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    ARTHUR MILLER




    AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHT




    

      	Born in Harlem, New York City in 1915.




      	Died in Roxbury, Connecticut in 2005.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Death of a Salesman (1949), play




          	
The Crucible (1953), play




          	
A View from the Bridge (1955, revised 1956), play


        


      


    




    Arthur Miller is one of the most celebrated figures in the world of 20th-century drama, and his four major works remain a part of the theatrical canon across the globe. Born into a modestly wealthy home in New York, Miller supported himself early in his career with work writing radio plays and at other menial jobs; he was in his early 30s before he reached his current level of renown with the play All My Sons. His life was marked by a certain degree of celebrity, having been called to testify before the House Un-American Activities Committee at the height of McCarthyism and having been married tumultuously to Marilyn Monroe (American actress, 1926-1962). The troubles that plagued their relationship were chronicled in his 1968 play The Price.




    Despite having written only 17 plays throughout his career, none of which matched the success of his early, now canonical works, Miller enjoyed a long and multi-faceted career as an essayist, short story writer, and screenwriter. Throughout his life, Miller’s works never strayed far from the concerns that first brought him to the stage: he continued to question the rising tides of nationalism, xenophobia, and modernisation in his post-war country, and his eye remained ever-fixed on the average person fighting for a small, dignified life even in worlds of chaos.


  




  

    ALL MY SONS




    A POST-WAR PLAY




    

      	
Genre: play (tragedy)




      	
Reference edition: Miller, A. (2009) Miller Plays: 1: All My Sons; Death of a Salesman; The Crucible; A Memory of Two Mondays; A View from the Bridge. London: Bloomsbury.




      	
1st edition: 1947




      	
Themes: disillusionment and reality vs. hope, post-war grief, economy of war


    




    Miller’s first successful play, All My Sons, is a survivor’s exploration of post-war America and the subsequent disillusionment with pre-war idealism – a trait shared with many of Miller’s other works. Inspired by the true story of an aeronautical corporation approving defective military aircraft, All My Sons is a deceptively nuanced portrayal of the effects of World War II on society, taking into consideration not only survivor’s guilt and the impossible return to civilian life after a seemingly paradigm-shifting war, but also the ways in which those on the home front profited from the economic and industrial impact of wartime production.




    Using the family as microcosm, the play is akin to a Greek tragedy in which the sins of the father irreparably alter the lives of the children. Within this microcosm, the nature of the society outside is reflected, and indeed All My Sons uses the Keller family and their neighbours to address the conflict between practicality and selfless humanity, belief and reality, and the lies that people tell themselves in order to assuage the pain of living on after their sense of normalcy has been shattered.
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