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    BEN OKRI




    NIGERIAN WRITER




    

      	Born in Minna, Nigeria in 1959.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
An African Elegy (1992), poetry collection




          	
Dangerous Love (1996), novel




          	
The Age of Magic (2014), novel


        


      


    




    Ben Okri is a prominent Nigerian poet and novelist. He is most famous for his novel The Famished Road, for which he won the Booker Prize in 1991.




    Okri was born in Nigeria, but lived for several years in London as a child before returning to Nigeria. He later returned to England to study comparative literature at the University of Essex. He then moved back to London to write. Okri’s writing is influenced by African (and other) myths and culture, as well as by writers and thinkers such as Plato, Dickens and Shakespeare. Many of his novels are set in his country of birth and explore people’s struggles with poverty, hunger and political instability, as well as African culture, myths and identity. Okri’s writing also investigates great existential questions about the meaning of life and perception of reality. His writing style is poetic, and he uses symbolism to support his complex, sometimes very existential writing.


  




  

    THE FAMISHED ROAD




    AN EXISTENTIAL NOVEL ABOUT AFRICAN MYTHS




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Okri, B. (2016) The Famished Road. London: Vintage.




      	
1st edition: 1991




      	
Themes: perception of reality, identity, African myths, poverty, politics, family, love


    




    The Famished Road is the first part of the trilogy (along with Songs of Enchantment [1993] and Infinite Riches [1998]) which tells the story of Azaro, an abiku, a spirit child, who decides to live in the material world instead of returning to the spirit world soon after being born, as abikus usually do. Azaro is born into a poor family and his life is a struggle, but he keeps living because he wants to make his mother happy. Azaro explores the world around him and learns about life in the land of the living and about struggles of life and poverty, but also about the value of mortal life and loved ones.




    The novel is told from Azaro’s point of view, and as he is a child and an outsider in mortal life, his outlook on the world is unique. This results in a deep exploration of life’s great existential questions in the form of an African/Nigerian myth which follows a dream logic.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    A SPIRIT CHILD




    Azaro, the protagonist of the novel, is an abiku, a spirit child. Abikus are happier in the spirit realm and seek to return to it shortly after being born, which leads to a cycle of birth, early death and rebirth. The spirit children form pacts with one another to return to the spirit realm as soon as possible. Azaro, however, decides to break the pact with his spirit companions and remain in the land of the living. He is mysteriously born with a smile on his face, to a poor family. He decision to keep living is mainly motivated by a desire to make his mother happy.
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