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    URSULA K. LE GUIN




    AMERICAN AUTHOR




    

      	Born in California, USA, in 1929.




      	Died in Oregon, USA, in 2018.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Dispossessed (1974), novel




          	
Always Coming Home (1985), novel




          	
Tales from Earthsea (2001), short story collection


        


      


    




    Ursula K. Le Guin was born in Berkeley, Northern California on 21 October 1929 to parents Theodora and Alfred Louis Kroeber. Both of her parents were academics and she therefore grew up in a home where education and learning were thoroughly encouraged. Le Guin obtained an MA in French from Columbia University in 1952 and was then awarded a grant which enabled her to undertake her doctorate and study in France. However, Le Guin met and married her husband Charles in 1953 and gave up her doctorate work. Le Guin and her husband went on to have two daughters and a son. She taught alongside her writing career and her duties as a mother, and gained much success over the course of her life. Le Guin initially struggled to have her work published when she began writing, but went on to win many awards and received much recognition for her published works and academic achievements.


  




  

    THE LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS




    SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Le Guin, U. (2018) The Left Hand of Darkness. London: Orion Publishing Group Ltd.




      	
1st edition: 1969




      	
Themes: gender, communication, duty, warfare, honour, trust, loyalty and betrayal, desire, sexuality


    




    Le Guin’s novel was written and published as the second wave of feminism began to take hold all over the world. For this reason, much criticism of her work has centred on the fact that she chose to base her story around an androgynous race. The reason for this is that Le Guin wished to create a fictional world in which gender took a back seat in the social relations between individuals.




    Le Guin’s novel was seen as radical and groundbreaking in its style, and as a result of this she won two awards for the piece. The Left Hand of Darkness won both the Hugo and Nebula awards, which made Le Guin the second author to lay claim to this double achievement, and the first female author to have done so. Le Guin also managed, through this text, to break her way into the male-dominated world of science fictional writing.


  

OEBPS/Images/9782808019729_coverMarketing.jpg
tht
=Su

mmaries.com

The Left Hand
of Darkness

BY URSULA K. LE GUIN





OEBPS/Images/titre.jpg
BOOK ANALYSIS

By Jessica Wheeler

The Left Hand

of Darkness
BY UrsuLA K. LE GUIN

Bright

=Summaries.com





OEBPS/Images/BS-Promo1.jpg
o
v
2
<
z
<
X
o
0
(]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





