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    MARK TWAIN




    AMERICAN NOVELIST, SHORT STORY AUTHOR AND JOURNALIST.




    

      	Born in Missouri in 1835.




      	Died in Connecticut in 1910.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876), novel




          	
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1889), novel




          	
Puddn’head Wilson (1894), novel


        


      


    




    Samuel Clemens, now known by his pseudonym, Mark Twain, was born in Florida, a small town in Missouri, in 1835. Twain was born 30 years before the American Civil War, and the topic of slavery was one that was close to his heart and his literary work. He left school to become apprentice printer, typesetting and writing articles for his older brother, before becoming a riverboat pilot on the Mississippi River. Twain’s pen name comes from a navigational riverboat term, and the experiences that Twain had working on the river would go on to shape The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.




    Twain left Mississippi and began mining in Nevada. Although this venture was unsuccessful, Twain’s writing first rose to critical acclaim in 1865 with ‘The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County’, an account of a story that Twain heard while at a mining camp. In 1869, Twain published his first novel, entitled Innocents Abroad, but was discouraged by its poor reception. He had recently married, however, and with a new-born son and debts accumulating, he took up his pen again, writing several books, before writing The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, which is often referred to as the ‘Great American Novel’, in 1885.


  




  

    THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN




    A CONFLICT BETWEEN MORALITY AND LAW




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Twain, M. (2008) The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. London: Puffin Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1885




      	
Themes: morality, freedom, race, civilisation, slavery


    




    The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was written just 20 years after the end of the American Civil War. What makes the novel endure, however, is the debate that it creates among readers, even today. The novel recounts how a young white boy, Huck, helps a black slave, Jim, escape being sold down the Mississippi River. Huck helps Jim, even though he is torn about what is right, and believes that the world will see him as immoral for letting a black slave walk free. The novel was banned almost immediately, with Massachusetts librarians declaring that it was ‘not suitable for trash’. Twain realistically reflected the tones of speech that he heard in Southern states, but the dialogue appeared rough and uncultured to critics.




    Today, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is controversial for its prolific use of the word ‘nigger’. Although Twain was using a term that was commonplace and largely inoffensive in the 19th century, many people argue that it is harmful to see the term normalised in a text that is taught to children. Others believe that the anti-slavery message of the book is more important than the use of any single word. Regardless, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn remains a hugely significant text and the defining novel of an era in American history.
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