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Thanks to my brother Mike, who did extensive research on the book 
and wrote a number of the entries.


Introduction 

A funny thing happened to me as I wrote this book. Normally when I write something, I read it over for sense and accuracy after I’m finished. But this book was different. As I read over the various entries, I found myself engrossed in many of them, as though I were reading them for the first time. I surely hope you have a similar reaction.

The entries cover a wide variety of topics from animals to transportation, diet to medical matters, celebrities to pets, gender relations to the home—and many more present a wide variety of facts where the frequency or degree—or the infrequency of—are described in terms of percentages, which are often interesting and surprising in and of themselves. Each entry was selected by me and had a simple criteria: is it interesting? The book is not meant to be an encyclopedic reference on reality but, rather, an entertaining read where one can get a quick grasp of the facts and an overview of a subject. For example: 90% of all dog owners give their dogs gifts at Christmas and on their birthdays; 30% of all dog owners carry a picture of their dog in their wallets; and 25% percent of owners surveyed said they have missed work because of their dog’s illnesses. Collectively what does this entry tell us? That most dog owners love their dogs to a degree perhaps not yet realized by readers who don’t own dogs.

There are many other entries that are similarly entertaining as well as enlightening, such as ones where the sex practices of teenagers give us a tremendous insight into what their lives are like. You also get a sense of how dangerous it is to be young in the wild and how only the strong survive when you read the percentages. In some entries, too, I have been constrained to give people what amounts to advice. For example, there are some entries focusing on rip-offs on such things as wet basements and mold remediation, and I tell you how to handle such problems without paying someone a chunk of your hard-earned cash! Some entries are light and entertaining—such as the one that recounts how many cats snore—some are not. However, you can be guaranteed that no matter the topic, you’ll learn a lot.

Perhaps you will choose your own favorite entries, such as the one where the question posed is how many people have an alcoholic drink for breakfast.

Surprisingly, if you make under $20,000 a year you might be among the 20% in that group who have a drink, and if you make over $100,000 a year you might be among the 33% who imbibes with breakfast. I can hear it now:

“What will you have for breakfast, honey?”

“Two eggs up, hash brown, rye toast, and a boilermaker.”

Some entries are short. Some are long. But in all cases I was mindful that this book is not just a presentation of data—of percentages—but that I should try to put the numbers in the context of why a certain percentage is what it is. For example, the fastest animal in the United States is the pronghorn antelope, which is 35% faster than a race horse, and can run sixty-five miles per hour for the better part of an hour. Why, you ask? To find out, you’ll have to read on. . . . Indeed, with all the information that this book presents, it may as well be called The Book of Percentages—Plus!

I hope you get 100% enjoyment out of this book. I know I did.

Tom Philbin 


What percentage of movies are given an R-rating?

More than half of all films—55%—have been R-rated. 24% have been rated PG. 10% have been rated PG-13, since this rating came into existence in 1984. Only 8% of all films have received a G-rating and 3% rated NC-17, which replaced the X-rating in 1990.

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS ARE CHECKING JOB CANDIDATES OUT ON THE INTERNET?

You may be surprised at the number of companies who really are checking out their employees—prospective or otherwise— online. 61% of companies are doing online background checks and, in 43% of these cases, job candidates were not hired because of the negative information these companies found. When they looked online, hiring managers discovered that 31% of prospects had lied about their qualifications, 24% were linked to criminal behavior, 19% had bad-mouthed their former or present company, 19% boasted about doing drugs or drinking, 15% spread confidential information from former employers, 11% posted suggestive photographs, and 8% had a screen name that created a poor first impression. Since the advent of Facebook, MySpace, and even Google, people don’t realize that much of the information they post is public information, but you need to be careful. Always think twice before posting info that can hurt your chances of getting—or keeping—a job.

“Sex appeal is 50% what you’ve got and 50% what people think you’ve got.”

Sophia Loren, Italian actress

What kinds of movies are watched by the highest percentage of people?

This depends, of course, on who you ask. The percentage of people watching movies with positive moral content has increased by 163% over the last several years. Viewership of movies that provide an uplifting, redemptive experience has also increased by 337%.

How many doctors don’t follow appropriate hand-washing guidelines?

The disgusting truth is that more than half—60%—of all doctors don’t wash their hands when they are supposed to. Take control of your health and ask your doctors to wash their hands if you don’t observe them doing so.

Talent counts 30%, appearance counts 70%. 

Chinese proverb 

IF YOUR CHILD WERE GUILTY OF A NONVIOLENT CRIME, WOULD YOU TELL THE COPS?

Talk about a parent’s love! Only 32% of parents said they would sing like a canary; 68% would keep their mouths shut.

Are Americans honest? 
Americans aren’t doing too badly in the honesty category with 48% considering themselves to be very honest, 50% believing themselves to be somewhat honest, and only 2% admitting to not being very honest at all.

What percentage of young men have been forcibly removed from a wedding?

We’ve all seen those wedding videos where a drunken groomsman tries to beat up the groom/ swing from a chandelier/make out with an unwilling bridesmaid. Turns out that 5% of young men have been removed from weddings for this type of bad behavior.

What percentage of people are left-handed?

Between 7% and 10% of the population is left-handed. There are a variety of causes for this inclination, including exposure to higher-than-normal rates of testosterone, genetic facts, and the effect of ultrasound on the brain. Left-handedness appears more frequently in males than females, in identical twins, and in a variety of groups of people afflicted with neurological disorders such as Down syndrome and mental retardation. For years, being a southpaw carried a social stigma, but this has largely faded, though some people still feel oppressed. The list of the many famous left-handed people includes Bill Clinton, Harry Truman, Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, military figures such as Julius Caesar and Alexander the Great, automaker Henry Ford, Benjamin Franklin, Helen Keller, and entertainers Jay Leno and David Letterman.

Which gender more commonly stalks the other?

Men stalk more frequently than women. 75% of stalkers are men, leaving women to make up that extra 25%. All told, experts estimate that there are 1.4 million stalkers in America. There are a number of things to be aware of, some of them quite upsetting, but don’t worry too much. The first stalking law was instituted in 1990 in California; now all fifty states have them.

How many people aged eighteen and older have never been married?
60% of Americans have never been married. Another 25% are divorced, and 15% are widowed.

What percentage of American households own a horse?

4% of all Americans own at least one horse and 3% board their horse at home. It appears that, if you’re a horse owner, you also own a dog. 80% of all of horse owners seem to prescribe to this logic.

“80% of success is showing up.” 

Woody Allen, U.S. actor 

“Harpists spend 90% of their lives tuning their harps and 10% playing out of tune. ” 

Igor Stravinsky, Russian-born composer 

What is America’s favorite spectator sport?

Astonishingly, football blew away the competition with 43% of the population judging it as their favorite sport. Baseball came in second with a popularity rating of only 12%—surprising, considering that baseball is “America’s past time.” Following baseball was basketball at 11%, hockey at 4%, and auto racing at 3%. Ice skating and golf came in as the least popular sports with an approval rating of 2% and 2% respectively.

HOW LONG SHOULD A MAN HAVE DATED A WOMAN BEFORE PASSING GAS IN FRONT OF HER?

While 34% of women believe that this should never be deemed acceptable, many women disagreed. 39% of women believe that a man should wait until they have officially become boyfriend and girlfriend. 13% think a man should at least wait until the end of a first date, and 12% of women wanted that moment to wait until they were living together. The remaining 2% believed the question was too gross to answer.

What percentage of the time do celebrity marriages end in divorce?

Perhaps this comes as no surprise, but celebrity marriages break up an average of 50% of the time, compared to 31% for non-celebs. Among the main reasons for this high divorce rate is the constant temptation of beautiful men and women coming out of the proverbial woodwork and the weak personalities of actors and actresses who could not avoid the temptation.

How much confidence do Americans have in the government’s ability to protect its citizens from terrorist attacks?

Only 16% of Americans have a great deal of confidence in the government’s ability to protect them against attack. The greatest number of people—57%—have a fair amount of trust, 23% admit to having limited confidence, and 4% have almost no confidence in the government’s abilities at all!

WHAT DO VOTERS CONSIDER THE MOST IMPORTANT CHARACTER TRAITS IN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES?

47% of the people consider honesty to be the most important trait a candidate can have, followed by a “take-charge” personality, which is important to 21% of the voting public. A down-to-earth ability to connect with ordinary people is important to 21% as well, with an even-tempered personality being important to only 7%. Last, but not least, 4% of voters want a candidate to have a strong religious faith.

HOW FAST IS FAST FOOD?

Very fast. Roughly 68% of people in fast food drive-through lines will not wait more than five minutes. So, in order to hang onto their customers, more and more fast-food joints are allowing their clientele to order food electronically, so it’s ready when they arrive. Pizza chains are in the lead on this. For example, Pizza Hut gets thirty electronic orders a minute, and the company’s online ordering has increased by 600% in the last three years. Pizza Hut is not alone. Chipotle first offered online ordering in 2006 and that has increased by over 40%. Next on the menu appears to be text messaged orders.

“ Art is 110% sweat.”

Robert Risking, U.S. screenwriter 

How many American homes have two TVs?

80% of all American homes have two TVs and 50% have three.

WHAT PERCENT OF PEOPLE WASH PRODUCE BEFORE CONSUMPTION?

Only 71% of vegetable eaters wash their fruits and vegetables before sitting down to eat. This means 29% do not, which is a risky idea considering the bacteria that can lurk in leafy greens and unwashed fruits and vegetables.

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF AMERICANS HAVE DISCUSSED THE TOPIC OF RACISM WITH A PERSON OF A DIFFERENT RACE?

A large majority! 83% of males have broached the topic, along with 64% of females, 72% of whites, 70% of blacks, and 84% of those who identify as “other.”

WHAT IS THE LIFE OF A MUSICIAN LIKE?

While they’re on their way to becoming professional musicians, the majority of musicians—like actors or actresses— must hold other jobs in order to survive. 40% are self-employed. The rest work regularly for someone else. The majority of those who follow this path earn between $10.81 and $36.55 an hour. However, 10% of all musicians basically earn minimum wage. Musicians in the top 10% of moneymakers do quite well, earning roughly $57.37 an hour. Of course, the superstars of music can earn just about anything.

“You can learn a lot from the client. . . . Some 70% doesn’t matter, but 30% will kill you. ”

Paul J. Paulson, U.S. business executive 

What percentage of Americans play fantasy sports?

With the popularity of fantasy sports continuing to grow, 5% of adults now participate in a fantasy league. Men are more likely to participate than women and younger men are more likely to play than those who are older.

What are the odds that a burglary in the United States will be solved?

You would think that figuring out who robbed your home and stole your forty-two-inch plasma TV would be a high priority for police departments around the country. That may or may not be true, but only around 14% of all home burglars are brought to justice.

What percentage of animals has been driven to extinction?

As a result of mismanagement, pollution, and the territorial encroachment of the growing human population, 33% of animals have been lost forever. The implications of this tragedy on humanity cannot be fully envisioned at this point, but surely it is not good.


Have teen pregnancies increased?

Unfortunately, teen pregnancy is on the rise. In recent years, the amount of pregnancies has increased by 15% .


WHAT PERCENTAGE OF AMERICANS BELIEVE IN CREATIONISM?

Close to 64% of people want creationism, which is generally understood as the creation story based on the Book of Genesis, to be taught hand in hand with evolution in public schools. Only 48% of these people accept any form of evolution, even if guided by God, and a mere 26% accept Darwin’s theory of evolution. 42% of those polled believe that all living things—plant, animal, and human—have existed in their present form since the beginning of time.

Also, 27% of college students believe that creatures have always existed in their present form, and they are joined by 50% of high school graduates, and 42% of people who attended, but didn’t graduate from college.

Are American kids too cool for school?

Nationally, about 75% of children ages twelve to seventeen are doing fine academically, performing at or above the grade level they are in. Additionally, 25% of the children in this age bracket are in a gifted class. Girls do better than boys, and children with married parents do better than those with parents who are divorced, widowed, or never married.

What Protestant religious group is most common?

For decades, the most common denomination was mainstream liberal Protestantism, but now Fundamentalist denominations have taken over. In 2003, only 46% of American Protestants identified themselves with mainline Protestant denominations as compared to 59% in 1960.

What percentage of men have dated someone ten years older than they are?

Cougar alert! 24% of men have dated someone at least ten years older than they are.

How would you like to be told if a man isn’t into you?

Even though it hurts, 38% of women would like the guy to be honest and straightforward. They don’t want to be strung along. 34% want the guy to wait a few days, then call and let them down gently. 26% of women just want the guy to spare their feelings by taking their number and then simply never calling.

How many American women are prostitutes?

Astonishing—and sad—1%, or one million American women, prostitute themselves. 80% of these women cite drug use as the reason behind their illicit activity. You can’t buy drugs if you don’t have any money and, oftentimes, prostitutes are heavily addicted.

Do eggs help on a diet?

The answer is yes! The amount of calories found in two eggs is better than the equivalent number of calories in a bagel because they keep people feeling fuller until the next meal. Indeed, people who start their day with eggs as part of a low calories diet lose 65% more weight than their peers who begin their day with bagels.

How experienced are today’s air traffic controllers?

Today’s air traffic controllers are 25% trainees, a number that has gone up 100% in the last year. Meanwhile, the experienced controllers ( 75% ) have increased their workload by up to 50% . Have a nice flight!

What percentage of couples call off their weddings per year?

The question is: if you’re not sure you want to get married, why propose or accept the ring?
 Well, 20% of couples each year—almost 500,000 people—will call off their nuptials.

“80% were hypocrites, 80% liars, 80% serious sinners . . . except on Sundays.” There is always boozing and floozying . . . I don’t have enough time to tell you everybody’s name.

William “Fishbait” Miller, Congressional doorkeeper 

How strong is a male Orangutan?

Male orangutans, who live mainly in Sumatra and Borneo, tip the scales at 90kg (200lb). The orangutan is the largest tree-dweller, and is roughly 400% stronger than a man. But, despite this difference, orangutans often seem closer to humans than other creatures in terms of their abilities. For example, these giants have been seen creating primitive tools, which they use to probe into narrow crevasses to gain leverage as well as to find food.

Has the number of multiple births increased?

Very much so! With the advent of fertility treatments, we are seeing more and more multiple births in the news. In fact, the rate of multiple births has increased by 65% between 1980 and the present.

What percentage of the time does an exterior of a building require heavy preparation, such as scraping or priming, before the surface can be renewed?

If the surface is painted, it will only need this prepartion 10% of the time. If the surface has a penetrating stain on it then chances are that less than 5% that prep of any kind will be needed, because penetrating stain—the kind that seeps down into the wood—doesn’t peel.

I’ll take 50% efficiency to get to one 100% loyalty.

Samuel Goldwyn, U.S. film producer 

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF YOUNG AMERICANS CAN ANSWER THE QUESTION: WHERE IN THE WORLD IS CARMEN SAN DIEGO?
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