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    DAPHNE DU MAURIER




    ENGLISH NOVELIST, SHORT-STORY WRITER AND PLAYWRIGHT




    

      	Born in London in 1907.




      	Died in Cornwall in 1989.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Rebecca (1938), novel




          	
Jamaica Inn (1936), novel




          	
The Birds (1952), short story


        


      


    




    Daphne du Maurier was a celebrated author and playwright who is known for her darkly gothic thrillers and romances. She was born in 1907 to the wealthy and prominent actor-manager Sir Gerald du Maurier (1873-1934) and the famous actress Muriel Beaumont (1876-1957). Brought up in Cornwall, she used her family connections to forge her career as a writer, publishing her first work, The Loving Spirit (1931), in her early twenties. The following year, in 1932, she married an officer in the British army, Sir Frederick Browning (1896-1965), with whom she had three children. Her literary career flourished, and in 1938 she published Rebecca, the story of a young bride haunted by memories of her husband’s dead wife. This was an immediate hit; it sold nearly 3 million copies over the next 20 years and was adapted into both a play by du Maurier and a film by Alfred Hitchcock (English film director, 1899–1980). Hitchcock chose to direct not only Rebecca, but also the novel Jamaica Inn (1936) and her terrifying short story The Birds (1952). To date, du Maurier’s literary works have spawned 13 film adaptations and over 40 television dramatisations, and they continue to be popular both as literary and cinematic pieces. Du Maurier died in 1989, aged 81, and was recognised for her contribution to the English canon in 1969 when she was made a Dame of the British Empire.


  




  

    MY COUSIN RACHEL




    A YOUNG MAN FALLS FOR THE COUSIN HE SUSPECTS OF MURDER




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: du Maurier, D. (1981) Four Great Cornish Novels: Jamaica Inn, Rebecca, Frenchman’s Creek, My Cousin Rachel. London: Victor Gollancz Ltd.




      	
1st edition: 1951




      	
Themes: love, illness, murder, marriage, women, the double, guilt, insanity


    




    My Cousin Rachel centres on the relationship between the young and naïve Philip and his late cousin’s enigmatic, older widow, Rachel. Initially, Philip suspects Rachel murdered his cousin, Ambrose; however, upon meeting her he falls in love with her and even transfers his inheritance, Ambrose’s estate, to her. Afterwards, she refuses to marry him and when he falls ill he suspects she has poisoned him. While he is searching her rooms for incriminating items, Rachel steps onto an unstable bridge in the garden and plunges to her death. She is found by Phillip still calling for Ambrose.
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