the United Kingdom in 2000. It is the fourth novel in the Harry Potter series.


			In this instalment, Harry, who is now aged 14, returns to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry for the fourth year of his studies. This year, Hogwarts is hosting the Triwizard Tournament, a contest in which each participating school is represented by one student. Each school’s champion – who must be 17 or older to be eligible to compete – must then face a variety of challenges in order to prove their mettle and skill as a wizard and be crowned the winner. On the day the champions’ names are drawn from the Goblet of Fire, the last name to appear is Harry’s – even though, since he is underage, no one should have been able to enter his name for consideration in the first place. This sets him on a path filled with trials that will test his endurance, intelligence, kindness and integrity to their limits.


		




		

			Summary


			The Quidditch World Cup


			Voldemort, Wormtail – also known as Peter Pettigrew – and a snake called Nagini are hiding in an abandoned manor house, where Voldemort is devising a plan to capture Harry Potter, who wakes up with a jump at that very same moment due to a blinding pain in his scar. Since this is normally a sign that Voldemort is nearby, Harry decides to write to his godfather, Sirius Black, to ask for his advice.


			Later, the Weasleys invite him to go to the Quidditch World Cup with them, and use Floo Powder (which allows the user to travel through fireplaces) to come to the Dursleys’ house to pick Harry up. The young wizard learns that Fred and George, Ron’s older twin brothers, are planning to open a joke shop. They all meet up with Hermione and then travel to the Quidditch World Cup using a Portkey, a magical object which allows the user to travel to a pre-determined location simply by touching it.


			Harry finds himself in the Top Box of a gigantic Quidditch stadium, where he meets the main organisers of the World Cup, Barty Crouch and Ludo Bagman, who are also employees at the Ministry of Magic. He also encounters Winky, Mr Crouch’s house-elf, and sees Viktor Krum, the Bulgarian team’s star player. What he does not know is that someone else is watching him just as closely as he is watching the game: Mr Crouch’s son, who is one of Voldemort’s most loyal followers and has recently escaped from Azkaban prison.


			The celebrations after the World Cup are interrupted when a group of Voldemort’s old followers, who are known as Death Eaters, rampage through the festivities. Voldemort’s symbol, the Dark Mark, also appears in the sky, and it is later revealed that it was none other than Barty Crouch Jr. who cast the spell to conjure it. These events throw the wizarding world into turmoil.


			When the young wizards board the Hogwarts Express to return to school, they encounter Harry’s rival Draco Malfoy, who boasts that he knows more than they do about what will happen at Hogwarts that year.
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