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    GEORGE ELIOT




    ENGLISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Nuneaton in 1819.




      	Died in London in 1880.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Adam Bede (1859), novel




          	
Silas Marner (1861), novel




          	
Middlemarch (1871), novel


        


      


    




    George Eliot is the pen name of Mary Anne Evans. The author spent her childhood in Warwickshire, where her father was employed as an estate manager. In her twenties Evans began to associate with free-thinkers, and translated Strauss’s Life of Jesus (1846), a work which provoked controversy by denying that many of the miracles recounted in the New Testament ever happened. After her father’s death, she moved to London, where she edited the Westminster Review and mixed with radical thinkers. Evans scandalised literary London by living openly with the married journalist, George Henry Lewes, until Lewes’s death in 1878.




    With Lewes’s encouragement, Evans turned to writing fiction at the age of 37. Her first novel, Adam Bede (1859), became an immediate bestseller. This was followed by five novels that displayed her developing skill, which reached its apex in her masterpiece, Middlemarch (1871), considered by many critics to be one of the greatest English-language novels ever written, and a pinnacle of achievement in literary realism. Evans’s work is also celebrated for its insightful psychological portraits, and for its exploration into the motives that drive people.


  




  

    THE MILL ON THE FLOSS




    REALIST NOVEL




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Eliot, G. (2008) The Mill on the Floss. Oxford: Oxford University Press.




      	
1st edition: 1860




      	
Themes: realism, sibling relationships, childhood, gender, Bildungsroman (coming-of-age novel)


    




    George Eliot’s second novel The Mill on the Floss depicts the development of its protagonist, Maggie Tulliver, in her journey from childhood into adulthood. The narrative presents the wide range of experiences that shape Maggie’s identity, and the crises that ultimately give her a sense of her role in society. The novel is therefore an example of a coming-of-age story, or to use the German critical term, Bildungsroman. The Mill on the Floss is the closest Eliot comes to autobiographical material in her fiction, in its portrayal of the fraught relationship between Maggie and her brother, Tom. Eliot is celebrated as one of the greatest, if not the greatest, of the realist writers prominent in the 19th century, and The Mill on the Floss does justice to this claim in its complex characterisation and focus on ordinary lives.
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