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    CORMAC MCCARTHY




    AMERICAN NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Providence, Rhode Island in 1933.




      	Notable works:




      	
Blood Meridian or the Evening Redness in the West (1985), novel




      	
Border Trilogy (1992-1998), series of novels




      	
The Road (2006), novel


    




    Cormac McCarthy is often cited as one of America’s most important contemporary writers, particularly for his 1985 novel Blood Meridian. While he had been pursuing writing as a career as early as the 1960s (his first novel, The Orchard Keeper, was published in 1965), he did not start to garner widespread acclaim and commercial success until the publication of his later works, including Blood Meridian and especially his Border Trilogy, starting with All the Pretty Horses (1992).




    McCarthy’s writing is known for two primary reasons: his depictions of the American South, and his writing style. In particular, McCarthy has attracted praise for his use of dialect in his novels focusing on the South, while his writing style is noted for stripping away as many commas, apostrophes and punctuation marks as he can, even removing quotation marks for dialogue.


  




  

    NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN




    A WORLD THAT OLDER MEN ONCE UNDERSTOOD FALLS TO CHAOTIC VIOLENCE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: McCarthy, C. (2010) No Country for Old Men. London: Picador.




      	
1st edition: 2005




      	
Themes: crime, the rise of chaos, family, fate and chance, senseless violence, self-sufficiency, rural America


    




    It is 1980 in rural Texas. Local county sheriff Ed Tom Bell finds himself in an increasingly violent world that he understands less and less every day. Llewelyn Moss, a Vietnam veteran and a welder by trade, stumbles across the aftermath of a drug-deal gone bad while out hunting. Instead of reporting the incident, he decides to take the briefcase full of money he finds there and run off with it. This brings him to the attention not only of Sheriff Bell, but also of two rival cartels and the murderous, psychopathic Anton Chigurh. Moss is forced to flee through all of Texas and Mexico to avoid the forces after him, including the Sheriff, who is trying to make sure Moss survives the situation he has gotten himself into, and Chigurh, who will stop at nothing, even being given the money, to kill Moss.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    SHERIFF BELL’S THOUGHTS




    Sheriff Ed Tom Bell reflects on the execution of a young man that he once witnessed. Similar reflections occur at the beginning of every subsequent chapter. Following this, a man in custody named Anton Chigurh kills the Deputy who arrested him and flees from his office.




    LLEWELYN MOSS AT THE CRIME SCENE




    Hiking away after a missed shot that scattered the antelopes he was hunting, Llewelyn Moss comes across three bullet-ridden vehicles surrounded by several dead men. One, still alive but barely, begs for water. Moss finds another dead man some distance away, as well as a briefcase containing several million dollars. He is “scared in a way he [doesn’t] even understand” (p. 17).




    Moss takes the money and returns home to his trailer, where he talks briefly and obliquely to his wife, Carla Jean, about what occurred. At 1:06 the following morning he wakes and contemplates the fortune he has taken, then takes a gallon of water to the crime scene, where he discovers that the dying man has been killed. There follows a drawn-out gunfight along a nearby river by which Moss attempts, and finally does manage, to escape.




    CHIGURH ON THE MOVE




    The police begin moving in reaction to Chigurh’s murderous escape. Meanwhile, Moss finally gets home to his trailer, where he tells Carla Jean to skip town.
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