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It’s Halloween in River Heights! The girls can’t wait to go trick-or-treating and are busy getting their costumes ready. They also can’t wait for the Halloween special of their favorite TV show. They even get the chance to visit the TV studio while the show is being taped! But soon after they arrive, Nancy is spooked. With all the scary noises the Clue Crew keeps hearing and the creepy shadows that seem to be lurking, it seems like the studio is haunted! Is it just Halloween jitters . . . or are there really such things as ghosts?


 


TEST YOUR DETECTIVE SKILLS WITH THESE OTHER CLUE CREW CASES!
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See inside for a free activity
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Is this ghost for real?


The girls were too scared to scream. They were too frozen with fear to run.


“Woof!” Chip barked. She jumped out of Dr. Funk-n-Stine’s arms and ran straight to Nancy.


“G-g-good girl!” Nancy stammered.


She scooped Chip up and ran with her friends out of the TV station. Mrs. Marvin’s car was waiting for them.


“That was him,” George said as they raced to the car. “That was Dr. Funk-n-Stine!”


“He said he would be back,” added Bess.


Nancy hugged her puppy tight. She didn’t want to believe in ghosts. But seeing was believing. And she was pretty sure she had just seen the ghost of Dr. Funk-n-Stine!


Join the CLUE CREW & solve these other cases!


#1 Sleepover Sleuths


#2 Scream for Ice Cream


#3 Pony Problems


#4 The Cinderella Ballet Mystery


#5 Case of the Sneaky Snowman


#6 The Fashion Disaster


#7 The Circus Scare


#8 Lights, Camera . . . Cats!
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This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real locales are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or locales or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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The Halloween Hoax








Chapter One


TV Trouble


“Hey, Nancy,” George Fayne said, cracking a smile. “Your tail is ‘dragon.’”


Eight-year-old Nancy Drew glanced back. The tail of her dragon costume was hanging over the bench and dragging on the floor.


“Dragging. Dragon. I get it.” Nancy giggled.


Bess Marvin reached down to tie her ballet slipper. She was dressed as a ballerina in a pink tutu.


“What could be better than wearing our Halloween costumes four whole days before Halloween?” Bess asked.


The tin cans on George’s homemade robot costume clanked together as she moved. “Wearing our Halloween costumes and being on the Dudley the Science Dude show!” she said.


Nancy high-fived her two best friends. The girls were sitting in a real live TV studio with the rest of their third-grade class. Their teacher, Mrs. Ramirez, had gotten them surprise tickets for Dudley’s special Halloween show. Dudley was a cool scientist who performed awesome experiments on TV.


Nancy looked past the TV cameras and lights at Dudley’s laboratory. The set looked just like it did on TV. The counter was filled with test tubes and microscopes. Jars were stuffed with animal teeth, shells, and rocks. There were maps on the walls and computers with science information flashing on their screens.


“Where is Dudley, anyway?” Andrea Wu complained. Andrea was dressed as Little Bo Peep. Her best friend, Kayla Bruce, was dressed as her sheep.


Quincy Taylor’s caterpillar costume crunched as he wiggled on the bench. “By the time the show starts I’ll be a butterfly!” he groaned.


“Dudley will be here,” Shelby Metcalf declared as she stood up. She was dressed up like Dudley, in a yellow lab coat and blue goggles. “In the meantime—who wants to join my Dudley the Science Dude Fan Club? We’ll meet at my house every week and do one of Dudley’s experiments.”


“The gross ones?” Peter Patino asked.


“For sure!” replied Shelby.


Some hands shot up. Shelby looked at Nancy, Bess, and George. “Don’t you want to join my club too?” she asked.


“Thanks, but we already have a club,” Nancy admitted.


“It’s called the Clue Crew,” added George.


“We solve mysteries,” Bess explained.


“Oh, that!” Shelby smiled as she remembered. “But solving mysteries can’t be as fun as growing a fungus on dirty gym socks!”


“Eww,” Bess said, making a face.


Deirdre Shannon’s pointed princess hat shifted as she tossed her hair behind her shoulders. “How do we know Dudley is a real scientist?” she asked. “He’s probably just an actor who plays one on TV.”


Shelby’s eyes flashed. “Sure he’s a real scientist,” she insisted. “Last week he turned a penny green. An actor can’t do that.”
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