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			Marguerite Duras


			French writer, dramatist and filmmaker


			

					Born in Gia-Dinh, later Saigon (French Indochina) in 1914.


					Died in 1996 in Paris.


					
Notable works:
	
The Sea Wall (1950), novel


	
Moderato Cantabile (1958), novel


	
The Lover (1984), novel







			


			Marguerite Duras was born Marguerite Donnadieu in Gia-Dinh (a former name for Saigon), Cochinchina (a former region of French Indochina). She is associated by some with the French nouveau roman, although she herself never claimed to be part of this movement. Duras was a writer, dramatist and filmmaker, and also participated in the French Resistance during the Second World War (1939-1945).


			This often-controversial writer became known to the public in 1950 with her novel The Sea Wall, which was followed by a string of books heavily inspired by her intense life. However, she did not achieve real critical recognition until The Lover (1984), which won France’s prestigious Prix Goncourt. Her writing stands out for its modernity and departure from existing conventions, while her cinema is known for its very personal and radical style (Détruire, dit-elle [“Destroy, she said”], 1969; India Song, 1975; The Lorry, 1977).


		




		

			The Ravishing of Lol Stein


			A fascinating and cryptic novel


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Duras, M. (1966) The Ravishing of Lol Stein. Trans. Seaver, R. New York: Pantheon Books.


					
1st edition: 1964


					
Themes: memory, forgetting oneself, madness, psychoanalysis, impossible love, failure to communicate


			


			With The Ravishing of Lol Stein, Marguerite Duras thought that she had written an unpublishable book. However, the novel was published by Gallimard in March 1964, beginning the so-called India Cycle, which comprised two other novels (The Vice-Consul, 1965 and L’Amour, 1971) and two films (La Femme du Gange [“The Woman of the Ganges”], 1972 and India Song). The book was an immediate commercial success, but critics at the time felt uneasy about this cryptic novel and its hallucinatory, repetitive writing which shattered classic narrative and syntactical schemas.


			In this novel, which is disconcerting in more ways than one, Duras tells the story of Lol Stein, a young woman who is traumatised after her fiancé leaves her for another woman during a ball. After a marriage and an affair, the protagonist tries to find the memory that has been taken from her and the words she has not said. The author uses this quest to explore complex and profound themes such as rapture, recollection, the abolition of the person and the supreme power of writing in the face of the inexpressible.


		




		

			Summary


			In this novel, Duras uses fictional locations: South Tahla, Town Beach and Uxbridge. The first letters of these names, along with Lol Stein’s middle initial (V.; omitted from the title of the English translation) form an alphabetical sequence: S., T., U., V. As such, by moving from one place to another as her story progresses, Lol draws mysterious geometric shapes.


			The origin of Lol Stein’s madness


			Lol Stein’s story is told by a man whose identity is revealed over the course of the novel: Jack Hold, who is in love with Lol and is the lover of her friend, Tatiana Karl.
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