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Advanced Praise for


The War on Informed Consent


“Dr. Thomas is one of those rare courageous people who dare to stand up to the establishment when they see strong evidence that the establishment’s policies are dangerous, even when it might cost them their career. This book seamlessly weaves together Dr. Thomas’s remarkable life story with much valuable information about the risk/benefit ratio for vaccines. A must-read for parents who face expanding government mandates that steadily erode our personal freedom of medical choice.”


—Stephanie Seneff, PhD, author of Toxic Legacy


“When an industry like Big Pharma infiltrates and takes over every facet of potential control that should oversee it—Centers For Disease Control and Prevention, medical boards, state and federal legislators, main stream media—and even helps write the laws limiting parental rights and consent, it is no wonder that most pediatricians live in constant fear of having their medical careers taken from them for, of all things, actually listening to the concerns of the parents of their young and vulnerable patients.


Doctor Paul Thomas is one of the few remaining caring and brave pediatricians who not only listens to the parents’ well founded concerns but also respects their wishes and more importantly, their rights. Instead of being praised, Dr. Thomas has been punished by the medical community, in this case the Oregon Medical Board, which seeks to silence all those who dare oppose the industry in which they operate as paid servants.


Jeremy Hammond is one of the few courageous journalists who swims against this current of unparalleled corruption and, in his excellent book, The War on Informed Consent: The Persecution of Dr. Paul Thomas by the Oregon Medical Board, Mr. Hammond exposes this Kafkaesque trial for all those who still have the freedom to think and decide for themselves.”


—Rob Schneider, actor


“Un-coerced informed consent to medical procedures and the sanctity of the doctor-patient relationship are the two pillars of medical ethics that are being rapidly eroded by modern-day medical bureaucracy. Jeremy Hammond documents how this pervasive state of affairs has imposed dire consequences for a caring, ethical pediatrician who recognized that applying CDC vaccine recommendations indiscriminately was detrimental to some children in his pediatric practice and modified his care appropriately to achieve better health outcomes than the national average. This book is a must-read for any parent who wants to know what they are up against when making educated decisions in the best interest of their child’s health or looking for a pediatric provider.”


—Tetyana Obukhanych, PhD, immunologist, immune science educator at Building Bridges in Children’s Health, and author of Vaccine Illusion


“Jeremy R. Hammond’s new book is a terrifying dissection of how the focus of modern medicine has shifted from individual well-being to compliance with the demands of a cynical and ruthless bureaucratic class exerting its muscle against the population, and gaslighting anyone who gets in the way. At the center of it is the political show-trial of Dr. Paul Thomas in Oregon—as with so many other show-trials (so reminiscent of the Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact of yore) the evidence is transparently false, as Hammond forensically demonstrates. For the perpetrators, of course, it barely matters; they simply intend to menace anyone else who is thinking of standing up against them. But it also begs the question what will happen if we do not stand up against this twenty-first century racketeering operation masquerading as science. This, unfortunately, is the story of our time.”


—John Stone, British editor of AgeofAutism.com


“It was a typical Oregon February afternoon in 2015, when I walked into an overflowing state senate hearing room filled with hundreds of parents and by serendipitous chance, sat next to and met Dr. Paul Thomas. Both of us testified that afternoon on the importance of parents being the primary decision-maker on behalf of their children, and how the proposed bill would eliminate the right of parents to exercise informed consent by removing their ability to withhold consent. I started my testimony that day reciting the oft quoted warning from Benjamin Rush that medical freedom must be put in the Constitution to prevent medicine from forcing people to submit to only what the dictating outfit offers.


What the Oregon Medical Board is doing to Dr. Thomas is a fulfillment of that prophesy. Jeremy Hammond thoroughly explores and exposes how the state’s medical licensing board, in disciplining Dr. Thomas, ignores scientific data, disregards and perverts existing laws which protect individual rights, and in the process, subverts the principles of liberty and freedom that were the foundation of the experiment in self-government that America is. If the Medical Board succeeds in upholding its suspension, we will be one step closer to a totalitarian era, where our bodies are truly owned by the state, and freedom and liberty are but an illusion.”


—Robert M. Snee, JD, cofounder of Oregonians for Medical Freedom


“Jeremy Hammond’s exposé on the persecution of Dr. Paul Thomas by the Oregon Medical Board is more than about the targeting of a single pediatrician. Hammond methodically lays bare what parents of vaccine-injured children have known for decades—the systematic violation of the ethical and legal right to informed consent by governments, medical professionals, and regulatory agencies.


The ‘immediate danger to public health’ is the intentional efforts to coerce consent by denying parents vaccine risk information and using threats to silence physicians from telling the truth that vaccines can and do cause harm.


The unfortunate reality is that the Oregon Medical Board is not a rogue board; rather they exemplify what has gone wrong with the medical profession. Hammond ‘pulls back the curtain’ and reveals the level of fraud, corruption, and malfeasance pervasive in medicine today.


Our right to informed consent is more than the foundation of ethical medicine. It is the very essence of liberty. When informed consent is denied, we are no longer free.”


—Ted Kuntz, president of Vaccine Choice Canada


“In The War on Informed Consent, Jeremy Hammond systematically deconstructs numerous lies and ploys promoted by the allopathic establishment, showing how regulatory agencies and legislators have been captured, science has been corrupted, and children are being harmed. If you’ve ever wondered how a highly respected pediatrician such as Paul Thomas could be falsely portrayed as a villain, read this book. A compelling, well-documented exposé of the vaccine industry’s subversive influence on the practice of medicine!”


—Neil Z. Miller, medical researcher and author of Miller’s Review of Critical Vaccine Studies


“The War on Informed Consent tears down the manipulative and coercive dealings of a state medical board that is bullying a doctor for holding true to his oath to ‘first do no harm’ and for respecting his patients’ rights to informed consent. The in-depth research and interview with Dr. Paul Thomas are indicative of the great investigative work of Jeremy R. Hammond.”


—Wayne Rohde, author of The Vaccine Court 2.0


“If you want to understand why America’s children are plagued with chronic illness despite an abundance of medical care, then you need to read this book that tells the journey of man wise enough to see, humble enough to admit he sees, and brave enough to do something about it. And then you’ll want to join him.”


—Bernadette Pajer, host of An Informed Life Radio, Informed Choice Washington


“Jeremy Hammond does an amazing job of exposing the attack on informed consent by governmental health authorities. This book will make you think deeply, as it exposes the history of corruption, and the lack of real science supporting the benefits of large scale vaccination. If you are on the fence about vaccines . . . if you are looking to get more informed so that you can make an intelligent, science based decision, this book is a must-read.”


—Dr. Peter Osborne, founder of Gluten Free Society and bestselling author of No Grain, No Pain


“If you leave yourself a lifeline, then in time, when the going gets really rough, you will reach back and take it. Eventually, painfully you will come to the realization that that lifeline is as illusory as ‘Safe and Effective.’ Paul Thomas left himself no lifeline. He not only challenged the corporate medical business model in his day-to-day practice by daring to provide parents with informed consent and choice, but he dared to perform and publish his own vaccine safety science. Delivering on a peer-reviewed vaxxed versus unvaxxed study that unequivocally highlighted the adverse health consequences of vaccination, the system in rage and panic demanded the head of this ‘turbulent priest.’ Thomas was excommunicated. And the health freedom community—massive and growing—provided with a true hero. The lifeline is a shackle after all.”


—Dr. Andrew Wakefield, writer and director of Vaxxed: From Cover-Up to Catastrophe and writer, director, and producer of 1986: The Act
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Foreword


by Robert F. Kennedy Jr.




I just ethically could no longer do business as usual, meaning the CDC’s schedule, when I became very clearly aware of harm.


—Dr. Paul Thomas, MD





Dr. Paul Thomas, MD, an ethical and successful pediatrician, chose to follow his clinical observations, conduct genuine science, uphold his oath to do no harm, and enable his patients to exercise their right to make informed decisions about their own health care. In so doing, he has placed his professional career in the crosshairs of the corrupt and vicious machine known as the American public health establishment.


To help parents navigate the decision-making process when it comes to childhood vaccinations, Dr. Thomas and Jennifer Margulis, PhD, wrote the book The Vaccine-Friendly Plan, which presents an alternative approach to the one-size-fits-all schedule of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Then the accusations started coming from the Oregon Medical Board.


When challenged by the board to provide peer-reviewed evidence from the medical literature to support his alternative approach, which is focused in part on reducing the cumulative levels of neurotoxic aluminum that children are exposed to from vaccines, Dr. Thomas rose to the challenge and together with research scientist Dr. James Lyons-Weiler published a study showing that, compared to children who were vaccinated according to variable schedules, the children born into his practice who remained completely unvaccinated had significantly less incidence of diagnoses and office visits for a broad range of health conditions.


The health outcomes that Dr. Thomas helped parents to achieve with his pediatric patients by recognizing the need for individualized risk-benefit analyses clearly demonstrate that his alternative approach is the correct one.


Among other remarkable outcomes, Dr. Thomas’s published data show that being born into his practice is associated with a fivefold decreased risk of being diagnosed with autism compared to the general population of highly vaccinated children. None of the unvaccinated children included in the study were diagnosed with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).


“What really saves them,” Dr. Thomas reasoned, “is you have to be very observant at every well-child visit, and you stop vaccinating if you see any problems.” A quality assurance analysis of his clinical data validated his empirical observation that there were “massive increases in health problems in the highly vaccinated and a massive decrease in health problems in the unvaccinated. And it was undeniable.”


Observing and caring for children rather than blindly following the unscientific mandates of the captured public health establishment has made Dr. Paul Thomas a modern iteration of Dr. Thomas Stockman in Henrik Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People. While the enviable health outcomes shown by his data are indeed undeniable, this didn’t stop the Oregon Medical Board, just days after his study was published, from frantically suspending Dr. Thomas’s license on the demonstrably false pretext that his approach represents a threat to public health.


In exquisite detail, independent journalist Jeremy R. Hammond details the story of a heroic physician in The War on Informed Consent: The Persecution of Dr. Paul Thomas by the Oregon Medical Board. Hammond lays bare the twisted, corrupt, and biased prosecution of a doctor who put his patient’s health first and who possessed the moral courage to speak truth to the corrupt and powerful. The forces aligned against Dr. Thomas seek to silence dissent as they promote an intolerable status quo that places the pharmaceutical industry’s profits before children’s health.


“We simply do informed consent,” said Dr. Thomas in summarizing his alternative ethical approach. And for doing what should be done for every child, he has been pilloried in the mainstream press and attacked by the medical establishment. Although he knew that he would be risking his medical career by doing so, he chose to take a courageous stand and fight not only for his own pediatric patients, but for children everywhere whose parents are bullied into complying with a “standard of care” that rejects the need for individualized medicine and informed consent.


Hammond’s work is of vital importance to the nation at a time when Americans are being bribed, sanctioned, and intimidated into submitting to COVID-19 vaccinations despite the absence of data on long-term safety and effectiveness. Every citizen should ask whether it is prudent to accept the dictates of public health authorities who claim the mantle of science and yet persecute those who do real scientific research that does not align with the political agenda of achieving high vaccination rates. Hammond is asking the reader to consider the evidence and question those who seek to sanction those who courageously tell the truth at a time when our nation is starving for honesty and for leaders who will place the interests of the people—and especially of children—above the political and financial interests of the pharmaceutical industry and the corrupt medical establishment.









Introduction


On December 3, 2020, the Oregon Medical Board issued an emergency suspension order to prevent renowned pediatrician Paul Thomas, MD, from seeing his patients by stripping him of his license.


The ostensible reason given by the board for this action against Thomas, who is affectionately known as “Dr. Paul” by his patients and peers, is that his “continued practice constitutes an immediate danger to public health”.


Thomas is perhaps most well known as coauthor, along with Dr. Jennifer Margulis, of the book The Vaccine-Friendly Plan, which provides guidance to parents who want to protect their children from infectious diseases but have concerns about vaccines. The book is a bestseller and at the time of writing is showing a five-star rating from over 1,800 customer reviews on Amazon.


Since 2008, Thomas has practiced pediatrics out of his clinic, Integrative Pediatrics, which is in Beaverton, Oregon, within the metropolitan area of Portland.


The main accusation leveled at Thomas by the state medical board is that he has “breached the standard of care” in his practice by having many patients who are not vaccinated strictly according to the routine childhood schedule recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).


The story the medical board tells is one of a reckless and “bullying” doctor who coerces his pediatric patients’ parents not to follow the CDC’s recommendations and whose gross negligence in this regard has caused harm to children and negatively impacted the health of the community.1


But that’s not the true story.


The true story is that parents have flocked to Integrative Pediatrics precisely because they’ve been bullied, with the state’s approval, by pediatricians in other practices who choose to dutifully serve the bureaucrats in government by compelling parents to strictly comply with the CDC’s schedule.


Parents who did comply and then witnessed their children suffer harm as a result are mocked and derisively labeled “anti-vaxxers” for learning hard lessons from their firstborn children that they then apply to younger siblings by making different parenting choices. (Often, such parents respond to the derogatory label by insisting on being described as “ex-vaxxers,” but government officials and the major media institutions refuse to hear them.)


Parents who do vaccinate their children, but not strictly according to the CDC’s schedule, are also lumped into the group monolithically labeled “the anti-vaccine movement” by apologists for the one-size-fits-all approach of public vaccine policy.


These parents have all been told a million times that vaccines are “safe and effective.” They are well aware of the arguments in favor of vaccinations that we all hear incessantly from government officials, medical professionals, and the mainstream media.


They are also perfectly familiar with the tale of how, in 1998, public enemy number one, Dr. Andrew Wakefield, published a fraudulent study in The Lancet, later retracted, claiming to have found an association between the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine and autism.2 These parents know that numerous studies have since been published that failed to find an association.


They know that, by choosing to dissent from or criticize public vaccine policy, they are placing a target on their back. They know they will be met with disapproval by other members of their own family, accused of being irresponsible parents, scolded, and scorned. They know that they will be viciously attacked by government officials and policy advocates masquerading as journalists, as well as by doctors and other members of their community.3


And yet, despite the bullying and intimidation, they remain unmoved. There is one simple reason for this: they see it as their duty as responsible parents to act in their children’s best interest no matter what societal pressures are placed on them to conform with expected behavior. Consequently, they do their own research, think for themselves, draw their own conclusions, and take a stand to protect their children.


In many cases in Portland, parents who face the scornful intimidation of a routine well-child visit at their pediatrician’s office and still insist on exercising their right to make an informed choice not to vaccinate are told that they must either comply with the CDC’s recommendations or find another pediatrician.4


And, so, they go to Dr. Paul.


With respect to the medical board’s suspension order, Paul Thomas says he knew the moment The Vaccine-Friendly Plan was published that this day was coming. He knew at the time that, because he was challenging the CDC’s schedule and therefore the “standard of care” of the medical establishment, he would be placing a target on his back and risking his career.


But he did it anyway.


Why?


The Oregon Medical Board wants us to believe it’s because he’s a villain who demonstrates reckless disregard and poses a danger to public health. The media have run with that story.


However, what neither the board’s order nor the media has disclosed is that the board’s suspension order was issued just eleven days after Thomas published a study in a peer-reviewed medical journal showing that, among the children born into his practice, those who remained completely unvaccinated were diagnosed at significantly lower rates than vaccinated children for a broad range of health conditions and disorders.


The difference in health outcomes was even more dramatic when Thomas and his coauthor, research scientist Dr. James Lyons-Weiler, looked at cumulative incidence of office visits for given diagnoses rather than incidence of diagnoses alone. This result strongly suggests that his vaccinated patients not only suffer from a higher rate of chronic health conditions, but also that their conditions are more severe, therefore requiring more frequent visits to his clinic.


The study is titled “Relative Incidence of Office Visits and Cumulative Rates of Billed Diagnoses Along the Axis of Vaccination.” It was published in the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health on November 22, 2020.


As Thomas and Lyons-Weiler emphasize in the study, they do not show that vaccinations are the cause of the evidently worse health outcomes among vaccinated children. But what the results of the study do demonstrate to a reasonable degree of certainty is that his unvaccinated patients are healthier than vaccinated children and place less of a burden on the health care system.5


Importantly, this was peer-reviewed evidence that the medical board had asked Thomas to produce to support his practice of vaccinating patients according to the principles of his “vaccine-friendly plan.”


Yet, when Thomas surmounted this challenge by obtaining Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval and publishing the deidentified data comparing health outcomes between vaccinated and unvaccinated children, the board’s emergent response was to suspend his license until further notice “while this case remains under investigation”—and on grounds that are completely belied by the publicly available evidence.6


The real story here isn’t one of a rogue doctor dismissing science and recklessly endangering his pediatric patients by bullying their parents into accepting “alternative” care. The real story is one of a rogue medical board dismissing science and recklessly endangering public health by encouraging pediatricians to bully their parents into strict compliance with the CDC’s schedule and selecting Paul Thomas, MD, to set an example to other physicians of what their punishment will be if they instead choose to respect parents’ right to informed consent.


But that story doesn’t begin in December 2020. To tell the true story and fully appreciate its significance, we need to go back and review the sequence of events that led Paul Thomas to this pivotal moment in his life’s journey.









A Young “Revolutionary” in Africa
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Paul Thomas grew up in the former British territory of Rhodesia, located in southern Africa where Zimbabwe is today (photo courtesy of Paul Thomas).


Paul Thomas was born in Portland, Oregon, on March 27, 1957, but he spent most of his childhood growing up in southern Africa. In 1961, his family moved to what was then the British territory of Rhodesia, which was located where Zimbabwe exists today on the northern border of South Africa.


One of four children of missionary parents, Paul and his family were the only white people living in the village of Arnoldine, where there was no running water or electricity. Paul and his sister Mary were the only white kids in the village school. While living in Africa, his parents also adopted five children.


In 1964, an opposition party named the Rhodesian Front declared independence, and its white leader, Ian Smith, was put in place as prime minister, a position that he held until 1979. The Republic of Zimbabwe was established in the place of Rhodesia in 1980. Smith was born in Rhodesia, but his party opposed any transition to democratic rule, which would mean the end of rule by a white minority. The regime he led was never internationally recognized.


In 1966, when it was discovered that Paul Thomas, who was nine years old, was attending the village school, he was removed to an all-white school in keeping with a policy of apartheid-like segregation. He developed two separate groups of friends: the white kids at the school and the black kids at home. At school, he excelled in academics and sports and was eventually selected as “Head Boy,” an honor given to the top male student of the oldest grade.


In 1968, the breakaway regime held a ceremony to lower the Union Jack and raise the new Rhodesian flag in its place. At school, eleven-year-old Paul was expected to do the same in keeping with his duty as Head Boy. Considering the new government to be an unlawful regime, he courageously refused.


Two years later, Paul began attending high school at Waterford Kamhlaba in Swaziland, which had been established in 1963 as the first multiracial school in southern Africa. Among his schoolmates were daughters of Nelson Mandela, an anti-apartheid revolutionary who would go on to serve as president of South Africa from 1994 to 1999.


Although still a child, Paul Thomas, like Nelson Mandela, was deemed a threat by the powers-that-be. In 1973, at age fifteen, he was arrested by the Rhodesian government for distributing educational materials considered “revolutionary.”









The Path of a Pro-Vaccine Pediatrician
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Dartmouth College Campus Library Building (photo by David Mark, Licensed under Pixabay License)1


In January 1974, Paul Thomas moved to Merced, California, to live with his aunt and uncle. He describes having experienced culture shock upon his return to the United States.


He took a job working as an orderly in a hospital until the fall of that year, when he entered his freshman year at Kalamazoo College in Michigan, where he studied premedicine. In 1975, he went back to California to study at the University of the Pacific, obtaining his Bachelor of Arts degree in biology in 1979. He continued his studies there and was a teaching assistant until 1981, when he obtained his Master of Science degree in biology.


From 1981 to 1985, he attended Dartmouth Medical School, an Ivy League institution in Hanover, New Hampshire, where he earned his degree as a Doctor of Medicine. From 1985 to 1987, Thomas completed the rigorous first two years of internship and pediatric residency at the Fresno location of the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF Fresno).


In 1986, Thomas adopted his first child, Natalie, at birth. His second child, Noah, was born the following year. From 1987 to 1988, Thomas continued his pediatrics residency at the University of California, San Diego (UC San Diego). In 1988, he moved back to Portland, Oregon, and worked as an attending physician at Emanuel Children’s Hospital, where he also taught residents and medical students. In 1991, he married his current wife, Maiya, and in 1993, his third child, Tucker, was born.


That same year, Thomas joined Westside Pediatrics in Portland, a private group practice where he practiced alongside four other pediatricians.


In 1996, Thomas’s fourth child and youngest son, Luke, was born. In 2000, Paul and Maiya became guardians of Aja, a girl the same age as Noah. Three years later, tragedy struck when Thomas’s African sister, Tsitsi, died of congestive heart failure at the age of forty-three. She had moved to New Hampshire after the death of her husband and was the mother of four children: Zanele, an eleven-year-old girl; Themba and Tare, two boys aged twelve and fifteen, respectively; and Rufaro, who had reached adulthood and was attending college in another state. Paul and his wife took them in, bringing the number of children in the family to nine: three biological and six adopted.


“My kids are fully vaccinated, by the way,” Dr. Thomas said in an interview with me. “So, I was still unaware of vaccine risk. This was back—you know, my youngest was born in 1996, and I just hadn’t woken up yet.”


“I come from a background of not being aware of vaccine risk,” he explained. “I come from a background of being very well trained that vaccines are ‘safe and effective.’ I believed it.”


Parents are told to listen to doctors and trust their ostensibly superior knowledge about vaccines, but doctors don’t actually get much education about vaccines in medical school.


As Thomas related, “When you’re in training in pediatrics, you don’t get any training on vaccines while you’re in school other than the diseases for which you vaccinate and how horrible they are and how wonderful it was that we had a vaccine. Alright, that’s the extent of the education that we got in medical school.”


He also said that when you get into residency, you don’t have time to research things in depth on your own: “What you’re learning at that point is learning what to do. You learn protocols, and so when it comes to how to vaccinate, you learn what the Academy of Pediatrics and the CDC want you to do—and that’s what you do.”


He was referring to the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), the trade organization that plays an important role in establishing the CDC’s recommendations as “standard of care” in pediatric practices across the country.


“And honestly,” Thomas continued, “for a long time—and I know most pediatricians still do this—you have the idea in your mind that, ‘How could I, a lowly pediatrician who’s just in training or just out of training—how could I know more than the CDC and the Academy of Pediatrics?’ I mean, these are the best of the best who’ve risen to the top to give us this guidance, right? That’s what we think. Well, that’s what I thought.”


That was before he became aware of the endemic corruption and conflicts of interest that exist within the medical establishment, of which government agencies like the CDC and FDA are an integral part.


That was before he started deeply researching the scientific literature for himself, in keeping with the advice of David Sackett, “the father of evidence-based medicine,” who once quipped, “Half of what you’ll learn in medical school will be shown to be either dead wrong or out of date within five years of your graduation; the trouble is that nobody can tell you which half—so the most important thing to learn is how to learn on your own.”2









The Proven Untrustworthiness of Public Health Officials
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Entrance to the headquarters of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia (Daniel Mayer/CC BY-SA 3.0)1


When it comes to the subject of vaccines, parents across the country are incessantly bombarded with the message that they should not do their own research or think for themselves but instead simply trust public health authorities to determine what is in their child’s best interests.


Parents are told to trust “the science,” which is treated synonymously with whatever it is that public health officials proclaim. The trouble is that what government officials and the mainstream media say science says and what the science actually tells us about vaccines are two completely different things.


This is the reality of which those who do their own research are well aware, but it’s a demonstrable truth that remains completely unacknowledged within the mainstream discourse.


Sometimes the cognitive dissonance within the medical establishment manifests itself glaringly. For instance, while government officials insist on one hand that vaccines are “safe and effective,” it administers a program designed to effectively shift the financial burden for vaccine injuries away from the pharmaceutical industry and onto the taxpaying consumers.


This came about in the 1980s, while Thomas was attending medical school. Vaccine injury lawsuits against pharmaceutical companies were piling up, particularly for the diphtheria, tetanus, and whole-cell pertussis (DTP) vaccine and, to a lesser extent, the oral polio vaccine (OPV), which was responsible for causing every domestic case of paralytic polio in the US after 1979.2


Even though the risk of getting polio from the vaccine had become greater than the risk from the wild virus, and even though an alternative inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) was available, the FDA in 1984 declared that “any possible doubts, whether or not well founded, about the safety of the vaccine cannot be allowed to exist in view of the need to assure that the vaccine will continue to be used to the maximum extent consistent with the nation’s public health objectives.”3 (Emphasis added.)


That neatly illustrates the attitude of public health officials today regarding the risks of vaccination: when the policy goal of achieving high vaccination rates conflicts with individuals’ personal best interests and public health, it is the policy goal that takes precedence.


The way the New York Times tells the story, “anti-vaccination” groups began appearing in the country because parents saw a documentary aired by NBC in 1982 called DPT: Vaccine Roulette, which was “dangerously inaccurate” and falsely “purported” an association between the vaccine—variably abbreviated DTP, DPT, or DTwP—and “seizures”. Due to the irrational and misinformed fears of parents who rejected the science, companies “stopped making vaccines” because it wasn’t worth “the corporate headache.”4


The reality is that parents who were concerned about the safety of the DTP vaccine were not the parents who were ignoring the science but the ones paying attention to it.


Far from their concerns being ungrounded and stories of vaccine injuries being mere “anecdotes,” research was showing that the DTP vaccine was indeed associated with serious harms. The year prior to the release of that documentary, for example, a major study was published in the British Medical Journal (now The BMJ) that found a statistically significant association between the vaccine and “serious neurological illness” such as seizures and encephalopathy.5
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