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1 Comet


The sky was a clear blue. Puffs of fluffy white clouds drifted above the Davis farm. The sunshine made the fur on my back feel nice and warm. Even the dirt smelled yummy, like leaves, flowers, and mud. I dug my paws deeper into the ground.

It was the perfect day for a race!
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Comet came bounding out of the barn. Her horse legs still seemed a little bit too long for her horse body as she trotted over to me.

Comet is the new horse. She is Star and Grey’s foal, and she thinks she’s fast.

But I’m Bo Davis! Everyone knows I am the fastest animal around.

I can run faster than a chicken. I can run faster than a sheep. I can even run faster than my human brother and sister, Wyatt and Imani.
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Plus, I can almost outrun the family truck, if it weren’t for the fence I’m not supposed to cross.

That’s why Comet and I needed to race: to prove once and for all who’s the fastest on the Davis farm.

I greeted the young horse with a nod. “Morning, Comet.”

“Hiya, Bo,” she neighed cheerfully. “What a nice, sunny day!”

“It sure is,” I said. “Are you ready to run?”

“You bet I am! And I’m going to win, too!” Comet said.

I woofed with a big puppy dog grin. “Oh, Comet, I’m sorry, but I don’t think so. I’ve been running since before you were born!”
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Some of the sheep grazing in the field nearby lifted their heads and watched us. Zonks the pig glanced up from his trough and shuffled over.
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“Wait, are you two racing?” he squealed. Then he hollered, “Hey, everyone! Bo and Comet are going to see who’s faster—horses or dogs!”

Well, that was all the farm needed to hear. Soon all sorts of animals gathered around us.
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Suddenly chickens, cows, sheep, and ducks were bickering about who they thought would win the race.

I could feel my heart beat a little bit quicker. We had an audience!

I tried to ignore everyone else and asked, “Where should we race to, Comet?”
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She looked around the pasture, then lifted her nose toward the far end of the field.

“How about we race to that bale of hay down there?” Comet suggested.

“Okay,” I agreed. “Where should we start?”

Before Comet could answer, Rufus the rooster strutted over.
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Rufus was the head rooster, and where he went, animals paid attention.

He scratched a line in the dirt and clucked, “You will start here. Now take your marks, get set, and wait for my signal.”
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2 Horsing Around


As Comet and I stood next to each other, the rest of the farm animals lined the racecourse.

Comet arched her neck, then stuck it out straight and long. She was ready to dash.

I crouched low too and prepared to run as fast as I could.

Rufus counted down. “Okay. Three, two, one, cock-a-doodle-doo!”
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I bounded out first, but I could feel Comet’s hooves thumping the ground close behind me.

My legs stretched out as far as they could reach, and I moved through the air. I was almost floating, but I felt the grass tickle the pads of my paws.

The entire farm zipped by me. Or I zipped past it. Running like this makes dogs feel freer and happier than ever.

But Comet was still right behind me. She was fast for a foal!
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I knew horses were good runners, but I didn’t think she would be this speedy.

Then Comet wasn’t behind me anymore. She was right next to me!

“Hi, Bo,” she neighed.

Comet wasn’t out of breath at all! My tongue was hanging out, and I was panting for air, but Comet looked like she could run forever.

She smiled and said, “Bo, can you believe all the animals have come out to see us? And look at those pretty flowers!”
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