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Dear NFT Reader,

Don’t believe the East Coast partisan propaganda. There is a functional mass transit system in Los Angeles, and we’ll show you how to use it. But the other side of the country does get one LA stereotype right: we remain a city in love with the internal combustion engine. It’s not a reciprocal romance—your car won’t plan the date by itself, and it assuredly never pays for anything while continuing to suck your bank account dry. But NFT can wing for you. As usual, the Not For Tourists guide to LA is designed to fit snugly under the driver’s seat, and be easily retrieved while watching the road. When you’re parked in 405 traffic, you can thank us for the reading material.

But NFT isn’t just for drivers. It’s for anyone who wants to make this somewhat maddeningly designed, palm tree-peppered concrete jungle a home. We invented sprawl, y’all, and it’s well nigh impossible to find one’s way around without good leads. When the Bruins, the Hollywood Bowl, and the Academy Awards bottleneck traffic, we’ll show you alternate routes. When you find yourself trapped in the tangled Downtown freeway plug, we’ll show you how to unclog yourself. And when you don’t feel like driving (or, heavens forfend, your car is in the shop), we’ll show you the bank branches, grocery stores, and cheap hangouts that have been hiding out in your neighborhood this whole time.

“It’s a nice place to live,” said Mark Twain, “but I wouldn’t want to visit.” That’s why, even if you’re just in here for the weekend, we want you to see Los Angeles through the eyes of savvy Angelenos y Angelenas. There’s a lot to see, and it’s not all bucolic beaches, bottle-blondes, and lettuce lunches. If LA is a materialist mecca and the world’s most prolific illusion factory, it’s also the globe’s most “global” metropolis and we sent some of the smartest, most curious, most hype-resistant people we know to sup, drink, dance, listen, learn, browse, play, exercise, relax, shop, visit, mingle, and report on the melting pot within the melting pot.

Without fail or pause, Los Angeles changes. Thus, while this book is the essence of our mission, we’re pretty sure this computer thing isn’t a fad, and we also work hard and late to stay current at www.notfortourists.com. If your favorite art gallery folds, or you finally find a place in this town with a good deep-dish, please let us know. NFT never sleeps.

Like we always do about this time, we’d like to thank our contributors for their work. Another flash of the movie-star smile goes to the office staff, for making it happen. And a final thanks to you, dear reader, for exploring Los Angeles with us.


Map 1 • Beverly Hills [image: image]

[image: image]



Map 1

[image: image]

When the outside world pictures Los Angeles, it often defaults to well-lit images of Beverly Hills: palm trees, 23 broad avenues, nice cars, snappy rich folk. Shopping Rodeo Drive is high-stakes fun, but locals avoid it. To store the best BH memories, visit during the holidays, when the decorations above Wilshire Boulevard beam their glitzy charm. And there’s one mental-health practitioner per 100 residents! If you’re just visiting, enjoy the town’s only freebie: two hours gratis in a public parking lot.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences •
8949 Wilshire Blvd
310-247-3000
Brake for red carpets and klieg lights! Many premieres are held here.

• Beverly Hills Civic Center •
Santa Monica Blvd & N Rexford Dr
310-285-1000
Infrastructure for the rich and famous.

• The Beverly Hills Hotel • 9641 W Sunset Blvd
310-276-2251
Legends have stayed at the Pink Palace.

• Four Seasons Beverly Wilshire • 9500 Wilshire Blvd
310-275-5200
Pretty Woman stayed here.

• Greystone Mansion • 905 Loma Vista Dr
310-285-6830
Formerly the Doheny Mansion, now part of a lovely public park.

• Greystone Park • 905 Loma Vista Dr
310-285-6830
Amazing views of Beverly Hills at this public mansion estate. Luke and Laura got married here, and you can too.

• Paley Center for Media • 465 N Beverly Dr
310-786-1091
Where reruns of old sitcoms are considered art.

• Prada • 469 N Rodeo Dr
310-385-5959
Architect Rem Koolhaas gives BH something else to look at.

• The Witch’s House • 516 Walden Dr
Fairytale haunt straight out of Hansel and Gretel.
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• Bar Noir • 140 S Lasky Dr
310-281-4000
Très petit hotel bar serves mondo martinis.

• The Blvd • 9500 Wilshire Blvd
310-275-5200
Hotel bar with clubby feel.

• The Club Bar • 9882 S Santa Monica Blvd
310-551-2888
Classy hotel bar.

[image: image] Restaurants

• The Belvedere • 9882 Little Santa Monica Blvd
310-975-2736 • $$$$
Upscale hotel dining.

• The Blvd • 9500 Wilshire Blvd
310-275-5200 • $$$$
Pretty Woman in us all.

• Boa • 9200 W Sunset Blvd
310-278-2050 • $$$$
Steaks on the Sunset Strip.

• Brighton Coffee Shop • 9600 Brighton Way
310-276-7732 • $$
Comfort food.

• Crustacean • 9646 S Santa Monica Blvd
310-205-8990 • $$$$
High-end Vietnamese.

• Da Pasquale • 9749 Little Santa Monica Blvd
310-859-3884 • $$$
Neighborhood Italian.

• The Farm of Beverly Hills • 439 N Beverly Dr
310-273-5578 • $$$
Yeehaw darlings! Farm-fresh salads and entrees.

• The Grill on the Alley • 9560 Dayton Way
310-276-0615 • $$$$
Hollywood power lunch spot.

• La Scala • 434 N Canon Dr
310-275-0579 • $$$$
Classic Italian.

• Le Pain Quotidien • 9630 S Santa Monica Blvd
310-859-1100 • $$
Classy French sandwich shop.

• Mastro’s Steakhouse • 246 N Canon Dr
310-888-8782 • $$$$$
Great steaks; don’t miss the upstairs piano bar.

• Maude • 212 S Beverly Dr
310-859-3418 • $$$$$
Heady, inspired ever-changing tasting menus in intimate setting.

• Mulberry Street Pizzeria • 240 S Beverly Dr
310-247-8100 • $$
Thin-crust pizza.

• Mulberry Street Pizzeria • 347 N Canon Dr
310-247-8998 • $$
Thin-crust pizza.

• Nate ‘n Al’s • 414 N Beverly Dr
310-274-0101 • $$
New York-style deli.

• Nic’s • 453 N Canon Dr
310-550-5707 • $$$$$
Oysters and martinis—need we say more?

• The Polo Lounge • 9641 W Sunset Blvd
310-887-2777 • $$$$$
The Grande Dame of hotel dining.

• Spago Beverly Hills • 176 N Canon Dr
310-385-0880 • $$$$$
Flagship restaurant that begat the airport food court empire.

• Sprinkles Cupcakes • 9635 S Santa Monica Blvd
310-274-8765 • $
LA’s version of Magnolia bakery.

• Xi’an • 362 N Canon Dr
310-275-3345 • $$$
Healthy and delicious Chinese in a BH atmosphere.


Rodeo Drive is a theme park, complete with sky-high price tags, throngs of tourists, and annoying parking. Rodeo is surprisingly not always a reliable place to gawk at the beau monde—you’re better off trying a restaurant like Bouchon. To get closer to earth, try Beverly Drive south of Wilshire—get lunch at The Farm and browse art books at Taschen.
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• Barney’s New York • 9570 Wilshire Blvd
310-276-4400
Upscale department store. It’s not shopping—it’s investing.

• Chanel Boutique • 400 N Rodeo Dr
310-278-5500
You can channel Coco here.

• The Cheese Store of Beverly Hills • 419 N Beverly Dr
310-278-2855
High-quality cheese, even better olives. Also wine counseling.

• Gearys • 351 N Beverly Dr
310-273-4741
The place for wedding gifts and now wedding rings.

• Giorgio Armani • 436 N Rodeo Dr
310-271-5555
It’s Rodeo Drive, baby.

• Gucci • 347 N Rodeo Dr
310-278-3451
Ignore the imitations; this is the original.

• Neiman Marcus • 9700 Wilshire Blvd
310-550-5900
High-end department store.

• Prada Epicenter • 337 N Rodeo Dr
310-278-8661
The conceptual Rem Koolhaas-designed store.

• Saks Fifth Avenue • 9600 Wilshire Blvd
310-275-4211
Chi-chi department store.

• Sprinkles Cupcakes • 9635 S Santa Monica Blvd
310-274-8765
Cupcakes with intimidating pedigree.

• TASCHEN • 354 N Beverly Dr
310-274-4300
For all your art and fetish needs.
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Fun fact: While it is, in many ways, the heart of Los Angeles—featuring some of the area’s most ubiquitous locations, from the Sunset Strip to Chateau Marmont—West Hollywood is technically its own city. It’s also the center of all things gay in Los Angeles. Don’t miss the spectacular costumes (and ogling masses) of the Halloween parade.
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• Case Study House #22 • 1636 Woods Dr
Pierre Koenig’s architectural triumph that sums up the whole spirit of late twentieth-century architecture.

• CBS Television City • Beverly Blvd & N Fairfax Ave
323-575-2458
Wanna be on The Price is Right? Come on down!

• The Chaplin Studios • 1416 N La Brea Ave
Charlie Chaplin’s charming English Tudor-esque studios, now the Jim Henson studio.

• Chateau Marmont • 8221 W Sunset Blvd
323-656-1010
Chic hotel where John Belushi died.

• The Cinefamily • 611 N Fairfax Ave
323-655-2510
Only the ticket prices will remind you that it’s the 21st century.

• Pacific Design Center • 8687 Melrose Ave
310-657-0800
Nicknamed “The Blue Whale” for obvious reasons.

• Pan Pacific Park • 7600 Beverly Blvd
323-939-8874
It’s a storm drain! We mean, it’s a park!

• Pink’s Famous Hot Dogs • 709 N La Brea Ave
323-931-4223
A line around the block; it’s that famous.

• Rock Walk • 7425 W Sunset Blvd
323-874-1060
Mann’s Chinese has John Wayne, the Rock Walk has Slash.

• Runyon Canyon Park • Franklin Ave & N Fuller Ave
Once Errol Flynn’s estate, now a very popular off-leash hiking trail.

• Santa Monica Blvd • 
Santa Monica Blvd & N La Cienega Blvd
The heart of gay West Hollywood.

• Schindler House • 833 N Kings Rd
323-651-1510
A desert camp inspired this brilliant creation by architect Rudolph Schindler.

• Sunset Strip • W Sunset Blvd & N Doheny Dr
Its clubs are still the center of LA’s (bridge and tunnel) nightlife.

• Whisky A Go Go • 8901 W Sunset Blvd
310-652-4202
Music venue for legendary bands of yore.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The 3rd Stop • 8636 W 3rd St
310-273-3605
Beer bar.

• The Abbey • 692 N Robertson Blvd
310-289-8410
Mix, mingle, and make out in this West Hollywood gem.

• Andaz Lounge • 8401 W Sunset Blvd
323-656-1234
Raw vegetables and groundbreaking cocktails. Try a Mr. Plant.

• Bar 1200 • 1200 Alta Loma Rd
310-358-3720
So mellow, the star at your shoulder ain’t no thing.

• Bar at the Standard • 8300 W Sunset Blvd
323-650-9090
This trendy spot is anything but standard.

• Bar Lubitsch • 7702 Santa Monica Blvd
323-654-1234
The vodka flows at this Russian bar.

• Barney’s Beanery • 8447 Santa Monica Blvd
323-654-2287
A low-rent (but fun) LA institution.

• The Comedy Store • 8433 W Sunset Blvd
323-650-6268
See Jeffrey Ross’s signature. Two-drink minimum.

• Delilah • 7969 Santa Monica Blvd
323-654-0280
A swanky dinner & drinks spot with a 1920s vibe.

• The Dime • 442 N Fairfax Ave
Unassuming yet hip watering hole.

• El Carmen • 8138 W 3rd St
323-852-1552
Among the best margaritas in LA.

• Factory • 652 N La Peer Dr
310-659-4551
Wildly popular gay dance club.

• Fiesta Cantina • 8865 Santa Monica Blvd
310-652-8865
Sticky floor worth the best drink deals in town.

• Formosa Café • 7156 Santa Monica Blvd
323-850-9050
Train car drinks and rooftop bar. Avoid the food.

• Fubar • 7994 Santa Monica Blvd
323-654-0396
Cutest gay hipsters west of Avenue A.

• Genghis Cohen • 740 N Fairfax Ave
323-653-0640
Acoustic music and Chinese food.

• Gold Coast Bar • 8228 Santa Monica Blvd
323-656-4879
Cheap, low-key gay bar.

• Hollywood Improv • 8162 Melrose Ave
323-651-2583
Most of the big names stop here. Two-drink minimum, natch.

• House of Blues • 8430 W Sunset Blvd
323-848-5100
Big(ger) acts on the Sunset Strip.

• The Improv Comedy Lab • 8156 Melrose Ave
323-651-2583
Experimental offshoot of the Improv with sketch and stand up.

• Kibitz Room • 419 N Fairfax Ave
323-651-2030
Divey McDive Bar with lots of live music.

• Largo • 366 N La Cienega Blvd
310-855-0350
Jon Brion on Friday nights: a perfect LA experience.

• Laugh Factory • 8001 W Sunset Blvd
323-656-1336
Nightly comedy shows featuring local and mainstream talent.

• Melrose Umbrella Company • 7465 Melrose Ave
323-951-0709
Smart cocktails within well-appointed, umbrella-bedecked interior.

• Micky’s • 8857 Santa Monica Blvd
310-657-1176
Drag queens and hot go-go boys every Monday.

• Molly Malone’s • 575 S Fairfax Ave
323-935-1577
The ultimate neighborhood pub.

• Mondrian Skybar • 8440 W Sunset Blvd
323-848-6025
Excuse me, you’re standing on my Manolos…

• Monsieur Marcel • 6333 W 3rd St
323-939-7792
Parisian wine bar in the Farmer’s Market.

• Plaza • 739 N La Brea Ave
323-939-0703
Drag queens and ranchero music…ay yi yi!

• Rage • 8911 Santa Monica Blvd
310-652-7055
Hard-bodied boys cram the soft-rubber dance floor.

• Rainbow Bar and Grill • 9015 W Sunset Blvd
310-278-4232
Those who rock will be saluted at this hairband hangout.

• The Roger Room • 370 N La Cienega Blvd
310-854-1300
Elegant drinks if you can get through the crowd.

• The Roxy • 9009 W Sunset Blvd
310-276-2222
A bastion of the Sunset Strip.

• Snake Pit Ale House • 7529 Melrose Ave
323-653-2011
Fairfax District’s version of a Hollywood dive.

• The Surly Goat • 7929 Santa Monica Blvd
323-650-4628
Westside beer-snob Mecca. They’ve always been nice to us.

• The Tower Bar • 8358 W Sunset Blvd
323-654-7100
Restaubar in mobster Bugsy Siegel’s old pad.

• Troubadour • 9081 Santa Monica Blvd
310-276-6168
Legendary club where Tom Waits got his start.

• The Viper Room • 8852 W Sunset Blvd
310-358-1881
After Johnny fled to France, scensters say it lost its bite.

• Windows Lounge • 300 S Doheny Dr
310-273-2222
Elegant hotel bar.


WeHo boasts some of the most cohesive and walkable mini-neighborhoods in town (e.g., Third Street west of Fairfax, the demographically amorphous area of Melrose between Doherty and La Brea, or Fairfax north of Beverly). You can generally avoid the Grove—one of those big, cookie-cutter shopping complexes—unless you’re there for the foods of the Farmers Market. Don’t miss the weekend movie + party events at the Silent Movie Theatre.
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• Amalfi • 143 N La Brea Ave
323-938-2504 • $$$
Rustic, authentic Italian, good for groups.

• Andre’s Italian Restaurant • 6332 W 3rd St
323-935-1246 • $
Italian cafeteria complete with plastic flowers. Since 1963.

• Animal • 435 N Fairfax Ave
323-782-9225 • $$
Amazing dishes out of unheralded, and sometimes, frankly, gnarly parts.

• AOC Wine Bar • 8022 W 3rd St
310-859-9859 • $$$$
Little plates, big wine selection, and savvy servers.

• Basix Café • 8333 Santa Monica Blvd
323-848-2460 • $$
Popular breakfast spot.

• Beverly Hills Juice • 8382 Beverly Blvd
323-655-8300 • $
Drink this juice. Your intestines will thank you.

• Blu Jam • 7371 Melrose Ave
323-951-9191 • $$
Terrific brunch and coffee bar.

• Bossa Nova • 685 N Robertson Blvd
310-657-5070 • $$
Savory Brazilian dishes. Open til 4 am.

• Café Angelino • 8735 W 3rd St
310-246-1177 • $$
Flaky thin crust pizzas.

• Canter’s Deli • 419 N Fairfax Ave
323-651-2030 • $$
Classic deli with swinging lounge attached.

• Chateau Marmont • 8221 W Sunset Blvd
323-656-1010 • $$$$
Celeb-heavy scene, cuisine-light menu.

• Dan Tana’s • 9071 Santa Monica Blvd
310-275-9444 • $$$$
Old H’wood glamour…if you can get a table…

• Dialog Cafe • 8766 Holloway Dr
310-289-1630 • $$
Lunch spot with salad bar. A little on the pricey side.

• Fish Grill • 7226 Beverly Blvd
323-937-7162 • $
No-frills, super-fresh fish.

• Flavor of India • 9045 Santa Monica Blvd
310-274-1715 • $$$
Dolly Parton likes the chicken tikka masala.

• Fogo de Chao • 133 N La Cienega Blvd
310-289-7755 • $$$$
An orgy of meat cooked Brazilian churrasco-style.

• French Quarter • 7985 Santa Monica Blvd
323-654-0898 • $$
Food for everyone, especially night owls.

• Gardens of Taxco • 1113 N Harper Ave
323-654-1746 • $$
Odd little fixed-price institution with verbal menu.

• The Golden State • 426 N Fairfax Ave
323-782-8331 • $$
Bang-up burgers. Try the curry ketchup.

• Greenblatt’s • 8017 W Sunset Blvd
323-656-0606 • $
Kosher deli and wine shop.

• The Griddle Café • 7916 W Sunset Blvd
323-874-0377 • $$
Brunch with the stars—of the WB.

• The Gumbo Pot • 6333 W 3rd St
323-933-0358 • $$
Best Cajun in LA.

• Hamburger Mary’s • 8288 Santa Monica Blvd
323-654-3800 • $$
LA’s worst kept secret.

• House of Blues • 8430 W Sunset Blvd
323-848-5100 • $$$
Saucy Cajun. Try Sunday’s Gospel Brunch.

• Hugo’s • 8401 Santa Monica Blvd
323-654-3993 • $$
Power brunches.

• The Ivy • 113 N Robertson Blvd
310-274-8303 • $$$$
Broker a deal over traditional American fare.

• Jar • 8225 Beverly Blvd
323-655-6566 • $$$$
Upscale comfort food.

• Joan’s on Third • 8350 W 3rd St
323-655-2285 • $$
Foodies can eat-in or carry out.

• Joey’s Cafe • 8301 Santa Monica Blvd
323-822-0671 • $$
Fresh and delicious breakfast and lunch.

• Jon and Vinny’s • 412 N Fairfax Ave
323-334-3369 • $$$
All-day pizza-pasta casual spot from Animal dudes.

• Jones • 7205 Santa Monica Blvd
323-850-1726 • $$
Pizza and pasta in leather pants. With cocktail in hand.

• La Paella • 476 S San Vicente Blvd
323-951-0745 • $$$
As authentic as you’ll find this side of Barcelona.

• Le Pain Quotidien • 8607 Melrose Ave
310-854-3700 • $$
Classy French sandwich shop.

• Los Tacos • 7954 Santa Monica Blvd
323-848-9141 • $
Cut your hangover off at the pass with the best Mexican in WeHo.

• Loteria Grill • 6627 Hollywood Blvd
323-465-2500 • $
Muy fresicita.

• Lucques • 8474 Melrose Ave
323-655-6277 • $$$$
Chez Panisse-style cooking in LA.

• M Cafe • 7119 Melrose Ave
323-525-0588 • $$
Contemporary macrobiotic. Only in LA.

• Mandarette • 8386 Beverly Blvd
323-655-6115 • $$
Chinese fusion.

• Murakami Sushi • 7160 Melrose Ave
323-692-1450 • $$
Good, relatively cheap sushi, but skip the rice-heavy bowls.


It sounds like a terrible marketing cliché, but this area really does have something for everyone (unless you hate fun). You can grab your pooch for a hike in Runyon Canyon, check out the great author events at Book Soup, or scope out music at the notorious venues of the Sunset Strip (and keep an eye out for the West Hollywood Jesus wandering the streets). Looking for food or drink? Brunch is at BLD, burgers with a delightful drawing are courtesy of Irv’s, and Comme Ca’s penicillin is a cocktail worthy of poems.



• Night + Market • 9041 Sunset Blvd
310-275-9724 • $$
Thai street food. More good than gimmick.

• Petrossian • 321 N Robertson Blvd
310-271-6300 • $$$$
Little nibbles of caviar and other conspicuous bites.

• Quality Food & Beverage • 8030 W 3rd St
323-658-5959 • $
Dog-friendly brunch hangout.

• Real Food Daily • 414 N La Cienega Blvd
310-289-9910 • $$
One of the healthiest-tasting restaurants in town.

• Republique • 624 S La Brea Ave
310-362-6115 • $$$$
Modern French-European amid vaulted architecture.

• Robata Jinya • 8050 W 3rd St
323-653-8877 • $$
Get the spicy ramen or the tasting menu. Slurp!

• Saddle Ranch • 8371 W Sunset Blvd
323-656-2007 • $$
Late-night chophouse with a mechanical bull.

• Singapore’s Banana Leaf • 6333 W 3rd St
323-933-4627 • $
Where the President of Singapore chows down when in LA.

• Son of a Gun • 8370 W 3rd St
323-782-9033 • $$$
Seafood rebels. The shrimp toast is mandatory.

• Spartina • 7505 Melrose Ave
(323) 782-1023 • $$$
Rustic Italian Fare

• Sweet Lady Jane • 8360 Melrose Ave
323-653-7145 • $$
Decadent desserts to die for.

• Swingers • 8020 Beverly Blvd
323-653-5858 • $
Classic late-night diner, both loved and hated.

• Tart • 115 S Fairfax Ave
323-556-2608 • $$$
Farmer’s Daughter restauraunt offers down-home food for WeHo types.

• Taste • 8454 Melrose Ave
323-852-6888 • $$$
Trendy Cali-fusion, Melrose-style.

• Tiago Espresso Bar + Kitchen • 7080 Hollywood Blvd
323-466-5600 • $
Chorizo breakfast burritos, good coffee, and standard lunch fare.

• Toast Bakery Cafe • 8221 W 3rd St
323-655-5018 • $$
Great for celebrity spotting while you brunch.

• Toi • 7505 W Sunset Blvd
323-874-8062 • $$$
Late night, hard rock Thai.

• Urth Caffé • 8565 Melrose Ave
310-659-0628 • $$
All organic lunch place, plus coffee and sweets.

• The Village Idiot • 7383 Melrose Ave
323-655-3331 • $$$
Bustling British pub with surprisingly good food.
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• Agent Provocateur • 7961 Melrose Ave
323-653-0229
Sexy undies annually contribute to Hollywood’s baby boom.

• American Rag • 150 S La Brea Ave
323-935-3154
Trend-setting designer and vintage looks at a price.

• Beauty Collection • 8951 Santa Monica Blvd
310-858-8838
Eclectic beauty supply.

• Blick Art Materials • 7301 Beverly Blvd
323-933-9284
Corporate but comprehensive. Good selection of art magazines.

• Book Soup • 8818 W Sunset Blvd
310-659-3110
The Roxy of LA bookstores.

• Bristol Farms • 7880 W Sunset Blvd
323-874-6301
Upscale grocery. Newest and biggest of its kind.

Claire Pettibone Designer • 7415 Beverly Blvd
(310) 360-6268
Swanky bridal boutique

• Crate & Barrel • 189 The Grove Dr
323-297-0370
There’s never too many crates or barrels on your registry.

• Decades • 8214 Melrose Ave
323-655-1960
Discover the history…and future…of fashion.

• Denim Doctors & Hollywood Trading Company • 7383 Beverly Blvd
323-964-0080
They’ll sell you vintage jeans or fix the ones you’ve already got.

• Denmark 50 • 7974 Melrose Ave
323-653-9726
Stare-worthy Danish mid-century furnishings.

• EM & Co. • 7940 W 3rd St
323-782-8155
Well-curated fashions from local and international designers.

• Ethel Boutique • 8236 W 3rd St
323-658-8602
Great women’s clothing, indie brands.

• I. Martin Bicycles • 8330 Beverly Blvd
323-653-6900
They cater to both serious racers and the training wheels crowd.

• Jet Rag • 825 N La Brea Ave
323-939-0528
Vintage; Sunday is $1 sale day in the parking lot.

• Keep • 523 N Fairfax Ave
323-655-1010
Shoes and home decor. Why not.

• Kiehl’s • 106 N Robertson Blvd
310-860-0028
No more mail-order. NY-fave beauty products.

• Light Bulbs Unlimited • 8383 Beverly Blvd
323-651-0330
Every bulb under the sun.


Lean in to catch the latest hushed gossip and receive pitches at Lucques. Meanwhile over on Fairfax, Animal has rock stars in the kitchen and the dining room, while a few doors down, historic Canter’s Deli rocks the cheesecake and the self-published Guns ‘N Roses memoirs. It’s not true that Orson Welles ate 18 hot dogs in one sitting at Pink’s but we dare you to match the feat.



• Madison • 8745 W 3rd St
310-275-1930
Beautiful clothes for beautiful people.

• Marc Jacobs • 8400 Melrose Pl
323-653-5100
Marc Jacobs has arrived. Say “hi” to Winona if you see her.

• Mashti Malone’s • 1525 N La Brea Ave
323-874-0144
2,500 year old Persian ice cream.

• Melrose Trading Post • 7850 Melrose Ave
323-655-7679
Get your bartering on and benefit boho teens’ school.

• Milk • 8209 W 3rd St
323-951-0330
Stylish fare, but prepare (yes) to be milked.

• Necromance • 7220 Melrose Ave
323-931-2997
Morbid and eclectic, this boutique sells taxidermy and natural curios.

• Nordstrom • 189 The Grove Dr
323-930-2230
Awesome shoe department.

• The Pleasure Chest • 7733 Santa Monica Blvd
323-650-1022
Our cleanest, best managed, most famous sex shop.

• Politix • 8500 Beverly Blvd
310-659-1964
Best mens’ shoes in LA.

• Rehab Vintage Interiors • 7609 Beverly Blvd
323-935-8438
Industrial furniture for steel lovers.

• Ron Herman • 8100 Melrose Ave
323-651-4129
There’s something wrong with selling peasant skirts for $308 dollars.

• Sam Ash Music • 7360 W Sunset Blvd
323-850-1050
Like the nearby Guitar Center, but far less intimidating.

• Samy’s Camera • 431 S Fairfax Ave
323-938-2420
The only place to go to for cameras in LA.

• South Willard • 8038 W 3rd St
323-653-6153
For the cultured gentleman.

• Trashy Lingerie • 402 N La Cienega Blvd
310-652-4543
Trashy, yes, but they also sell high-quality custom-fitted lingerie.
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Though Hollywood has cleaned up its act in the last few years, it’s still a hodgepodge of neighborhoods. Ethnic enclaves like Thai Town and Little Armenia provide the most fun and best food, but tourists still flock to the Hollywood and Highland area, where they’re happy to be ripped off by Supermen and Jack Sparrows. Still, they clear out at night to make room for Hollywood’s new “elegant” clubs, where velvet ropes open for anyone willing to pay for bottle service.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Capitol Records Building • 1750 Vine St
323-462-6252
Designed to look like a stack of records—remember those?

• Crossroads of the World • 6671 W Sunset Blvd
323-463-5611
Former 1930s shopping center with a nautical theme, now deemed a cultural landmark.

• Egyptian Theater • 6712 Hollywood Blvd
323-461-2020
The beautiful home of American Cinematheque features an eclectic variety of features, shorts, and documentaries.

• El Capitan Theatre • 6838 Hollywood Blvd
818-845-3110
Live shows with movies in opulent historic theater.

• Gower Gulch • W Sunset Blvd & N Gower St
Studio-adjacent intersection where cowboy extras used to congregate. Now a Western-themed strip-mall.

• Grauman’s Chinese Theatre • 6925 Hollywood Blvd
323-464-6266
See how your shoe size measures up against Sylvester Stallone’s.

• Hollywood & Highland Center • 
6801 Hollywood Blvd
Sterile, touristy mall that houses the Oscars.

• Hollywood Bowl • 2301 N Highland Ave
323-850-2000
Eclectic music and picnicking under the stars.

• Hollywood Forever Cemetery • 
6000 Santa Monica Blvd
323-469-1181
The only place in LA where you can still see Douglas Fairbanks and Tyrone Power.

• Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel • 7000 Hollywood Blvd
323-466-7000
Recently renovated and rumored to be haunted by Marilyn Monroe.

• Hollywood Walk of Fame • 
Hollywood Blvd & N Gower St
323-469-8311
Tourists love this shrine to often-mediocre celebs.

• Hollywood Wax Museum • 6767 Hollywood Blvd
323-462-5991
Celebrities in wax. Greeeat.

• Lasky-DeMille Barn • 2100 N Highland Ave
323-874-2276
The birthplace of the Motion Picture Industry and now the Hollywood Heritage Museum.

• Magic Castle • 7025 Franklin Ave
323-851-0800
Spend the night or catch a show—if you know a member.

• Pantages Theater • 6233 Hollywood Blvd
323-468-1770
Go for the big Broadway shows.

• Paramount Studios • 5555 Melrose Ave
323-956-5000
The last movie studio actually IN Hollywood.

• Pig ‘n Whistle • 6714 Hollywood Blvd
323-463-0000
Hollywood watering hole and restaurant dating back to the golden era.

• Ripley’s Believe It or Not • 6780 Hollywood Blvd
323-466-6335
More oddities, less exhausting than Guinness Book.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The 3 Clubs • 1123 Vine St
323-462-6441
Low-key Hollywood hangout.

• ArcLight Café Bar & Balcony • 6360 W Sunset Blvd
323-464-1478
Discuss the film over martinis and fried raviolis.

• Avalon • 1735 Vine St
323-462-8900
Old Palace, now Oakenfold and the Streets.

• The Bar • 5851 W Sunset Blvd
323-468-9154
Formerly Raji’s, now rocker bar/lounge.

• Bardot • 1737 Vine St
323-462-1307
Smallish club with a quiet bar room.

• Birds • 5925 Franklin Ave
323-465-0175
Unpretentious restaurant/bar favored by the carefully disheveled.

• Blue Palms Brewhouse • 6124 Hollywood Blvd
323-464-2337
Well-curated beer bar/gastropub. Taps change regularly!

• Boardner’s • 1652 N Cherokee Ave
323-462-9621
Quiet watering hole becomes dance club.

• Burgundy Room • 1621 N Cahuenga Blvd
323-465-7530
If Johnny Rotten and Blondie had a kid. And the kid was a bar.

• The Cat & Fiddle • 6530 W Sunset Blvd
323-468-3800
Pub plus patio draws Brits in search of better weather.

• Catalina • 6725 W Sunset Blvd
323-466-2210
New location, same groovy jazz.

• Covell • 4628 Hollywood Blvd
323-660-4400
Hollywood’s friendliest wine bar, converting noobs into oenophiles.

• El Floridita • 1253 Vine St
323-871-8612
Salsa club (with lessons!).

• El Scorpio • 6679 Hollywood Blvd
323-464-3026
Trying to escape the Hollywood club wasteland? Head to this dive.

• Frolic Room • 6245 Hollywood Blvd
323-462-5890
Where Spacey searched his soul in LA Confidential.

• The Hotel Café • 1623 N Cahuenga Blvd
323-461-2040
New York-style acoustic club draws a crowd.


The star-marked length of Hollywood Boulevard will, it seems, always remain somewhat seedy—although it’s nothing like it was in Pretty Woman. Today it’s tacky souvenir shops, hooker-shoe stores, bumpin’ clubs, and a few surprisingly good restaurants and bars. For the best time in Hollywood, get off the Boulevard itself—but don’t miss its great Sunday farmers market. In the summer, catch a flick among the corpses at the Hollywood Forever Cemetery.



• Joseph’s Cafe • 1775 Ivar Ave
323-462-8697
Where Britney met K-Fed.

• La Velvet Margarita Cantina • 1612 N Cahuenga Blvd
323-469-2000
Imagine a gothic circus in Tijuana…

• Musso & Frank Grill • 6667 Hollywood Blvd
323-467-7788
Hollywood’s oldest bar with spectacular martinis.

• No Vacancy • 1727 N Hudson Ave
323-465-1902
Speakeasy-style place that’s ridiculously over the top.

• The Parlour Room • 6423 Yucca St
323-463-0609
Cocktails. Chandeliers. Velvet. Pure swank.

• Power House • 1714 N Highland Ave
323-463-9438
Dive bar favorite.

• Sassafras • 1233 Vine St
323-467-2800
Delightfully aged cocktails and old-timey bands.

• Warwick • 6507 Sunset Blvd
(323) 460-6667
Curated cocktail Bar in posh bi-level space

• The Well • 6255 W Sunset Blvd
323-467-9355
Daddy’s owners draw up a similar watering hole.

[image: image] Restaurants

• 101 Coffee Shop • 6145 Franklin Ave
323-467-1175 • $$
Famous diner with yummy sweet potato fries.

• Al Wazir Chicken • 6051 Hollywood Blvd
323-856-0660 • $
Great chicken and all the other usual Mediterranean business.

• Astro Burger • 5601 Melrose Ave
323-469-1924 • $
Tasty meat-free burgers.

• Beachwood Cafe • 2695 N Beachwood Dr
323-871-1717 • $$
Brunch: Yes. But stay away from way-annoying bingo night.

• Big Wangs • 1562 N Cahuenga Blvd
323-469-2449 • $$
Texas brings good ‘ol beer and wings to LA. Karaoke Wednesdays.

• Bricks & Scones • 403 N Larchmont Blvd
323-463-0811 • $$
Afternoon tea, a study area…how civilized.

• Cactus Taqueria • 950 Vine St
323-464-5865 • $
Cheap, fast, good tacos and more.

• California Chicken Café • 6805 Melrose Ave
323-935-5877 • $
Popular cop hangout: the safest chicken in town.

• California Donuts • 5753 Hollywood Blvd
323-871-0778 • $
Cake or yeast, the best damn donuts in LA.

• Crispy Crust • 1253 Vine St
323-467-2000 • $$
Great delivery, a truly crispy crust.

• Delphine • 6250 Hollywood Blvd
323-798-1355 • $$$$
Classic French in not-at-all classic Hollywood.

• Fabiolus Café • 6270 W Sunset Blvd
323-467-2882 • $$
Dine in, deliver, or take-away Italian.

• Franklin & Company • 5923 Franklin Avenue
323-463-1552 • $$
Sandwiches are meh, but the beer selection is always great.

• Frog Frozen Yogurt Bar • 1550 N Cahuenga Blvd
323-462-3764 • $
Tasty, independently owned Pinkberry-style business.

• La Poubelle • 5907 Franklin Ave
323-465-0807 • $$$
Gallic gourmet dining and ‘80s music.

• Le Oriental Bistro • 1710 N Highland Ave
323-463-4747 • $
Chinese for real.

• Los Balcones del Peru • 1360 Vine St
323-871-9600 • $$
Peruvian entrees & ceviches.

• Miceli’s • 1646 N Las Palmas Ave
323-466-3438 • $$
Classic Hollywood Italian since 1949 (warning for the easily annoyed: singing waiters here).

• Musso & Frank Grill • 6667 Hollywood Blvd
323-467-7788 • $$$
Old-fashioned American. Go once. It’s a legend.

• Off Vine • 6233 Leland Way
323-962-1900 • $$$$
Romantic Californian.

• Osteria La Buca • 5210 Melrose Ave
323-462-1900 • $$
Sophia Loren would eat at this tiny Italian ristorante.

• Osteria Mozza • 6602 Melrose Ave
323-297-0100 • $$$
Worth the wait and the price—and you’ll learn what real Italian food is.

• Palms Thai • 5900 Hollywood Blvd
323-462-5073 • $$
Thai Elvis impersonator!

• Petit Trois • 718 N Highland Ave
323-468-8916 • $$$$
French bistro, Hollywood style, with cocktails.

• Pig ‘n Whistle • 6714 Hollywood Blvd
323-463-0000 • $$$
Dine in “bed” or people-watch from a comfy booth.

• Pizza Bella • 1900 N Highland Ave
323-876-5961 • $
Good NY pizza (at least for LA).

• Pizzeria Mozza • 641 N Highland Ave
323-297-0101 • $$$$
Ridiculously good designer pizza.

• Providence • 5955 Melrose Ave
323-460-4170 • $$$$$$
Super-fancy seafood tasting menus.


Musso & Frank Grill has been in the martini business since before Hollywood was even Hollywood. Brit expats especially enjoy a pint at The Cat & Fiddle. Get a drink and pick a table that takes advantage of one of the best views of Los Angeles at Yamashiro in the Hollywood Hills. El Floridita is a fun salsa club in a shady strip mall on Fountain and Vine. And The Hotel Café is LA’s best loved acoustic venue.



• Roscoe’s House of Chicken ‘n Waffles • 
1514 N Gower St
323-466-7453 • $$
Southern-fried bonanza.

• Running Goose • 1620 N Cahuenga Blvd
$$
Favourite tapas spot

• Sqirl • 720 N Virgil Ave
323-284-8147 • $$
Breakfast and lunch from a damn good jam-maker.

• Stout Burgers & Beer • 1544 N Cahuenga Blvd
323-469-3801 • $$
Burgers and beer till 4 am.

• Sushi Ike • 6051 Hollywood Blvd
323-856-9972 • $$$
Good sushi in the last strip mall you’d expect it.

• Tamarind Ave Deli • 1471 Tamarind Ave
323-960-2451 • $
Solid sandwiches and a spiffy soda selection. Cheerwine! Blenheim’s!

• Trois Mec • 716 N Highland Ave
323-468-8915 • $$$$
Ticketed multi-course tasting menu in former strip mall pizza joint.

• Yamashiro • 1999 N Sycamore Ave
323-466-5125 • $$$$
Romantic Japanese with a view.
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• Amoeba Music • 6400 W Sunset Blvd
323-245-6400
Cavernous music store…used CDs, DVDs too. A dangerous place to carry your wallet.

• The Conservatory • 1900 N Highland Ave
323-851-6290
Gorgeous, minimalist floral creations.

• The Daily Planet • 5931 Franklin Ave
323-957-0061
Books, magazines, and unusual gifts.

• Domaine LA • 6801 Melrose Ave
323-932-0280
Friendly wine store with super-knowledgeable staff.

• Hollywood Toys & Costumes • 6600 Hollywood Blvd
323-464-4444
Quality medieval armor.

• Home Depot • 5600 W Sunset Blvd
323-461-3303
Reliable for all things home and garden.

• Larry Edmunds Bookshop • 6644 Hollywood Blvd
323-463-3273
Need to find a movie still from the ‘30s? It’s here.

• Locali • 5825 Franklin Ave
323-466-1360
Organic and local, with bitchin’ vegan (and non-vegan) sandwiches.

• The Oaks Gourmet • 1915 N Bronson Ave
323-871-8894
Part sit-down restaurant, part wine, cheese, and deli offerings.

• Panpipes Magickal Marketplace • 

• Space 15 Twenty • 1520 N Cahuenga Blvd
323-465-1893
Like a mall, if malls were cool.

• The Tropics • 7056 Santa Monica Blvd
323-469-1682
Greenery galore.
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Los Feliz perseveres despite the burden of being America’s most hyped neighborhood. It continues to have ample room for everyone—from grannies wearing old cardigans to hipsters wearing…old cardigans. You’ll find multimillion-dollar playpens on the hill, as well as crowded studio apartment buildings lining Vermont and Hillhurst Avenues. Los Feliz is home to some of LA’s most beloved and relevant attractions—Griffith Park, the Los Angeles Zoo, and the Greek Theater—proving that, even in Los Angeles, sometimes you really can believe the hype.

[image: image] Landmarks

• American Film Institute • 2021 N Western Ave
323-856-7600
The next David Lynch might be honing his craft here right now. Or not.

• Barnsdall Art Park • 4800 Hollywood Blvd
323-660-4254
Griffith Park may get all the glory, but Barnsdall Art Park is a great place to wander around on a lazy Sunday.

• Ennis-Brown House • 2607 Glendower Ave
323-660-0607
Frank Lloyd Wright’s version of a Mayan temple.

• The Figure 8 Mural • 4334 W Sunset Blvd
Former cover art, this mural is now a tribute to departed indie fave Elliott Smith.

• Greek Theatre • 2700 N Vermont Ave
323-665-5857
A more intimate alternative to the Hollywood Bowl.

• Hollyhock House • 4800 Hollywood Blvd
323-644-6269
Another brilliant Frank Lloyd Wright design, open for public tours, love the fireplace.

• Jumbo’s Clown Room • 5153 Hollywood Blvd
323-666-1187
Seedy strip club where Courtney Love first exposed her “celebrity skin.”

• Silverlake Conservatory of Music • 
3920 W Sunset Blvd
323-665-3363
Neighborhood music school and hang-out courtesy of Chili Pepper Flea.

• Vermonica • Santa Monica Blvd & N Vermont Ave
Quirky display of LA streetlamps from various eras.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Akbar • 4356 W Sunset Blvd
323-665-6810
Your friendly neighborhood homo/hetero hangout.

• Blipsy Barcade • 369 N Western Ave
323-461-7067
Dive bar/arcade? Yes please. Do the Playboy pinball.

• Drawing Room • 1800 Hillhurst Ave
323-665-0135
Tiny strip-mall dive, no pretense, TV ‘n’ locals.

• The Dresden • 1760 N Vermont Ave
323-665-4294
Home of Marty & Elayne’s famed lounge act.

• Eagle LA • 4219 Santa Monica Blvd
323-669-9472
The place to meet the leather-daddy of your dreams.

• Faultline • 4216 Melrose Ave
323-660-0889
An irresistable trifecta of beer, bears, porn.

• Harvard and Stone • 5221 Hollywood Blvd
323-466-6063
Craft cocktails near Thai Town.

• Jay’s Bar • 4321 Sunset Blvd
323-666-1898
A lovely li’l gastropub.

• Jumbo’s Clown Room • 5153 Hollywood Blvd
323-666-1187
The seediest little joint in Hollywood.

• La Descarga • 1159 N Western Ave
323-466-1324
Old Havana nightclub on a scary stretch of Western Ave.

• Rockwell • 1714 N Vermont Ave
323-669-1550
Weird crowd, but food better than would be expected.

• Tiki-Ti • 4427 W Sunset Blvd
323-669-9381
Fortify yourself with a famous Blood of the Bull.

• Ye Rustic Inn • 1831 Hillhurst Ave
323-662-5757
If ye want pink drinks, get thee the hell out.


With the Griffith Observatory twinkling down on the neighborhood, Los Feliz reminds us that the stars are among us, even where you least expect it. There’s a democratic quality to hedonistic pursuits here, and it’s not uncommon to see your favorite celebrity catching a film at the Vista or grabbing a bite on Hillhurst. Whether you’re enjoying the world’s best breakfast dish (the smoked salmon stack at the Alcove Café), or enjoying a divey round of dirty photo hunt at the Drawing Room, Los Feliz is the perfect place for brunch, booze, and the pursuit of happiness.
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• Alcove Cafe & Bakery • 1929 Hillhurst Ave
323-644-0100 • $
Brunch, lunch, gourmet food market, beautiful patio out front.

• The Black Cat • 3909 W Sunset Blvd
323-661-6369 • $$$
Another French-inspired food and cocktail spot. Meow!

• Café Los Feliz • 2118 Hillhurst Ave
323-664-7111 • $
Neighborhoody gem. Exquisite tarts and cinnamon rolls.

• Cafe Stella • 3932 W Sunset Blvd
323-666-0265 • $$$$
Trendy French bistro and wine bar.

• Casita Del Campo • 1920 Hyperion Ave
323-662-4255 • $$
It’s all about the margaritas.

• Cliff’s Edge • 3626 W Sunset Blvd
323-666-6116 • $$
Cal-Euro tapas, upscale bohemian digs, and Silver Lake’s swankiest patio.

• The Deli at Little Dom’s • 2128 Hillhurst Ave
323-661-0088 • $$
Unassuming gem, adjacent to popular eatery.

• El Cid • 4212 W Sunset Blvd
323-668-0318 • $$$
Spanish dinner and a show!

• Electric Lotus • 1739 N Vermont Ave
323-953-0040 • $$
Hip Indian disco.

• Flore • 3818 W Sunset Blvd
323-953-0611 • $$
Seitan himself must be responsible for this sinfully delicious vegan fare.

• Forage • 3823 W Sunset Blvd
323-663-6885 • $$
Local produce making modern deli salads and desserts.

• Fred 62 • 1850 N Vermont Ave
323-667-0062 • $$
Retro-styled diner with surprising menu.

• Home • 1760 Hillhurst Ave
323-669-0211 • $$
No place like this outdoor eatery. Try the waffle fries.

• The Kitchen • 4348 Fountain Ave
323-664-3663 • $$
Late-night comfort food.

• La Pergoletta • 1802 Hillhurst Ave
(323) 664-8259 • $$

• Little Dom’s • 2128 Hillhurst Ave
323-661-0055 • $$$
Cheap? Not really. Tasty? Yes, indeed.

• Lucifers Pizza • 1958 Hillhurst Ave
323-906-8603 • $
Famous for the gothic decor and the Veggie Supremo.

• Marouch • 4905 Santa Monica Blvd
323-662-9325 • $$$
Not a joke: the Chef’s Special really is.

• Night + Market Song • 3322 W Sunset Blvd
323-664-1011 • $$$
Fun all-in-the-family Thai food experience.

• Pa Ord Noodle • 5301 Sunset Blvd
323-461-3945 • $
Cheap, delicious Thai with legit, face-melting spice.

• Pazzo Gelato • 3827 Sunset Blvd
323-662-1410 • $
Because gelato is the best of all frozen treats.

• Ruen Pair • 5257 Hollywood Blvd
323-466-0153 • $$
So good chefs come here after work.

• Sanamluang • 5170 Hollywood Blvd
323-660-8006 • $
Huge plates of noodles at 3 am.

• Sapp Coffee Shop • 5183 Hollywood Blvd
323-665-1035 • $
Not only coffee, but Thai boat noodles. Anthony Bourdain liked it.

• The Trails • 2333 Fern Dell Dr
323-871-2102 • $
Comfort food esconced in pastoralia.

• Trattoria Farfalla • 1978 Hillhurst Ave
323-661-7365 • $$$
Inexpensive, reliable Italian.

• Umami Burger • 4655 Hollywood Blvd
323-669-3922 • $$
Dig those crazy burgers. Still one of LA’s best.

• Yai’s on Vermont • 1627 N Vermont Ave
323-644-1076 • $$
Kinda greasy but still divine. Comfy booths and great patio.

• Yuca’s • 2056 Hillhurst Ave
323-662-1214 • $
A busy shack serving luscious Yucatan-style burritos and tacos.

• Zankou Chicken • 5065 W Sunset Blvd
323-665-7845 • $
Palm-licking, Beck-serenaded chicken.


Figaro Bistrot on Vermont squeezes in thirsty hipsters. Malo on Sunset has an industrial-looking, surprisingly intimate outdoor seating area with heating lamps. The Dresden Room solidified its fame with a cameo in 1996’s prerequisite LA film Swingers, and comes with its very own lounge act. Paru’s is a bounty of all-veggie Indian fare, but don’t forget the local outpost of Zankou Chicken, the Armenian mini-chain with the most delectable poultry you will ever have the privilege of fingerlicking.



[image: image] Shopping

• Bar Keeper • 614 N Hoover St
323-669-1675
From spirits to shakers, everything you need for fancy cocktailery.

• Bicycle Kitchen • 4429 Fountain Ave
323-662-2776
Non-profit community bicycle workshop.

• Gipsy • 3915 W Sunset Blvd
323-660-2556
Ponchos, Che tees, Mexican silver, and assorted funkiness.

• Lark Cake Shop • 3337 W Sunset Blvd
323-667-2968
Succulent rum cakes.

• Le Pink & Co. • 3820 Sunset Blvd
323-661-7465
Girly gifts, olde-time candy treats.

• McCall’s Meat & Fish Co. • 2117 Hillhurst Ave
323-667-0674
Fancy groceries for the carnivores among us.

• Pacific Auto Service • 4225 Santa Monica Blvd
323-666-7689
Jimmy may be a little eccentric, but he knows how to fix a car.

• Secret Headquarters • 3817 W Sunset Blvd
323-666-2228
Embrace your secret comic book obsession here.

• Squaresville • 1800 N Vermont Ave
323-669-8464
A staggering collection of vintage clothing, including high-end labels like Gucci and Pucci.

• Wacko / Soap Plant • 4633 Hollywood Blvd
323-663-0122
Books, tchotchkes, party favors, and obscure tees.

• Y-Que Trading Post • 1770 N Vermont Ave
323-664-0021
Gifts, trinkets, “Pluto: Never Forget” T-shirts.


Map 5 • Silver Lake / Echo Park / Atwater [image: image]
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A few years on, and still the coolest neighborhood in Los Angeles. The hip kids are becoming slightly wealthier adults, with retail following the trendy money: Sunset Junction is now home to the longest meals in town, fancy salons, local designer boutiques, and enough specialty stores to fill a giant supermarket, from cheese to spices. But don’t grow up too fast—there’s still plenty of fun nightlife, from live music venues to cool cocktail lounges.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Angelus Temple • 1100 Glendale Blvd
213-816-1109
Founder claimed the Lord led her to the site.

• Dodger Stadium • 1000 Elysian Park Ave
323-224-1507
With a view like this, who needs luxury boxes?

• Echo Park • Glendale Blvd & Park Ave
The paddle boats alone are worth a trip.

• Elysian Park • 835 Academy Rd
213-485-5054
LA’s oldest park, crisscrossed with hiking trails.

• Richard Neutra Houses • 2200 Silver Lake Blvd
A can’t-miss for architecture buffs.

• Rowena Reservoir • Hyperion Ave & Rowena Ave
This strategically landscaped reservoir contains 10 million gallons of water and cost a few more million to build.

• Silver Lake Reservoir • Silver Lake Blvd & Duane St
Take a jog, a stroll, and a dog! There is an off-leash dog park at the reservoir’s base.
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• Bigfoot Lodge • 3172 Los Feliz Blvd
323-662-9227
It’s too bad boy scouts don’t drink.

• Club Tee Gee • 3210 Glendale Blvd
323-669-9631
Dependable watering hole since 1946.

• The Echo • 1822 W Sunset Blvd
213-413-8200
Eastside hipster haven for DJ electronica and dancing.

• Gold Room • 1558 W Sunset Blvd
213-482-5859
Looks scarier from the outside than it is.

• The Griffin • 3000 Los Feliz Blvd
323-644-0444
Casual-yet-classy spot for whiskey and beer.

• Hyperion Tavern • 1941 Hyperion Ave
323-665-1941
Ex-S&M bar. Current boho hub. Offbeat entertainment. No liquor.

• Little Joy Cocktail Lounge • 1477 W Sunset Blvd
213-250-3417
Hipsters have the hegemony on this one; Sunday open mics showcase scribes & neo-Elliott Smiths.

• Los Globos • 3040 Sunset Blvd
Mixing Latin and indie events • $

• Red Lion Tavern • 2366 Glendale Blvd
323-662-5337
Year-round Oktoberfest, plus schnitzel.

• The Roost • 3100 Los Feliz Blvd
323-664-7272
Cheap drinks, free popcorn, no frills.

• The Satellite • 1717 Silver Lake Blvd
323-661-4380
Formerly Spaceland, currently housing the live (indie) rock.

• The Short Stop • 1455 W Sunset Blvd
213-482-4942
Cool dive bar, seasonally packed with Dodger fans.

• Silverlake Lounge • 2906 W Sunset Blvd
323-663-9636
Silver Lake’s holy church of rock ‘n’ roll salvation.

• Sunset Beer • 1498 W Sunset Blvd
213-481-2337
Buy bottle by the beer, drink there or take away.

• Tam O’Shanter • 2980 Los Feliz Blvd
323-664-0228
Me want prime rib and beer. Grrr.

• Thirsty Crow • 2939 W Sunset Blvd
323-661-6007
Cool, calm whiskey bar on the retro-Prohibition tip.
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• Alimento • 1710 Silver Lake Blvd
323-928-2888 • $$$
Italia via Los Angeles.

• Astro Family Restaurant • 2300 Fletcher Dr
323-663-9241 • $
Relaxed ‘50s modern diner.

• Baracoa Cuban Café • 3175 Glendale Blvd
323-665-9590 • $
Home-style Cuban cooking.

• Barbrix • 2442 Hyperion Ave
323-662-2442 • $$
Affordable Euro-wine and food in LA? Yup, it’s true.

• Blair’s • 2903 Rowena Ave
323-660-1882 • $$$$
Silver Lake’s premier eatery.

• Edendale Grill • 2838 Rowena Ave
323-666-2000 • $$$$
Former fire station serves American favorites…dine in or dine out.

• Elf Cafe • 2135 W Sunset Blvd
213-484-6829 • $$
No sign, just look for the line. Miranda July frequently holds court.

• Giamela’s Submarine Sandwiches • 
3178 Los Feliz Blvd
323-661-9444 • $
When you need a reliably good sub: Giamela’s.

• Gingergrass • 2396 Glendale Blvd
323-644-1600 • $$
Upscale Vietnamese food for a gringo palate.

• Hard Times Pizza • 1311 Glendale Blvd
213-413-1900 • $$
Sicilian- and Neopolitan-style pies to take out or eat in.

• India Sweets and Spices • 3126 Los Feliz Blvd
323-345-0360 • $$
Vegetarian delicacies, Indian groceries, and Bollywood hits under one roof.

• Leela Thai • 1737 Silver Lake Blvd
323-660-6100 • $$
Inexpensive, delicious, friendly.

• Los Angeles Police Revolver & Athletic Club Cafe • 1880 Academy Dr
323-221-5222 • $
Dine with the cadets.

• Mae Ploy • 2703 Sunset Blvd
213-483-2105 • $$
Home-style Thai food served with a smile.

• Masa of Echo Park • 1800 W Sunset Blvd
213-989-1558 • $
Neighborhood bakery and pizza house run by Patina vets.


OK—let’s stop rambling on about how this area is oh-so-hip and discuss all the great things to do. Feel like a king (or at least a baron) drinking in the castle-like interior of The Griffin, get beautiful views (and make your legs burn) walking the stairs in the hills near the reservoir, or catch some comedy and music at The Echo. Oh, and that Silversun Liquor? That’s where the Pickups got their name.



• Red Lion Tavern • 2366 Glendale Blvd
323-662-5337 • $$
Go for the German brats.

• Sage Organic Vegan Bistro • 1700 W Sunset Blvd
213-989-1718 • $$
Large-menu vegan spot. Perfect for a pre-Echoplex bite.

• Silverlake Ramen • 2927 Sunset Blvd
323-660-8100 • $
A perfect cool-weather evening: ramen, then Thirsty Crow.

• Spain • 1866 Glendale Blvd
323-667-9045 • $$
Sangria and paella without the airfare.

• Taix • 1911 W Sunset Blvd
213-484-1265 • $$
Say “Tex” and check out “Two-fer Tuesdays” for double the wine at this French standard.

• Thank You For Coming • 3416 Glendale Blvd
323-648-2666 • $
Ever-changing experimental restaurant with cool residency program.

• Tomato Pie Pizza Joint • 2457 Hyperion Ave
323-661-6474 • $$
East coast-style pizza for expatriates & those sick of vegan fare.

• The Village Bakery and Cafe • 3119 Los Feliz Blvd
323-662-8600 • $$
Solid sandwiches and utterly delightful pastries.

[image: image] Shopping

• A Runner’s Circle • 3216 Los Feliz Blvd
323-661-8971
A great place to get fitted for running shoes.

• Echo Park Time Travel Mart • 1714 W Sunset Blvd
213-413-3388
Everything you need before you take a road trip through the fourth dimension.

• Little Knittery • 1808 N Vermont Ave
323-663-3838
Cozy and friendly knitting store with fun classes.

• Potted • 3158 Los Feliz Blvd
323-665-3801
Tiles, fountains, wrought-iron furniture, enthusiastic advice from “exterior decorators.”

• Rockaway Records • 2395 Glendale Blvd
323-664-3232
5000 square feet of used vinyl and CDs.

• Say Cheese • 2800 Hyperion Ave
323-665-0545
Great smelly cheese tastings.

• Silver Lake Wine • 2395 Glendale Blvd
323-662-9024
Snacks and hors d’oeuvres served with tastings at this convivial wine store.
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“Miracle Mile” is the stretch of real estate on Wilshire Boulevard between La Brea and Fairfax Avenues. Once a snappy, Art Deco-influenced shopping destination, this area has become a bit scruffy with age. You can still see the Art Deco, but now Miracle Mile draws traffic for its Museum Row, including the La Brea Tar Pits, the Peterson Automotive Museum, and the Craft and Folk Art Museum. Check out the LA County Museum of Art, recently renovated and expanded and now officially a world-class attraction.

[image: image] Landmarks

• A+D Museum • 6032 Wilshire Blvd
323-932-9393
All things architecture—check it out here.

• La Brea Tar Pits • Wilshire Blvd & S Curson Ave
323-934-7243
It’s just a big pool of tar, yet it continues to fascinate us.

• LACMA West • 6067 Wilshire Blvd
323-933-4510
This Art Deco building used to be home to the May Co. Department Store.

• Los Angeles County Museum of Art • 
5905 Wilshire Blvd
323-857-6000
From King Tut to Jasper Johns, this museum covers it all.

• Lula Washington Dance Theatre • 5041 W Pico Blvd
323-292-5852
Renowned African-American dance company with classes and residencies.

• Page Museum at the La Brea Tar Pits • 
5801 Wilshire Blvd
323-934-7243
Don’t miss the La Brea Woman exhibit.

• Petersen Automotive Museum • 6060 Wilshire Blvd
323-930-2277
Like you don’t see enough cars in LA. Mediocre.

• Zimmer Children’s Museum • 6505 Wilshire Blvd
323-761-8984
Learning place for kids to explore.
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• El Rey Theatre • 5515 Wilshire Blvd
323-936-6400
Diverse musical lineup.

• Little Bar • 757 S LaBrea Ave
323-937-9210
Beer and wine only at this friendly BYO food spot.

• The Mint • 6010 W Pico Blvd
323-954-9400
Casual acoustic venue with smokin’ sound system.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Black Dog Coffee • 5657 Wilshire Blvd
323-933-1976 • $
Friendly and tasty. Breakfast, lunch, coffee, dog biscuits.

• Crazy Fish • 9174 W Olympic Blvd
310-550-8547 • $$$
Insanely popular sushi joint.

• Fu’s Palace • 8751 W Pico Blvd
310-271-7887 • $
Crispy, spicy, sweet, and sour aromatic shrimp.

• Lucy’s • 1373 S La Brea Ave
323-938-4337 • $
A 24-hour tacos, chili dogs, burgers, and anything else bad for you.

• Merkato • 1036 S Fairfax Ave
323-935-1775 • $
Eat with your hands at this Ethiopian joint.

• Natalee Thai • 998 S Robertson Blvd
310-855-9380 • $$
Popular Thai food.

• Rahel Ethiopian Vegan Cuisine • 1047 S Fairfax Ave
323-937-8401 • $
Most vegan restaurant in Little Ethiopia.

• Republique • 624 S La Brea Ave
(310) 362-6115 • $$
Gorgeous bougie brunch place for the perfect food photo

• Rosalind’s • 1044 S Fairfax Ave
323-936-2486 • $$
Local favorite, Ethiopian.

• Roscoe’s House of Chicken ‘n Waffles • 
5006 W Pico Blvd
323-934-4405 • $$
Cheap Southern soul food chain.

• Tagine • 132 N Robertson Blvd
310-360-7535 • $$$
An eating experience with set menus of small plates.

• Versailles • 1415 S La Cienega Blvd
310-289-0392 • $$
The LA institution’s garlicy Cuban grub will stay with you.

• Wi Jammin • 5103 W Pico Blvd
323-965-9809 • $
A tiny hole-in-the-wall Carribbean restaurant where the local hairdressers hang out.


We hesitate to tell you this, because we don’t want to see it overrun, but Saturday night trivia at the bring-your-own-food Little Bar is a nearly perfect way to spend a weekend evening. Where should that BYOF come from? Versailles has crazy good garlic chicken. Not feeling trivia? Look to The Mint for a night of music or comedy.
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• 99 Cents Only Store • 6121 Wilshire Blvd
323-939-9991
99-cent cell phone charger or a half gallon of soy milk.

• Albertson Chapel • 5318 Wilshire Blvd
323-937-4919
Wanna get married NOW? Civil and Catholic services available.

• City Spa • 5325 W Pico Blvd
323-933-5954
Body wraps, massages, and steam rooms galore.

• Feldmar Watch Co. • 9000 W Pico Blvd
310-274-8016
From Timex to Rolex, they’ve got it all.

• Hansen’s Cakes • 1072 S Fairfax Ave
323-936-4332
Wedding cake central and imaginative birthday creations.
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Hancock Park was once LA’s most desirable neighborhood, and now that it’s surrounded by the best of the city (Koreatown, the calmer side of Hollywood), it may well be again. The houses are magnificent enough to warrant a stroll through the neighborhood, and on Sunday the Larchmont Farmers Market is the place to be for newly minted stroller pushers.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Getty House • 605 S Irving Blvd
323-930-6430
The home that LA’s mayors use to par-tay.

• Los Altos Apartments • 4121 Wilshire Blvd
There is a waiting list for apartments in this historic Spanish-style building.

• Wilshire Ebell Theatre • 4401 W 8th St
323-939-0126
Renaissance-style buildings used mainly for private events.

• Wiltern Theater • 3780 Wilshire Blvd
213-380-5005
Cool Art Deco building attracts equally cool, eclectic musical acts.
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• Jewel’s Catch One • 4067 W Pico Blvd
323-734-8849
Think Madonna’s “Material Girl” days.
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• Genwa Korean BBQ • 5115 Wilshire Blvd
(323) 549-0760 • $$
Cheap and delicious filling bbq

• Kiku Sushi • 246 N Larchmont Blvd
323-464-1323 • $$
All-you-can-eat sushi.

• Le Petit Greek • 127 N Larchmont Blvd
323-464-5160 • $$$
How about a nice dollop of whipped caviar?!

• Noah’s New York Bagels • 250 N Larchmont Blvd
323-466-2924 • $
Bagels and schmear with an NYC theme.

• Village Pizzeria • 131 N Larchmont Blvd
323-465-5566 • $
Might be LA’s best NY-style pizza.
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• Above the Fold • 226 N Larchmont Blvd
323-464-6397
Good selection of newspapers and magazines.

• Center for Yoga • 230 N Larchmont Blvd
323-464-1276
Classes, clothing, books, incense, sticky mats, and deep breaths.

• Chevalier’s Books • 126 N Larchmont Blvd
323-465-1334
Great children’s section.

• Landis Gifts & Stationary • 138 N Larchmont Blvd
323-465-7003
A little bit of EVERYTHING. The stationery department is especially good.

• Larchmont Beauty Center • 208 N Larchmont Blvd
323-461-0162
Arguably the best beauty supply store in the city.

• Larchmont Farmer’s Market • 209 N Larchmont Blvd
(818) 591-8161
Pop along every Sunday for regional venders selling outdoors

• Larchmont Village Wine, Spirits, & Cheese • 
223 N Larchmont Blvd
323-856-8699
When Two-Buck Chuck just won’t do. Amateurs are just as welcome as oenophiles.

• Picket Fences • 214 N Larchmont Blvd
323-467-2140
Juicy Couture, Cosa Bella undies, Kaminski hats, cute gifts.
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Home to one-third of the US Korean population, Korea Town is a bustling epicenter of nightlife and restaurants nestled against Wilshire Boulevard’s business district. If a non-Korean Angeleno were to free associate about K-Town, three things would probably immediately come to mind: reasonable rents, karaoke, and barbecue. And although the Korean population has given way to a rising Hispanic majority in recent years, many of the storefronts and signs remain in Korean and the culture is imprinted on every corner.

[image: image] Landmarks

• MacArthur Park • Wilshire Blvd & S Alvarado St
Avoid at night, or you’ll be melting in the dark!

• Southwestern Law School • 3050 Wilshire Blvd
213-738-6700
Legendary Art Deco department store turned law school.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Caffe Brass Monkey • 3440 Wilshire Blvd
213-381-7047
One of the best of K-town karaokes, enter in back.

• Frank N Hanks • 518 S Western Ave
213-383-2087
Beloved K-town hole in the wall.

• HMS Bounty • 3357 Wilshire Blvd
213-385-7275
Nautical-themed old man bar patronized by the new kids.

• The Prince • 3198 W 7th St
213-389-2007
Smokin’ waitresses, undercover celebs, cool.

• Q’s Billiard Club • 11835 Wilshire Blvd
310-477-7550
Brentwood’s pool bar. A great place to find locals to do coke with.

• R Bar • 3331 W 8th St
213-387-7227
Mellow K-Town dive. Check the ‘net for the password.

• Rosen Music Studio • 3488 W 8th St
213-387-0467
The K-Town karaoke legend.
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• Beverly Soon Tofu Restaurant • 
2717 W Olympic Blvd
213-380-1113 • $$
Top food-centric spot specializing in soft tofu soups.

• Chunju Han-il Kwan • 3450 W 6th St
213-480-1799 • $$
All the homey classics.

• Dong Il Jang • 3455 W 8th St
213-383-5757 • $$
Upscale Korean barbecue, also serving sushi.

• El Cholo • 1121 S Western Ave
323-734-2773 • $$
Long time favorite Mexican chain.

• El Farolito • 2737 W Pico Blvd
323-731-4329 • $
Chicken enchiladas.

• Guelaguetza • 3014 W Olympic Blvd
213-427-0608 • $$
Warm, informal, authentically Mexican dining experience.

• Ham Hung • 3109 W Olympic Blvd
213-381-1520 • $$
Korean for Koreans…and outsiders.

• Hodori • 1001 S Vermont Ave
213-383-3554 • $
24-hour Korean restaurant with killer barbecued beef.

• Jun Won • 414 S Western Ave
213-383-8855 • $$$
Korea Town brilliance.

• Kyochon • 3833 W 6th St
213-739-9292 • $
Korean fried chicken. Different from the Colonel.

• Langer’s • 704 S Alvarado St
213-483-8050 • $$
Great Jewish deli in MacArthur Park. Try the pastrami sandwiches.

• Literati Cafe • 12081 Wilshire Blvd
310-231-7484 • $$
Bring your laptop so you can work on that screenplay you’ll never sell.

• M Grill • 3832 Wilshire Blvd
213-389-2770 • $$$
Authentic Brazilian, sleek interior.

• Mama’s Hot Tamales • 2122 W 7th St
213-487-7474 • $
An amazing selection of tamales from all over Central and South America.

• Oo-Kook • 3385 W 8th St
213-385-5665 • $$
All the delicious meat you can (literally) stomach.

• Papa Cristo’s • 2771 W Pico Blvd
323-737-2970 • $
Greek market and deli serving delicious gyros and souvlaki.

• Pharaoh Karaoke Lounge • 3680 Wilshire Blvd
213-383-8686 • $$
Fusion fare with private karaoke rooms.

• Park’s BBQ • 955 S Vermont Ave
213-380-1717 • $$
Do your Korean BBQ here. Seasoned special pork belly!

• Soot Bull Jeep • 3136 W 8th St
213-387-3865 • $$$
Brilliant, smoky Korean BBQ; get the Spencer Steak.

• Taylor’s Steakhouse • 3361 W 8th St
213-382-8449 • $$$
Old-fashioned steak house.

• Tommy’s • 2575 Beverly Blvd
213-389-9060 • $
Their burgers are renowned.


Going out for a night on the K-Town? Here’s a handy equation: Korean BBQ + karaoke = good times. Try Soot Bull Jeep for a no-frills dining experience with a few friends. Follow a feast of kimchi and short ribs with generous portions of sake and awfulsome ‘80s tunes at Orchid Karaoke or Rosen Music Studio. Both offer private party rooms and drinks—Orchid even serves dinner—so you can satiate after slaughtering “Don’t You Want Me.” Decompress with a few soju cocktails and swear you’ll do this every weekend.
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• Han Kook Supermarket • 124 N Western Ave
323-469-8934
Korean supermarket.

• Koreatown Galleria • 3250 W Olympic Blvd
323-733-6000
Best Korean market around.

• Koreatown Plaza • 928 S Western Ave
213-382-1234
Mall with an amazing food court.

• Light Bulbs Unlimited • 2309 Wilshire Blvd
310-829-7400
Every bulb under the sun.
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Downtown’s revitalization has placed Skid Row residents on the doorsteps of yuppie loft dwellers—a juxtaposition that is (amazingly) working. Head south to find portfolio-toting FIDM students and the Fashion District, or explore Little Tokyo and Chinatown’s galleries and restaurants to the north. From Downtown’s epicenter, visit Gehry’s Walt Disney Concert Hall and the MOCA; stroll the Jewelry District for wholesale goodies; stock up on veggies at Grand Central Market and (for you early birds) don’t miss the vibrant Flower District.

[image: image] Landmarks

• A+D Museum • 900 E 4th St
323-932-9393
All things architecture—check it out here.

• Angeleno Heights • Carroll Ave & W Kensington Ave
Enclave of Victorian homes. Some lavished with astonishing TLC, some not.

• Bradbury Building • 304 S Broadway
Eclectic and dramatic Victorian masterpiece that was featured in Blade Runner.

• Caltrans District 7 Headquarters • 100 S Main St
A solar behemoth that is as energy-efficient as it is commanding.

• Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels • 
555 W Temple St
213-680-5200
Architectural Catholicism for the post-Y2K generation.

• Central • 630 W 5th St
213-228-7000
Grand downtown library.

• Chinatown • N Broadway
It may not sound like much, but the slippery shrimp at Yang Chow can’t be missed.

• City Hall • 200 N Spring St
213-485-2121
Got a gripe? Here’s the place to start.

• Clifton’s Cafeteria • 648 S Broadway
213-627-1673
Tri-level cafeteria with a woodsy theme and fake animals since 1931.

• Coca-Cola Bottling Plant • 1334 S Central Ave
213-746-5555
Designer Robert Derrah’s all-American Streamline Moderne chef d’oeuvre.

• Dorothy Chandler Pavilion • 135 N Grand Ave
213-972-0711
The Oscars are gone but the LA Opera is still here.

• Eastern Columbia Buildings • 849 S Broadway
Hulking turquoise Art-Deco monument.

• El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument • 200 N Main St
213-485-6855
The real LA story, but with Mexican and Native American influence.

• Garfield Building • 403 W 8th St
Another Art Deco monument from LA’s past. Check out the lobby.

• The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA • 
152 N Central Ave
213-626-6222
Formerly known as the “Temporary Contemporary,” the museum is still going strong.

• Go For Broke Monument • 160 N Central Ave
Honoring Japanese-Americans who fought with the allies in WW2.

• Grand Central Market • 317 S Broadway
213-624-2378
Mexican specialties and more.

• Instituto Cultural Mexicano • 125 Paseo de la Plaza
213-417-8384
Dedicated to the cultural exchange between American and Mexican cultures.

• Japanese American National Museum • 369 E 1st St
213-625-0414
Chronicling the Japanese experience in the US.

• LA Convention Center • 1201 S Figueroa St
213-741-1151
The building’s green glass exterior is visible for miles.

• The Mayan • 1038 S Hill St
213-746-4674
Spooky and cool. Check out the lobby if you can.

• Millennium Biltmore Hotel • 506 S Grand Ave
213-624-1011
First lady of Downtown hotels, testament to LA’s architectural heritage.

• Million Dollar Theater • 307 S Broadway
213-617-3600
Historic theater; now homes and offices. Check out the pharmacy downstairs.

• MOCA • 250 S Grand Ave
213-626-6222
Received much well-deserved attention for its wildly popular Andy Warhol retrospective.

• The Music Center • 135 N Grand Ave
213-972-7211
Four music venues in one.

• Old Plaza Firehouse • 134 Paseo de la Plaza
213-625-3741
LA’s oldest firehouse; haunted by Dalmatians.

• Olvera Street • Olvera St
An authentic Mexican marketplace in the heart of downtown LA.

• The Orpheum • 842 S Broadway
877-677-4386
Former Vaudeville house, now hosts assortment of live events.

• Oviatt Building • 617 S Olive St
213-379-4172
Art Deco treasure. Be sure to sneak a peek inside.

• STAPLES Center • 1111 S Figueroa St
213-742-7100
If the Staples folk could find a way to play baseball inside the arena, they’d lure the Dodgers too.

• Union Station • 800 N Alameda St
213-625-5865
Makes you wish people still traveled by train.

• Walt Disney Concert Hall • 141 S Grand Ave
323-850-2000
Gehry’s architectural masterpiece.

• The Westin Bonaventure Hotel • 404 S Figueroa St
213-624-1000
John Portman’s shiny, often-filmed towers.

• World Trade Center • 350 S Figueroa St
213-489-3337
Far less impressive than its former NY namesake, but a vital part of Downtown nonetheless.
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• 1642 Beer & Wine • 1642 W Temple St
213-989-6836
Usually chill beer and wine bar. Impress your date here.

• Angel City Brewery • 216 Alameda St
213-622-1261
Small DTLA brewery makes deliciously bitter beers.

• Bona Vista Lounge • 404 S Figueroa St
213-624-1000
Secret microbrewery, packed happy hour.

• Bootleg Theater • 2220 Beverly Blvd
213-389-3856
This cramped venue gets some big names.

• Broadway Bar • 830 S Broadway
213-614-9909
Celebrating the glamorous side of cocktailing.

• Cana Rum Bar • 714 W Olympic Blvd
213-745-7090
Yo-ho-ho and more than 100 varieties of rum.

• The Edison • 108 W 2nd St
213-613-0000
Experience the roaring 20s with dancing flappers, hot jazz, and killer cocktails.

• Elevate Lounge • 811 Wilshire Blvd
213-623-7100
21st-floor dance party.

• Gallery Bar and Cognac Room • 506 S Grand Ave
213-612-1562
Specialty drink’s the Black Dahlia: champagne + Guinness.

• Golden Gopher • 417 W 8th St
213-614-8001
Outdoor smoking alley, chandeliers, gold gopher lamps.

• La Cita Bar • 336 S Hill St
213-687-7111
Rock out to indie tunes under twinkle lights.

• Las Perlas • 107 E 6th St
213-988-8355
Creme de cacti. Scorpion honey. Tequila. They’ve got it.

• The Mayan • 1038 S Hill St
213-746-4674
Salsa club with strict dress code, call for required attire.

• Redwood Bar & Grill • 316 W 2nd St
213-680-2600
Pirate-themed hangout - perfect for finding booty.

• The Rooftop • 550 S Flower St
213-892-8080
Make an entrance upstairs, then stumble to your room.


Downtown is in a weird state of transition: its restaurants and bars are some of the city’s best, but residents only relatively recently got their first grocery store. Unless you’re celebrating a special occasion, skip the awesome but dress-coded Edison and instead head to the friendly, good-beer-serving Golden Gopher. Daikokuya is your spot for the city’s best ramen—just get there early to avoid the rush—and Wurstkuche stays at the delish forefront of the sausage-and-beer trend.



• Seven Grand • 515 W 7th St
213-614-0736
Whisky and pool tables. Enough said.

• The Smell • 247 S Main St
All ages, no booze, but underground music.

• Tony’s Saloon • 2017 E 7th St
213-622-5523
Nowhere location, but the drinks you’ll remember.
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• 24/7 Restaurant • 550 S Flower St
213-892-8080 • $$$
24-hour diner menu, post-party or in your room.

• Baco Mercat • 408 S Main St
213-687-8808 • $$$
Menu begins with the "Baco" flatbread; add an umlaut for flavor.

• Bar Ama • 118 W 4th St
213-687-7000 • $$$
Inspired-from-the-kitchen Sonoran-American comfort food.

• Bestia • 2121 E 7th Pl
213-514-5724 • $$$
Modern Italian in chic industrial setting.

• Blossom • 426 S Main St
213-623-1973 • $$
Fresh authentic Vietnamese in “blossoming” downtown neighborhood.

• Bottega Louie • 700 S Grand Ave
213-802-1470 • $$$
Fantastic space. Food’s fine.

• Broken Spanish • 1050 S Flower St
213-749-1460 • $$$
Four-star Mexican cuisine.

• Brooklyn Bagel • 2223 Beverly Blvd
323-630-0676 • $
Five-decade old authentic bagelry.

• Casa La Golondrina • 17 W Olvera St
213-628-4349 • $
A historic setting for classic Mexican food complete with serenading Mariachis.

• Checkers • 535 S Grand Ave
213-624-0000 • $$$$
Upscale downtown pre-theater dining.

• Cicada • 617 S Olive St
213-488-9488 • $$$$
California Italian.

• Clifton’s Cafeteria • 648 S Broadway
213-627-1673 • $
Tri-level cafeteria with a woodsy theme and fake animals since 1931.

• Daikokuya • 327 E 1st St
213-626-1680 • $$
Not your college ramen.

• Engine Co. No. 28 • 644 S Figueroa St
213-624-6996 • $$$$
Good firehouse-inspired eats.

• Homegirl Cafe • 130 Bruno St
213-617-0380 • $$
Staffed by recovering gangbangers. Now open for dinner.

• Hop Li • 526 Alpine St
213-680-3939 • $$
Inexpensive Chinese.

• Hygge Bakery • 1106 S Hope St
213-995-5022 • $
Danish pastries. So very buttery.

• Men Oh Tokushima • 456 E 2nd St
213-687-8485 • $
When the Daikokuya wait is long, head here.

• Mendocino Farms • 444 S Flower St
213-627-3262 • $$
Perhaps the best sandwiches in the world.

• Mikawaya • 118 Japanese Village Plz Mall
213-624-1681 • $
Delicious, sweet Japanese treats! Gelato mochi is the best.

• Nick & Stef’s Steakhouse • 330 S Hope St
213-680-0330 • $$$$$
Old-fashioned steaks in an ultra-modern downtown setting.

• Noe • 251 S Olive St
213-356-4100 • $$$$
Omni Hotel’s upscale Japanese-American.

• Oomasa • 100 Japanese Village Plaza Mall
213-623-9048 • $$
Cozy, late-night, traditional Japanese fare.

• Original Pantry Café • 877 S Figueroa St
213-972-9279 • $
All-American diner open 24 hours since 1924.

• Orsa & Winston • 122 W 4th St
213-687-0300 • $$$$
Affordable Japanese-Italian tasting menus defying obvious Marco Polo tropes.

• Pacific Dining Car • 1310 W 6th St
213-483-6000 • $$$$
Steak all day, all night.

• Patina • 141 S Grand Ave
213-972-3331 • $$$$
French-Californian fusion.

• Philippe the Original • 1001 N Alameda St
213-628-3781 • $
The best French dips in town. Totally awesome.

• Plum Tree Inn • 913 N Broadway
213-613-1819 • $$
Delicious Chinese.

• Redbird • 114 E 2nd St
213-788-1191 • $$$$
Sharp, stylish, to-the-point ecumenical cuisine.

• Saffron • 505 S Flower St
213-488-9754 • $
Serving straightforward Indian dishes to the downtown lunch crowd.

• Suehiro Café • 337 E 1st St
213-626-9132 • $$
Comfort food, Japanese-style, with comic books.

• Sushi-Gen • 422 E 2nd St
213-617-0552 • $$
Excellent sushi favored by locals.

• TOT • 345 E 2nd St
213-680-0344 • $$
Good lunch spot for affordable Japanese. Try one of the tuna bowls.


Philippe the Original serves its famous French dip sandwiches at long tables on a sawdust-covered dining room floor. During the inevitable exodus from a Staples Center event, don’t pass up the Original Pantry Café, a 24-hour diner that claims to have never closed its doors. Lazy Ox offers scrumptious and hearty food from around the world, on plates both small and large. In Little Tokyo, Sushi-Gen can’t be beat.



• Traxx • 800 N Alameda St
213-625-1999 • $$
As elegant and exquisite as Union Station itself.

• Tribal Café • 1651 W Temple St
213-483-4458 • $
Filipino friendliness.

• Water Grill • 544 S Grand Ave
213-891-0900 • $$$
Expense-account dining to impress. And it’s delicious.

• Wurstkuche • 800 E 3rd St
213-687-4444 • $$
Have some bier with your sausage.

• Yang Chow • 819 N Broadway
213-625-0811 • $$
Popular Chinese chain.
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• California Market Center • 110 E 9th St
213-630-3600
Gift, home accent, and fashion showrooms, as well as a handful of restaurants.

• Fig at 7th • 735 S Figueroa St
213-955-7150
Downtown’s only real shopping mall.

• Grand Central Market • 317 S Broadway
213-624-2378
An LA legend since 1917 with produce, fish, meat, and ice cream all under one roof.

• Los Angeles Flower Market • 766 Wall St
213-627-3696
Say it with flowers, cheaply.

• Michaels • 219 Glendale Blvd
818-291-0944
Pipe cleaners, felt, and puff paints galore!

• MOCA Store • 250 S Grand Ave
213-621-1710
Museum store’s a haven for design.

• Moskatels • 733 San Julian St
213-689-4590
Massive craft and flower store.

• Ooga Booga • 943 N Broadway
213-617-1105
Cool store featuring LA artists.

• popKiller Second • 343 E 2nd St
213-625-1372
When you’’re in Little Tokyo and you need a with-it belt buckle…

• Pussy & Pooch • 564 S Main St
213-438-0900
Pethouse and Pawbar—grooming and gifting for the Angeleno animal.

• The Santee Alley • 210 E Olympic Blvd
310-203-0101
The perfect place to find convincing “kate spate” or “Prado” handbags.

• Shan Fabrics • 733 Ceres Ave
213-891-9393
They carry Vlisco (the Dutch rolls royce of African wax resist fabric!!).


Map 10 • Baldwin Hills [image: image]
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Baldwin Hills is a well-to-do African American community whose first claim to fame was hosting the world’s first Olympic Village in 1932. Post-Olympics, this mid-city swath of rolling hills became the gilded, exclusive enclave of the rich and famous—called the “Black Beverly Hills.” Today’s roster of homeowners now includes more doctors, dentists, lawyers, and other professionals than top entertainment and sports stars.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Area • 
4100 S La Cienega Blvd
323-298-3660
Most people only think of this park as they’re driving to LAX. That’s a mistake.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Café Fais Do-Do • 5257 W Adams Blvd
323-931-4636
Cajun food, eclectic music.

• The Living Room • 2636 Crenshaw Blvd
323-735-8748
Cocktails and live music.

• Mandrake • 2692 S La Cienega Blvd
310-837-3297
Think art students talking theory bar.

[image: image] Restaurants

• JR’s Barbeque • 3055 S La Cienega Blvd
310-837-6838 • $$
One of the top LA BBQ spots; Memphis style.



[image: image] Shopping

• Berbere World Imports • 3049 S La Cienega Blvd
310-842-3842
Old world furniture and accessories from all corners of the Mediterranean.

• Graphaids • 3030 S La Cienega Blvd
310-204-1212
If you’re not an artist, this store will make you wish you were.

• Normandie Bakery • 3022 S Cochran Ave
323-939-5528
A Parisian oasis.

• Paul Loya Gallery • 2677 S La Cienega Blvd
(310) 876-1410

• Tokidoki • 5655 W Adams Blvd
323-930-0555
Toys, skateboards, bags for anime fiends.


Map 11 • South Central West [image: image]
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This area gets congested during college football season, when drunken cardinal-and-gold-bedecked USC fans cheer on the Trojans. There’s plenty to do on campus, whether or not you’re enrolled, including cheap movies, free concerts, elevated lectures and the surprisingly entertaining science center. On the southwest side, the Leimert Park arts and shopping district is a low-key area, excellent for rare finds.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Exposition Park • 700 Exposition Park Dr
213-765-5369
Forget the Coliseum and check out the Rose Garden. Or not.

• Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County • 900 Exposition Blvd
213-763-3466
Kids just love the dinosaur fossils.

• University of Southern California • 
S Vermont Ave & Exposition Blvd
213-740-2311
Cardinal and gold private option, since 1880.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Harold & Belle’s • 2920 W Jefferson Blvd
323-735-9023 • $$$
Great Cajun food.

• La Barca • 2414 S Vermont Ave
323-735-6567 • $$
Mexican.

• Pizza Moon • 2619 S Western Ave
323-733-2222 • $
Pizzas, burgers, Mexican dishes, etc., for sit-down, takeout, or delivery.



[image: image] Shopping

• Zambezi Bazaar • 4770 Don Miguel Dr
323-299-6383
African-American specialty store.


Map 12 • South Central East [image: image]
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South LA. Once known as South Central LA. Perhaps you’ve heard of it. Crime and poverty persist here, next door to one of the nation’s most high-status universities. Still home to a predominantly African-American and Latino population, this area has nevertheless felt downtown’s encroaching development, and the uneasiness of shifting demographics. Watch your back after dark, but give it up for the charities and activists working to make things more peaceful.

[image: image] Landmarks

• California Science Center • 700 Exposition Park Dr
323-724-3623
Come for the exhibits and high-wire bicycle acts.

• LA Memorial Coliseum • 3939 S Figueroa St
213-747-7111
We’re still waiting for that LA football team…

• Shrine Auditorium & Expo Hall • 
665 W Jefferson Blvd
213-748-5116
The mosque design makes it one of the neighborhood’s most visible buildings.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Chano’s Drive-In • 3000 S Figueroa St
213-747-3944 • $
Drive-in to dive into authentic Mexican food.

• Pasta Roma • 2827 S Figueroa St
213-742-0303 • $
University student hangout for cheap Italian.


Map 13 • Inglewood [image: image]
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While North Inglewood’s charming, sylvan avenues played stunt double for the Yourtown, Midwest backdrop of Wayne’s World, much of the city’s residual grittiness reflects the loss of its adored Lakers to the Staples Center (Map 9). But if Laker great Magic Johnson has his way, Inglewood will be just fine. Johnson gets the assist for bringing a burst of commercial energy to the area. Grabbing a selection from Randy’s Donuts before you hop on your plane at LAX is the best way to show whoever you’re visiting that you care (about tasty breakfast sweets). True friends make sure at least one is maple-frosted.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Betfair Hollywood Park • 1050 S Prairie Ave
310-419-1549
When you’ve just got to play the ponies…

• Great Western Forum • 
S Prairie Ave & Manchester Terrace
310-330-7300
The Lakers’ and Kings’ former home is now the Faithful Central Bible Church. There’s irony for you.

• Pann’s • 6710 La Tijera Blvd
323-776-3770
One of the best remaining examples in the country of ‘50s coffee shop design—and they serve a down-home tasty breakfast.

• Randy’s Donuts • 805 W Manchester Blvd
310-645-4707
Giant donut perched on top of this beloved donut stop.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Betfair Hollywood Park • 1050 S Prairie Ave
310-419-1549
Race track, nightclub, live music, games, etc.

[image: image] Restaurants

• La Costa Mariscos • 597 S La Brea Ave
310-672-2083 • $
Latin-styled fast food with the accent on seafood.

• La Perla • 10623 S Prairie Ave
310-677-5277 • $$
Ernestina Murillo’s kitchen serves up Latin American cuisine.

• Little Belize • 217 E Nutwood St
310-674-0696 • $$
Get your Belizean fix on at this inexpensive spot.

• Pann’s • 6710 La Tijera Blvd
323-776-3770 • $$
One of the best remaining examples of ‘50s coffee shop design.

• Thai Plate • 10311 Hawthorne Blvd
310-412-0111 • $$
This neighborhood-style restaurant’s specialty is Northern Thai cuisine.



[image: image] Shopping

• Zahra’s Books & Things • 900 N La Brea Ave
310-330-1300
African-American bookstore that hosts great readings and events.


Map 14 • Inglewood East / Morningside Park [image: image]
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Over time, Morningside Park has shed its inner-city vibe and become more like the neighboring communities in the South Bay. Residential areas here are bisected by commercial throughways filled with shopping centers anchored by big-box retailers like Costco. That said, these mini-malls still make room for the local mom-and-pop businesses.

[image: image] Shopping

• Costco • 3560 W Century Blvd
310-242-2777
Buy it in bulk.


Map 15 • Pacific Palisades [image: image]
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With streets meandering lazily through the hills, sweeping ocean views that cover the waterfront, and jaw-dropping canyons, Pacific Palisades earns its sticker-shock asking price. It’s peopled with celebrities, executives, and a lot of high-fiving real estate agents. This close-yet-removed enclave is spooned between the Pacific Ocean and Topanga State Park, and couldn’t be better for a romantic after-dinner stroll.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Eames House • 203 Chautauqua Blvd
310-459-9663
Iconic house that influenced modern architecture in the ‘burbs.

• Santa Monica Steps • 4th St & Adelaide Dr
Climbing these is the most LA workout you can ever hope to have.

• Self-Realization Fellowship Lake Shrine Temple • 17190 W Sunset Blvd
310-454-4114
Stunning gardens.

• Will Rogers State Historic Park • Sunset Blvd
310-454-8212
Hiking, picnicking, and polo. Yes, polo.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Pearl Dragon • 15229 W Sunset Blvd
310-459-9790
Cocktail lounge from Voda owners, full liquor license.



[image: image] Restaurants

• Acai Nation • 857 Vía De La Paz
(310) 459-4499 • $$

• Kay ‘n Dave’s • 15246 W Sunset Blvd
310-459-8118 • $$
Healthy Mexican with a family-friendly atmosphere.

• Modo Mio Cucina Rustica • 15200 W Sunset Blvd
310-459-0979 • $$$
Oddly office-like outside, quiet, authentic, well-executed Italian inside.

• Patrick’s Roadhouse • 106 Entrada Dr
310-459-4544 • $$
Quintessential place for breakfast at the beach.

• Robeks • 15280 Antioch St
310-230-3991 • $
Juice, salads, sandwiches.

[image: image] Shopping

• Elyse Walker • 15306 Antioch St
310-230-8882
When you want to dress cool. But not too cool.

• Gelson’s The Super Market • 15424 W Sunset Blvd
818-906-5795
When Trader Joe’s won’t cut it. Excellent foreign foods.

• Gift Garden Antiques • 15266 Antioch St
310-459-4114
Fine gifts from a smattering of decades.

• Puzzle Zoo • 1041 Swarthmore Ave
310-454-8648
Toys to educate or palliate.

• Vivian’s Unique Boutique • 875 Vía De La Paz
310-573-1326
Vivian hands out free earrings with purchase.


Map 16 • Brentwood [image: image]

[image: image]



Map 16

[image: image]

Brentwood is relatively affluent and quite peaceful—some might even go so far as to call it boring. Still, San Vicente Boulevard beckons fans of moderate outdoor activity (plenty of joggers; safe bike path), and hosts the annual Kickin’ Cancer 5K Run. Plus, the rent is cheaper than in Santa Monica. The restaurants aren’t, though. The Italian joints here are some of LA’s most upscale (and priciest). Always carry cash for valet.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Getty Center • 1200 Getty Center Dr
310-440-7300
Cool buildings (Meier), great garden (Irwin), fabulous views (G-d).



[image: image] Restaurants

• A Votre Sante • 13018 San Vicente Blvd
310-451-1813 • $$
Vegetarian health food.

• Brentwood Restaurant & Lounge • 148 S Barrington Ave
310-476-3511 • $$$$
California-style comfort food.

• Chin Chin • 11740 San Vicente Blvd
310-826-2525 • $$
Chinese chain run by non-Chinese.

• Coral Tree Café • 11645 San Vicente Blvd
310-979-8733 • $$
Yummy lunch among the trophy wives and up-and-comers.

• Katsuya • 11777 San Vicente Blvd
310-207-8744 • $$$$$
The Philippe Starck decor is almost as cool as the food.

• Le Pain Quotidien • 11702 S Barrington Ave
310-476-0969 • $$
Classy French sandwich shop.

• Pizzicotto • 11758 San Vicente Blvd
310-442-7188 • $$$
Pizza and pasta.

• Reddi Chick • 225 26th St
310-393-5238 • $
Chicken with a cult following.

• Toscana • 11633 San Vicente Blvd
310-820-2448 • $$$$
Tuscan with great pizzas.

• Vincenti • 11930 San Vicente Blvd
310-207-0127 • $$$$
Fine Italian food and wine with kitchen view.

[image: image] Shopping

• Compartes Chocolatier • 912 S Barrington Ave
310-826-3380
Extremely high-end candy shop.

• Iliad Bookshop • 5400 Cahuenga Blvd
818-509-2665
One of LA’s best used bookstores. Zola, the one-eyed kitty, will greet you.

• Ron Herman • 11677 San Vicente Blvd
310-207-0927
$335 for a bikini? Does it do tricks?

• Sugar Paper • 225 26th St
310-451-7870
For all your pretty paper and stationary needs

• SusieCakes • 11708 San Vicente Blvd
310-442-2253
Let us eat cake.

• Whole Foods Market • 11737 San Vicente Blvd
310-826-4433
Fresh produce and groceries in Brentwood’s hippie corner.


Map 17 • Bel Air / Holmby Hills [image: image]
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Both of these neighborhoods are almost completely residential. Celebrity fanatics can purchase star maps that chart some of the celebrity homes, or rather, their 15-foot tree-barrier fencing. Roads are confusing and it’s easy to get lost in Bel Air, but the homes you can see are so stunning to look at that you may not mind. If you lose your way, just head downhill and eventually you’ll (probably) wind up on Sunset Boulevard.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Beverly Hillbillies’ House • 700 Bel Air Rd
Former Clampett stomping ground.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Hotel Bel Air Lounge • 701 Stone Canyon Rd
310-472-1211
Where golddiggers and grandpas meet.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Bel Air Bar & Grill • 662 N Sepulveda Blvd
310-440-5544 • $$$$
Californian with quick Getty access.


Map 18 • Santa Monica [image: image]
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Santa Monica’s beachy creative community gave way long ago to families, young professionals, tourists, and condos. Residents typically avoid 3rd Street Promenade (the fun is offset by draconian parking regulations, quick-draw meter maids, throngs of confused tourists, and pushy hustlers), preferring to window shop along the boutique- and café-lined Main Street. Montana Avenue hosts a wealth of pricey cafés, pricier boutiques, and severely pricey jewelry stores. The ocean bike path, the picturesque bluffs, and the famous Santa Monica stairs encourage shutting down the laptop and playing outdoors.

[image: image] Landmarks

• 3rd Street Promenade • Broadway & 3rd St
Day or night, there’s always something going on.

• Heritage Square • Ocean Park Blvd & Main St
310-392-8537
A taste of 19th-century life amidst Starbucks and bagel shops.

• Santa Monica Civic Auditorium • 1855 Main St
310-458-8551
Bizarre mix of cool rock concerts and antique sales.

• Santa Monica Pier • Colorado Ave & Ocean Ave
310-458-8900
Tiptoe through the tourists for a ride on the historic carousel.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Basement Tavern • 2640 Main St
310-396-2469
This concealed treasure is, by neighborhood standards, practically a dive.

• Big Dean’s Café • 1615 Ocean Front Walk
310-393-2666
Straight off the beach, fried locals.

• Bodega Wine Bar • 814 Broadway
310-394-3504
Wine by the tumbler.

• Broadway Ale House • 129 Broadway
310-395-6351
Snob beer without the beer snobs.

• Cameo Bar • 1819 Ocean Ave
310-260-7500
Chic hotel bar surrounding two swimming pools.

• Casa del Mar • 1910 Ocean Way
310-581-5533
High-end hotel bar.

• Circle Bar • 2926 Main St
310-450-0508
Once divey, now trendy.

• Cock N’ Bull • 2947 Lincoln Blvd
310-399-9696
British pub.

• The Daily Pint • 2310 Pico Blvd
310-450-7631
The good kind of cramped.

• Father’s Office • 1018 Montana Ave
310-736-2224
Bet your dad didn’t have 30 beers on tap.

• Fig • 101 Wilshire Blvd
310-319-3111
Hotel deluxe, waterfall included.

• The Gaslite • 2030 Wilshire Blvd
310-829-2382
Karaoke for the tone deaf.

• Harvelle’s • 1432 4th St
310-395-1676
You like your clubs dark and sexy.

• Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel • 1700 Ocean Ave
866-563-9792
Swanky.

• Rick’s Tavern on Main • 2907 Main St
310-392-2772
Nothing fancy, just dive in and drink up.

• The Room SM • 1325 Santa Monica Blvd
310-458-0707
Westside station of Hollywood spot.

• Rusty’s Surf Ranch • 256 Santa Monica Pier
310-393-7437
Surfboards, margs at sunset.

• Shutters on the Beach • 1 Pico Blvd
310-458-0030
One of the “beachiest” Santa Monica hotel bars.

• Viceroy Hotel • 1819 Ocean Ave
310-260-7500
Poolside and lounge, about as swanky as it gets on the Westside.



[image: image] Restaurants

• Kreation Organic Kafe • 1023 Montana Ave
(310) 458-4880 • $$

• Rosti Santa Monica • 931 Montana Ave
(310) 393-3236 • $$

• Bay Cities • 1517 Lincoln Blvd
310-395-8279 • $
Amazing Italian sandwich counter, Italian grocery, and long lines.

• The Buffalo Club • 1520 Olympic Blvd
310-450-8600 • $$$$$
Exclusive clubby dining.

• Cassia • 1314 7th St
310-393-6699 • $$$
Southeast Asian farm-to-table cuisine.

• Cha Cha Chicken • 1906 Ocean Ave
310-581-1684 • $$
Caribbean chicken.

• Chez Jay • 1657 Ocean Ave
310-395-1741 • $$$
Californian seafood.

• Chinois • 2709 Main St
310-392-9025 • $$$$
Wolfgang Puck does Chinese brilliantly.

• Dhaba • 2104 Main St
310-399-9452 • $$
Visit India with a Dhaba Dinner.

• Earth, Wind & Flour • 2222 Wilshire Blvd
310-829-7829 • $$
Boston-style pizzas and pastas, whatever that means.

• Enterprise Fish Company • 174 Kinney St
310-392-8366 • $$
Where $1.00 oysters make for a very happy hour.

• Fritto Misto • 601 Colorado Ave
310-458-2829 • $$
Inexpensive California Italian.

• Fromin’s Delicatessen • 1832 Wilshire Blvd
310-829-5443 • $
Old-school deli and diner.

• The Galley • 2442 Main St
310-452-1934 • $$$$
Steak and seafood in marine theme.

• Hillstone • 202 Wilshire Blvd
310-576-7558 • $$$
Chain grill that caters to locals.

• Huckleberry • 1014 Wilshire Blvd
310-451-2311 • $$
Big menu—but oh, the baked goods.

• Izzy’s Deli • 1433 Wilshire Blvd
310-394-1131 • $$
Locals, Jews, and obnoxious drunks all enjoy the so-so food at all hours.

• Kreation Kafe • 1023 Montana Ave
310-458-4880 • $$
New owner infuses Mediterranean favorites with organic ingredients.

• Library Alehouse • 2911 Main St
310-314-4855 • $$
Beer and classy pub fare.

• The Lobster • 1602 Ocean Ave
310-458-9294 • $$$$
Definitely order the lobster.

• Lula • 2720 Main St
310-392-5711 • $$
Non-traditional Mexican cuisine with strong margaritas.

• Melisse • 1104 Wilshire Blvd
310-395-0881 • $$$$
Quiet, upscale, French, many awards.

• The Misfit • 225 Santa Monica Blvd
310-656-9800 • $$$
Salted chocolate chip cookies at the end of EVERY. MEAL.


A weekend in Santa Monica should begin at the Farmers Market (on Arizona on Saturdays, Main Street on Sundays). Then take a walk along the bluffs or bike ride on the beach path followed by lunch and shopping on Main Street. Next, try the Library Alehouse for its personal brews and neighboring Rick’s Tavern for its burgers. Finally, you can’t not check out the Pier, unless you’re some kind of communist. The Ferris Wheel gives you a view of dolphins on one side and the Valley fires, mudslides, or general frustration on the other, and a perfect make-out spot. And it’s your name on a grain of rice, people.



• One Pico • 1 Pico Blvd
310-587-1717 • $$$
Fireside dining and a coastal view.

• Rustic Canyon Wine Bar • 1119 Wilshire Blvd
310-393-7050 • $$$
Hidden cave of wine.

• Stella Rossa Pizza Bar • 2000 Main St
310-396-9250 • $$
Fancy pizzas and strong cocktails.

• Sugarfish • 1325 2nd St
310-393-3338 • $$$
You deserve to eat sushi this good.

• Sushi Roku • 1401 Ocean Ave
310-458-4771 • $$$
Sushi by the beach.

• Tar & Roses • 602 Santa Monica Blvd
310-587-0700 • $$$
Tiny plates of European-influenced food with big bottles of wine.

• Trastevere • 1360 3rd St Promenade
310-319-1985 • $$$
Their gnocchi and olive dip rate a trip.

• Ye Olde King’s Head • 116 Santa Monica Blvd
310-451-1402 • $$
Traditional English fare and beer.



[image: image] Shopping

• The Acorn Store • 1220 5th St
310-451-5845
Unique toy store, handmade dolls and puppets.

• Anthropologie • 1402 3rd Street Promenade
310-393-4763
Unique, super-feminine clothes and accessories. Goldmine clearance.

• Diane’s Santa Monica • 620 Wilshire Blvd
310-395-3545
Huge selection of bikinis and beachwear.

• Fred Segal • 500 Broadway
310-394-9814
LA institution and celebrity-spotter’s paradise.

• Helen’s Cycles • 2501 Broadway
310-829-1836
Bikes sold by people who know what they’re talking about.

• Holy Guacamole • 2906 Main St
310-314-4850
Hot sauce heaven.

• Jill Roberts • 920 Montana Ave
310-260-1966
Stereotypical Angelenas, both shoppers and staff.

• Kiehl’s • 1516 Montana Ave
310-255-0055
No more mail-order. NY-fave beauty products.

• Number One Beauty Supply • 1426 Montana Ave
310-656-2455
A high-end Montana Ave selection at un-Montana Ave prices.

• The Pump Station & Nurtury • 2415 Wilshire Blvd
310-998-1981
Where new moms turn for helpful advice with breastfeeding & baby care.

• Puzzle Zoo • 1411 3rd St Promenade
310-393-9201
Toy store caters to the sci-fi geek and child within us all.

• REI • 402 Santa Monica Blvd
310-458-4370
Everything you’ll need for your camping trips.

• Rooms & Gardens • 1311 Montana Ave # A
(310) 451-5154

• Santa Monica Farmers Market • 1299 3rd St
310-458-8712
Overpriced oranges AND an obese man with a monkey asking for your change.

• Santa Monica Farms • 2015 Main St
310-396-4069
Organic produce, groceries, juices, sandwiches to go.

• Starbucks • 1356 3rd St Promenade
310-458-0266
Knowledgable staff that lets you listen before you buy.

• Step Shoes • 1004 Montana Ave
310-899-4409
Luxury and comfort in footware.

• Wildfiber • 1453 14th St
310-458-2748
Bright knitting and yarn shop.

• ZJ Boarding House • 2619 Main St
310-392-5646
If it’s flat and you can ride it, they’ve got it.


Map 19 • West LA / Santa Monica East [image: image]
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Colloquially “the West Side,” this one takes some dedication. The new families, UCLA kids, and other eclectic residents enjoy the beach proximity, world-class window-shopping, and quick freeway access. Living here is swell. If you’re driving crosstown, or running errands, pack some books on tape.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Bergamot Station • 2525 Michigan Ave
310-453-7535
The best one-stop art experience you can have in LA.

• Santa Monica Municipal Airport • 3223 Donald Douglas Loop S
310-458-8591
Home to lots of small planes and private jets. And an annual Barneys NY sale.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The Arsenal • 12012 W Pico Blvd
310-575-5511
‘60s era cool at this quite metro-for-the-Westside bar.

• Busby’s • 3110 Santa Monica Blvd
310-828-4567
Smaller, but as fun as it’s mid-Wilshire counterpart.

• McCabe’s Guitar Shop • 3101 Pico Blvd
310-828-4497
Famed LA haunt for live acoustic music.

• Mom’s • 12238 Santa Monica Blvd
310-820-6667
A pseudo-dive, but it’ll do.

• The Penthouse • 1111 2nd St
310-393-8080
Individual cabana tables for private dining. Bridge and tunnel crowd on weekends.

• Plan B • 11637 W Pico Blvd
310-312-3633
The Ladies Man would hang at this after 2 am cigar lounge.

• Sonny McLean’s Irish Pub • 2615 Wilshire Blvd
310-449-1811
For homesick Red Sox fans.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Bandera • 11700 Wilshire Blvd
310-477-3524 • $$$
Dimly-lit; yuppy-ish. Reliable New-American cuisine.

• Benito’s Taco Shop • 11614 Santa Monica Blvd
310-442-9924 • $
$3 burritos the size of your Chihuahua.

• The Counter • 2901 Ocean Park Blvd
310-399-8383 • $$
Build your own burger with a zillion choices for toppings.

• Don Antonio’s • 11755 W Pico Blvd
310-312-2090 • $$
Muy autentico.

• Farmshop • 225 26th St
310-566-2400 • $$$
Family-style dinners and snacks to go.

• Furaibo • 2068 Sawtelle Blvd
310-444-1432 • $$
Try Japanese dishes you’ve never heard of at this izakaya.

• Hide Sushi • 2040 Sawtelle Blvd
310-477-7242 • $$$
Not for the sushi-phobic.

• Hop Woo • 11110 W Olympic Blvd
310-575-3668 • $
West Side outpost of the highly regarded Chinese chain.

• Il Forno • 2901 Ocean Park Blvd
310-450-1241 • $$$
Northern Italian cuisine. Great pastas and NYC-style pizzas.

• Il Moro • 11400 W Olympic Blvd
310-575-3530 • $$$$
Creative Italian specialties.

• Kiriko Sushi • 11301 W Olympic Blvd
310-478-7769 • $$$$$
Splurge sushi/omakase beyond your wildest tuna roll fantasies.

• Lares • 2909 Pico Blvd
310-829-4550 • $$
Rich, authentic Mexican meals and potent margaritas.

• Lazy Daisy Cafe • 11913 Wilshire Blvd
310-477-8580 • $$
Great selection of salads and smoothies.

• Le Saigon • 11611 Santa Monica Blvd
310-312-2929 • $$
Great Korean food.

• Milo and Olive • 2723 Wilshire Blvd
310-453-6776 • $$$
Bread-forward all-day spot featuring wood-fired pizza.

• Rae’s Restaurant • 2901 Pico Blvd
310-828-7937 • $
Neighborhood hangout-they line up for breakfast!

• Sasabune • 11917 Wilshire Blvd
310-820-3596 • $$
No California Roll, no menu. Trust the chef.

• Tsujita LA • 2100 Sawtelle Blvd
310-231-6060 • $$
Artisan noodle ramen masters.

• Vito • 2807 Ocean Park Blvd
310-450-4999 • $$$
Reliable Italian.

• Yabu • 11820 W Pico Blvd
310-473-9757 • $$$
Hip sushi and noodles.

• Zabie’s • 3003 Ocean Park Blvd
310-392-9036 • $
Neighborhood café. Friendly. Cheap. Good breakfast and lunch.


Sawtelle north of Olympic, known as Little Osaka, is an expanse of BBQ, sushi, cozy noodle houses, and cutesy gift shops. Try Japanese dishes you’ve never heard of, or ones that you have, at Furaibo, an excellent izakaya. There’s a smidgen of nightlife along Pico and Centinela: The Arsenal has time-tested tunes and by-the-book cocktails. The Royal and NuArt movie theaters show off-beat, foreign, cult, and otherwise hard to find films on the regular.
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• Any Occasion Balloons • 12002 W Pico Blvd
310-473-9963
Every size balloon, in every shape and color imaginable.

• Blick Art Materials • 11531 Santa Monica Blvd
310-479-1416
Corporate but comprehensive. Good selection of art magazines.

• Giant Robot • 2015 Sawtelle Blvd
310-478-1819
Items from Asian pop culture.

• McCabe’s Guitar Shop • 3101 Pico Blvd
310-828-4497
Geared more toward the fledgling Bob Dylan than Eddie Van Halen.

• Record Surplus • 12436 Santa Monica Blvd
310-979-4577
No glitz, no pizzazz. For serious music lovers only.


Map 20 • Westwood / Century City [image: image]
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By day, Century City bustles with corporate life. By night, it becomes a ghost town, unless you’re at the movie theater at Century City Mall. By contrast, with the exception of the Westwood Memorial Cemetery (final resting place for Marilyn Monroe and Natalie Wood), nearby Westwood is always humming with UCLA students, moviegoers, and Bruins fanatics. Consequently, street parking will test your patience and parallel parking abilities. For book enthusiasts, come to the LA Times Festival of Books at UCLA during April.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Federal Building • Wilshire Blvd & S Sepulveda Blvd
Picketers of any and all causes seem magnetically drawn to this building.

• Fox Plaza • 2121 Avenue of the Stars
310-282-0047
Known to locals as “the Die Hard Building.” Surely we don’t have to explain.

• Hammer Museum • 10899 Wilshire Blvd
310-443-7000
Cutting-edge art museum with largely contemporary exhibits.

• Mormon Temple • 10777 Santa Monica Blvd
310-474-1549
Always one of the more festively-lit buildings at Christmastime.

• Playboy Mansion • 10236 Charing Cross Rd
We’d tell you all about it if only Hef would send us an invitation.

• UCLA • 405 Hilgard Ave
310-825-4321
Picturesque campus, solid academics, and its own blue Pantone color.

• Wadsworth Theater • 11000 Wilshire Blvd
310-479-3003
They offer free jazz concerts on the first Sunday of every month.

• Westwood Memorial Cemetery • 1218 Glendon Ave
310-272-2484
Marilyn Monroe and Natalie Wood are among the famous residents.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The Cellar • 1880 Century Park E
310-277-1584
Some call it a dive; some call it Century City respite.

• Habibi Cafe • 923 Broxton Ave
310-824-2277
End your night disgusted and ripped-off at this notorious hookah spot.

[image: image] Restaurants

• 800 Degrees • 10889 Lindbrook Dr
310-443-1911 • $$
Made-to-order pizzas, and a burrata bar.

• Attari Sandwich Shop • 1388 Westwood Blvd
310-441-5488 • $
Persian-style sandwiches, plus kebab plates.

• The Bigg Chill • 10850 W Olympic Blvd
310-475-1070 • $
Best frozen yogurt in LA!

• Carvel Ice Cream • 11037 Santa Monica Blvd
310-444-0011 • $
East coast ice cream institution.

• Clementine • 1751 Ensley Ave
310-552-1080 • $$
True American cuisine with a modern flair.

• Diddy Riese Cookies • 926 Broxton Ave
310-208-0448 • $
25¢ cookies and ice cream sandwiches.

• Elysee Bakery & Cafe • 1099 Gayley Ave
310-208-6505 • $$
Decent cafe with bonus points for outside seating.

• Feast from the East • 1949 Westwood Blvd
310-475-0400 • $
Cheap, fast, and tasty.

• Hoboken • 2323 Westwood Blvd
310-474-1109 • $$
Southern Italian fare with a Jersey flair?

• In-N-Out Burger • 922 Gayley Ave
800-786-1000 • $
Top California burger joint.

• Johnnie’s NY Pizzeria • 10251 Santa Monica Blvd
310-553-1188 • $$
New York-style pizza.

• La Bruschetta • 1621 Westwood Blvd
310-477-1052 • $$$$
Classic Italian. Their bruschetta is delicious.

• Lamonicas • 1066 Gayley Ave
310-208-8671 • $
Excellent thin crust pizza by the slice. Boasts dough imported from NY!

• Matteo’s Restaurant • 2321 Westwood Blvd
310-475-4521 • $$$
Where Sinatra would get pasta in LA.

• Mr. Noodle • 936 Broxton Ave
310-208-7808 • $
The Baja Fresh of Thai noodles.

• Napa Valley Grille • 1100 Glendon Ave
310-824-3322 • $$$$
Upscale dining.

• Ramayani • 1777 Westwood Blvd
310-477-3315 • $
Incredibly slow service for incredibly delicious Indonesian food.

• Stan’s Donuts • 10948 Weyburn Ave
310-208-8660 • $
Try a Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup donut.


Not a college town but a reasonable facsimile thereof, Westwood’s student population feeds on the cheap, undeniably delicious In N’ Out, Diddy Riese Cookies (fresh from the oven), and Falafel King (extra baba ganoush, please). For the classic Westwood experience, see a movie here on opening night—people get psyched.



[image: image] Shopping

• Bristol Farms • 1515 Westwood Blvd
310-481-0100
Upscale grocery. Newest and biggest of its kind.

• Cost Plus World Market • 10860 Santa Monica Blvd
310-441-5115
An “everything” superstore.

• Paris Bakery • 1448 Westwood Blvd
310-474-8888
Great French pastries, breads, and croissants.


Map 21 • Venice [image: image]
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Map 21
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Here it is: LA’s Coney Island, Woodstock vs. Myrtle Beach, a carnival and an American microcosm, home to billionaires, bombshells, hustlers, and drifters. On the boardwalk, Venice bustles all day (and gets dicey at night). Along Abbot Kinney, Venice is a cozy bohemia, with ample eateries, bars, and boutiques. And with Lincoln Boulevard right there, you don’t have to venture far to get that pesky smog check.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Binoculars Building • 340 Main St
Frank Gehry’s design features a large statue of binoculars marking its entrance.

• Muscle Beach • 1817 Ocean Front Walk
310-578-6131
Don’t forget to oil up first.

• Venice Boardwalk • Ocean Front Wk
A freak show to some, while others thrive on the eclectic crowds. Marvel at the graffiti-bedecked palm trees.

• Venice Canals • Pacific Ave & N Venice Blvd
There used to be more than six, but they were deemed impractical and turned into roads.

• Venice Pier • Washington Blvd
It’s been a casualty to weather conditions at least twice.

• Windward Circle • Main St & Windward Ave
A great meeting place for those looking to spend the day at the beach.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Baja Cantina • 311 West Washington Boulevard
310-821-2252
Free chips ‘n’ salsa with your margs.

• The Brig • 1515 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-399-7537
For trendy westsiders too lazy to drive to Cahuenga.

• The Firehouse • 213 Rose Ave
310-396-6810
Neighborhood bar.

• James’ Beach • 60 N Venice Blvd
310-823-5396
Outdoor patio bar with ocean view.

• The Other Room • 1201 Abbot Kinney Blvd
312-396-6230
Plus/minus thirty bar. Fun ambition minus the Hollywood hustle.

• Townhouse • 52 Windward Ave
310-392-4040
No longer a dive, not yet a lounge.

• Venice Whaler • 10 Washington Blvd
310-821-8737
Take out-of-town friends for buckets of beer, sunsets.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Abbot’s Pizza • 1407 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-396-7334 • $
Bagel crust pizza.

• Baby Blues BBQ • 444 Lincoln Blvd
310-396-7675 • $$
Quit whining—LA does have decent BBQ.

• Baja Cantina • 311 West Washington Boulevard
310-821-2252 • $$
Mexican with seafood specialties and sizeable margaritas.

• C&O Trattoria • 31 Washington Blvd
310-823-9491 • $$
Cheap Italian.

• Café Buna • 552 Washington Blvd
310-823-2430 • $$
Breakfast of champions with excellent coffee.

• Casablanca • 220 Lincoln Blvd
310-392-5751 • $$$
Nice evening out, guaranteed.

• Gjelina • 1429 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-450-1429 • $$$$
California cuisine with a New York sensibility.

• Gjusta • 320 Sunset Ave
310-314-0320 • $$
Bakery and deli, sandwich strong.

• Hama Sushi • 213 Windward Ave
310-396-8783 • $$$$
Hip Japanese.

• Hinano • 15 Washington Blvd
310-822-3902 • $
Burgers, beer, benches, beach.

• La Cabana Restaurant • 738 Rose Ave
310-392-7973 • $$
Very festive atmosphere and diverse meeting place.

• Rose Café • 220 Rose Ave
310-399-0711 • $$
Trendy eclectic Californian and pleasant brunch in art gallery.

• Sunny Spot • 822 Washington Blvd
310-448-8884 • $$$
Roy Choi’s take on Caribbean; seafood, peppers, and jerk.

• The Tasting Kitchen • 1633 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-392-6644 • $$$$
For special occasions, hipster-style.


Venice is an artist colony striving to survive amid the juxtaposition of million-dollar homes and drug houses, walk streets and canals. For those with some disposable income, head to funky Abbot Kinney for great shops and restaurants. Joe’s French-California cuisine is one of the best fusion spots in LA, while wine and tunes go hand-in-hand at The Other Room’s exposed-brick wine bar. See also, The Tasting Kitchen and Gjelina. Venice Beach is okay for surfing, if you can dodge the swarm of dirty needles, but don’t confine your voyeurism to Venice Walk—Washington Boulevard has more memorable characters.



[image: image] Shopping

• A + R Store • 1121 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-392-9128
Treats for the home from around the globe.

• Ananda • 1356 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-399-4186
Unique, affordable, beach Buddha fashion.

• Burro • 1409 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-450-6288
Great for gifts. Better for yourself.

• Fiore Designs • 4220 Glencoe Ave
310-230-5007
A bridal store that thus far avoids the cheesy.

• Firefly • 1405 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-450-6288
Great for gifts. Better for yourself.

• Green House Smoke Shop • 1428 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-450-6420
Tools for those high on life.

• Heist • 1100 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-450-6531
Decadent beachwear, sexy imperial classics, and well-edited denim.

• Helen’s Cycles • 2472 Lincoln Blvd
310-306-7843
One of the best bike stores in the area.

• Mollusk Surf Shop • 1600 Pacific Ave
310-396-1969
Respected surfer depot. Fewer familiar logos, more enthusiasm.

• Venice Bike & Skates • 21 Washington Blvd
310-301-4011
Rent yourself some boardwalk transport.

• Waraku • 1225 Abbot Kinney Blvd
310-452-5300
Specializing in custom sneakers and other cool clothes.


Map 22 • Mar Vista [image: image]
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In Spanish, it means “view of the sea,” although “faint whiff of the sea” is more like it: you won’t see the surf, but you’ll dig the fresh breezes and cool temperatures. Lodged between blow-dried, pricey Marina Del Rey and Culver City, Mar Vista is still relatively undiscovered—it’s easy to get groceries, a bite, and a sip at a reasonable price, without wrangling too much traffic. The Westside, but on a budget.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Mar Vista Tract • Beethoven St & Moore St
Indulge your retro-modernist fetish.



[image: image] Restaurants

• Centinela Café • 4800 S Centinela Ave
310-391-2585 • $
Basic Mex/American, cheap.

• City Tavern • 9739 Culver Blvd
310-838-9739 • $$
Solid eats and crazy good cocktails. Drink the Flyover.

• The Corner Door • 12477 W Washington Blvd
310-313-5810 • $$
Because you need to dip a cookie in bourbon milk.

• Empanada’s Place • 3811 Sawtelle Blvd
310-391-0888 • $
The name says it all.

• Maxwell’s Café • 13329 W Washington Blvd
310-306-7829 • $
Hearty breakfasts and lunch.

• Outdoor Grill • 12630 Washington Pl
310-636-4747 • $
Quite literally. Big outdoor flesh grill!

• Paco’s Tacos • 4141 S Centinela Ave
310-391-9616 • $
Cheap Tex-Mex.

• Ronnie’s Diner • 12740 Culver Blvd
310-578-9399 • $
Mom-and-Pop in Marina Del Rey.

• Rustic Kitchen Market & Cafe • 3523 S Centinela Ave
310-390-1500 • $$

• Sakura Japanese Restaurant • 4345 S Centinela Ave
310-822-7790 • $$
Local sushi. Open for lunch.

• Santouka • 3760 S Centinela Ave
310-391-1101 • $
Best ramen in LA.

• Taqueria Sanchez • 4541 S Centinela Ave
310-822-8880 • $
Cheap n’ plenty Mexican.



[image: image] Shopping

• Los Angeles Wine Co. • 4935 McConnell Ave
310-306-9463
Stemware, gift bags, and wine accessories, too.

• Mitsuwa Marketplace • 3760 S Centinela Ave
310-398-2113
Everything Japanese. Fast food court.

• Time Travel Mart • 12515 Venice Blvd
310-915-0200
When you need provisions for the fourth dimension.


Map 23 • Rancho Park / Palms [image: image]
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Rancho Park is Beverly Hills without the Chihuahua dyed pink or the U-Haul of baggage. This suburbanesque neighborhood has all the best trappings of small-town America—lovely houses with nice lawns, a walkable downtown area, and plenty of outdoor space for summer evening activity. And it’s nestled between Westwood and Culver City, so if you need a little more action, it’s not hard to find.

[image: image] Landmarks

• 20th Century Fox Studios • 10201 W Pico Blvd
310-277-2121
Check out the Star Wars mural. It’s way cool.

• Museum of Tolerance • 9786 W Pico Blvd
310-553-8403
A humbling experience that is worth a visit.

• Rancho Park Golf Course • 10460 W Pico Blvd
310-838-7373
Good municipal golf course, but crowded.

• Westside Pavilion • 10800 W Pico Blvd
310-470-8752
We defy you to find your car at the end of any shopping expedition.



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Wellesbourne • 10929 W Pico Blvd
310-474-0102
Faux-scholarly turns dance party later on.



[image: image] Restaurants

• The Apple Pan • 10801 W Pico Blvd
310-475-3585 • $
Famous hamburger joint.

• Factor’s Famous Deli • 9420 W Pico Blvd
310-278-9175 • $$
New York diner/deli.

• Gyu-Kaku • 10925 W Pico Blvd
310-234-8641 • $$$
Japanese-style Korean BBQ.

• Hop Li • 10974 W Pico Blvd
310-441-3708 • $$
Cantonese cuisine.

• John O’Groat’s • 10516 W Pico Blvd
310-204-0692 • $$
Breakfast hang-out.

• La Serenata de Garibaldo • 10924 W Pico Blvd
310-441-9667 • $$$
Mexican with seafood specialties.

• Label’s Table Deli • 9226 W Pico Blvd
310-276-0388 • $$
Friendly and affordable kosher Jewish deli.

• Marty’s Hamburger Stand • 10558 W Pico Blvd
310-836-6944 • $
Old-school burger and hot dog shack.

• The Milky Way • 9108 W Pico Blvd
310-859-0004 • $$$
Kosher dairy restaurant owned by Steven Spielberg’s mom.

• n/naka • 3455 S Overland Ave
310-836-6252 • $$$$$
Splurge-worthy Japanese kaiseki haute cuisine.

• Norm’s Restaurant • 11001 W Pico Blvd
310-479-2978 • $
Classic diner food. Great sign.

• Overland Café • 3601 Overland Ave
310-559-9999 • $$
Truly a casual California eatery.

• Sushi Zo • 9824 National Blvd
310-842-3977 • $$$$
Omakase-only and worth a trek, unless you’re on a budget.

• Westside Tavern • 10850 W Pico Blvd
310-470-1539 • $$$$
Far more elegant than the name suggests.

• Zen Bakery • 10988 W Pico Blvd
310-475-6727 • $
Home of the muffin monk since 1975.


Map 24 • Culver City [image: image]
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Culver City was once regarded as the New Jersey of Los Angeles, but call it “the armpit” no more. Not only have people realized the charm behind this once-maligned corner of the city but they’re coming here to play, too. Today there are tons of great places to eat and hang out at along Washington and Culver Boulevards. And the addition of the Kirk Douglas Theatre, the restoration of the Culver Hotel, and the Helms Bakery Building, now full of elegant furniture for sale, have all added touches of class to the area.

[image: image] Landmarks

• The Center for Land Use Interpretation • 9331 Venice Blvd
310-839-5722
Sublime presentation of humanity’s impact on the face of America.

• Culver Hotel • 9400 Culver Blvd
310-558-9400
Home to many a munchkin during the shooting of The Wizard of Oz.

• Helms Bakery • 8758 Venice Blvd
310-204-1865
They used to make bread, now they sell furniture.

• Museum of Jurassic Technology • 9341 Venice Blvd
310-836-6131
The coolest. Check out Mary Davis’s horn.

• Sony Pictures Studios • 10202 Washington Blvd
310-244-6926
Before Sony and Spider-Man, it was MGM and the Munchkins.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Backstage • 10400 Culver Blvd
310-839-3892
Karaoke joint across from the Sony lot.

• Blind Barber • 10797 Washington Blvd
310-841-6679
Doesn’t deserve the name “speakeasy,” but it’ll do in a pinch.

• The Cinema Bar • 3967 Sepulveda Blvd
310-390-1328
World’s smallest honkytonk.

• Cozy Inn • 11155 Washington Pl
310-838-3826
Culver City dive-ish spot with good dancing.

• Dear John’s • 11208 Culver Blvd
310-881-9288
Old-school piano bar.

• Father’s Office • 3229 Helms Ave
310-736-2224
One of LA’s original great-beer spots.

• The Jazz Bakery • 9820 Washington Blvd
310-271-9039
Live theatre-style jazz and yes, dessert.

• Oldfields • 10899 Venice Blvd
310-842-8066
Speakeasy-vibe and mighty fine cocktails.

• Tara’s Himalayan Cuisine • 7109, 10855 Venice Blvd
(310) 836-9696 • $

[image: image] Restaurants

• Bamboo • 10835 Venice Blvd
310-287-0668 • $$$
Caribbean.

• Conservatory for Coffee, Tea & Cocoa • 
10117 Washington Blvd
310-558-0436 • $
They roast their own and serve it up graciously.

• The Coolhaus Shop • 8588 Washington Blvd
310-424-5559 • $
The ice cream sandwich goes upscale.

• George Petrelli’s Famous Steakhouse • 
5615 S Sepulveda Blvd
310-397-1438 • $$$
Meat and potato lovers’ paradise.

• Honey’s Kettle Fried Chicken • 9537 Culver Blvd
310-202-5453 • $$
Tasty fried chicken, mouth-watering biscuits.

• In-N-Out Burger • 9245 W Venice Blvd
800-786-1000 • $
Top California burger joint.

• India Sweets and Spices • 9409 Venice Blvd
310-837-5286 • $
Cheap, filling veggie Indian fare.

• Jasmine • 4135 Sepulveda Blvd
310-313-3767 • $
Like Indian, but not. And halal.

• Johnnie’s Pastrami • 4017 Sepulveda Blvd
310-397-6654 • $
The best dang dip in town. Great signage.

• La Dijonaise • 8703 Washington Blvd
310-287-2770 • $$
Typical Parisian entrees without the stuffiness or high prices. Divine desserts.

• Lukshon • 3239 Helms Ave
310-202-6808 • $$$$
Southeast Asian fine dining; eclectic menus, good cocktails.

• Natalee Thai • 10101 Venice Blvd
310-202-7003 • $$
Popular Pad Thai and curries.

• S&W Country Diner • 9748 Washington Blvd
310-204-5136 • $
Yee-haw! Breakfast’s on.

• Tito’s Tacos • 11222 Washington Pl
310-391-5780 • $
Cheap taco stand.

• Versailles • 10319 Venice Blvd
310-558-3168 • $
The LA institution’s garlicy Cuban grub will stay with you.


Culver City contains some of LA’s more popular home-grown fast food joints (Tito’s Tacos, Johnnie’s Pastrami) and The Jazz Bakery still spins tunes you might barely remember, but of late this mini-city is perhaps better known for its grown-up restaurants. Try anything in the Helms Bakery complex, from dressed-up burgers to Asian fusion, or visit La Dijonaise for French without the stuffiness or prices. Meanwhile, BottleRock is a date-friendly wine bar.



[image: image] Shopping

• Attire • 5879 Washington Blvd
310-287-2333
Discount women’s clothing from major brands.

• Comic Bug • 4267 Overland Ave
310-204-3240
Comic books.

• H.D. Buttercup • 3225 Helms Ave
310-558-8900
Interior-design mecca in Helms Bakery building.

• Surfas • 8777 Washington Blvd
310-559-4770
They’ll design your kitchen and stock it, too.


Map 25 • Marina del Rey / Westchester West [image: image]
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The mid-rise condos and taut-canvas feel of Marina del Rey’s smartly dense marina area are perfect for Three’s Company-style aging swingers who never quite got over the ‘80s. This is the largest man-made harbor in the world, and is full of every type of water vessel imaginable, from paddleboats to 200-foot yachts. Here the real estate ranges from charming to hideous, but always expensive.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Ballona Wetlands • Lincoln Blvd & W Jefferson Blvd
Restored wetlands. View flora and fauna from walkway.

• Fisherman’s Village • 13755 Fiji Way
310-823-5411
Quaint shopping and dining are geared to resemble a New England fishing town.

• Marina City Club • 4333 Admiralty Way
310-822-0611
Massive condo complex that has even turned up on shows like Melrose Place.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Brennan’s • 4089 Lincoln Blvd
310-821-6622
Irish pub with turtle racing.

• Mo’s Place • 203 Culver Blvd
310-822-6422
Refer to Simpsons bartender. Add in dancing bartenders, violent patrons.

• Prince O’ Whales • 335 Culver Blvd
310-823-9826
Low-key; divey not trendy.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Alejo’s • 8343 Lincoln Blvd
310-670-6677 • $$
Classic cheap Italian.

• Café Del Rey • 4451 Admiralty Way
310-823-6395 • $$$$
Eclectic seafood.

• Caffe Pinguini • 6935 Pacific Ave
310-306-0117 • $$$
Italian on the beach.

• Hacienda Del Rey • 8347 Lincoln Blvd
310-670-8588 • $$
No-frills cheap Mexican, in a good way.

• Kanpai Japanese Sushi Bar and Grill • 8325 Lincoln Blvd
310-338-7223 • $$$
Great sushi in a trendy, modern atmosphere.

• Mendocino Farms • 4724 Admiralty Way
310-822-2300 • $$
Potentially the best sandwiches in town.

• Salt Restaurant and Bar • Located in The Marina Del Rey Hotel
(424) 289-8223 • $$

• The Shack • 185 Culver Blvd
310-823-6222 • $$
Cheap burgers and more.

• Tandoor-A-India • 8406 Pershing Dr
310-822-1435 • $$
Cozy dining. Order the mango lassi.

• Tony P’s Dockside Grill • 4445 Admiralty Way
310-823-4534 • $$
Kick-back tavern with a nice breeze.

• The Warehouse • 4499 Admiralty Way
310-823-5451 • $$$
Romantic enough to ask someone to marry you.
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• Celebrity Extensions • 13763 Fiji Way
310-338-9300
Designer duds mixed with indie clothing.


Map 26 • Westchester / Fox Hills / Ladera Heights / LAX
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If you’re coming through Fox Hills or Ladera Heights, you probably either live in the neighborhood or you’re making your way out to LAX. For those of you with golf clubs and a day off, or a long flight delay, come out to the putting green at the Westchester Golf Course. Or if you need new sneakers, the selection at Westfield Fox Hills Mall is more than enough to keep you busy for a while.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Pann’s Restaurant • 6710 La Tijera Blvd
323-776-3770
Mid-century modern diner designed by Armet & Davis.



[image: image] Restaurants

• In-N-Out Burger • 9149 S Sepulveda Blvd
800-786-1000 • $
Top California burger joint.

• Paco’s Tacos • 6212 W Manchester Ave
310-645-8692 • $
Inexpensive Tex-Mex.

• Panera Bread • 8647 S Sepulveda Blvd
310-641-9200 • $
Excellent soup, coffee, sandwiches, and pastries.

[image: image] Shopping

• Westfield Culver City • 6000 Sepulveda Blvd
310-390-5073
Middle-of-the-road fashion needs off the I-405.


Map 27 • El Segundo / Manhattan Beach [image: image]
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The mutation continues while Marvel Studios is making movies down the street. This area now includes its own mini-Hollywood; CSI: Miami and other shows film at Raleigh Studios. Planes from LAX rip the sky, and the 405’s congestion encroaches, heightening the odd juxtaposition of Main Street coziness and increasingly obvious pollution. Generally, LA natives seem to prefer Manhattan to any other beach, smog and chemtrails notwithstanding—it’s an international volleyball and wave-catching mecca, and the place where the Beach Boys first saw people surfing.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Chevron Oil Refinery • Rosecrans Ave & Sepulveda Blvd
It ain’t pretty, but it’s definitely noticeable.

• Manhattan Beach Pier • West of Manhattan Beach Blvd
Don’t miss the Roundhouse Marine Studies Lab and Aquarium at the end of the pier!

[image: image] Nightlife

• Baja Sharkeez • 3600 Highland Ave
310-545-8811
Post-college hangout with good grub.

• Ercoles • 1101 Manhattan Ave
310-372-1997
Ultimate late-night meet-up spot; laid back meat market.

• Hennessey’s Tavern • 313 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-546-4813
Typical Irish pub; nuff said.

• OB’s Pub and Grill • 3610 N Highland Ave
310-546-1542
Taco Tuesdays, beer, and TVs galore. Plus peanuts, to chuck at your buddies.

• Pancho’s • 3615 Highland Ave
310-545-6670
Great house band on weekends and killer margs.

• Purple Orchid • 221 Richmond St
310-322-5829
Come for the Tikis, stay for the stiff drinks.

• Rock and Brews • 143 Main St
310-627-2137
Gene Simmons-owned bar featuring huge patio.

• Shellback Tavern • 116 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-376-7857
Roll off the beach to this South Bay staple with good stiff drinks.

• Side Door • 900 Manhattan Ave
310-372-1084
South Bay’s attempt at a Hollywood lounge.

• Summer’s Sports Bar • 3770 N Highland Ave
310-545-9333
Lots of TVs, two pool tables, not much else.

• The Tavern on Main • 123 Main St
310-322-3645
Big beer steins and above average bar food. Definitely a local spot.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Blue Butterfly Coffee Co. • 351 Main St
310-640-7687 • $
Coffee house cafe.

• Brew Co. • 124 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-798-2744 • $$
Burgers and home brewed beer.

• El Tarasco • 316 Rosecrans Ave
310-545-4241 • $
Open late; good Mexican food a block from the beach.

• Fishing With Dynamite • 1148 Manhattan Ave
310-893-6299 • $$$$
Cozy, seasonal, eclectic seafood; raw bar and rotating menu.

• Fusion Sushi • 1150 N Morningside Dr
310-802-1160 • $$
Innovative without sacrificing taste.

• The Habit Burger Grill • 311 N Sepulveda Blvd
310-524-9016 • $
Simple menu, quality food. Crowded especially at lunch.

• Houston’s • 1550 Rosecrans Ave
310-643-7211 • $$$
Casual, upscale American favorites.

• Il Fornaio • 1800 Rosecrans Ave
310-725-9555 • $$$
Tuscan chain.

• Katsu! • 302 Rosecrans Ave
310-546-3761 • $$
Happy Hour = 99 cent beer + $2.50 hand rolls. Awesome.

• The Kettle • 1138 Highland Ave
310-545-8511 • $$
24 hours, a block from the Manhattan Pier, good brunch.

• Le Pain Quotidien • 451 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-546-6411 • $$
Tasty and healthy salads, sandwiches, and desserts.

• The Local Yolk • 3414 Highland Ave
310-546-4407 • $
Get breakfast here after you drop Aunt Mira off at the airport.

• Mangiamo • 128 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-318-3434 • $$$$
Light Northern Italian with romantic wine grotto.

• MB Post • 1142 Manhattan Ave
310-545-5405 • $$$
Inimitable burgers, swaggering sauce, and laid-back Manhattan Beach attitude.

• North End Caffé • 3421 Highland Ave
310-546-4782 • $
Sandwiches, salads, and fries with four dipping sauces.

• OB’s Pub and Grill • 3610 N Highland Ave
310-546-1542 • $$
Taco Tuesdays, beer, and TVs galore. Plus peanuts, to chuck at your buddies.

• The Original Rinaldi’s • 323 Main St
310-647-2860 • $
Comes highly recommended…and rightfully so.

• Petros • 451 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-545-4100 • $$$$$
Styling’ Greek food in hip setting. Don’t miss the limoncello shots.

• Rock’n Fish • 120 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-379-9900 • $$
Always packed. Lunch and dinner from the sea.

• Second City Bistro • 223 Richmond St
310-322-6085 • $$$
Food is creative American. Don’t miss the free wine tastings on Mondays.

• Simmzy’s • 229 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-546-1201 • $$
Open air and great food for the beer connoisseur.

• Sloopy’s • 3416 Highland Ave
310-545-1373 • $
Go for the burgers and patio seating.

• The Spot • 110 2nd St
310-376-2355 • $$
Vegetarian specialties.

• SusieCakes • 3500 N Sepulveda Blvd
310-303-3780 • $$$
Cakes, cupcakes, and cookies made from scratch…(try the German Chocolate!)

• Uncle Bill’s Pancake House • 1305 Highland Ave
310-545-5177 • $$
Breakfast by the beach.

• Veggie Grill • 720 S Allied Way
310-535-0025 • $
Where the vegetarians go to eat "meat". Surprisingly delish and meat-like.

• Versailles • 1000 N Sepulveda Blvd
310-937-6829 • $$
The LA institution’s garlicy Cuban grub will stay with you.


This mostly residential community boasts a more laid-back, mature nightlife scene than its scrappier neighbor Hermosa Beach. There’s an abundance of eccentric shops and cafes. Café Pierre, a French bistro, has been a local fixture since ’77. The area near the main pier of Manhattan County Beach draws the biggest crowds, and stays lively at night after the beachcombers, volleyball players, and metal detector dudes clear out. Savvy locals love the nearby El Porto Beach for its quiet(er) shores and massive waves.



[image: image] Shopping

• Bacchus Wine Made Simple • 1000 Manhattan Ave
310-372-2021
The best neighborhood wine store with a huge variety of gourmet food.

• Diane’s Beach Fever • 1125 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-546-9868
Huge selection of bikinis and beachwear.

• Diane’s Beachwear • 125 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-546-5869
Huge selection of bikinis and beachwear.

• Fry’s Electronics • 3600 N Sepulveda Blvd
310-364-3797
Polynesian-themed electronic superstore.

• Growing Wild • 1201 Highland Ave
310-545-4432
Great floral creations.

• Katwalk • 312 Manhattan Beach Blvd
310-798-7399
Brilliant designer knockoffs at low prices

• Skechers • 1121 Manhattan Ave
310-318-3116
Funky sneakers and sandals at corporate headquarters’ shop.

• Tabula Rasa Essentials • 919 Manhattan Ave
310-318-3385
Greatest bath and body store ever. Ideal for girly-girl presents.
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Covering six square miles and ensconced by the 105, 110, and 405 freeways, Hawthorne, named after author Nathaniel, calls itself "the hub of the South Bay." Hawthorne is headquarters for Northrop Grumman and borders LAX, so the aviation and aerospace industries are kind of a big deal here—it’s also known as "the cradle of aviation." Hawthorne’s own municipal airport is aptly known as Jack Northrop Field.

[image: image] Landmarks

• The Beach Boys Monument • 3701 W 119th St
A brick monument where the Wilson house used to stand.

[image: image] Restaurants

• B & R’s Old Fashion Burgers • 3512 W Rosecrans Ave
310-679-4774 • $
Huge, delicious, world-famous burgers!

• Daphne’s Greek Café • 2700 Marine Ave
310-676-9165 • $
Excellent Baklava!

• El Pollo Inka • 15400 Hawthorne Blvd
310-676-6665 • $$
Chicken fit for Virococha.

• In-N-Out Burger • 3801 Inglewood Ave
800-786-1000 • $
Top California burger joint.

• Piggie’s • 4601 W Rosecrans Ave
310-679-6326 • $
Older style Greek coffee shop.


Map 29 • Hermosa Beach / Redondo Beach North [image: image]
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Part quaint beach town, part post-college town, Hermosa Beach incubated Black Flag, the Descendents, and The Beach Boys. An unusual combination of homey and hoppin’, you’ll know you’re there when you begin to notice the street signs, which are brown with an almost antique typeface. Hermosa is anything but outdated, however. Whether you want to stroll through an art gallery with a latte, blade on the Strand, or catch the sunset with a margarita during happy hour, you’ll find somewhere to do it near the cross streets of Pier and Hermosa Avenues. Make sure to stop by the statue of Tim Kelly surfing that’s right on the pier.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Hermosa Beach • 
Laid back, surf-centric; Spanish for "beautiful."

• Hermosa Beach Fishing Pier • Pier Ave
Just bring your pole. There are bait and tackle shops right on the pier.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Comedy & Magic Club • 1018 Hermosa Ave
310-372-1193
Off-Hollywood club with an all-star lineup.

• Hennessey’s Tavern • 8 Pier Ave
310-372-5759
Californian favorites.

• Hermosa Beach Yacht Club • 66 Hermosa Ave
310-376-6767
No ships are pulling in this port. Local dive with schooners of beer.

• The Lighthouse Café • 30 Pier Ave
310-376-9833
Jazz by the beach.

• Patrick Molloys • 50 Pier Ave
310-798-9762
Good brews on tap inside and a shorter line outside.

• Poop Deck • 1272 The Strand
310-376-3223
Guy paradise with lots of games. Pool, cheap beer, and back patio.

• Saint Rocke • 142 Pacific Coast Hwy
310-372-0035
Variety of live music. Becomes a piano bar on Tuesday nights.

• Underground Pub & Grill • 1334 Hermosa Ave
310-318-3818
English themed sports pub with darts and pool. Attracts the ex-pats.

[image: image] Restaurants

• The Bottle Inn • 26 22nd St
310-376-9595 • $$$
Campy old school Italian restaurant with phenemonal wine list.

• Créme de la Crepe • 424 Pier Ave
310-937-2822 • $$
Savory or sweet. How do you say "yum" in French?

• El Burrito Jr • 919 Pacific Coast Hwy
310-316-5058 • $
Always a line outside this amazingly authentic Mexican food stand.

• El Gringo • 2620 Hermosa Ave
310-376-1381 • $
Cheap Mexican. Enjoy 2 for 1 tacos on Tuesday and sit on the open air roof.

• Fritto Misto • 316 Pier Ave
310-318-6098 • $$
Create your own pasta combo or choose a house special.

• Good Stuff Restaurant • 1286 The Strand
310-374-2334 • $$
Fabulous people watching on the Strand. Oh, and they have good healthy food, too.

• Havana Mania • 3615 Inglewood Ave
310-725-9075 • $$
Cuban cuisine at its finest!

• Hennessey’s Tavern • 8 Pier Ave
310-372-5759 • $$
Californian favorites.

• Martha’s 22nd Street Grill • 25 22nd St
310-376-7786 • $$
American fusion.

• Paisanos • 1132 Hermosa Ave
310-376-9883 • $
Pizza straight from New York.

• Pedone’s Pizza • 1332 Hermosa Ave
310-376-0949 • $
One of the few places at the beach where you can get NY-style pizza.

• Phuket Thai • 901 N Pacific Coast Hwy
310-374-9598 • $$
Try to say the name out loud without giggling! Tasty Thai in pretty setting.


If you’re under 25 or over 30 and experiencing a midlife crisis, Pier Avenue is the place to go for a night out. Go early or spend the evening standing in queue on the pier. The dress code includes bleached hair, flip-flops, and cheap shades. Patrick Molloy’s represents all that’s typical of the Hermosa scene (practice saying "dude," "like," and "that’s so random" like you mean it).



[image: image] Shopping

• Aardvarks • 2621 Artesia Blvd
310-370-6500
Vintage clothes and great costumes all year round.

• Stars Antique Market • 526 Pier Ave
310-318-2800
Grandma’s barn in a beach town.


Map 30 • Torrance North [image: image]
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Torrance is still conspicuously suburban, with its tract homes and big-box retail outlets, but it, too, is feeling the residential push from the west. If you’re looking for a mall-style chain retailer, you’ll likely find it in the South Bay Galleria. El Camino isn’t just a bitchin’ ride, it’s also a local community college that’s worth a gander for recent North High grads or those wishing to rejoin the educational world.

[image: image] Shopping

• Pleasure Island • 18426 Hawthorne Blvd
310-793-9477
All the sexy stuff you’ll ever need.

• South Bay Galleria • 1815 Hawthorne Blvd
310-371-7546
Galleria means mall in California speak.

• South Bay Skates • 3596 Redondo Beach Blvd
310-327-9986


Map 31 • Redondo Beach [image: image]
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Sun, surf, and a beautiful beach are the hallmarks of Redondo Beach. The largest beach city is also the most suburban. Not that there aren’t hotspots, but Redondo lacks a concentrated nightlife scene. That also means that the beaches are less crowded and parking is more plentiful.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Hudson House • 514 N Pacific Coast Hwy
310-798-9183
Specialty throwback cocktails and a great beer selection.

• Naja’s Place • 154 International Boardwalk
310-376-9951
Humongous selection of beer on tap; don’t miss weekend house hair band.

• Old Tony’s • 210 Fishermans Wharf
310-374-1442
Old School Vegas meets the beach with campy live music.

• The Portofino Hotel & Marina • 260 Portofino Way
310-379-8481
Jazz nights. On the water, great view, solid wine list.



[image: image] Restaurants

• Bluewater Grill • 665 N Harbor Dr
310-318-3474 • $$$
Fresh fish and seafood specialties.

• The Bull Pen • 314 Avenue I
310-375-7797 • $$
Good old-school steak joint.

• Captain Kidd’s • 209 N Harbor Dr
310-372-7703 • $$
Seafood dinners run from $7.99 to $22.00 for a whole lobster!

• Charlie’s • 601 N Pacific Coast Hwy
310-374-8581 • $$
Neighborhood gem with real east coast Italian food at low prices.

• Eat At Joe’s • 400 N Pacific Coast Hwy
310-376-9570 • $$
Classic diner fare, bring your appetite. Beer and wine available.

• The Green Temple • 1700 S Catalina Ave
310-944-4525 • $
Eat away the toxins at this organic, holistic garden spot.

• Hennessey’s Tavern • 1712 S Catalina Ave
310-540-8443 • $
Bar food at its finest, a great place to watch the game and drink hearty.

• HT Grill • 1701 S Catalina Ave
310-791-4849 • $$
Innovative, eclectic bistro food at reasonable prices.

• Japonica • 1304 S Pacific Coast Hwy
310-316-9477 • $$$
Fresh designer sushi and private booths.

• Kincaid’s • 500 Fishermans Wharf
310-318-6080 • $$$
A room with an ocean view…and great seafood.

• Lucille’s Smokehouse BBQ • 21540 Hawthorne Blvd
310-370-7427 • $$
Southern cooking in Southern CA. Big portions, big menu.

• The Original Pancake House • 1756 S Pacific Coast Hwy
310-543-9875 • $
Line up with the weekend breakfast crowd.

• Pedone Pizza • 1819 S Catalina Ave
310-373-6397 • $
Just follow the heavenly smell to NY-style pizza.

• Redondo Beach Brewing Co. • 1814 S Catalina Ave
310-316-8477 • $$
Basic brews and burgers.

• Riviera Mexican Grill • 1615 S Pacific Coast Hwy
310-540-2501 • $$
Casual; yummy quesadillas.

• Splash Bistro • 300 N Harbor Dr
310-798-5348 • $$$
Mediterrean bistro.

• W’s China Bistro • 1410 S Pacific Coast Hwy
310-792-1600 • $$
Non-greasy, non-tacky Chinese. Really.

• Yogurtland • 21213 Hawthorne Blvd
310-543-0391 • $
Self-serve yogurt that’s affordable and low in calories.



[image: image] Shopping

• Cost Plus World Market • 22929 Hawthorne Blvd
310-378-8331
An “everything” superstore.

• Dive ‘N Surf • 504 N Broadway
310-372-8423
Surf shop catering to girlz.

• Lindberg Nutrition • 3804 Sepulveda Blvd
310-378-9490
A mecca for bodybuilders and others wishing to
“keep in the pink.”
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Del Amo Fashion Center is one of the nation’s biggest malls, and it’s a serious presence. Down the street, the Madrona March Nature Preserve, one of the few remaining urban wetlands, is well maintained by the local nature society. Across the marsh is King’s Hawaiian which has the best French toast in town. And the family-owned Torrance Bakery makes mean sandwiches and gorgeous wedding cakes, as well as a panorama of pastries.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Buffy’s House • 1313 Cota Dr
Is that? Yes, that’s actually Buffy the Vampire Slayer’s house.



[image: image] Nightlife

• 1321 Downtown Taproom Bistro • 1321 Sartori Ave 310-618-1321
Hip, cute decor and a wide selection of craft beers.

• The Crest • 1625 Cabrillo Ave
310-320-9347
Pool tables and a million TVs to watch any game.

• Keegan’s Pub • 1434 Marcelina Ave
310-328-3750
Recently renovated with a great patio.



[image: image] Restaurants

• Angara Indian Restaurant • 2170 Torrance Blvd
310-320-9090 • $$
Lots of curry variety.

• Brio Coastal Bar and Kitchen • 21532 Hawthorne Blvd
310-214-1628 • $$

• By Brazil • 1615 Cabrillo Ave
310-787-7520 • $$
Great grilled meats, and they always have the soccer game.

• Depot • 1250 Cabrillo Ave
310-787-7501 • $$$$
Broad range of chef Michael Shafer’s culinary creations.

• Eat at Rudy’s • 1340 Post Ave
310-533-0752 • $
Cute half-diner, half-cafe indoor/outdoor breakfast spot.

• Get Shaved • 1790 Carson St
310-293-2523 • $
Crowds love nothing better than shaved ice on a hot day.

• In-N-Out Burger • 24445 Crenshaw Blvd
800-786-1000 • $
Top California burger joint.

• King’s Hawaiian • 2808 W Sepulveda Blvd
310-530-0050 • $$
Famous for sweet rolls which they use for French toast.

• Lazy Dog Cafe • 3525 W Carson St
310-921-6080 • $$
Everything from fish ‘n’ chips to wok dishes & hand crafted drafts to boot.

• Red Car Brewery and Restaurant • 1266 Sartori Ave
310-782-0222 • $$
A beer-soaked seed of hope in Old Torrance.

• Santouka • 21515 S Western Ave
310-212-1101 • $
Hands down LA’s best ramen at this mall food court.

• Snax • 4535 Sepulveda Blvd
310-316-6631 • $$
Burgers and Mexican? Yes please.

• Yogurtland • 24631 Crenshaw Blvd
310-534-9572 • $
Self-serve yogurt, cheap dessert with fewer calories.



[image: image] Shopping

• Mitsuwa Marketplace • 21515 S Western Ave
310-782-0335
Japanese snacks and knick-knacks.

• Road Runner Sports • 25359 Crenshaw Blvd
310-326-8530
Not cheap but worth the money. These guys know their stuff.

• South Bay Brewing Supply Co. • 1311 Post Ave
310-328-2133
Everything you need to make your own beer. Even classes!

• Torrance Bakery • 1341 El Prado Ave
310-320-2722
Family-owned bakery plus wedding cakes.


Map 33 • Eagle Rock / Highland Park [image: image]
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With its mix of recent nesters, creative-class types, and long-time residents, Eagle Rock is holding onto its quirky blue-collar spirit even as it gets a facelift. The gentrification of this northeast LA neighborhood stalled during the Great Recession, but there are signs it is picking up again, especially in nearby Highland Park. You can watch the change unfold on York Boulevard, where galleries and high-end coffee shops are popping up between the dive bars and taco trucks.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Center for the Arts Eagle Rock • 2225 Colorado Blvd
323-226-1617
Classes, performances, and exhibitions for the local community.

• The Judson Studios • 200 S Ave 66
323-255-0131
Stained glass like you’ve never seen before.

[image: image] Nightlife

• All Star Lanes • 4459 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-254-2579
Bowling? Ha! Locals flock for cheap drinks and wild karaoke.

• The Eagle Rock Lounge • 1954 Colorado Blvd
323-257-2245
Impressive beer selection accompanies food from the bistro next door.

• Johnny’s Bar • 5006 York Blvd
323-982-0775
Mellow atmosphere, acclaimed juke.

• La Cuevita • 5922 N Figueroa St
323-255-6871
Quality tequila and mezcal that won’t break the bank.

• The York • 5018 York Blvd
323-255-9675
Upscale pub food and craft beer.

[image: image] Restaurants

• The Bucket • 4541 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-257-5654 • $
Servin’ old-school burgers since 1935.

• CaCao Mexicatessen • 1576 Colorado Blvd
323-478-2791 • $$
Mexican, sure, but a little different than what we’re used to.

• Café Beaujolais • 1712 Colorado Blvd
323-255-5111 • $$
Delicious French romanticism, but for dinner only.

• Casa Bianca • 1650 Colorado Blvd
323-256-9617 • $$
Legendary pizza with atmosphere to spare.

• Classic Thai Restaurant • 1708 Colorado Blvd
323-478-0530 • $
Bustling Thai with a home-y feel.

• Colombo’s • 1833 Colorado Blvd
323-254-9138 • $$
Incredible Continental cuisine at reasonable prices.

• Eagle Rock Italian Bakery & Deli • 1726 Colorado Blvd
323-255-8224 • $
Famous rum cake and amazing deli sandwiches.

• Fusion Burgers • 5933 York Blvd
323-257-8705 • $$
Upscale burger joint brings the trend to the east side.

• The Highland Cafe • 5010 York Blvd
323-259-1000 • $
Refurbished café offers breakfast, lunch and quality coffee.

• Huarache Azteca • 5225 York Blvd
323-478-9572 • $
The best tacos, huaraches, tortas, and sopes in town.

• La Fuente • 2256 Colorado Blvd
323-258-4303 • $$
Gigantic margaritas wash down satisfyingly greasy Mexican food.

• Metro Balderas • 5305 N Figueroa St
323-478-8383 • $
Visit on the weekend to sample eight kinds of carnitas.

• Mia Sushi • 4741 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-256-2562 • $$$
Cool sushi comes to the east side.

• The Oinkster • 2005 Colorado Blvd
323-255-6465 • $
Pastrami and Belgian frites.

• Original Tommy’s • 1717 Colorado Blvd
323-982-1746 • $
The chain’s legendary chili burgers offer gassy goodness.

• Pete’s Blue Chip • 1701 Colorado Blvd
323-478-9022 • $
Greasy burgers and everything else.

• Señor Fish • 4803 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-257-7167 • $
Amazing fish tacos and other hot stuff.

• Sicha Siam • 4403 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-344-8285 • $$
Thai.

• Spitz • 2506 Colorado Blvd
323-257-5600 • $
Do the “doner”: a gyro in a toasted panini.

• Tacos El Pique • 5300 York Blvd
$
Good selection of Mexican sodas to wash down your tacos.

• The York • 5018 York Blvd
323-255-9675 • $$
Upscale pub food and craft beer.


Eagle Rock has long been a foodie’s paradise, offering up impeccable pizzas from Casa Bianca, upscale vegetarian fare at Fatty’s, and fast food done right at The Oinkster. Highland Park is quickly catching up with its more established sibling, with gastropub staple The York anchoring a restaurant renaissance. Enjoy fine French cuisine at Ba or head east for Maximiliano’s clever take on Italian—but don’t forget about neighborhood classics like Huarache Azteca and its satisfying Mexican antojitos.



[image: image] Shopping

• Cactus Gallery & Gifts • 3001 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-801-8669
South American art with a gallery space.

• Colorado Wine Company • 2305 Colorado Blvd
323-478-1985
Helpful owners and numerous tastings keep you Sideways.

• Galco’s Soda Pop Stop • 5702 York Blvd
323-255-7115
Who knew there were so many different brands of root beer?

• Mi Vida • 5159 York Blvd
323-257-0103
Mexican crafts with an urban twist.

• Michaels • 1155 Colorado Blvd
626-431-2850
Pipe cleaners, felt, and puff paints galore!

• Owl Talk • 5060 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-258-2465
Secondhand and new clothes.

• Read Books • 4972 Eagle Rock Blvd
323-259-9068
Pronounced “red” (used) or “reed” (read a book, dummy)—your choice.

• Seafood City • 2700 Colorado Blvd
323-543-2660
This underpriced Filipino grocer could be your lifestyle.

• Stained Glass Supplies • 2104 Colorado Blvd
323-254-4361
Classes, supplies and other shiny things.

• Urchin • 5006 York Blvd
323-259-9059
Affordable vintage fashions for men and women.


Map 34 • Pasadena [image: image]
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With the aggressive development of Old Town and the Paseo, it may seem like Pasadena is nothing more than an outdoor mall. But its history as LA’s artsy half-sibling shines through if you look beyond Colorado Boulevard. Check out the Norton Simon Museum’s small but eclectic art collection, enjoy an outdoor concert at the restored Levitt Pavilion, or hike the Arroyo Seco to see a different side of LA’s neighbor to the northeast.

[image: image] Landmarks

• The Ambassador Auditorium • 131 S St John Ave
626-354-6407
Operated by the Worldwide Church of God.

• Castle Green • 99 S Raymond Ave
626-385-7774
This Moorish Colonial marvel may be a has-been, but it’s a beautiful one.

• Colorado Street Bridge • Colorado Blvd & Orange Grove Blvd
626-795-9311
This stunning Beaux-Arts bridge is a romantic ode to Pasadena’s majestic past.

• Fenyes Mansion • 470 W Walnut St
626-577-1660
Beaux-Arts oppulence at its best, the mansion’s museum and gardens are open to the public for tours.

• The Gamble House • 4 Westmoreland Pl
626-793-3334
Pasadena’s Craftsman style at its best.

• Kidspace Children’s Museum • 480 N Arroyo Blvd
626-449-9144
Way cool kid-geared activities and exhibits.

• Levitt Pavilion • 166 N Raymond Ave
626-683-3230
This historic band shell hosts outdoor concerts all summer long.

• Old Pasadena • W Colorado Blvd & S Fair Oaks Ave
626-356-9725
A fine example of urban regentrification at work.

• Pasadena City Hall • 100 N Garfield Ave
626-744-4000
A lovely building with even lovelier gardens.

• The Pasadena Civic • 300 E Green St
626-449-7360
Home to both the Pasadena Symphony and the People’s Choice Awards.

• The Pasadena Playhouse • 39 S El Molino Ave
626-356-7529
Back in the day, the Playhouse’s now-defunct acting school turned out many a movie star.

• Rose Bowl Stadium • 991 Rosemont Ave
626-577-3100
UCLA football, Galaxy soccer games, and the infamous monthy swap meet.

• Wrigley Mansion • 391 S Orange Grove Blvd
626-449-7673
This Italian Renaissance mansion built by chewing gum magnate now serves as HQ for the Tournament of Roses.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The 35er • 12 E Colorado Blvd
626-356-9315
Neighborhood bar.

• Bodega Wine Bar • 300 E Colorado Blvd
626-793-4300
Ideal for chilled wines on warm nights.

• The Ice House • 24 N Mentor Ave
626-577-1894
Stand-up comedy, improv, booze.

• Lucky Baldwins Pub • 17 S Raymond Ave
626-795-0652
Expat Brits, imported ales, high tea.

• Yard House • 330 E Colorado Blvd
626-577-9273
More than 200 beers on tap.

[image: image] Restaurants

• All India Cafe • 39 S Fair Oaks Ave
626-440-0309 • $$
Delicious dosas, curries, and regional specialties from all over India

• Arroyo Chop House • 536 S Arroyo Pkwy
626-577-7463 • $$$$
Take your father here for steaks.

• Bar Celona • 38 E Colorado Blvd
626-405-1000 • $$
Tapas by the plate and hipsters by the glass.

• Bistro 45 • 45 S Mentor Ave
626-795-2478 • $$$$
High-end gourmet food and wine.

• Café Santorini • 64 W Union St
626-564-4200 • $$$
Mediterranean magic on the rooftop terrace.

• Celestino • 141 S Lake Ave
626-795-4006 • $$$$
Italian.

• Chong Qing Yao Mei • 55 W Green St
626-639-3391 • $$

• Euro Pane Bakery • 950 E Colorado Blvd
626-577-1828 • $
Sophisticated pastries for subtle palates.

• Fair Oaks Pharmacy and Soda Fountain • 1526 Mission St
626-799-1414 • $
Enjoy an old fashioned sundae while picking up your prescription

• Father Nature’s Lavash Wraps • 17 N De Lacey Ave
626-568-9811 • $
Father sure knows his lavashes (thin leavened flatbread).

• Green Street Restaurant • 146 Shoppers Ln
626-577-7170 • $$
A Pasadena staple.

• Hey That’s Amore • 27 E Holly St
626-844-8716 • $
Italian subs with names like the Heavy Hitter, Taxi Driver, and Soprano.

• Houston’s • 320 S Arroyo Pkwy
626-577-6001 • $$$
Chain with a little something for everyone.

• Intelligentsia Coffee • 55 E Colorado Blvd
626-578-1270 • $$
Acclaimed coffee snobs tackle beer, wine, and café classics.

• Julienne • 2651 Mission St
626-441-2299 • $$$
Charming sidewalk bistro that is trés délicieux.

• Magnolia House • 492 S Lake Ave
626-584-1126 • $$
Chic and sexy with a tantalizingly creative menu.

• Marston’s • 151 E Walnut St
626-796-2459 • $$
Awesome breakfasts and traditional American dinners.

• Mi Piace • 25 E Colorado Blvd
626-795-3131 • $$$
Italian chain with outdoor tables.

• Parkway Grill • 510 S Arroyo Pkwy
626-795-1001 • $$$$
Pasadena’s perennial upscale favorite; live music in the bar.

• Pie ‘N Burger • 913 E California Blvd
626-795-1123 • $
Juicy burgers, homey pies.

• The Raymond • 1250 S Fair Oaks Ave
626-441-3136 • $$$$
Romantic, special occasion dining.

• Roscoe’s House of Chicken and Waffles • 830 N Lake Ave
323-466-7453 • $$
Cheap Southern chain.

• Shiro • 1505 Mission St
626-799-4774 • $$$$
Low-key interior, sublime fusion cuisine.


All that development is good for something—the shopping in Pasadena can’t be beat. While Old Town is chock-a-block with chain stores, don’t overlook enduring mom-and-pop spots like Canterbury Records and Vroman’s Bookstore. Those looking to score unique clothing, furniture, and antiques on a budget should prepare to approach bargain shopping nirvana every second Sunday of the month at the famous Rose Bowl Flea Market.



• Sorriso • 46 E Colorado Blvd
626-405-1000 • $$
Surprise! There’s a good, non-chain restaurant on Old Town Pasadena’s main drag.

• Tonny’s • 843 E Orange Grove Blvd
626-797-0866 • $$
24-hour Mexican grub.

• Yahaira’s Café • 698 E Colorado Blvd
626-844-3254 • $$
Mexicali fusion food.



[image: image] Shopping

• Blick Art Materials • 44 S Raymond Ave
626-795-4985
Art supplies for everyone from the career artist to the scrapbook hobbyist.

• Canterbury Records • 805 E Colorado Blvd
626-792-7184
New and used, plus DVD and video. Great jazz, blues, and classical.

• Jacob Maarse Florists • 655 E Green St
626-449-0246
Fabulous floral arrangements.

• Julienne Fine Foods • 2649 Mission St
626-441-2299
Carry home some gourmet goodies or order Le Pique-Nique for your next Hollywood Bowl foray.

• Lather • 17 E Colorado Blvd
626-396-9636
Modern apothecary products that smell good and feel good.

• Lush • 24 E Colorado Blvd
626-792-0901
Super-fresh beauty and bath products.

• Messarian Oriental Rugs • 493 E Colorado Blvd
626-792-9858
Beautiful rugs from the Near and Middle East.

• Mignon Chocolate Boutique • 6 E Holly St
626-796-7100
Build your box of favorites!

• Nicole’s Gourmet Imports • 921 Meridian Ave
626-403-5751
French cheese rocks. And stinks.

• Pasadena Antique Center & Annex • 444 S Fair Oaks Ave
626-449-7706
Dozens of dealers under one roof.

• Rose Bowl Flea Market • 1001 Rose Bowl Dr
323-560-7469
Food, drink, gadgets and antiques; yours for the haggling.

• Rose Tree Cottage • 801 S Pasadena Ave
626-793-3337
English tea room and gift shop.

• Run with Us • 235 N Lake Ave
626-568-3331
For those who still have knees enough to run.

• Target • 777 E Colorado Blvd
626-584-1606
Perfect-sized, not too big, two story, very manageable.

• Three Dog Bakery • 36 W Colorado Blvd
626-440-0443
Fancy biscuits you’d be proud to offer man’s best friend.

• Vroman’s Bookstore • 695 E Colorado Blvd
626-449-5320
Indie, eclectic, charming and famous for its children’s department.

• Wollhaus • 696 E Colorado Blvd
626-799-0355
Cozy craft store offering luxurious yarns and needlepoint supplies.


Map 35 • Pasadena East / San Marino [image: image]
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Map 35
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As you venture east past Lake Avenue along Colorado, the cute shops and restaurants segue into drab auto repair shops, dingy motels, and the attendant detritus. But head south and you’ll find not only some of the smartest people in southern California (thanks to the presence of Caltech), but also some of the richest. The homes around Pasadena City College make for a fancy Sunday drive.

[image: image] Landmarks

• The Huntington • 1151 Oxford Rd
626-405-2100
The perfect place to take relatives from out-of-town.

• Lacy Park • 1485 Virginia Rd
626-300-0790
Second only to the Huntington, Lacy Park is 30 acres of gorgeous greenery.

• The Old Mill - El Molino Viejo • 1120 Old Mill Rd
626-449-5458
Southern California’s first water-powered gristmill. Who needs Disney’s California Adventure?

[image: image] Restaurants

• In-N-Out Burger • 2114 E Foothill Blvd
800-786-1000 • $
Top California burger joint.

• Noodle World • 932 Huntington Dr
626-300-1010 • $
Big portions. We’re talking LARGE.

• Rose Garden Tea Room & Cafe • 1151 Oxford Rd
626-683-8131 • $$
The Huntington Library’s famous tea room runs rather pricey, but is a definite don’t miss.

• Yoshida • 2026 Huntington Dr
626-281-9292 • $$$
San Marino’s only place for raw fish and dim sum.


Map 36 • Mt. Washington [image: image]
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Map 36
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Recently, Mt. Washington has become an asylum for artists, aspiring scene-jockeys, and other fashionable folk content hovering near the bottom of the economic totem pole. It’s still got plenty of gangs, graffiti, and property crime, but the rents are manageable and aren’t likely to shoot up anytime soon. The hilly areas have better views and a more low-key lifestyle than downtown and the surrounding areas.

[image: image] Landmarks

• The Lummis Home • 200 E Ave 43
323-222-0546
An original home conceived by an original man.

• Self-Realization Fellowship • 3880 San Rafael Ave
323-225-2471
Beautiful gardens, open to the public.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Footsie’s • 2640 N Figueroa St
323-221-6900
Simply brilliant and hopefully the home of all future NFT release parties.

• Verdugo • 3408 Verdugo Rd
323-257-3408
Secluded. Atmospheric. Potent mixers. Formidable beer selection.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Chico’s • 100 N Ave 50
323-254-2445 • $
Mexican seafood.

• La Abeja • 3700 N Figueroa St
323-221-0474 • $
Mexican.


Map 37 • Lincoln Heights [image: image]
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Map 37
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Just east of the river, Lincoln Heights, established in 1910, was once noted for its fauna population: alongside ostrich and alligator farms, it featured a private zoo for animals used in silent films. Now a vibrant Mexican enclave, but it’s full of fantastic restaurants, walkable streets, and a unique nightlife -- if you know where to look.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Heritage Square Museum • 3800 Homer St
323-225-2700
A cluster of buildings that have been saved from demolition through relocation to Heritage Square.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Marcelino’s Cafe • 2119 N Broadway
323-221-5444
Neighborhood vino oasis. Keep it more secret than we did.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Carnitas Michoacan • 1901 N Broadway
323-225-2729 • $
Perfect for satisfying your late-night nacho craving.

• Cemitas Poblanas Elvirita • 3010 E 1st St
323-881-0428 • $
Puebla’s unique sandwich comes to California.

• El Huarachito • 3010 N Broadway
323-223-0476 • $
Classic Mexican breakfasts done right.



[image: image] Shopping

• Society of St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store • 
210 N Avenue 21
323-224-6280
Cult thrift store. Undersifted enough to tender serious rewards.


Map 38 • El Sereno [image: image]
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Map 38
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You won’t mistake El Sereno for the Hollywood Hills, but it’s got ample corazón and a deep sense of comunidad. Ringed by snow-capped mountains and minutes from downtown and Pasadena, it’s a quiet little gem of a neighborhood. The eclectic mix of small businesses and family restaurants make it a good place to explore while you get your auto fixed. In Spanish, the name means “serene,” “night air,” or “night watchman”—take your pick.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Granny’s Donuts • 1681 N Eastern Ave
323-266-6918 • $
No granny. Just killer donuts.

• Hecho en Mexico • 4976 S Huntington Dr
323-226-0010 • $$
Family restaurant. Authentic food.

• La Parilla Mexicana • 2938 W Valley Blvd
626-289-2412 • $
Family Mexican.

• Mariscos El Kora De Nayarit • 4863 Huntington Dr N
323-223-3322 • $
Seafood Nayarit style. Healthy.

• Tamale Man • 3320 N Eastern Ave
323-221-5954 • $
From sweet to savory, this man knows tamales. Hence the name.

[image: image] Shopping

• Kohl’s • 1201 S Fremont Ave
626-289-7250
Latest addition to Alhambra shopping scene.


Map 39 • Alhambra [image: image]
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Map 39
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This independent city bills itself as “the Gateway to the San Gabriel Valley,” but it’s too modest. It’s quickly becoming a destination for connoisseurs of Chinese food and medicine and for city evacuees looking for cozy homes, tree-lined streets, and some of the last affordable housing in the area. It’s a quick hop from Pasadena, the financial district, and the mountains. It’s also that rarity in SoCal: a walking town.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Ramona Convent Secondary School • 1701 W Ramona Rd
626-282-4151
Some of the campus buildings have been here since the 19th century.



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Granada • 17 S 1st St
626-284-7262
Offers lessons and three dance floors to practice on.

• Havana House • 133 W Main St
626-576-0547
Dress-code-enforced cigar lounge.

• Jay-Dee Café • 1843 W Main St
626-281-6887
Great dive bar.



[image: image] Restaurants

• Angelo’s Italian Restaurant • 1540 W Valley Blvd
626-282-0153 • $$
Pizza worth the wait.

• Charlie’s Trio Café • 47 W Main St
626-284-4943 • $$
Good, solid Italian.

• Diner on Main • 201 W Main St
626-281-3488 • $
Great food. Nostalgic setting. The Real Deal.

• El Ranchero Restaurant • 511 S Garfield Ave
626-300-9320 • $
Mexican flavors in a friendly neighborhood setting.

• Fosselman’s Ice Cream • 1824 W Main St
626-282-6533 • $
Made on the premises since 1926.

• The Hat • 1 W Valley Blvd
626-282-0140 • $
Best burgers for miles.

• Noodle World • 700 W Valley Blvd
626-293-8800 • $
Every conceivable kind of noodle.

• Perfectly Sweet • 126 W Main St
626-282-9400 • $
Decadent and deadly desserts.

• Pho 79 • 29 S Garfield Ave
626-289-0239 • $
Go for the noodle soup and dessert drinks.

• Phoenix Dessert • 220 E Valley Blvd
626-299-1918 • $$
Limited menu for fast snacks and desserts.

• Rick’s Drive In & Out • 132 W Main St
626-576-8519 • $
Fast food at its best.

• Sam Woo Barbeque • 514 W Valley Blvd
626-281-0038 • $
Chinese fast food.

• Thai Purple • 27 N Garfield Ave
626-300-9083 • $
Small, unassuming, super-convenient for movie theaters.



[image: image] Shopping

• Ross • 201 E Main St
626-281-8453
Popular discount stop for housewares, clothes, and shoes.

• Webster’s Hallmark • 147 W Alhambra Rd
626-577-0162
Huge selection of cards and doodads.


Map 40 • Boyle Heights [image: image]
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Map 40
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Situated just east of the LA River, Boyle Heights is a neighborhood rich with history. Explore the neighborhood’s past as a Jewish enclave at the restored Breed Street Shul, or celebrate its distinctly Latino present by buying a song or two from the bands at Mariachi Plaza. Hollenbeck Park is a great place to relax, but keep an eye out for the ghosts said to live nearby at the abandoned Linda Vista Hospital.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Barbara’s at the Brewery • 620 Moulton Ave
323-221-9204
Former Pabst Blue Ribbon brewery turned artists’ studios.

• El Corrido de Boyle Heights Mural • 
2336 E Cesar E Chavez Ave
Public art at its most colorful.

• LA County USC Medical Center • 1200 N State St
213-240-7926
The facade may look familiar to viewers of General Hospital.

• Mariachi Plaza • 1804 E 1st St
Need a mariachi? Look no further!

• San Antonio Winery • 737 Lamar St
323-223-1401
Last remaining winery along LA river basin; killer tasting room.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Barbara’s at the Brewery • 620 Moulton Ave
323-221-9204
Rub elbows with artists in old Pabst brewery.

• Eastside Luv • 1835 E 1st St
323-262-7442
Burlesque shows + mad atmosphere = $10 cover.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Barbara’s at the Brewery • 620 Moulton Ave
323-221-9204 • $$
Bar food and drinks for the art crowd.

• El Tepeyac Cafe • 812 N Evergreen Ave
323-268-1960 • $$
Famous hole-in-the-wall Mexican.

• King Taco • 2400 E Cesar E Chavez Ave
323-264-3940 • $
The benevolent ruler of Mexican fast food.

• La Parrilla • 2126 E Cesar E Chavez Ave
323-262-3434 • $$
Better than average Mexican chain.


Map 41 • City Terrace / East LA [image: image]
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Map 41
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When Los Angeles was still called “el Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles,” East LA was a hub of Mexican culture. And it still is. A perusal of the streets reveals a panoramic homage to the motherland. Home-style eateries, stunning murals, and singular shops are infused with el espíritu de la raza. If you’re new to Los Angeles, there’s no place like East LA to get a sense of our city’s deep Mexican roots.

[image: image] Landmarks

• Jose Luis Gonzalez Library Mural • 4025 City Terrace Dr
A whole lot of badass aesthetics at once.

• Mural: The Kennedy Saga II 1973 • 1126 N Hazard Ave
Located inside the City Terrace Park social hall.

[image: image] Restaurants

• East LA Pizza Company • 5616 E Beverly Blvd
323-838-9110 • $
This Eastside legend heaps on the toppings like woah.

• Tamales Lilianas • 4629 E Cesar E Chavez Ave
323-780-0989 • $
The most famous tamales in LA.

• Tamayo • 5300 E Olympic Blvd
323-260-4700 • $$
Mexican.


Map 42 • Chatsworth [image: image]
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Map 42
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Well removed from LA proper, Chatsworth is its own entity. As late as the 1980s, it was quite rural; it was home to Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, and the setting for countless western flicks, classic and otherwise. But it’s kept up with the times: Charles Manson and his homicidal minions camped at Spahn Ranch, and Chatsworth is now the world’s epicenter of porn. Look for spray-tans and implants at the local Ralph’s.
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