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    NANCY MITFORD




    ENGLISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in London in 1904.




      	Died in Paris in 1973.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Love in A Cold Climate (1949), novel




          	
The Blessing (1951), novel




          	
Don’t Tell Alfred (1960), novel


        


      


    




    Born in 1904, Nancy Mitford was a glittering socialite whose life spanned the First and Second World Wars. One of six sisters, Mitford closely integrated her family life into her fiction. Although her pre-war novels, published in the 1930s, made little impression on the public, her later work caught the attention of the society it captured. Sharp, witty, and clever, Mitford’s novels sketched the landed gentry with affection and nostalgia.




    After Mitford’s infatuation with the homosexual Hamish Erskine, she married Peter Rodd in 1933. Their marriage only lasted five years, and after its demise Mitford met and fell in love with Gaston Palewski. Inspired, Mitford published The Pursuit of Love in 1945, and subsequently moved to Paris in 1946. Mitford wrote Love in a Cold Climate, a sequel to The Pursuit of Love, in 1949, which received warm acclaim, and Don’t Tell Alfred, a continuation of the series, in 1960. Mitford later became a columnist for The Times and wrote historical biographies of Madame de Pompadour (mistress to the French king Louis XV, 1721-1764) and Louis XIV (French king, 1638-1715) before illness overtook her. She died from Hodgkin’s disease in 1973.


  




  

    THE PURSUIT OF LOVE




    A ROMANTIC SOCIAL COMEDY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Mitford, N. (2010) The Pursuit of Love. London: Penguin.




      	
1st edition: 1945




      	
Themes: love, adolescence, maturity, inter-war years, society, wealth, aristocracy


    




    Nancy Mitford’s sparkling semi-autobiographical novel The Pursuit of Love was published in 1945. It received critical acclaim, its highly original tone and comedy setting it apart from Mitford’s early work. The distinctive narration which blends the chatty girlhood voices of Fanny and Linda with the serious literary taste of Mitford herself creates an unusual blend of wit and reflection.




    The Pursuit of Love begins by recounting the childhood adventures of Fanny and her cousins, the Radletts. From their relationship with their belligerent father, Fanny’s Uncle Matthew, to their yearning to grow older and their attempts to learn about sex from animal husbandry manuals, the reader is plunged into the confusion of adolescence. Ultimately, The Pursuit of Love follows the beautiful Linda Radlett and her marriages to Tony Kroesig, a new-money banker, and the idealistic communist Christian Talbot. Finally, Linda finds love with Fabrice de Sauveterre – but it is not all she imagined it would be. Throughout The Pursuit of Love Mitford explores the privileged class of aristocracy that waned in the post-war era. Punctuated by wistful poignancy, Mitford is simultaneously idealistic and cautious about the pursuit of love and its ramifications.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    CHILDHOOD




    The Pursuit of Love opens on the narrator, Fanny, visiting her cousins, the Radletts, at their family estate, Alconleigh. The fantastical and eccentric setting introduces a cast of unlikely yet charming characters; Uncle Matthew hosts child hunts where he chases the children over the estate, while Jassy Radlett hoards her money, waiting until she can escape to Hollywood. While the male Radletts are away at Eton, the girls hole up in the airing cupboard, the only warm place in the icy manor of Alconleigh. Here the Radletts host their secret society, ‘the Hons’, where they plot against the gamekeeper and discuss their many pets. Fanny tells us that the time she remembers best is the year she turned 14 and her guardian, Aunt Emily, got married to a man called Captain Warbeck, later affectionately referred to as Davy. Fanny’s mother, we are told, is referred to as ‘the Bolter’, due to her habit of bolting from her husbands, and in Fanny’s case, children. After Emily’s marriage Fanny spends every holiday at Alconleigh with the Radletts.
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