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For my family, who endured over 30 years of my major league baseball travel, encompassing roughly four months each season. Fortunately, they were able to share some of the travel and some of the tales. I think they enjoyed the time in Yuma the most—after all, I spent cumulatively about two years at the Padres first spring training site.


—B.C.









Foreword


Jerry Coleman was one of the finest men I have ever known and a great friend. He wrote this forward for the 2006 first issue of the book just one year after entering the broadcasting wing of the National Baseball Hall of Fame. Jerry played all or part of nine seasons with the New York Yankees winning six world series including five in a row from 1949 through 1953 as a second baseman. He was also a Marine fighter pilot who served in both the Second World War and Korean War. We began together as the Padres radio-tv broadcasting team starting with the 1972 season. Jerry was selected for the Padres Hall of Fame in 2012 when the team erected a statue in his honor at Petco Park. He was still working as a club broadcaster when he passed away in January, 2014 at the age of 89.


The story of the San Diego Padres started in 1969, and Bob Chandler was there. In fact, he is the one person in San Diego most qualified to bring the entire Padres story to the surface.


Bob began as a TV sportscaster in San Diego, worked over 30 years as one of the radio/TV voices of the Padres and even spent several years handling the team’s public relations.


My association with Bob began in 1972, when the two of us became the new radio/TV voices of the team. We experienced many lean years on the field and at the gate until Ray Kroc came on the scene in 1974. The club began to show improvement as Kroc spent millions of dollars on free agents and tried to upgrade the organization. We enjoyed the fruitful Randy Jones years and the arrival of Dave Winfield and Tony Gwynn.


Finally, in the 10th year of the franchise, the team had a winning record in 1978. Six years later, we all shared the joy of winning the National League pennant and going to the World Series. Through the lean times and the good times, Bob was the ultimate professional on the air and a great friend away from the ballpark. There is no telling how many meals we shared over the years, solving all of the Padres’—and baseball’s—problems.


Several other announcers joined us during the last four decades, most notably Dave Campbell, Rick Monday, and Ted Leitner. Leitner used to refer to Bob as the “B-C-P-C” (Bob Chandler, Personal Computer), because of his ability to remember facts, figures, and stories and tell them on the air.


Bob tells about the importance of having a broadcast partner in the booth during the late innings at Wrigley Field. Did I really have that much difficulty pronouncing the last name of a certain Phillies Hall of Fame third baseman? I had great fun reminiscing about the time Ray Kroc took the microphone at the stadium. Of course, Bob remembers every detail of that memorable night.


What great times and great stories! They are all in his Tales from the San Diego Padres. I hope you readers enjoy the “tales” as much as we enjoyed living them.


I hang a star on your book, Bob.


Your Friend,
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Jerry Coleman
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Bob Chandler (left), Jerry Coleman (foreground), and Tommy Jorgensen (back). From the Bob Chandler collection
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The title of this book is Bob Chandler’s Tales from the San Diego Padres. Although most of the tales are mine, trust me when I say my partner Bill Swank deserves equal billing. I am a rookie author. Swank has published several books, and he is San Diego’s top baseball historian. Bill helped guide me through the rough spots and smooth out my style of writing. Even though Swank helped edit my copy, the content is my responsibility.


Thanks to our friends at the San Diego Hall of Champions and San Diego Padres for their photographs. People love pictures, and photographers never receive enough credit for their work.


We have been fortunate to have an energetic young editor, Travis Moran, who understands baseball. We call him “Trevor” Moran because he is a great closer. He’s been our bullpen ace back in Illinois.


My experience with the Padres goes back to the Pacific Coast League days and many of the “tales” were stored in my memory. We did our best to double-check facts. If there are any errors, we take full responsibility. I started from scratch in writing this book and almost every day would remember another story.


In that respect, the book turned into a labor of love as I recalled many of the fun and frustrating times of Padres baseball. In some way, I am indebted to all the front office people, managers, coaches, players, broadcasters, and writers connected with the San Diego Padres since the franchise was awarded to my favorite city on May 27, 1968.


In mid October 2005, I played golf with one-time Padres manager Roger Craig. Craig began his major league career in 1955, a full half-century ago, with the Brooklyn Dodgers. Roger remarked to my other golfing partners, Bob Skinner and Norm Sherry, how quickly the 50 years have passed … that it didn’t really seem that long ago they were all playing major league baseball. I feel the same way about covering and broadcasting the San Diego Padres. It’s been a terrific ride.
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Padres Clinch Western Division Pennant—September 28, 2005. From the San Diego Padres; Chris Hardy, team photographer









Introduction


In baseball and in life, timing is everything. When opportunity suddenly appears as big as a watermelon over home plate, you swing for the fences.


Dion Rich is the World’s Greatest Gate Crasher, the King of Barter, and the founding patriarch of Family Tickets Service, which is everything the name implies. The Greatest also hosts a spontaneous floating lunch group for gray and graying (bald and balding) sportsmen, usually on a Thursday or Friday, whenever he can arrange a tradeout meal at one of San Diego’s finest restaurants. Dion begins calling friends on his Rolodex around 10:00 a.m., inviting them to meet at noon. If the timing is right, you get a free lunch, and a true sportsman would never pass up a free meal.


At one of these impromptu get-togethers in early April 2005, Dion introduced us to his new tradeout lawyer, David Ortega, Esquire, who was properly impressed with his tablemates. He was even impressed with me and said, “Nobody knows more about baseball in San Diego than you.”


Though flattered, modesty forced me to demur. “You can’t say that with Bob Chandler sitting right across from me. Nobody knows more about the big league Padres than Bob Chandler except for Jerry Coleman … and Jerry has probably forgotten most of what he knows.”


Attorney Ortega exchanged similar greetings with Bob and former NFL defensive coach and poet, Tom Bass. Bob and Tom are old friends in the sports broadcasting business. We stayed late, swapped stories, and because the timing was right, I began to work on Bob about writing this book. He was typically polite but noncommittal.


In May, we met for breakfast at Albie’s in Mission Valley. Finally, with a grin, Bob agreed to do the book. Since then, he has been fully focused on bringing you almost 40 years of his favorite tales from the Padres. Remember that when this team was bad, which was often, it was horrible. Through it all, Bob Chandler remained optimistic and positive. He reflects with humor on the lean years and with pride in the glory years.


We have all enjoyed his casual, but consistently professional, approach to the game on television and radio. I have now witnessed, up close, his love for baseball and for the Padres. San Diego was picked to win the NL West in 2005. Bob agreed they would take the West, but I thought these Padres were, at best, a .500 team. I’ll never forget an early August 2005 e-mail from Bob when the team slipped below .500 and into a first-place tie with the Arizona Diamondbacks. Succinctly he wrote, “We both appear to be wrong.”


As we know, the Padres persevered and eventually claimed the NL West with an 82-80 record, although it took Trevor Hoffman’s 436th career save to seal victory over their rival Dodgers to avoid a .500 season.


In closing, Bob Chandler truly is a fine gentleman. Mention his name, and people always say, “I like Bob Chandler.”


You will enjoy his memories….


And, by the way, thanks for lunch, Dion. This book would not have happened without you. You are a man who understands the importance of timing.


And thanks to the Padres—your timing was pretty good this year, too.
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Chapter 1


Is 2020 Finally the Year?


In 2010, the San Diego Padres challenged for the NL West title, but lost it to the San Francisco Giants on the final day of the regular season. Since then, the Padres have had nine-straight losing seasons, matching the futility of the first nine years of the team’s existence (1969-1977).


In 2020, the Padres hired a new manager, Jayce Tingler, are returning the team colors to their original brown, and are planning on a winning season with the hope of contending for a playoff spot. Here’s why.


In 2016, the Padres embarked on a five-year rebuilding plan. They traded away veteran players for prospects, invested roughly $80 million in young international talent, and tried to take advantage of high draft picks. It was a similar strategy as that employed by the Houston Astros and Chicago Cubs, who both have won the World Series in recent seasons.


Houston started it’s re-build in 2011, losing 106, 107, and 111 games those first three years. In 2014, they improved to 70-92 and in the fifth year finally had a winning season at 86-76. Two years later, in 2017, the Astros went 101-61 and captured the World Series crown.


The Chicago Cubs began their rebuild in 2011 and lost 91, 101, 96 and 89 games those first four seasons. In year five they jumped to 97-65 and in 2016 won the World Series after a 103-58 regular season.


The Padres have lost 94, 91, 96, and 90 games in those first four years of their rebuild and now hope to emulate the Astros and Cubs with a winning season in year five.


Do they have the talent, and is it battle tested? For the last three years, various baseball rating services have judged the Padres to have the league’s best farm system, and some of those prospects are starting to join the Padres. Two of the best are shortstop Fernando Tatis, Jr. and pitcher Chris Paddack.


During the rebuild, the Padres also invested millions of dollars in free agent first baseman Eric Hosmer and third baseman Manny Machado.


Critics point out Padres general manager A. J. Preller has shown he can develop a productive farm system, but hasn’t shown he can put together a contending major league team. Probably a fair criticism, underlining why 2020 is such a pivotal year for the Padres and Preller.


Depending on when you read this, you’ll know what the goal is and whether or not it was achieved.


Tatis, Jr. and Paddack


The Padres first year of the major rebuild was 2016, and two trades the team made in June of that year figure to be major building blocks.


On June 4, the Padres sent veteran right-handed pitcher James Shields and a big chunk of his salary to the Chicago White Sox for pitcher Erik Johnson and a 17-year-old infielder named Fernando Tatis, Jr. The White Sox felt they had a chance to make the playoffs in 2016, and thought a veteran pitcher like Shields could help them make a run. The Padres asked for several different Chicago prospects, but were turned down.


Padres pro scouting director Pete DeYoung and scout Spencer Graham decided to check out some of the younger White Sox prospects training in Phoenix, Arizona, during instructional camp which traditionally takes place between the end of spring training and the start of rookie league ball in June. They were struck by the tools of the young Tatis, and suggested other Padre scouts to check him out. Other baseball personnel—including vice president/assistant general manager Fred Uhlman—validated their scouting reports and the White Sox agreed to trade the 17-year-old, plus the veteran pitcher Erik Johnson, for Shields.


It should be noted that only a small percentage of 17-year-old prospects ever make it to the majors, but the Padres were early in their rebuilding process and decided to take a chance. Johnson had arm issues and never worked out, but, in 2019, Tatis exploded onto the major league scene.


How good can Tatis be? In my opinion, he has the tools, talent, and makeup to become a generational player for the Padres. In 1988, Roberto Alomar broke in with the Padres and made an immediate impact in what would become a Hall of Fame career.


In spring training 2019, I first witnessed Tatis playing in exhibition games. I was stunned to see he had more range than Alomar, a better arm, was a faster runner, had lots more power, and was a better hitter. He had just turned 20 on January 2, 1999.


In slightly more than half a season, Tatis batted .317 with 22 homers, 53 RBIs, and 16 stolen bases (while finishing third in the NL Rookie of the Year voting). Double those numbers and you have a generational player. Alex Rodriguez is the last shortstop to put up numbers like this at that age.


Tatis plays the game with such joy that he inspires other players around him, and his instincts for the game make him a fun player to watch—even if he’s not on your team. If there is one caution, it’s the fact both his 2018 and 2019 seasons ended early because of injuries.


The baseball universe is anxious to see what comes next.


On June 30, 2016, the Padres made a similar deal with the Miami Marlins. Padres closer Fernando Rodney was having an excellent season in San Diego, and the Marlins, like the White Sox, felt he could help them reach the playoffs.


Scouts Dave Post and Steve Lyons spotted a tall Texan named Chris Paddack pitching for the Marlins low Class-A team in Greensboro, North Carolina. Paddack was 20 at the time, and Padre scouts were impressed with his fastball, change up, and command at that young age. The 6-4 Texan did not have a real curve ball and the Marlins projected Paddack as maybe a one-inning reliever. Thus, they agreed to trade him to the Padres for Rodney.


Paddack was moved to the Padres low Class-A team in Fort Wayne and made an immediate impression, allowing just one run in 14 innings with 23 strikeouts. Unfortunately, he also came down with a bad elbow and had to undergo Tommy John surgery, which wiped out his 2017 season.


What happened next left quite an impression with the Padres baseball brain trust. Paddack came to San Diego and vowed to club brass that he would work his tail off and prove to San Diego they made a good deal.


In 2018, Paddack turned in impressive numbers at high Single-A Lake Elsinore and Double-A San Antonio.


In 2019, Paddack earned a spot in the Padres rotation at spring training and, despite limitations on his innings pitched, turned in a very good season. In 141 innings, he was 9-7 with a 3.33 ERA, allowing just 107 hits while striking out 153 (averaging 9.8 strikeouts a game). He also began to develop a breaking pitch.


There will be no pitching restrictions on the young Texan in 2020, and the Padres expect him to be a key member of their starting rotation.


June 2016 could turn out to be a historic month in the Padres future.


Jayce Tingler


How much pressure is on new Padres manager Jayce Tingler as he begins the first season of a three-year contract in 2020? Padres executive chairman Ron Fowler pointed out that 2020 is the fifth year of the team’s rebuild and he expects winning baseball. “The Padres sucked after the All-Star Game in 2019, winning only 35 percent of their games,” Fowler said. “That’s unacceptable. We’ve got to win—and we’ve got to win now.”


Is Tingler equipped to do that? What’s his background?


Tingler was a 10th-round draft pick of the Toronto Blue Jays in 2003. Two years later, he was taken in the minor league Rule 5 draft by the Texas Rangers. The man who chose him was A. J. Preller, currently the Padres GM and the same person who chose him now to lead his team on the field. During his tenure with the Rangers, Tingler worked in the front office, in development, as a major league coach, and manager of various minor league teams in the club’s system.


Despite no major league managerial experience, he comes highly recommended by various baseball people.


Current Padres broadcaster Tony Gwynn, Jr. knows Tingler from their playing days in the Cape Cod summer league. Tony said Tingler has a good baseball mind and was constantly talking baseball and actually offered Gwynn a coaching job in the Texas organization. Former Padres outfielder Will Venable was traded to Texas and remembers, “Tingler had the ear of the players and their respect. When he spoke, you knew he knew what he was talking about.”


Rangers broadcaster Eric Nadel, current manager Chris Woodward, and team president Jon Daniels all sung his praises, emphasizing his energy, preparation, and communication skills. Tingler also played summer ball in Missouri with future first-ballot Hall of Famer Albert Pujols, who took the time to contact Padres personnel and praise the decision to hire him as manager.


What does all this mean? It’s nice, but I’ve learned over 40 years in the baseball business you never know what kind of manager a person will be until he does it.


In baseball, most people have opinions on who they think will be a good manager. Some succeed, while others don’t work out. A personal example is probably future Hall of Fame manager Bruce Bochy. I first met Bruce in the mid-80s as a backup catcher for the Padres. A good guy, popular with his teammates, and a practical joker in the clubhouse. I never thought of Bochy as a future major league skipper. After he retired, the Padres gave him a chance to manage in the lower minors. He was successful at every rung of the ladder, and eventually took over the major league team and guided the Padres to the 1998 World Series. After three World Series championships with the San Francisco Giants, Bochy now appears a lock for the Hall of Fame.


Just for the record, 8 of the 10 teams in the 2019 postseason were guided by first-time managers.


Padres Return to Brown Uniforms in 2020


When the major league Padres first took the field in 1969, their uniforms were light beige with brown hats. Many people thought the color was a tribute to Father Junipero Serra, who founded California’s first mission in San Diego.


Franciscan Padres still wear brown habits and the Padres will return to brown in 2020, but the color never had any connection with the religious order.


The fact is, Padres first owner C. Arnholt Smith simply liked the color brown. Some would say he had a brown fetish. Daily, he would wear brown suits with brown shirts, ties, and shoes. Even the team’s news releases were printed in brown ink.


Franciscan brown is a good story. It makes perfect sense for the Padres to wear brown, but it just didn’t happen that way.


After Tony Gwynn was drafted by the club in 1981, his first reaction was, “Aw (bleep), the Padres. That damn brown and gold.” Sartorially splendid Steve Garvey also hated the brown uniforms, complaining, “The Padres uniform makes me look like a taco.” Kurt Bevacqua was typically more graphic. “We look like nine piles of manure in a cow pasture.”


In the mid-80s, the Padres switched their primary uniform color to blue.


But Tony Gwynn grew nostalgic and had a change of heart. When asked about a possible return to brown, he said, “I’d love it. That’s how we started, with brown. I’d love to see brown.” Not everybody likes the idea, but the Padres will be back in brown for 2020.


After all, the first Padre player was Brown. Outfielder Ollie Brown was selected number one by the club in the expansion draft to stock the 1969 team.


2011 Through 2019


When this book was originally published in 2006, the Padres had won the 2005 National League West. A paperback edition was released the following year after they repeated as 2006 NL West champions. Jake Peavy received all 32 first-place votes to win the 2007 Cy Young Award. The club’s 2004 move to play downtown in beautiful Petco Park offered great promise for the future.


The book was again updated in 2012, with the Padres seemingly under new ownership. Hope remained high. The team had won 90 games in 2010 to finish a surprising second in the league. Bud Black was selected as the National League Manager of the Year.
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Young Padres ace Jake Peavy. From the San Diego Padres; Chris Hardy, team photographer


The 2011 season proved to be a difficult one for the Padres. Rather than keep Adrian Gonzalez for the last year off his contract, he was traded to the Boston Red Sox. The Padres finished last in the NL West (71-91) and, without Gonzalez’s potent bat, were last in home runs (91), fewest runs scored (593), and their team .237 batting average was next to last in MLB.


If the team wouldn’t pay to retain their stars, the future appeared problematic.


2012


Before the start of the 2012 season, the deal for former player-agent Jeff Moored to purchase the Padres from John Moores fell though. An anonymous MLB source said, “We’ve had so many crazy things go on in baseball at the ownership level last year with the Mets and the Dodgers and the Astros—but what’s happened with the Padres is the most intriguing.”


Another MLB insider noted, “Jeff started off in a bad situation with the Padres because he had people in the game who didn’t like him and they were looking for any reason to justify him not getting the [owners] vote.”


On the field, the club started the season 20-41, but played over .500 ball the rest of the way and improved to 76-86, finishing in fourth place. Third baseman Chase Headley had a breakout year; he was the National League Player of the Month for August and September. Headley exploded for 31 home runs and led the National League with 115 RBIs. Shortstop Everth Cabrera stole the league-high 44 bases. Workhorse Clayton Richard was the top pitcher, with a 14-14 record.


2013


The Padres repeated their 76-86 record to tie for third place with the defending World Series champion San Francisco Giants in the NL West. Rookie second baseman Jedd Gyorko showed promise with his bat, and newcomer Andrew Cashner went 10-9 with a 3.09 ERA. Were the Padres on the verge of breaking even?


2014


San Diego did improve in 2014 … but barely. They finished 77-85, with the league’s lowest team batting average (.226), 12 percentage points below Cincinnati (.238). One positive was that the pitching staff (including Ian Kennedy, Tyson Ross, Eric Stults, and Huston Street) posted the second-lowest ERA (3.27) in the National League.


2015


There was a major shakeup in 2015. New general manager A. J. Preller attempted to turn the Padres into an instant pennant contender. He traded away seven of the team’s top eleven farm hands, including Trea Turner to get Wil Myers, Matt Kemp, and the Upton brothers (Justin and Melvin). They failed to produce, but newly acquired closer Craig Kimbrel saved 39 games and free agent pitcher James Shields went 13-7.


The Padres were 32-33 in June, so manager Bud Black was fired. Bud wasn’t the problem. Through nine seasons with the club, Black had only two winning seasons (2007 and 2010), and finished with an overall record of 649-713 (.477 winning percentage). After firing Black, the Padres tumbled to fourth place with a 74-88 record. Current Dodgers manager Dave Roberts was a coach on the team and managed for one game until former collegiate coach and Padres minor league manager Pat Murphy took over the helm. Another minor league manager in the Padres system, Andy Green, was given the job for 2016. His future would be bleak.


Was Andy Green a Bad Manager?


Put another way, was Andy Green given a chance to be a good manager? In his first year (2016), the Padres opened the season with three game against the Dodgers and failed to score a run. They would be shut out in five of their first ten games. Was that Green’s fault?


For five of the previous six years—2014-2019—the Padres finished last in National League batting. In 2018, they hit .235, one percentage point above the worst in the league.


Before 2019, the last Padre to hit over .300 for a season was Brian Giles in 2008 (.306). Since 2012, the leading hitters were: Chris Denorfia (.293 in 2012), Everth Cabrera (.283 in 2013), Seth Smith (.266 in 2014), Yonder Alonso (.282 in 2015), Jon Jay (.291 in 2016), Jose Pirela (.288 in 2017) and, Travis Jankowski (.259 in 2018).


In 2012, the Padres finished 8th in the National League in team strikeouts and progressively got worse. They were 12th in 2013, 10th in 2014, 13th in 2015, 14th (next to last) in both 2016 and 2017, and 15th (last) in both 2018 and 2019.


The 2019 Houston Astros set an unusual MLB record for strikeouts: most strikeouts thrown by pitchers (1,671) and fewest strikeouts by batters (1,166). It was the first time that the same team finished first in each category.


The 2019 Padres batters ranked #29 (last) with 1,581 strikeouts. Put another way, the Astros struck out 18.7 percent of the time and the Padres stuck out 26.3 percent of the time. Statistically, every fourth Padres batter struck out. As a team, they struck out 9.76 times a game.


Since the move to Petco Park in 2004, the Padres have gone through ten different hitting coaches: Dave Magadan, Merv Rettenmund, Wally Joyner, Jim Lefebvre, Randy Ready, Phil Plantier, Mark Kotsay, Alan Zinter, Matt Stairs, and Johnny Washington. Batting coach for the San Diego Padres must be the most difficult job in baseball.


Was the continued bad hitting Green’s fault?


Every year since 2015, San Diego’s pitching staff has been in the bottom third of the National League. In 2019, they were 12th with a 4.60 ERA. It is not easy to compete in the major leagues with young pitchers and limited pitch restrictions. Was that Green’s fault?


It appeared the Padres had turned the corner in 2019, and were 45-45 at the All-Star break. Then the wheels fell off and they finished with a 70-92 record. Andy Green was fired with eight games remaining in the season but, in fairness, he never had the opportunity to manage a major league roster. Maybe he never should have been a big-league manager in the first place.


The 2020 season will determine if blame should be placed higher in the organization.









Chapter 2


A Franchise Is Born


It Was May 27, 1968


It was May 27, 1968. I was preparing for my evening sportscast as the sports director at Channel 39, which then used the call letters KCST. All of a sudden, bells indicated that a bulletin was coming across the UPI Wire Machine. I excitedly read: “Dateline—Chicago (UPI)—The National League voted Monday night to expand to 12 teams, adding San Diego and Montreal for the 1969 season.”


Major League Baseball was officially born in San Diego.


Ironically, I’d first fallen in love with the game almost 20 years to the day. In 1948, my dad was a naval officer stationed in Washington, D.C. On May 28 of that year, he took me to Griffith Stadium in Washington to watch the original Senators host the Boston Red Sox. To this day, I remember Washington won 2-1. Eddie Yost of the Senators hit a triple, and Stan Spence of Boston popped up to end the game with the bases loaded.


However, mostly I remember my dad telling me that #9 for Boston was the greatest hitter in baseball. I was 10 years old and couldn’t believe I was in the same hemisphere with baseball’s best hitter. I immediately became a big fan of Ted Williams, not having any idea that he was from San Diego, and I would eventually have a chance to meet him.


As a side note, my eventual play-by-play partner, Jerry Coleman, told me just how awful those old Washington teams were. He said if the Yankees didn’t win 20 of the 22-game season series, they considered it an off year. Nevertheless, in the late 1940s and early 1950s, I lived and died with the likes of Al Evans, Mickey Vernon, Al Kozar, Sam Dente, Carden Gillenwater, Gil Coan, Eddie Stewart, and many other long forgotten ballplayers.


I Was Planning to Become a Baseball Announcer


Coming from a Navy family, we moved every few years to a different locale: from Washington to San Diego to Pearl Harbor to Newport, Rhode Island. In fact, my high school career began in 1952 at San Diego High, continued at Roosevelt High in Honolulu, followed by graduation at Rogers High School in Newport, where in 1955 I decided I wanted to go to college at San Diego State. I began as an SDSC freshman in the fall of 1956, and I’ve been a resident ever since. Actually, I was born in San Diego’s Mercy Hospital in 1937, when my Dad was stationed aboard a destroyer docked at North Island.


In the back of my mind, I was planning to become a baseball announcer, but not until I had first finished my career as a major league ballplayer. It took about 10 minutes on the practice field at San Diego State to realize the quality of baseball in Southern California was light years ahead of the ball I had been playing in Rhode Island. At that point, I decided to prepare for what I hoped would become my career announcing baseball.


During my four and a half years on the Aztec campus, I took a tape recorder out to the SDSC baseball games, sat in the stands, and endured catcalls and abuse as I tried my hand at play-by-play. After each game, I would take my tape to baseball coach Charlie Smith, and he would critique it. Fortunately, none of those tapes remains in existence.


I also broadcast some San Diego State basketball and football games over the San Diego Junior College radio station, KSDS, which had a working agreement with SDSC since the four-year school had no radio station of its own.


The Aztec football program was in the pre-Don Coryell years, and the teams were not very good. You could say it helped prepare me for broadcasting some of the Padre teams in future years.


One San Diego State-Fresno State football game still bothers me. On a warm homecoming Saturday afternoon at Aztec Bowl, Fresno State was so far ahead at halftime that their players just lounged in the end zone and watched the homecoming floats pass in review. I thought that was the ultimate insult!


A Paid Sportscasting Gig


My last two years at San Diego State, I actually got a paid sportscasting job. I was hired for $10 a game to broadcast the “High School Football Game of the Week in the Grossmont High School District over KUFM-FM, the voice of the foothills in El Cajon.” I was thrilled as I recruited some fraternity brothers to spot and keep statistics for me. Most of the games were broadcast from a stadium near El Cajon Speedway. (I use the term stadium very loosely.)


My first real job was at Channel 8, working as a newsreel cameraman-writer, which was actually great training, and to this day, I still use some of the fundamentals I learned there. Sports were still my ambition, and I won an audition to do the weekend sports broadcast. My competition was one other person who applied for the job. Once again, the extra pay was only $10 per show. However, after one month in March 1962, there was a union problem, and KFMB decided to have one person do both sports and weather. My career stalled as I returned to my full-time newsreel duties.


Al Couppee


In March 1963, I got my first real chance in sports. Al Couppee, the sports director of Channel 10, hired me as his assistant. We became the first two-person sportscasting department in San Diego. Of course, Channel 8 and Channel 6 were the only other TV stations operating in San Diego at that time. Channel 10 was owned by Time-Life Broadcast and changed the call letters of both their TV and radio stations from KFSD to KOGO. They even had a guy dressed in a kangaroo outfit who made personal appearances as the KOGOROO—it was great publicity.


While working for Couppee, I wrote and produced his two daily TV sportscasts and his five-minute radio sportscast. I also handled the talent on the four weekend sports telecasts and had the opportunity to do play-by-play of high school football on radio.
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(left to right) My Channel 10 KOGO-TV buddy Al Couppee, pro-golfer Billy Casper, and me. From the Bob Chandler collection


Part of my job was to film segments for Couppee’s weekly half-hour Outdoor Sportsman show. My first week, he invited me to go on an early-morning sportfishing trip. I had just been hired and didn’t think it was a good idea to tell him that I was prone to seasickness. We met at four in the morning, and by the time the boat reached the bait tank, I was already leaning over the side. The rest of the day was spent filming and using the bucket at my side. I got the job done, but Coup never invited me to go sportfishing again.


Channel 39 KCST-TV


In 1968, I left Channel 10 to become sports director of a new UHF Station, Channel 39 KCST-TV. There was no cable TV in 1968. Television sets had to have a special antenna to receive the UHF signal. Only about one-third of the sets in San Diego could even get the station, and the new owners, Bass Brothers Broadcasting of Dallas, Texas, decided to lure viewers by programming massive local sports coverage.


I was like a kid in a candy store. In addition to a one-hour nightly sportscast, I had a chance to do play-by-play of Padres baseball, San Diego Chargers football (including The Sid Gillman Show and a highlight show), San Diego State football, basketball, baseball, rugby, and track and field, plus high school basketball and various assorted other events like golf and military sports. Some of the major sports events we televised attracted a good audience, and it’s fair to say many sports fans found it necessary to learn how to receive UHF.


What I didn’t know was the planned strategy of Bass Brothers Broadcasting. They wanted to increase their audience to show the FCC they were a viable TV station in the San Diego market. Thus the ABC Network, which was carried on Mexican station XETV, had to move to KCST. After a lengthy court battle, that’s exactly what happened. Then ABC made a deal with Channel 10, and the NBC network moved from Channel 10 to Channel 39, which is the arrangement that exists today.


I Achieved My Dream


For me, my Padre telecasts on Channel 39 opened the door to join the Padres as one of their full-time broadcasters. I joined Jerry Coleman as the new broadcast team at the start of the 1972 season. It took 11 years of working in the market, but finally I achieved my dream of broadcasting major league baseball in my hometown of San Diego.
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