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			Albert Camus


			French writer, playwright, essayist and philosopher


			

					Born in Mondovi (Algeria) in 1913


					Died in Villeblevin in 1960


					
Notable works:
	
The Stranger (1942), novel


	
The Myth of Sisyphus (1942), essay


	
The Plague (1947), novel







			


			A Frenchman born in Algeria and Nobel Prize winner, Albert Camus (1913-1960) is one of the major writers of the twentieth century. A politically committed individual, philosopher, journalist, playwright and novelist, he left his mark on his era with his reflection on absurdism, which he nuanced and made more sensitive and humane.


			Widely admired, and sometimes criticized, Camus received considerable attention worldwide with his novels The Plague (1947) and, in particular, The Stranger (1942). He died prematurely in 1960 as a result of a car crash.


		




		

			The Just Assassins


			A play of refusal and denunciation


			

					
Genre: play


					
Reference edition: Camus, A. (1985) The Just Assassins. Trans. Cagney, J. New York: Hunter College.


					
First edition: 1949


					
Themes: attack, death, Russian revolution, loyalty, rebellion, history


			


			The Just Assassins is a play in five acts, performed for the first time in 1949. It belongs to the “Cycle of Revolt” with The Plague (1947) and The Rebel (1951). The goal of this cycle is the rejection and denunciation of all forms of totalitarianism. For The Just Assassins, Camus took inspiration from an event of the Russian revolution: in January 1905, in Moscow, a group of terrorists linked to the revolutionary socialist party organized an attack on the Grand Duke Serge. This attack, and the preceding circumstances, is the object of the play, with engagement as the central notion.


		




		

			Summary


			This tragic play is made up of five acts. It tells of the preparation for an attack against the Grand Duke of Russia, Serge. The first attempt is a failure, but the second fulfills its goal. The revolutionary is arrested and sentenced to death.


			Preparing for the attack


			In an apartment, the assault group of the Organization, which regroups the socialist revolutionaries, gathers in order to prepare an attack against the Grand Duke Serge, the symbol of the despotic power that was alienating Russia (“We will kill that murderer”, Act 1).


			Boris Annenkov, the group’s leader, is a moderate and calm man. It is he who makes all the decisions concerning the attack. He has under his orders a team of several people:


			

					Dora, a meticulous young woman, is in charge of the fabrication of bombs;


					Stepan is seen as a terrorist without any moral sense. His return after three years in prison and in hiding is nonetheless applauded by Boris and Dora;
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