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			HENRY JAMES


			AMERICAN WRITER


			

					Born in New York in 1843.


					Died in London in 1916.


					
Notable works:
	
The American (1877), novel


	
The Portrait of a Lady (1881), novel


	
The Aspern Papers (1888), novella


	
The Ambassadors (1903), novel







			


			Henry James was an American writer who was known for his psychological fiction and literary criticism. He came from a wealthy family and was educated in both America and Europe, where he spent most of his life from 1876 onwards, teaching and writing fiction and literary criticism. He moved in affluent circles in England and gained an insight into the passions and motivations of the upper classes, which influenced his work. He lived in New York, Paris, Geneva and Sussex, before finally settling in London. He acquired British citizenship in 1915 in protest at the USA’s refusal to enter the First World War (1914-1918) on the side of the Allies.


			James’s writing style developed over the course of his career: it was initially direct and clear, but later came to be characterised by long descriptive passages with extended digressions. This is the style he is best known for, and is the style used in The Turn of the Screw, which blends real and supernatural elements, features long and sometimes incomprehensible passages of description, and provides detailed psychological insight into its characters. 




			Did you know?


			James had a slight stutter, but he managed to overcome it through long speeches with plenty of pauses. It has been suggested that this influenced the change in his writing style, especially since he dictated his works to an assistant towards the end of his life.





		


		

			








		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			THE TURN OF THE SCREW


			A CLASSIC GHOST STORY


			

					
Genre: Gothic novella


					
Reference edition: James, H. (2008) The Turn of the Screw and Other Stories. Oxford: Oxford University Press.


					
1st edition: 1898


					
Themes: innocence, knowledge, ghosts, hallucinations, sexuality, social class


			


			The Turn of the Screw tells the story of a young governess who is placed in charge of two orphaned children in a remote country house called Bly in Essex, and is instructed by their uncle, who is also their legal guardian, not to tell him anything about what happens there. The young woman sees this as an excellent opportunity to explore the surrounding countryside, but before long this apparently idyllic situation turns into a feverish nightmare.


			The novella’s use of internal focalisation gives us access to the narrator’s viewpoint and state of mind, and makes detailed psychological analysis possible, which was groundbreaking for the time. We do not know whether the novella’s characters are lying, insane or possessed, which means that a wide range of interpretations are possible and has sparked lively critical debate.
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