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    JEFFREY EUGENIDES




    AMERICAN NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Detroit, Michigan (USA) in 1960.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Virgin Suicides (1993), novel




          	
The Marriage Plot (2011), novel




          	
Fresh Complaint (2017), short story collection


        


      


    




    Jeffrey Eugenides is an American writer who began writing novels and short stories in the 1990s. His first novel, The Virgin Suicides, was published to critical acclaim and later became an internationally successful film directed by Sofia Coppola. The success of the novel and the film made Eugenides a household name and his next two novels received wide international readership, with Middlesex winning the prestigious Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2003. His work is notable for its attachment to his birthplace of Michigan. Many of his stories are set there and reflect the diverse nature of the state and, in particular, the city of Detroit. Many aspects of modern American culture originated in Detroit, such as Motown music and the automobile industry, and Eugenides references these in his work in order to build a colourful and rich background to the narrative.


  




  

    MIDDLESEX




    AN EXPLORATION OF FAMILY & IDENTITY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Eugenides, J. (2003) Middlesex. London: Bloomsbury.




      	
1st edition: 2002




      	
Themes: gender, fate, modernisation, America, family


    




    Eugenides’ second novel is a family saga, depicting multiple generations of the Stephanides family as they move from the Old World amidst danger and war to a new and strange life in America. It builds many dichotomies into its structure, such as nature versus nurture, Old World versus New World, and male versus female, in order to ask questions about the basic understandings of contemporary life. The novel explores what life is like for intersex people, those who have both male and female biology, through the protagonist Cal (Calliope), who addresses the reader directly as he reveals the events in his family’s lives that led to his condition.




    The novel also questions fundamental understandings of American-ness by showing the attempted assimilation into a vastly different culture that presented itself to Cal’s grandparents in 1922 when they moved to Detroit from a small town in Asia Minor. Eugenides gives the reader a richly detailed portrait of a family coming to terms with their own existence in a country and city that have troubles which are as complex as the troubles they themselves have. It is an interesting and, at over 500 pages, in-depth look at many different aspects of identity.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    FROM BURSA TO DETROIT




    The novel begins with Cal telling the reader about his grandparents Lefty and Desdemona, and how, through many trials and tribulations, their actions led to his birth and his specific chromosomal abnormality. They are brother and sister and live high up over the city of Bursa in Asia Minor, surrounded by other Greeks. Desdemona weaves silk and Lefty goes out drinking and gambling, and avoiding the only two eligible women in the town. When a Turkish army comes through and things begin to get difficult, they decide to leave. On their way, they realise that they are in love with each other. At a port, waiting for passage to safety, the decide to be together. Nobody knows them on the boat, so they are able to pretend they have met and are courting. They are married on their way to New York City, where they have to prepare themselves for the immigration process.
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