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			William Faulkner


			American writer


			

					Born in 1897


					Died in Mississippi (USA) in 1962


					
Notable works:
	
The Sound and the Fury (1929), novel


	
Sanctuary (1931), novel


	
Absalom, Absalom! (1936), novel







			


			William Faulkner was an American writer born in 1897 in the state of Mississippi. Now considered one of the most preeminent authors of the Southern USA, he tried his hand at several careers, including in the field of aviation, before dedicating himself to the writing of novels, among which were The Sound and the Fury (1929), As I Lay Dying (1930), Sanctuary (1931), which introduced him to the broader readership, and Absalom, Absalom! (1936). He also wrote poems and short stories. His works are written in a very elaborate style, which is often opposed to that of Hemingway (American writer, 1899-1961), and they have a very important psychological aspect. They mainly illustrate the problems of the Southern USA during his lifetime. He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1949. An alcoholic, he died in 1962.


		




		

			The Wishing Tree


			A story that looks like a fairy tale


			

					
Genre: children’s novel


					
Reference edition: Faulkner, W. (2012) The Wishing Tree. New York: Random House Publishing Group.


					
First edition: 1967


					
Themes: dream, adventure, magic, wishes, birthday


			


			Likely to have been written around 1927, the short novel The Wishing Tree was not published until the death of its author, in 1967. This story, which looks like a tale destined for a younger readership, recounts the adventure that young Dulcie experiences in a dream on the eve of her birthday: accompanied by a strange little magician, she goes looking for the “Wishing Tree”, which is supposed to make wishes come true.


		




		

			Summary


			An incredible ladder


			On the eve of her birthday, young Dulcie gets into bed left foot first. When she wakes up the next day, she finds a strange little redhead sitting at her bedside. He is called Maurice and carries an enormous schoolbag. Getting up, she realizes that she is already dressed and, as she looks through the window, she notices that the winter landscape has been replaced by a splendid vision of spring. Maurice explains that this is because of her birthday, and goes on to tell her that if one climbs in bed with one’s left foot first and turns over one’s pillow, anything becomes possible. Indeed, the young girl recalls having done just that the night before.
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