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			Muriel Barbery


			French novelist


			

					Born in Casablanca (Morocco) in 1969.


					
Notable works:
	
Gourmet Rhapsody (2009), novel


	
The Life of Elves (2016), novel







			


			Muriel Barbery, born in 1969, is a French novelist. After graduating from the prestigious École Normale Supérieure de lettres et sciences humaines and successfully completing an agrégation (a highly selective competitive examination for teachers) in philosophy, she first taught in a secondary school in Caen before working at the Saint Lô Institut universitaire de formation des maitres, a teacher training college. 


			In 2000, she wrote her first novel, Gourmet Rhapsody, which was one of the most successful books that autumn and has been translated into 12 languages. In 2006, she released her next novel, The Elegance of the Hedgehog, a bestseller in every sense of the word. Wishing to remain out of the limelight, Barbery has led her life far from media pressure. She is fascinated by Japan and lived for a time in Kyoto before coming back to settle down in Touraine, France.


		




		

			The Elegance of the Hedgehog


			A real bestseller


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Barbery, M. (2013) The Elegance of the Hedgehog. Trans. Anderson, A. London: Gallic Books.


					
1st edition: 2008 (Original work published in France 2006)


					
Themes: bourgeoisie, appearances, friendship, death, life, literature, art, philosophy


			


			The Elegance of the Hedgehog is Muriel Barbery’s second novel, published in 2006. It focuses on the lives of Renée Michel and Paloma Josse, and how their paths cross. Renée is the concierge of a residence in Paris. She is 54 years old, extremely cultured and blessed with an intelligence that the rich bourgeoisie of the building have no idea of. Paloma Josse, a gifted 12-year-old, is the daughter of the residents of the building’s 5th floor. She rejects the adult world, believing it to be full of pretence, and so decides to commit suicide and set fire to her parents’ apartment on the day of her 13th birthday. However, everything changes when Kakuro Ozu moves into the 4th floor.


			Translated into more than 30 languages, the novel won many prizes and remained at the top of the bestseller list for several months.


		




		

			Summary


			The story of The Elegance of the Hedgehog begins with the introduction of the two main characters. Through the pages of their personal journals, Renée Michel and Paloma Josse tell the reader the story of 7, Rue de Grenelle and give their thoughts and impressions in turn.


			Not your average concierge


			Renée Michel is 54 years old and is the concierge of a residence where eight “rich” families live. Even though she did not have the opportunity to continue her education when she was younger, Renée is extremely cultured. However, she forces herself to act like the stereotypical concierge that her employers expect: insignificant, stupid and ugly. Nevertheless, one she is safe from prying eyes at home, she throws herself gleefully into literature, philosophy, music, cinema and all other forms of art.


			Renée talks about her childhood, her humble origins and her arrival in the building. She describes the people around her, starting with her friend Manuela, a Portuguese cleaner who comes to visit her twice a week. When they are alone together, in peace, they discuss various topics over tea and cakes, baked lovingly by Manuela. The concierge also depicts her employers in a very sarcastic manner. In fact, she has nothing but contempt for those who, in spite of being middle class and therefore supposedly cultured, are in reality extremely stupid.
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