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			Ken Follett


			Welsh journalist and writer


			

					Born in Cardiff in 1949


					
Notable works:
	
Eye of the Needle (1978), novel


	
The Pillars of the Earth (1990), novel


	
World Without End (2007), novel







			


			Born in Wales in 1949, Ken Follett moved to London with his family ten years later. After studying philosophy at University College London, he worked as a reporter for newspapers such as the South Wales Echo and the Evening News but, unable to progress in the profession, he opted to launch his career as a writer. Although his first works were not highly successful, Ken Follett rapidly gained recognition with Eye of the Needle, a spy novel published in 1978 which won the Edgar Award for Best Novel (an American literary award for authors of crime fiction).


			Subsequently, the author has had many bestsellers and has also made his mark in the historical novel genre, for example with the well-known The Pillars of the Earth (1990) and World Without End (2007). His journalistic, even script-like style gives his texts a steady pace in which action is at the forefront, and has facilitated the adaptation of some of his works for television and cinema.


		




		

			The Century trilogy


			A historical family saga


			

					
Genre: historical novel


					
Reference editions:
	Follett, K. (2010) Fall of Giants. London: Macmillan.


	Follett, K. (2012) Winter of the World. London: Macmillan.


	Follett, K. (2014) Edge of Eternity. London: Macmillan.







					
First editions: 2010, 2012, 2014


					
Themes: 20th century history, family saga, war, civil rights, political and social movements, spying, love, hatred


			


			Ken Follett created a tour de force with this trilogy, published between 2010 and 2014. The Century trilogy reminds us of the major events of the last century, from Bloody Sunday in Russia in 1905, one of the key events that led to the Russian Revolution of 1917, up until Barack Obama’s election victory speech in 2008, an event that concludes the series.


			The author explores behind the scenes of global history through fictional characters who mix with real characters on the forefront of the political scene. He works to show how small, isolated incidents can trigger human catastrophes, and tries to bring multiple points of view together. Translated into dozens of languages, this trilogy is a work of fiction tracing the journeys of several families, despite the great amount of historical research that was needed to write it.


		




		

			Summary


			Fall of Giants (1911-1924)


			Starting with the carefree period preceding World War I (1914-1918), this first book follows the story of five families of different families (English, Welsh, German, Russian and American) who will see their paths cross during historical events that will shake the world at the beginning of the 20th century.


			From Wales to Germany


			In 1911, nearly all the men in Aberowen, Wales, work in the coal mines that belong to the English Earl Fitzherbert (nicknamed Fitz). David Williams is an agent for the trade union and his son Billy, aged 13, has just joined. His eldest daughter Ethel is a maid for the Fitzherberts. She falls in love with the earl and starts an affair with him. Falling pregnant at the same time as Bea, her lover’s wife, Ethel disappears to London and hides the identity of her son Lloyd’s father from everyone, apart from Fitz and Billy. Ethel then goes on to become involved in the fight for women’s rights alongside Maud, Fitz’s sister. She later has a daughter with Bernie Leckwith, one of the most active members of the Labour party. Bernie was in charge of the library service at London City Council when they met. Ethel is then elected as a Member of Parliament and is involved in the fight for gender equality.


			Maud is a very active feminist who runs a free medical surgery for the poor. She is disowned by her brother when he finds out that she married Walter von Ulrich, one of their German friends, without his agreement. Fitz, in fact, has felt responsible for his sister since the death of their parents, and he has trouble imagining her being married to one of their best friends. Moreover, not asking his permission is an affront in his conservative, proud and aristocratic view.


			Maud and Walter go to Germany at the end of World War I and live in poverty.


			From Russia to the United States


			In Russia, Grigori Pechkov rebels against the absurd decisions made by political and military leaders before, during and after the war. He and his brother Lev remember the horrors they have witnessed: their father was hung in front of them and their mother was killed during the Russian Revolution of 1905 (general rebellion against the imperial regime).
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