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			Guy de Maupassant


			French novelist and short-story writer


			

					Born in Tourville-sur-Arques in 1850


					Died in Paris in 1893


					
Notable works:
	
Boule de suif (1880), short story


	
Contes de la Bécasse (1883), short story collection


	
Bel Ami (1885), novel







			


			Born in 1850, Guy de Maupassant was a French writer who produced a total of six novels and over three hundred short stories. He spent his childhood in Normandy, where he began studies in law. In 1870, he enlisted as a volunteer in the Franco-Prussian War, before moving to Paris where he worked as a civil servant. Gustave Flaubert, a friend of his mother, took him under his wing and introduced him to the literary circles. He mixed with the realist and naturalist writers of his time, including Émile Zola. From 1880 to 1890, he wrote novels (Une Vie, Bel Ami) and many realist short stories (Boule de suif, La Maison Tellier, etc.) and fantastic short stories (The Horla, Fear, etc.) in which he presents his pessimistic vision of society. He sank into insanity in 1890 and died in 1893.


		




		

			Bel Ami


			A picture of society


			

					
Genre: realist novel


					
Reference edition: De Maupassant, G. (Unknown) Bel-Ami. Lausanne: Éditions Rencontre.


					
First edition: 1885


					
Themes: women, love, professional field, social ascension, colonialism


			


			A realist novel published in 1885, Bel Ami recounts the social ascension of a provincial man arriving in Paris, Georges Duroy. Maupassant used his story to portray the society in which he lived and to criticize colonial politics and the influence of women on the professional world, especially the world of the press. Through his hero, the author shares his own experience and, at times, Georges Duroy passes as a literary transposition of Maupassant.


			Many directors and screenwriters have been captivated by the realism of the story and have contributed, with their adaptations, to the intergenerational success of the novel.


		




		

			Summary


			Part one – from a mediocre life to a comfortable situation


			Georges Duroy, a former soldier living in Paris, is driven by an insatiable desire to succeed in the world. Luck leads him to meet a former regimental comrade, Charles Forestier. Charles has achieved great social success, since he is the political editor of La Vie Française. He strongly advises his friend to follow his own path and offers him a boost: an invitation to a dinner at his home.


			This dinner brings together Monsieur and Madame Forestier, Madame de Marelle, a friend of the couple, and her daughter, as well as Monsieur Walter, the owner and chief editor of La Vie Française, and his wife. The three women constantly admire Duroy’s spirit, and Monsieur Walter offers to take him on as a clerk and editor of a small column in which he will recount his memories of the war. But soon, Duroy realizes how little he knows about this type of exercise, which he has never done before. He then asks for the help of his friend Forestier who puts him into the hands of his wife, who is an expert in the art of writing articles herself. The next day, Duroy discovers the joy of reading his own article. Little by little, he familiarizes himself with the daily work on the newspaper, but he does not progress in the art of writing and is forced to abandon his column.
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