

		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

		




		

			Marc Levy


			French author


			

					Born in Boulogne-Billancourt (France) in 1961.


					
Notable works:
	
The Shadow Thief (2010), novel


	
The Strange Journey of Mr. Daldry (2011), novel


	
Stronger than Fear (2013), novel







			


			If Only It Were True is an original, touching love story about a young architect and the soul of a young woman who is in a coma. This unusual supernatural adventure is also a reflection on love, life, death and the modern world’s reluctance to embrace spirituality, which in turn encourages the reader to think more deeply about the meaning of existence.


			The novel’s strengths lie in the transcendental nature of its story (meaning that it takes place outside the realm of the concrete), its realistic description of the medical world and American society, and its interwoven passages of narrative, believable dialogue and letters. In 2005, the American director, producer and scriptwriter Mark Waters (born in 1964) adapted the novel for the cinema under the title Just Like Heaven.
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			Summary


			Lauren Kline, a young medical resident in an American hospital, is severely injured in a car crash during the summer of 1996. Although she is pronounced dead by the two paramedics who arrive on the scene, she later starts breathing again, stunning the police officers tasked with transporting her body.


			She is taken to the hospital, where her boss Fernstein says that she is in a coma and has been left permanently brain-dead. However, he agrees to operate on her when some of the other doctors insist, with one of them telling him that “behind Lauren’s open eyes he had sensed her struggling, refusing to go under” (p. 20). In fact, Lauren’s soul has somehow been separated from her body, and is watching the scene but is powerless to do anything or communicate with anyone.


			Arthur, a young architect who has recently moved to San Francisco, discovers a woman (who is surprised that he can see her) in a wardrobe in his apartment. She is the ghost of Lauren Kline, who lived in the apartment before him. She tells him that she has been in a coma for the past six months, but can still hear everything around her and, if she puts her mind to it, move wherever she likes. 


			“Everything was within her reach but impossible to grasp” (p. 71): her family cannot see her and she misses them. Weary, she has gone back to her apartment, which she still owns, although her mother is supposed to be straightening out all the administrative details. Arthur does not react well to her appearance and tells her to go home, but she tells him that he is her “postmortem tenant” (p. 33).
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