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    STEPHEN KING




    AMERICAN AUTHOR




    

      	Born in Portland, Maine in 1947.




      	Notable works:




      	
Carrie (1974), novel




      	
The Shining (1977), novel




      	
Misery (1987), novel


    




    Stephen King is an American author best known for his horror novels. Born in Portland, Maine in 1947, King was raised by his mother after the separation of his parents. From there, King spent his childhood between Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Stratford, Connecticut. In 1970, King graduated from the University of Maine with a B.A. in English, and married Tabitha Spruce the year after. It was over the next few years that King’s novel writing became recognised. Having published many short stories since 1967, King moved forward and sent his first full-length novel, Carrie, to a publication agency by the name of Doubleday & Co., which accepted the novel in 1973. This allowed King to leave his teaching career and write full-time. King continued with his writing career, writing The Shining (1977), The Stand (1978), and The Dead Zone (1979), along with many other novels.


  




  

    IT




    A COMING-OF-AGE HORROR STORY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: King, S. (1986) IT. New York: Viking.




      	
1st edition: 1986




      	
Themes: horror, coming-of-age, friendship, trauma, loss of childhood innocence


    




    This story alternates between two different time periods, following a group of children as they face and deal with their fears and phobias in the form of an entity known as ‘It’. It takes the form of its victim’s fears in order to terrorise and torture them, and its main disguise as ‘Pennywise the Dancing Clown’ is used in order to draw its favoured prey of young children. It is known to show up every 27 years to feed off the fears of children. The two timelines are interwoven, showing the seven main characters battling It twice – once as children and once as adults. However, the terror induced in these characters as children has not disappeared, and so not all of them return to battle It one last time.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE DEATH OF GEORGIE AND LOSS OF INNOCENCE




    Six-year-old Georgie Denbrough ventures outside with a small paper boat for the first time in days after large bouts of rain. The relationship between Georgie and his older brother, Bill, is immediately portrayed as carefree and full of innocence. Following the boat along water-filled gutters, Georgie watches it travel down a drain and out of sight. Yellow eyes, followed by a voice, peek out of the drain at Georgie. A clown, who introduces himself as both Mr. Bob Gray and Pennywise the Dancing Clown, offers the child his paper boat, along with a balloon. But as soon as Georgie reaches for the items, Pennywise rips his arm off, leaving him to bleed to death. The first introduction to the horror that will terrorise Derry, Maine portrays the immediate loss of childhood innocence, thus setting up the impact it will have on further characters in the story.




    PARALLELS




    27 years later, in a parallel to Georgie’s death, Adrian Mellon, a young gay man, is attacked and thrown over a bridge by three teenagers in a homophobic assault. Earlier, Adrian and his boyfriend, Don, had made plans to leave Derry in the fall after Adrian finishes a book that he is currently writing. Adrian and Don initially cross paths with the teenagers after Adrian wins a hat at Derry’s Canal Days Festival. After one teenager – John ‘Webby’ Garton – threatens him, Adrian comments back, unafraid of the threat. It is not until that night when Webby and his two friends attack the couple. Brutally beating Adrian, the teenagers throw him into the canal under the bridge. Two reports of the incident include the appearance of Pennywise, with witnesses claiming that they saw the clown crush and bite into Adrian. The attackers are convicted, though none of them truly get punished due to either being minors or by submitting an appeal. This episode parallels Georgie’s death in several ways: firstly, through the appearance of a real carnival as a substitute for the imaginary carnival implied by Pennywise’s appearance as a clown, and secondly, through the winning of a paper hat that leads to Adrian’s eventual death in the same way that Georgie’s paper boat led him to his demise.
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