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    SUSAN HILL




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in Scarborough in 1942.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
I’m the King of the Castle (1970), novel




          	
The Magic Apple Tree (1982), autobiography




          	
The Various Haunts of Men (2004), crime novel


        


      


    




    Susan Hill was born in 1942 in Scarborough, where she lived until her family relocated to Coventry when she was 16. She studied English at King’s College London, and published her first novel, The Enclosure, while studying. She later described her earliest novels as “very bad… but best to have got them out of the way when young”.




    A prolific writer, Hill’s fiction spans many genres, including horror, crime and children’s. In addition to this, she has also written plays, short stories, non-fiction and literary criticism. She won plaudits and prizes for her earlier work, including the Somerset Maugham Award for I’m the King of the Castle, and she was shortlisted for the Booker Prize in 1972 for The Bird of the Night. She is best known for her 1983 Gothic horror novel The Woman in Black, a hugely successful addition to the genre that has sold millions of copies and been adapted into a television film, a stage play and a film.


  




  

    THE WOMAN IN BLACK




    A WORK OF GOTHIC HORROR




    

      	
Genre: horror novel




      	
Reference edition: Hill, S. (1992) The Woman in Black. London: Mandarin Paperbacks.




      	
1st edition: 1983




      	
Themes: ghosts, revenge, death, parenthood, isolation, village society


    




    A classic of 20th-century horror fiction, The Woman in Black was published in 1983 and was a huge success. Drawing heavily from the Gothic tradition, it infuses a gloomy, isolated setting with an evil, vengeful antagonist. Set during the early 20th century, the novel follows the story of Arthur Kipps, a lawyer who is haunted by his experiences at Eel Marsh House, where he has been sent to sort through the affairs of a deceased client, Alice Drablow.




    The majority of the plot takes place in flashback, with Kipps writing down his memory of events some decades after their occurrence. The use of flashback sees the narrative occasionally interrupted with the musings of the older, present-day Arthur Kipps. The use of first-person narration personalises the horror of the novel, and the tension ebbs and flows throughout.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE JOURNEY TO CRYTHIN GIFFORD




    Arthur Kipps is a lawyer approaching old age who lives in the countryside with his second wife, Esmé. His life has been marked by trauma, which is why, one Christmas, when his stepchildren turn off the lights in order to tell ghost stories, Kipps cannot handle the spooky atmosphere and leaves. Although he has a ghost story to tell, he cannot bear to talk about it to his family. He resolves instead to write the tale down, in order to try and exorcise the story. Kipps then begins to describe the events of his early career in flashback.
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