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Chapter 1

THE INVITATION

Lucy couldn’t believe she had been accepted to Minecrafters Academy. She had always dreamt about attending the prestigious school. At Minecrafters Academy, you learned how to build majestic homes, brew special potions, and hunt for resources that were vital for survival in the Overworld. She would be one among the elite students at the academy, and Lucy was thrilled. Although, she had to admit, she was also a little nervous. She wouldn’t have her friends, Max, Henry, and Steve with her. She would have to make new friends.

Lucy sprinted over to her friends, Max and Henry, who were helping Steve work on his wheat farm. They were working with him to create a new irrigation system so his crops would grow faster.

Lucy called out, “I just got a letter from Minecrafters Academy!”

“What does it say?” asked Steve.

“They want me to study there.”

“When do you leave?” asked Henry.

“Tomorrow.” Lucy could barely believe the words coming from her own mouth. She had so little time to prepare. She was beginning to grow quite anxious. There was so much to do. Her inventory needed to be stocked, and she had to make sure she had an enchantment table and the many other tools required for all students at the academy.

“Tomorrow? That’s so soon.” Henry looked shocked.

“I know. I feel a bit overwhelmed. There is so much to do to prepare for the trip.” Lucy began to pace.

“That means you won’t be able to go on the treasure hunt I had planned.” Max was disappointed. They had discussed going on a treasure hunt to the Nether. Someone had told Max about an amazing treasure in a Nether fortress. They had been planning to leave the next day to search for the fortress and unearth the treasure.

“I know.” Lucy was very disappointed, too. “But when I get back, I’ll be able to help find all sorts of treasures. Just think of the new skills I’ll learn when I’m away.”

“I know,” said Max. “But we are going to miss you. You’re a part of our team.”

Henry added, “The treasure hunts aren’t going to be the same without you.”

Lucy was upset. She didn’t want to make her friends sad, but she knew this was an opportunity that she couldn’t pass up. “I am going to miss you guys a lot. But I bet the time will fly by.”

Steve said, “Isn’t Minecrafters Academy far from here?’

“Yes, that’s why I have to leave tomorrow. I want to give myself enough time to make the journey,” Lucy replied.

Steve suggested, “Can we accompany you on the trip to the academy?”

“Yes.” Lucy was so happy. She had been worried about traveling there alone. To get there, you had to travel through various biomes, and it would take a few days. Now she would have help crafting homes and battling any hostile mobs or griefers she might encounter on her trip.

“I’d also like to help you stock up your inventory. As you know, I have a lot of resources, and I want to share them with you,” Steve told Lucy. Steve was a successful wheat farmer and he traded his wheat for various resources.

“Thanks, Steve!” Lucy was so happy to have such good friends. She knew that despite being far away for a long stretch of time, they would still be friends.

“It’s getting dark,” Henry remarked. “We should head back to the farmhouse. We don’t want to battle any hostile mobs.”

“Too late,” Max announced as he watched two lanky Endermen walk past them.

Lucy reassured Max, “There’s nothing to worry about. If we don’t stare at the Endermen, they won’t attack us.”

Although this was true, Henry had accidently looked in the direction of one of the two dark block-carrying Endermen, and the purple-eyed beast let out a shriek and teleported toward him.

Henry stood frozen in terror. He didn’t want to battle the Enderman. It had been a long day, and he had spent a large portion of the day helping Steve tend to his wheat farm.

“Help!” Henry called out to the others.

“Sprint toward the water!” Lucy instructed Henry.

Henry sprinted as fast as he could in the direction of the water. His friends followed him.

“Jump in!” Max shouted to Henry.

Henry jumped into the deep, blue water and both of the Endermen followed closely behind.

“Henry, are you okay?” Lucy called out.

Henry swam to the shore. “The Endermen were destroyed. It’s going to be okay, but we have to head back to Steve’s house. We need to get inside. It’s getting darker and I fear that we will be attacked again.”

“Oh no!” Lucy called out. “Zombies!”

Zombies lumbered toward them. A group of townspeople sprinted behind them, attacking them with swords and arrows. One of the townspeople called out, “We need help! The village is being attacked by hordes of zombies.”

Henry looked over at Lucy. “I guess this is going to be a memorable last night.”

“You’re right.” Lucy smiled as she and her friends sprinted toward the village armed with diamond swords and bows and arrows.

Kaboom!

An explosion was heard in the distance.

Henry cried out, “I think we’re going to be fighting a lot more than zombies.”

Max clutched his diamond sword. “It sounds like the village is under attack.”

Kaboom!

A second explosion was heard throughout the town.

Lucy shouted to a townsperson, “Do you know who is behind this attack?”

“No, but I think someone is blowing up all the stores in the town with TNT.”

“It sounds like a griefer,” said Max.

“We can’t just make a guess. We have to take action,” Henry called out to his friends as he sprinted toward the town. He was ready to battle the zombies and find out who was behind the explosions.


Chapter 2

HERE COMES TROUBLE

As Lucy sprinted with her friends, she secretly worried that the battle would take too long and she wouldn’t be able to make it to the academy on time. But she had to stop thinking about herself, because there was a village to save. When she entered the town, Lucy noticed her friend Eliot the Blacksmith’s shop had been destroyed by TNT. She looked for Eliot. She feared for his safety. Her heart began to beat quickly.

“Eliot!” Lucy called out, but there was no response.

Henry looked over at Lucy. “We have to see if he’s okay.”

They tried to battle zombies as they searched for their missing friend.

“Watch out!” Henry cried as a zombie lurked behind Lucy.

Lucy turned and attacked the zombie with her diamond sword. Two more zombies approached her and she struck them as well. With a few blows from her sword, she was able to destroy the zombies.

“Oh no!” Steve sounded terrified. “I can’t believe how many zombies are spawning.”

“Somebody must be behind this attack,” Lucy called out as she struck three more zombies and destroyed them.

Henry reminded them, “We have to find Eliot.”

Lucy agreed, but the village was filled with zombies. The vacant-eyed beasts ripped the doors from their hinges and attacked the helpless villagers inside the shops and library. As the villagers were being transformed into zombie villagers, Lucy looked through her inventory for golden apples to help save them. While searching through her inventory, she heard a familiar voice.

“Lucy!” It was Eliot!

“Eliot! Are you okay?”

“Yes, but after my shop was destroyed, I saw someone dressed in a blue suit carrying blocks of TNT. I tried to follow them, but I lost them. They were headed toward Steve’s wheat farm. You have to stop them. They could blow up his house,” Eliot informed his friends.

Two zombies lumbered toward Eliot. Lucy took out her bow and arrow and aimed at the zombies. “We have to find the griefers and stop them from destroying Steve’s house.” Lucy was upset.
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