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    About Diagnostic Errancy
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Merlin is not a leopard. He is not a
serval cat. He is not even an African
wildcat. Mother Lioness doesn't know
where to go or what tfo do. So, she
wanders around the African bush
with Merlin, hoping that someone
might help them.





OEBPS/Images/Page25.jpg
A\ -
\\\‘)\EE%—NU/ // 4 \\\\ \\\ A /// 0 / i





OEBPS/Images/Page08.jpg
“\Q

Mother Lioness and Merlin set off
for cheetah village a few miles away.

“Looking for something?” asks a
young cheetah, curious about the
two strangers.

I came to see if you had a
cheetah in your village that
looks like my son,” replies Mother
Lioness hopefully.

The cheetah, who believes he is
better than everyone else, looks at
Merlin and exclaims:

“Definitely not! You can see that
he has no spots! Your son is not
a cheetah!”
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This feline is a bit older than Merlin.
His coat is also charcoal grey, and

he also has poinfed ears. He also has
difficulty running. Just like Merlin. He
was separated from his pride a few
years back when he couldn't keep up
with them. He is doing very well at
the shelter.
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One morning, as mother and son
are resting at the foot of a tree,
a miracle happens. A rhinoceros
approaches them slowly.

“Hello! I've heard about both of
you and your amazing story. I
think I can help,” announces the
rhinoceros.

Mother Lioness and Merlin follow him
to his village. There, they arrive at a
shelter.
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It has been a long and tiring
journey. But Mother Lioness has
finally found what she has been
searching for. Now she understands
and knows: Merlin is one of a kind.
He is unique. And he will remain this
way for the rest of his life. Except,
he is not alone.
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Mother Lioness and Merlin set off
again. This time they travel to the
caracal village. The journey is long.
They are very tired. Mother Lioness
thinks about giving up. But she can't.
She needs to find out why Merlin

is different. She wants Merlin fo
grow up with other felines that are
the same as him. After many days
of walking, they arrive at caracal
village.
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The Wiseman, an old monkey, looks
at Merlin carefully. He is a little
puzzled. He pauses to think, flipping
through one of his many books. He
examines Merlin again. After a few
minutes he says:

I don't know! I don't have an
answer. My advice is to travel.
Explore other villages and
countries. Go and meet other
species. You will eventually find
some help.”’
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“Hello, I am sorry to bother you.
I'm looking for a feline that looks
like my son,” Mother Lioness says.

Mother Caracal looks at Merlin for
a long time. She says in a soft, kind
voice:

“He does have pointy ears like us,

but that is all. He is not part of
our species.”
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One day, Mother Lioness says to
Merlin:

“Lets go and visit the Wiseman!
He will tell us what kind of feline
you are!”

The Wiseman is known by everyone
in the village. He is respected for his
great knowledge and foresight. He
usually has all the answers and can
fix most problems.
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Mother Caracal looks at Merlin and
smiles thoughtfully.
“You are one of a kind. That is
very hard to find! You are truly
speciall”
Her words are heartfelt and caring.
Mother Lioness feels comforted.
Mother Caracal is right, she thinks.
Merlin is one of a kind. After they
have said goodbye, Mother Lioness
and Merlin continue their journey.
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Merlin is a cute feline. He lives in a
South African village with his mother,
a beautiful honey-coloured lioness.
Merlins mother loves him very much.
But Merlin does not look like an
ordinary lion cub! He doesnt even
look like an ordinary cat! He gets
lots of unfriendly looks and mean
comments from others, because he

is different.
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Mother Lioness searches for an
answer for days, weeks, and months.

They travel from village to village,
country to country. Every feline has
the same answer: Merlin is not one
of theirs.
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The friendly rhinoceros is the
owner of the shelter. There are

15 abandoned animals living in the
shelter. The rhinoceros is looking
after all of them.

“Follow me. I want to introduce
you to somebody!” says the
rhinoceros.

To her great surprise, Mother Lioness
discovers a young feline who looks
just the same as Merlin!






