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Dedication

This book is dedicated to the many supporters of my nonprofit, Skeptoid® Media, whose generosity has made this work possible.



Introduction

Did you know that the Earth is flat? That the world is run by a shadowy cabal of reptilian beings who wear human disguises to avoid detection? That Finland doesn’t really exist, but aliens (who are kept hidden by the government) do? That powerful navies across the globe trained dolphins to act as weapons of war? Welcome to the world of conspiracy theories—where members of the powerful elite fight for control of your mind, your money, and even your health.

If you’re nervous about entering this world of conspiracies alone, don’t worry. I’ll be here to walk you through it, every step of the way. As a professional science writer, I’ve been hosting and producing the weekly podcast Skeptoid® (https://skeptoid.com) for more than a decade, revealing the true science and real history behind conspiracy theories. My job has been to do the research and separate the fact from the fiction. I’ve found the most success by examining each conspiratorial belief purely upon its actual merits and how well it fits with the proven historical record.

So here in Conspiracies Declassified we’ll take a look at fifty of the most notorious (and well-known) conspiracy theories of all time. To qualify for inclusion in this book, each must satisfy two criteria:

1. They must be specific enough to be falsifiable. Too often, proposed conspiracy theories are so uselessly vague that they are always going to be true. The government is up to something secret. Well, of course they are, nobody doubts that. There are still unknown details about Lee Harvey Oswald. Of course there are, probably unimportant ones that weren’t published. Claims such as these are always going to be true. They don’t prove you’ve uncovered a conspiracy theory.

2. They must be known by the conspiracy theorist before being revealed by the media or law enforcement. Many times, conspiracy theorists will look back on historical conspiracies and claim they are examples of conspiracy theories proven true. But in so many cases, the story never existed as a conspiracy theory; history shows that it remained unknown and unsuspected until it was revealed to the world by investigators or whistle-blowers.

For each entry that meets these criteria, you’ll learn the who, what, when, where, and why of the theory; you’ll discover how each theory was formed, why it exists, and the historical or sociological context that allowed it to thrive; and you’ll see each and every theory either debunked or proven.

Debunked or proven? Yes, it’s true that most of the conspiracy theories in this book, and most conspiracy theories in general, are just that: theories. This is what you’ll see when we investigate various conspiracies having to do with suspicious deaths, government oppression, suppressed science, and more throughout the book. But the conspiracy theories that we’ll investigate in the final section of the book? Well, some of these have elements of truth that are tough to deny. And, as frightening as it may be to examine these theories, it’s worth it to know just what those in power are really up to.

So lock your doors, make sure your phone’s not tapped, and let’s take a look at these conspiracy theories that are now declassified.



PART 1


Those Who Run the World

The ultimate conspiracy theory is that the illuminati run the world, and that all governments and corporations are willingly subservient to the secret powers that be. It is the conspiracy theory that best satisfies our most primal need to believe that everything happens for some reason, according to some plan; that there is a method to every apparent madness; and that we ourselves are the ultimate targets of this simmering malevolence.

The conspiratorial mind-set compels us to look everywhere for them They who run the world. They who know the secrets. What they don’t want us to know. Wherever their secret headquarters is, it must be a busy place, for just about every group you can think of has been charged by someone somewhere to be secretly running things from it.

What the conspiracy theorist’s special insight does not ever seem to reveal to him, though, is why? Why would nations and corporations give up their sovereignty? For money they already have? Wouldn’t they rather control their own destinies than become powerless pawns of this shadowy global cabal? This is a pretty large and glaring question, and it’s one for which the conspiracy theorists don’t seem to have a very persuasive answer.

The big question is: Who are these illuminati? In this part, we’ll look at some of the candidates most often proposed for who really runs the world.



The Knights Templar




Date: 1119–Present

Location: All Christian nations

The Conspirators: The Knights Templar

The Victims: Christians worldwide



The Theory

According to conspiracy theorists, a legendary Catholic order called the Knights Templar has been involved in just about every major power shift of the past thousand years. Although the popular story says that the Templars were all simultaneously executed in 1307, and the official story says they were formally dissolved in 1312, conspiracy theorists believe that the order of Templars survived and operate today as a secret society whose unidentified members include many of the world’s elite, who use the order’s vast hoard to finance wars and manipulate global events.

The Truth

The Templars did have a colorful (and powerful) history, but they were disbanded by the church after the Crusades. Since they no longer exist, they have no influence.

The Backstory

The Knights Templar was one of many monastic orders created under the authority of the Catholic Church following the success of the First Crusade. During the Crusade, which was started to reassert the control of the fracturing church, the land that now makes up modern Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, and Jordan was conquered. To try to maintain control of this enormous empire, the pope ordered this land subdivided into four new “Crusader states”—Edessa, Antioch, Tripoli, and Jerusalem—which the Crusaders would now have to protect.

Jerusalem proved the most troublesome to defend, and Christian pilgrims who traveled to the Holy Land were under constant threat of attack from Muslims, from Eastern Orthodox Christians who did not recognize the authority of the Catholic Church, and even from ordinary highwaymen. Crusader knights petitioned the pope to create a monastic order that would protect these pilgrims. Once approved, the order chose Temple Mount in Jerusalem, the traditional location of Solomon’s Temple, as their headquarters and took inspiration from the location for their name: the Knights Templar.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

There were already a number of other monastic orders created for similar purposes. The Knights Hospitaller, the Order of the Holy Sepulchre, and the Order of Saint Lazarus were orders that were already headquartered in Jerusalem. The most famous and successful was the Teutonic Order, founded just to the north, and it soon controlled and defended much of what is now Transylvania and the Baltics.



The Knights Templar operated like a charity, and as a charity it sought wealthy donors and sponsors. Gradually the order’s holdings, and thus its influence, increased. For nearly 200 years, the Knights Templar was one of the most powerful institutions in the world. Economists have noted that they appear to have been the world’s first true multinational corporation. Eventually they were able to self-fund through investment and lending. Unfortunately, this very success is what led to their very public downfall.

As the story goes, deeply in debt to them, France’s King Philip IV ordered all the Templars, wherever they were, to be simultaneously executed. He sent hundreds of bailiffs all over France with sealed orders, and on Friday the 13th, the orders were carried out . . . supposedly. However, stories persist that say the Templars simply vanished, taking the secrets of their vast treasures with them, and surviving even today to wield the influence granted them by their unfathomable resources. Books and TV shows have characterized the Templars as shadowy overlords somehow involved in nearly every urban legend: pirate treasures, international finance conspiracies, Freemason mythology, the tomb of Jesus, the Holy Grail, the Nazis, even 9/11 and the assassination of JFK.

Today there is no headquarters, no publicly identified Templars, and no traceable bank accounts. So whatever these Templars are up to, it is done well out of the public eye.

The Explanation

The truth about the end of the Templars is more complicated than what you see in movies and TV shows. To start, all of these monastic orders had to compete against one another to secure the wealthiest patrons. Sponsorship was usually granted to the order that presented itself as the most exclusive and offered the best perks. The stories that connect the Templars to important historical events and artifacts like Jesus’ tomb and the Holy Grail were essentially stories invented by Templars to impress patrons.

Now, it’s true that King Philip IV was deeply in debt to the Templars. Not only that, many of his French officials were Templars who were more loyal to the pope than to him. He wanted very much to see the Knights Templar disappear. In addition, for some time Pope Clement V had been attempting to merge the Knights Templar and the Knights Hospitaller to reduce the number of orders he had to contend with, and in 1307 he happened to have the heads of both orders in France for talks. Philip seized the opportunity. Using made-up charges such as heresy and corruption, Philip sent bailiffs out with secret orders for a simultaneous morning arrest of all Templars. However, his orders were to arrest the Templars, not kill them, and since Philip was the king of France, not of the whole world, his orders only applied to Templars who were located in France. Probably about 625 Templars were arrested. None were immediately executed.

The majority of the Templars confessed to heresy, since doing so allowed them to be released, retain their property, and either retire or join the Hospitallers. A month later, under pressure from Philip, Clement did make a papal order for the Templars located everywhere else to be arrested, but by then they had all had plenty of warning, and nearly all had either retired or joined another order.

So what about the Templars’ wealth and influence? History records no sudden disappearance of vast fortunes and treasures, but it did keep track of a well-accounted merging of the assets of the Templars and the Hospitallers. In fact, in 1312 the church formally merged these assets (although it had already long since been done), and the Knights Templar were formally dissolved.

So do the Templars control the world today? It would seem unlikely, since they have no authority to exist, no money, and certainly no influence.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

A few dozen Templars were eventually executed for recanting their earlier confessions. Most famously, the head of the Knights Templar, Grand Master Jacques de Molay, together with the Preceptor of Normandy Geoffroi de Charny, were burned at the stake in 1314 after seven long years of imprisonment.





The Rothschild Family




Date: ca. 1800–Present

Location: Worldwide

The Conspirators: The Rothschild family

The Victims: Everyone anywhere who hopes to save money



The Theory

Long the subjects of conspiracy theory, the infamous Rothschild family is said to have been making international loans to finance wars in Europe since the 1700s. Believers claim that each time the family financed a war, the debts they held effectively gave them control over the governments on both sides—giving them nearly unlimited influence on every major nation in the world by the late 1800s. The Jewish Rothschild family is claimed to have financed both Nazi Germany and the creation of the state of Israel, profiting massively each time. Today they are described by some to be the single most powerful entity on the planet.

The Truth

Prior to the World Wars, Rothschild family banks were indeed quite large and powerful, but the family has since diversified and slid into relative insignificance.

The Backstory

Mayer Amschel Rothschild was born in 1744 in a Jewish slum of Frankfurt. As a teen he began working in the coin trade, assisting clients with buying and selling rare coins. He wisely sought out the wealthiest clients he could, and diversified the investment opportunities he offered them as much as he was able. Rothschild’s big break came at about the age of forty when his best client, Landgrave Wilhelm I, Elector of Hesse, inherited his father’s vast wealth and began looking to make some large international transactions.

By then, Rothschild had five sons, all of whom he brought into the family business. He sent his five sons out to be his agents in the five biggest financial centers of Europe: Frankfurt, Vienna, London, Naples, and Paris. When four of these sons had sons of their own, Mayer ordered that the trend continue, and most of his grandsons joined the business and opened offices of their own. Mayer even encouraged the intermarriage of first cousins to keep the family locked down tight against outsiders.

The Rothschild family business hit its height around the turn of the twentieth century. With agents in every major financial center, Rothschild banks did, indeed, as the conspiracy theorists say, finance both sides of European wars. They won no matter what. But most important, the Rothschilds filled a crucial role in international finance, one held today by the International Monetary Fund. Their investments greatly stabilized various currencies by facilitating international trade and credit. When a nation faced a crisis, the Rothschilds were always there to help—for a price. However, very soon the needs of nations exceeded what any one institution could provide.

The First and Second World Wars spelled the beginning of the end for the Rothschild dynasty. World War I was so great in scope that nearly every financial institution in the world had to pitch in to finance the massive buildups on all sides, which greatly leveled the playing field on which the Rothschilds competed. And as bad as World War I was for their dominant position, World War II was even worse. The Rothschilds were European Jews, with deep roots in the countries held by Nazi Germany. The family members escaped to the United States but it cost many of them nearly everything to do so: their fortunes were seized and their dozens of fantastic mansions were destroyed or given away.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

Conspiracy theorists often cite certain early Rothschild transactions as important moments when they “took over” England or “took over” Europe. Generally, the versions of these stories told are grossly misrepresented or outright fabrications. The Rothschilds made savvy investments and profited from the losses of others. That’s business; it doesn’t require a secret cabal of evil.



The Explanation

Although the Rothschilds did have a formidable start in the world of finance, the exaggerated stories today are more the result of bigotry than a reflection of true history. The spread of malicious stories about the Rothschilds is a manifestation of anti-Semitism in the conspiracy theory community. Throughout much of the past millennia, institutionalized anti-Semitism throughout Europe had consequences such as prohibitions against Jewish people owning property. Such policies often forced people of Jewish heritage to seek expertise in business or finance, where assets could be kept liquid and easily transferred or hidden; at any rate, this was the reputation they were eventually given. Thus, conspiracy theories involving Jewish wealth are nothing new.

Today, wealth held in public funds is intermixed, at some level, with every other fund in the world. So saying that a Rothschild family member owns some of every company in the world is true, but only true in the sense that you do too if you have any kind of interest-bearing account. The money in your checking account is invested by your bank in various securities (such as stocks, bonds, and mutual funds), each of which invests their own holdings in the same way. With some creativity, it’s possible to trace a line of ownership between any person in the world with a bank account and any publicly held company in the world, and vice versa.

Claims that the Rothschild family has $500 trillion in assets are even more problematic. Prior to World War I, the Rothschild family did indeed control a disproportionate amount of wealth. But in the century since, the family has diversified and diluted substantially. Many family members work in unrelated industries. Many have divested whatever they inherited. There is no longer a single, central “House of Rothschild.” The closest thing is a Swiss company called Rothschilds Continuation Holdings AG, which manages interests in many Rothschild-founded companies, as well as other businesses. There are no Rothschild family members on its board, and only eight Rothschilds are known to hold any shares in the company; most of it is owned by non-Rothschild financial institutions. Its annual revenues are about $500 million (compare this to the world’s largest company, Walmart, with revenues of $500 billion). Rothschilds Continuation Holdings AG has billions in assets, but this is small potatoes compared to the many banks with trillions in assets, such as Deutsche Bank, Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, HSBC Holdings, and others.

The idea of a single family owning a controlling portion of the world’s wealth, while romantic, is simply absurd. The rest of the world caught up with and surpassed them generations ago.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

The world’s wealthiest Rothschild, Benjamin de Rothschild, appears way down at #1,376 on Forbes’s list of the world’s billionaires with an estimated net worth of $1.5 billion. There are so many others ahead of him on the list that they even include a Rothschild with no relation to the famous family: Jeff Rothschild, a founding engineer at Facebook, at #896.





The Bohemian Club




Date: 1872–Present

Location: San Francisco and Sonoma County, California

The Conspirators: The Bohemians

The Victims: Innocent civilians worldwide



The Theory

Once a year, the Sonoma County Airport fills with a staggering collection of private jets, and the 2,700-acre Bohemian Grove fills with military members, former US presidents, and other members of the powerful elite. Welcome to the sixteen-day annual retreat of the Bohemian Club, held under tight security. Here, conspiracy theorists say, bizarre activities take place in the redwoods—everything from occult ceremonies to drag shows to skinny-dipping. But they believe that the world’s most powerful men (no women are allowed) aren’t just here to have a good time. They say the Manhattan Project to create the world’s first atomic bomb was planned in the Grove, and wars, corporate takeovers, military plots, and overall global domination are strategized inside. Some theorists say that the bohemians (sometimes called bohos) represent the most dangerous gathering of power brokers on the planet.

The Truth

The bohemians are patrons of the arts and enjoy hobnobbing with well-connected associates who have similar interests. They get drunk in the woods, but aren’t planning to take over the world.

The Backstory

In the early days of the nineteenth century, San Francisco was home to a burgeoning theatrical arts community. It was also home to men who had made fortunes off the exploding West Coast economy. It was a match made in heaven. Artists are always looking for patrons, and patrons are always looking for more patrons to share the expense of supporting an active arts community. So a group of the social elite, including both leading artists and leading patrons, formed the Bohemian Club as a place where the two groups could mingle, and where the wealthy could buy a unique opportunity to hobnob with legendary musicians and artists. It quickly attained an exclusive reputation, exactly as its founders hoped, and it successfully cemented not only support for the arts community in San Francisco, but also personal relationships between its wealthy members.

The conspiracy theorists, on the other hand, say that it is also much more than a place to mingle. Why? Well, a sizable portion of San Francisco’s wealthiest industrialists in the late 1800s also happened to represent much of government and finance. That never changed. The bohemians have always strived to recruit the biggest names they could—including US presidents. But not all potential recruits are impressed. Richard Nixon came away from a Bohemian Grove retreat with some incredibly disparaging language directed at the boho arts community, many of whom were gay. But you don’t need to express Nixon-level homophobia to find some of the Grove activities odd. There are, indeed, other off-the-wall performances. Most famous is the ceremony held every year on the first day, a live fifty-minute dramatic play featuring a full orchestra and a six-figure budget. At its climax, cloaked figures perform a human sacrifice by burning a man in a coffin on an altar at the feet of the pagan god Moloch, a giant 30-feet-tall stone owl. An artificial lake and the world’s second-largest outdoor pipe organ are part of the show. Misinterpretation of the play’s imagery is what has led many critics to describe it as “occult.”


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

This group of artists and wealthy patrons called themselves the Bohemian Club in reference to the then-popular bohemian arts movement, in which it was fashionable to be offbeat, nonconforming, or free-spirited. Mark Twain and Jack London identified as bohemian writers, and both were elected as honorary members of the club. London became an active member, while it seems Twain never took the club up on its invite.



Whenever the rich, the powerful, or world leaders gather, a natural reaction among the more paranoid is that they’re up to something malevolent. Accordingly, given the impressive roster of Bohemian Grove attendees—and especially given the appearance of US presidents and the connection to the Manhattan Project—charges of planning world domination have always been leveled at the gatherings.

The Explanation

Although US presidents would sometimes visit, by itself that’s not quite enough to force us to conclude that the bohos are running the world. Each of the claims about the retreat falls apart under even modest scrutiny. For example, the “occult ceremony” is hardly as it’s popularly described. The play, called The Cremation of Care, is about letting go of the troubles of the daily grind in order to achieve freedom. The antagonist, named Dull Care (from a 1919 Oliver Hardy short film), is the one in the coffin, his death symbolizing freedom from monotonous daily tasks. The pagan god depicted by the owl represents knowledge and has always been the club’s mascot.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

If the CEO of a Fortune 100 company ever wanted to star in his own Broadway musical, well, the Bohemian Grove would be his chance. Each retreat closes with an original play, produced to the highest standards, called the High Jinks. However, there are also lesser productions performed throughout the two weeks called the Low Jinks, and these are the goofy drag shows and whatever stuff members want to throw together for fun. And yes, they often live down to their name.



Although conspiracy theorists such as far-right radio personality Alex Jones have long charged that world leaders meet at the Grove to hold confidential talks and plan global domination, little evidence supports this. Members do present informal “Lakeside Talks” on various public policy issues throughout the retreat, but nothing confidential or surprising has ever been said. Contrary to the claims of Jones and others, security during the retreat is actually quite lax. Many reporters have found that they’ve been able to walk in and out and come and go without ever being stopped or questioned, and the goings-on inside the Grove have been extensively reported. Although we can’t prove a negative, the fact that no undercover reporter has ever caught a whiff of global domination being planned is telling.

What about the theory that the Manhattan Project was planned at Bohemian Grove? Well, the Grove is vacant most of the year, and members are allowed to rent it for private events. At the time the project was discussed, member Edward Teller (known as the “father of the hydrogen bomb”) had privately rented out the facility. The meeting was then run by J. Robert Oppenheimer and Ernest Lawrence, who went on to head national laboratories working on the Manhattan Project. Other than Teller, no Bohemian Club members were present or allowed. Nevertheless, this one 1942 closed meeting is as close as the Bohemian Club ever came to “planning world domination.”

Now, you may be tempted to ask, if power brokers are going off to the woods, wouldn’t they be doing it for some reason more important than merely acting like drunken frat boys from the drama club? The Department of Sociology at UC Davis wrote a paper analyzing the Bohemian Grove encampment, and found that what happens there is essentially the same as team-building exercises popular in the corporate world. In essence, groups are more cohesive when they see themselves as high in status and when they interact in a relaxed and cooperative environment. Team building is an effective way for groups to learn to deal with problems more easily. So, in short, these men in positions of authority or status work better together in the outside world when they’ve developed camaraderie at the Bohemian Grove.

And this, it turns out, was one of the group’s founding principles: not to bring any business into the club itself. The club motto is “Weaving spiders come not here.” Leave the work outside. Become better friends inside.



The Bilderbergers




Date: 1954–Present

Location: Europe and North America

The Conspirators: Bilderberg conference attendees

The Victims: Innocent citizens worldwide



The Theory

Once a year, according to conspiracy theorists anyway, scores of the world’s most powerful leaders in business, finance, militaries, and arts meet at a different luxury hotel. Although members of this Bilderberg Group—named for the hotel where they held their very first meeting—claim that they meet merely to exchange ideas and discuss solutions to problems faced by many nations, conspiracy theorists charge that they are actually the secret world government. The belief is that the power brokers hold these highly-secure, closed meetings to decide all the national foreign and domestic policies that all attending nations must abide by. Attendees then return to their home countries with their new orders in hand, and their governments then carry these orders out—no matter how nefarious they may be.

Have we all been duped? Are the conspiracy theorists correct, and this is how the real policies of the world’s nations are decided? Are elections just fictions, and world leaders just pawns of the Bilderbergers?

The Truth

The Bilderberg Group offers plenty of evidence that they meet for exactly the reasons they say: the free exchange of ideas and solutions to mutual world issues. There is nothing secret about their meetings, no orders are given to nations or heads of state, and they have no plans to take over the world.

The Backstory

The Bilderberg Group is indeed real, and they do indeed meet about once a year at a luxury hotel somewhere in Europe or the United States. This annual conference arose from the tensions of what would become the Cold War.

In 1954, the Socialist states of Central and Eastern Europe began rising after World War II as the Communist Bloc. Many leaders in the West wanted to join forces to resist the rise of Communism, but post-war Europe was fractured and there was substantial anti-American sentiment spreading across the Continent. Clearly, if the Western nations couldn’t learn to get along, it would be increasingly difficult to mount a credible defense against the Communist Bloc. These international tensions were characterized by fear of the United States’ rising economic status that led to mistrust throughout Europe. It seemed that if progress were to be made, it must be handled through unofficial channels.

Józef Retinger, a Polish politician, was among the first to see this, and was the first to act. He spoke with Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands and Belgian prime minister Paul van Zeeland about the need to create an unofficial working group of world leaders, with one liberal and one conservative representative from each nation. They agreed, and in turn, they spoke with other leaders from Europe and the United States. Their whole idea was to find common ground and ways for Europe and the United States to work together to counter the rising Communist threat. However, world leaders are often bound by the restrictions of their office, so leaders from business and economics, who were often more free to meet than military or government leaders, were included as well.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

The Bilderbergers hold their meetings under the Chatham House Rule, a set of protocols intended to encourage free and open discussion by maintaining confidentiality. Participants are free to use the information gleaned from the meeting, but the identity and affiliation of each speaker is not recorded, guaranteeing anonymity. In addition, there is no detailed agenda, no resolutions are proposed, no votes are taken, and no policy statements are issued.



Retinger’s idea came to life and sixty prominent representatives, including politicians, industrialists, academics, and editors, met for three days at the Bilderberg Hotel in the Netherlands in May of 1954. Their stated agenda was to discuss the Soviet Union, European attitudes toward Communism, relevant economic policies, and European defense. The meeting was a great success. Two more meetings followed in 1955, and there’s been about one a year ever since. A steering committee invites participants to each meeting. Each year brings largely a different group of attendees, making the discussions as broad as possible, and most attendees are only invited to one or two conferences.

The Explanation

The Bilderberg meetings continued on as scheduled for many years, but in 2006 public awareness of the group increased when conspiracy theorist and author Daniel Estulin published The True Story of the Bilderberg Group. This book claims that the group secretly plans global domination and, each year, sends its attendees home with orders to follow. Who picked up this book? Fidel Castro, longtime dictator of Cuba, which was part of the Communist Bloc that the Bilderbergers were formed to protect the world against. Castro read the book voraciously and believed every word of it. His official endorsement has given the theorists their best fodder.

Hungry for more news about the Bilderbergers, the media sought out former meeting attendees to interview. In 2010, a Dutch radio program found Willy Claes, the secretary-general of NATO during the 1994 Bilderberg meeting. Claes told the program that each session is run by a rapporteur who speaks for ten minutes, laying out a particular problem faced by the West. This is followed by a group discussion, during which the rapporteur takes notes and attempts to find a consensus from the group. The group’s conclusions are then provided to attendees. During his interview, Claes said:

and everybody is supposed to use those conclusions in his circle of influence.

Taken out of context, this sentence has been trumpeted by conspiracy theorists as proof that orders are given to nations at the Bilderberg meetings, and attendees are required to take those orders back to their home nations. However, in context, it’s clear that Claes also said there is no voting, no resolutions made, and the purpose of the exchange is to accommodate different—and even contradictory—opinions. One must make a deliberate misinterpretation of Claes’s one sentence in order to find anything suspicious or ominous in the interview.

Another central claim made by the conspiracy theorists is that the meetings are held in secret. Although the meetings are private, they are definitely not secret. The Bilderberg Group puts out press releases for each meeting, the list of attendees and the agenda of topics to be discussed is always public, and a press corps is present at each meeting. It is only due to the necessary restrictions of the Chatham House Rule—which is what makes the meetings both possible and useful—that the actual minutes are not published.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

Check out www.bilderbergmeetings.org. Here you’ll find info about each of the Bilderberg meetings since the group’s inception in 1954. The transparency is impressive; they freely discuss how the meetings are financed, how the invitations work, and the names and affiliations of the dozens of steering committee members (mostly bigwigs from companies you know). One thing missing from the website, unfortunately, is an outline of their plans for taking over the world.



Now, let’s talk about the idea that the Bilderberg meetings are held to allow a select group of power brokers to plan global domination. To start, the meeting is alleged to be some sort of obedience pact, presumably threat-driven, but it is made up of a completely different group of people each year. What if an attendee is given orders that he doesn’t like or refuses to carry out? The theorists say that, when a first-time attendee walks in the door—like Bill Gates did in 2010—he is told that he will be required to carry out whatever orders he is given, or else face some consequences. If that were true, it would mean that all of the thousands of attendees over the decades were okay with this arrangement, having no idea what such orders might entail. While people in positions of influence and responsibility do have real reasons for wanting to come together in an open forum to discuss problems and find mutually beneficial solutions, it’s unlikely that such people would be willing to throw away their autonomy and voluntarily enter into threat-driven obedience pacts with foreigners who may have radically different agendas.

In all probability, the Bilderbergers are no more and no less than what their website openly proclaims them to be: “an annual forum for informal discussions, designed to foster dialogue between Europe and North America.” And there is no better evidence of this than the extraordinary diversity of the meeting’s many attendees and their broad satisfaction with the tools the meetings provide.



The North American Union




Date: Imminent

Location: North America

The Conspirators: The governments of the United States, Canada, and Mexico

The Victims: The citizens of the United States, Canada, and Mexico



The Theory

Conspiracy theorists believe Canada, Mexico, and the United States are actively planning to merge into a single police megastate called the North American Union, or NAU. Why? Maximum profits for those in control (exactly who those might be is a little vague), with a half a billion laborers being forced into a Socialist dystopia to benefit those at the top. Under Socialist martial law, the dollar would disappear, and the new currency would be called the Amero. These theorists regard trade agreements such as NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement, 1994) and the SPP (Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America, 2005) as first steps to this imminent merging. Nothing like this has ever been presented to the legislative bodies or voters in any of the three countries, nor will it, claim the believers—it will simply be thrust upon everyone by force.

The Truth

The idea that the United States, Canada, and Mexico are planning to merge into a single, giant police state isn’t true. And, in fact, very few people would want this to happen—including those whom the conspiracy theorists claim would benefit.

The Backstory

Rumblings of a North American Union have always existed in the conspiracy theory community, mainly based on the existence of the Soviet Union, which was formed when a number of Eastern European states merged in 1922 and became a powerful Communist megastate. Then in 1992 the European Union was formed and theorists, who saw this as a precedent to a similar North American Union, began to talk about the idea as something that could actually happen. After all, if the Euro currency could happen over there, the Amero currency could certainly happen here.

Then, in 1994, NAFTA went into effect, which was seen by many of the more paranoid thinkers as a first step toward larger unification. Many American tradespeople found NAFTA distasteful; they believed that it benefited larger corporations at the expense of the American worker. In the aftermath of NAFTA, some academics published works that argued in favor of an Amero currency. Chief among these was a paper from a Canadian think tank called “The Case for the Amero.” Here economist Herb Grubel made a compelling case, but also pointed out that the benefits were probably outweighed by the importance to the governments of Canada and the United States of maintaining control over their own currencies.

Now, the vision of an NAU that the conspiracy theorists had in mind involved a violent takeover. There would be city-sized prison camps, forced labor, mass executions. By themselves, NAFTA and a few fringe papers just didn’t quite have this flavor . . . but then, on September 11, 2001, the world changed. Conspiracy theorists who took 9/11 as a false flag attack by the government upon its own people became convinced that martial law was imminent, and believers in the NAU took it as a sign that a violent takeover was underway. Over the years other destructive events, like the 2010 explosion of the oil rig Deepwater Horizon and various hurricanes (which some believe the government creates using some unspecified technology) were also seen as deliberate attacks upon the people by some emerging shadow cabal to weaken local economies and make the populace more susceptible to takeover.

Throughout it all, images of Amero currency have appeared regularly on the Internet. All are hoaxes, yet every image of a piece of Amero currency has its share of believers who fully accept that minting has begun, and that the takeover might happen as early as tomorrow.


Skeptoid ® Says . . . 

At least one conspiracy theorist has even found a way to make a few bucks (literally) off the story. A 2007 article from The New York Times says: “The coin designer Daniel Carr, who created the New York and Rhode Island state quarters, has minted a series of copper and silver Ameros, in denominations from one up to one thousand, and is selling them online to raise awareness of [the NUA].” You can find images of the coins by searching for them online.



The Explanation

A principal benefit of an economic union, such as the European Union, is that it makes commerce between many small, neighboring nations simpler. When everyone uses different currencies, transactions are a lot more complicated, and it’s hard to keep on top of pricing when different currencies are always fluctuating. A shared currency makes many of those problems go away.

That said, it is not without cost. When nations share a currency, they lose control over their own inflation and interest rates. The currencies of small economies are stabilized at the expense of the larger economies who can no longer control what happens to their rates. For this reason, economic unions are usually favored by smaller, more volatile economies and avoided by larger, more stable economies. Thus, when certain politicians or economists have called for a North American economic union using an Amero currency, they’ve usually been from Mexico and also from Quebec, which has always sought to be less tied economically to the rest of Canada and to be able to trade more freely with the United States. There has been little or no support for an Amero by any economists in the United States.

So, with this in mind, if an NAU is created it would be a huge net loss for the United States. This largest of the three economies would have to take on the duty of supporting the much smaller Mexican economy, draining resources away from where they are currently enjoyed. Very few American members of the alleged conspiracy would support this.

Furthermore, according to conspiracy theorists, the NAU would be far more than just an economic union. Rather, it would be a full political unification into a single state, more like the Soviet Union than the European Union. But in making this comparison, the conspiracy theorists are radically misunderstanding what took place when the Soviet Union was created. Far from being the surprise imposition of martial law upon an unsuspecting population or a secret takeover by hidden illuminati intent on deceiving the masses, which is what the conspiracy theorists think will happen when the NAU is created, the Russian Revolution of 1917 was a popular uprising by the people, led by a majority party, the Bolsheviks, against the autocratic tsars. The Bolsheviks had a lot to gain through creating a union, but this isn’t true for the United States. In fact, such a move would require the United States, a major world superpower, to give away its sovereignty. This would be unprecedented in geopolitical history, for obvious reasons. What leading nation would ever want to hand over the keys to its own destiny to someone else?

Neither Canada nor Mexico, let alone the United States, has expressed any burning desire to give away its sovereignty. None of their political or social situations resemble Russia in 1917. There are no official proposals to form a North American Union, no evidence that anyone plans to create such a union by force, and no specific individuals known to be interested in such a thing. This particular conspiracy theory is one you probably don’t need to worry about all that much.



The Denver Airport Conspiracy




Date: 1995–Present

Location: Denver, Colorado

The Conspirators: The New World Order

The Victims: Unsuspecting innocents worldwide



The Theory

Conspiracy theorists claim that the New World Order—a mysterious and poorly defined shadow cabal of illuminati—built the Denver International Airport to act as both a headquarters from which the world’s elite would launch global genocide and a vast prison camp made to contain those who resist.
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