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    DONNA TARTT




    AMERICAN NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in Greenwood, Mississippi (USA) in 1963.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Secret History (1992), novel




          	
The Little Friend (2002), novel


        


      


    




    Donna Tartt was born in Greenwood, Mississippi and grew up in nearby Grenada. Her father was a successful local politician, Don Tartt. At 13, Tartt was published for the first time when she submitted a sonnet to a Mississippi literary review. She enrolled in the University of Mississippi in 1981, where she caught the attention of Willie Morris (American writer and editor, 1934-1999). Morris admitted Tartt onto his graduate writing programme when she was only an 18-year-old freshman. Tartt’s work is written largely in a neo-romantic style influenced heavily by 19th-century literature. She has published three novels, as well as a handful of short stories.


  




  

    THE GOLDFINCH




    A COMING-OF-AGE NARRATIVE OF A TEENAGE BOY’S DESCENT INTO THE WORLD OF CRIME




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Tartt, D. (2013) The Goldfinch. London: Little, Brown.




      	
1st edition: 2013




      	
Themes: art and aesthetics, alcohol and drug abuse, friendship, morality and crime, love and relationships, death and grief, trauma


    




    The Goldfinch is narrated in the first person by its protagonist, Theo Decker, who retrospectively tells the story of his descent into the criminal world. At the age of 13, Theo visits a museum in New York with his mother, who is keen to see an exhibition which includes one of her favourite paintings, The Goldfinch, by Carel Fabritius (Dutch painter, 1622-1654). While they are there, terrorists plant a bomb which explodes, killing many of the museum’s visitors, including Theo’s mum. In his confusion after the explosion, Theo leaves the museum, taking The Goldfinch with him. The rest of the novel explores his guilt over having stolen the painting and his fear that his theft will be discovered. It also examines the effect this early trauma has on Theo’s life. The novel was generally well received in both the US. and Europe, though some critics felt that its style was too Dickensian and that many of the characters were clichéd.
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