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    WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE




    ENGLISH DRAMATIST




    

      	Born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564.




      	Died in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1616.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Hamlet (c. 1600), play




          	
The Sonnets (1609), collection of poems




          	
The Tempest (1611), play


        


      


    




    Hailed as Britain’s greatest dramatist, William Shakespeare wrote and produced around 39 plays, as well as a famous sequence of 154 sonnets and two long narrative poems. He married Anne Hathaway, with whom he had three children (Susanna, Hamnet and Judith). As well as a writer, Shakespeare was also an actor and part-owner of his playing company, the Lord Chamberlain’s Men (later the King’s Men). In 1599, the Lord Chamberlain’s Men moved to the purpose-built Globe Theatre, which burned down in an accident involving a theatrical cannon in 1613, before being rebuilt in 1614. Besides providing a valuable insight into the Elizabethan and Jacobean times in which he lived and wrote, Shakespeare’s works are often praised as timeless guides to human nature and art that continue to be relevant today.


  




  

    RICHARD III




    A TRAGEDY BASED ON KING RICHARD III’S RISE TO POWER




    

      	
Genre: history play




      	
Reference edition: Shakespeare, W. (2007) Richard III. In: Jonathan Bate and Eric Rasmussen, eds., William Shakespeare: The Complete Works. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.




      	
1st edition: 1597 (First Quarto published)




      	
Themes: power, deformity, royalty, religion, fate


    




    Shakespeare’s play Richard III was first published as a quarto edition in 1597, but is thought to have been first performed sometime between 1592 and 1594. Many critics cite this as Shakespeare’s most famous history play, and the title role has attracted a wealth of theatrical royalty – from Laurence Olivier to Ralph Fiennes. It is based on the life, rise to power and subsequent death of King Richard III. It begins many years before Richard becomes king, when he is the Duke of Gloucester. The play follows his scheme to murder those that stand in the way of his path to divine Kingship. In line with contemporary attitudes to Richard III, the play imagines him as hunchbacked and even evil. More recent scholarship, especially following the discovery of Richard III’s grave in a car park in Leicester, has sought to rehabilitate the often-villainous portrayal of Shakespeare’s central character – is he truly evil, or is he a victim of illness and prejudice?


  




  

    SUMMARY




    ACT I




    In a street in London, Richard (as Duke of Gloucester) describes his brother’s ascension to the throne and the end of “the winter of our discontent” (I. i. 1). Gloucester admits to his deformity and is determined to play the villain. He plots to kill his other brother, George, Duke of Clarence, who is ahead of him in the line of succession. After Richard tells the audience about a prophecy that says the murderer of Edward IV’s heirs will have the name “G”, Clarence enters the stage lamenting that the king has sent to him to the Tower of London. The reason? His name begins with “G”. Richard tries to console Clarence, and places the blame on Edward’s wife, Lady Grey. While the two brothers fear for their safety, Sir Robert Brakenbury enters to tell Richard that the king has forbidden anyone to speak privately to Clarence. Richard protests that they speak no treason, claiming that the matter is more to do with Edward’s lover, Mistress Shore. Richard decides to go speak to the king while Brakenbury carries Clarence off to the Tower. Before Richard can leave, Lord Hastings enters – after just being released from prison – to say that the king is sick. Alone on stage, Richard begins his plotting, revealing his plan to kill Clarence before the king dies.
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