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Introduction

Have you saved cool or meaningful wine corks over the years, either as mementos or in case you ever thought of something to do with them? Well, their time has come. You can use that cork collection to make all sorts of fun projects to display in your home, wear as an accessory, or give as a thoughtful homemade gift. Plus, you’re recycling—instead of throwing away your corks, put them to good use. Drinking wine just got even more fun!

One of the best parts of crafting with wine corks is that they’re so easy to work with. Most of the projects in this book use simple cutting, gluing, and painting techniques with everyday crafting materials. Kids can even join in the fun in Part 5. Plus, it’s not hard to find corks—don’t worry, you can buy them in bulk if your personal stash runs out.

How to Use This Book

I’ve divided this book into six parts. The first, “Cork Talk,” gives you some background about different types of corks and how to get more of them (besides drinking more wine). You’ll also learn about some tools and techniques you’ll see later in the book. The other sections—“Entertaining Accents,” “Home Décor,” “Accessories,” “Toys,” and “Celebrations”—show how you can use your corks for a wide variety of craft projects. Some of these projects call for a little more “crafting” than others—when you’re making necklaces, for example. But don’t be intimidated—my instructions are jumping-off points, and sometimes “mess-ups” are just happy accidents that create a whole new look!

The most important thing you can do with this book is have fun. So go to it!



Part 1 
Cork Talk

Crafting with wine corks is a relatively simple endeavor, but you’ll need a little background information before you dive in. In this part, you’ll learn about the different types of corks you can find, and how to get more if you need a break from drinking wine! You’ll also get a quick rundown of the everyday tools and techniques you’ll be using for the crafts in this book.

Corks 101

What is cork, anyway? Cork is tree bark! Most cork that you see is bark from the “cork oak,” an evergreen oak tree that grows in southwest Europe and northwest Africa. The cork oak’s Latin name is quercus suber, and if you even make a half-hearted attempt at pronouncing that, you’ll notice that the first word sounds kind of cork-y. Quercus actually means “oak,” though; it’s the suber part that means “cork.”

Cork is a renewable resource, which means when you are crafting with corks, you are crafting green, baby! In fact, the cork oak is not harmed at all by harvesting, which is done by hand with an axe by trained extractors. The bark grows back after nine to twelve years, and can be harvested about twelve times in the life cycle of the tree.

Cork is elastic and nearly impermeable, which is why vintners have used it to seal wine bottles since the mid-1700s.

All Wine Corks Are Not Created Equal

If you drink a lot of wine, you may have encountered several different kinds of corks. The type is chosen by the manufacturer for many different reasons, including quality, price, and how long the wine is aged. Luckily, there are ways to craft with each type! Here is a not-so-scientific guide to the different types of wine corks you may come across:


	
Natural corks: A solid piece in a chunk.

	
Agglomerated corks: Granulated cork mixed with a binder and formed; may or may not have solid cork discs glued to the top and bottom.

	
Aglica corks: A kind of agglomerated cork that is made with a finer part of the cork bark; very uniform and dense. Often has a slight facet, or beveled edge, on the top and bottom.

	
Synthetic corks: Plastic compounds created to look and “pop” like cork.



The projects in this book use all kinds of corks, even synthetic! Crafting with corks is very forgiving—if you have corks that are in great shape, you can feature them as-is—if not, you can dye, cut, or reshape them! Everyone has her own personal preference. (Personally, I like the irregular texture and variations in color that you find in natural corks.) All that matters is that you like the finished product.

Organizing Your Corks

If you have a large collection of corks, it can be kind of overwhelming to paw through them all to get the corks you want for each project. I suggest you separate them into categories ahead of time so you can easily grab what you need when you’re ready to craft.

These are the categories I separate my corks into, and how I like to use them:


	
Natural with cool pictures: Great to “feature,” like in the jewelry projects. I’m protective of these and would not use them to practice a technique on. They are special!

	
Natural with cool text: Work well in many projects, such as the Cork Board Picture Frame or Retro Sunburst Mirror (for both crafts, see Part 3). I use these more often than those with pictures, but I still save them for special uses.

	
Natural with boring text: If I look at these and think, “meh,” I use them for projects like the wreath or birdhouse, when you need lots of corks but don’t want to use your favorites. They’re also good for practicing techniques.

	
Natural with printed ends: Cool to feature in projects that showcase the ends, such as the ring and trivet projects.

	
Agglomerated (which almost always have boring-looking text, so they don’t need to be sorted out within the category): Good for practicing a project with, painting or dyeing, or when you use the cork as just a material, rather than featuring the fact that it’s a wine cork (such as in the Heart Decoration, Folk Art Flag, and Peace Decoration, see Part 6).

	
Synthetic: These work great for the Simple Stamps project (see Part 5)—but otherwise, stick to the natural cork variations.



These are just my preferences. The more you get to know your collection and the different ways to use corks, the more you’ll develop your own styles and preferences.

Basic Cork Crafting Techniques

Most of the projects in this book require some simple crafting skills. No need to be intimidated—they are all easy to master. Read on for tips on each technique.

CUTTING AND SANDING

I had the best results using a small woodworker’s coping saw. A coping saw is a thin-bladed tool that is shaped like the letter P. You can find one at a hardware store, or online. Use a block of wood under the cork to give you some leverage and height, and go slow.
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Another way to cut corks is with an X-ACTO knife—a very sharp, razor-like knife that’s great for detail work (such as the Simple Stamps project, see Part 5). They’re available at craft and office supply stores, hardware stores, and online.

Cutting a cork does leave the edges a bit rough, so I keep two kinds of sandpaper at the ready—rough and fine. The rough grit is useful when you have a very crumbly edge that you need to clean up, while the fine grit works best when you just need to get rid of a few slightly uneven spots. I find it easiest to put the sandpaper on a table and gently swipe the cork across it a few times. A little bit of sanding goes a long way.


Do I Need to Soak My Corks Before Cutting?

I have read on the Internet that you should soak corks in hot water before cutting, to avoid crumbling. But I gotta tell you, I cut hundreds of corks for the projects in this book and I didn’t soak any of them. I’d try cutting your corks without soaking them first—unless your collection is extremely dry, you probably don’t need to bother.



DRILLING

You’ll need a drill to make holes for clasps, hooks, and the like. A handheld power drill will do the job. Use the power drill on top of a wood block, to give you some stability and leverage.

If you have and are comfortable using a drill press, you can also use that. Be especially careful when you don’t have a flat edge to drill into! The cork can roll around if you don’t hold it securely.

GLUING

Since corks are so lightweight, they’re relatively easy to glue. When I first started working with corks, I didn’t believe that a hot glue gun would make a secure bond. I imagined the corks breaking apart from each other with clumps of dried glue on them. To my surprise, the hot glue worked just great most of the time! Any time the corks are being glued to something for a decoration, the hot glue gun is the way to go. You can find inexpensive glue guns at craft stores and online. Make sure to buy extra glue sticks ahead of time!

You do have a couple of other options, too:


	E6000: This is a very strong crafting glue, available at craft stores. It’s a good option if your project is going to get some wear or tugging. Follow package instructions when using.

	If you’re in a pinch, some carpenter’s wood glue or Gorilla Glues will work as well.
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DYEING

Dyeing corks enhances them with a nice translucent color, so you can still see the printing and grain of the cork. Readily available dyes like Rit brand work great on corks too. Here are some tips for using Rit:


	Feel free to follow Rit’s directions for dye/water ratio—or don’t. Once when I didn’t have the recommended amount of dye, I found that I still got great results using less dye than they had advised.

	Be careful using dye, because it will stain clothing and nearby surfaces. Wear old clothes, use gloves to protect your hands, and cover surfaces to guard against any splash-over.

	I dye my corks in a plastic shoe container (the kind you buy for organizing stuff). You could also use a bucket or glass bowl.
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