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			Alexandre Dumas


			French writer


			

					Born in Villers-Cotterêts in 1802


					Died in Puys in 1870


					
Notable works:
	
Pauline (1838), novel


	
The Three Musketeers (1844), novel


	
The Count of Monte Cristo (1844-1845), novel







			


			Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870), also known as Alexandre Dumas père in order to distinguish between him and his son, was a French writer, close to the Romantic Movement. The son of a general of African-Caribbean origins, he worked from an early age, before starting to write. He was quickly met with acclaim with his vaudevilles and his historical plays. He wrote an impressive amount of works, among which were Henry III and His Courts (1829) and Kean (1836). However, he owes his lasting fame to his series of historical frescoes, namely with the trilogy of The Three Musketeers in 1844 and with The Count of Monte Cristo in the same year.


		




		

			The Count of Monte Cristo


			Witness of history and satire of society


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Dumas, A. (2010) Le Comte de Monte-Cristo. Paris: Gallimard.


					
First edition: 1845


					
Themes: prison, escape, revenge, injustice


			


			Alexandre Dumas wrote The Count of Monte Cristo in collaboration with Auguste Maquet. Completed in 1844, the novel was first published as a serial, before being published in tomes between 1844 and 1846. Inspired by actual events, it tells the story of Edmond Dantès, a young man for whom life is pleasant until he is unjustly accused of Bonapartism and sent to prison for fourteen years. After escaping and becoming rich, he decides to seek his revenge upon all those who were responsible for his misfortunes.


			The Count of Monte Cristo is a major work of French and international literature, and has been the subject of many adaptations in various artistic domains all over the world.


		




		

			Summary


			Chapters 1-5


			The Pharaon arrives in Marseille after a stop at the island of Elba, where the deceased captain asked his second-in-command, Edmond Dantès, to fetch a letter to be brought to Paris. The ship-owner, Mr. Morrel, makes Dantès the new captain. Danglars, the accountant manager, is jealous.


			Edmond runs to find his fiancée Mercédès, whom he finds in the company of Fernand Mondego. The latter is in love with the young woman, but she loves Edmond. Fernand is angry and, when he crosses paths with Caderousse and Danglars, Danglars pushes him to denounce Edmond for Bonapartism (being a supporter of Napoléon Bonaparte, French emperor, 1769-1821). Dantès is arrested.


			Chapters 6-13


			The deputy crown prosecutor, Villefort, is about to set the young man free when he finds the letter that Edmond was supposed to bring to Paris: it is addressed to Mr. Noirtier, Villefort’s father, who is a Bonapartist. Frightened of the potential consequences of this letter for his name and career, Villefort sends Dantès to the prison of the Château d’If. He also reveals the contents of the letter to King Louis XVIII (1755-1824), but it arrives too late: Napoleon enters Paris and takes power.
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