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—INTRODUCTION—





THE VIKING LEGACY




Professional football arrived in the Minneapolis–Saint Paul area in 1961, almost two years after local businessmen Bill Boyer, H. P. Skoglund, and Max Winter were awarded a franchise in the new American Football League. Reneging on its agreement with the AFL in January 1960, the Minnesota ownership group, which also included St. Paul Pioneer Press publisher Bernard H. Ridder and former Duluth Eskimos owner Ole Haugsrud, instead accepted an oﬀer to join the more established NFL as an expansion team, making it the league’s 14th member. After appointing former Los Angeles Rams public relations director Bert Rose the team’s first general manager, ownership considered several candidates for the head coaching job, before ultimately hiring former Rams and Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Norm Van Brocklin on January 18, 1961. Officially named the Minnesota Vikings on September 27, 1960, as a way of paying tribute to the region’s Scandinavian American roots, the Vikings began play in 1961, with Metropolitan Stadium in suburban Bloomington serving as their home venue.




Taking up residence in the NFL’s Western Division, which they shared with the Green Bay Packers, Chicago Bears, Detroit Lions, San Francisco 49ers, Los Angeles Rams, and Baltimore Colts, the Vikings experienced very little success their first three seasons under Van Brocklin, compiling an overall record of just 10-30-2 from 1961 to 1963, before posting the first winning mark in franchise history in 1964, when they finished second in the division with a record of 8-5-1. However, two more losing seasons followed, prompting Van Brocklin to hand in his resignation on February 11, 1967. Less than one month later, on March 7, 1967, the Vikings dealt their most tradeable commodity, quarterback Fran Tarkenton, to the New York Giants for two first-round draft picks and a pair of second-round picks to be made over the course of the next three seasons. Meanwhile, the Vikings replaced Van Brocklin with Bud Grant, who had spent the previous 10 years serving as head coach of the Canadian Football League’s Winnipeg Blue Bombers, leading them to four Grey Cup championships during that time.




With the NFL undergoing further expansion in 1967, it adopted a new four-division setup that featured four teams in each division. Finding themselves competing with the Packers, Bears, and Lions in the Central Division, the Vikings continued to struggle their first year under Grant, compiling a record of 3-8-3 that gave them an overall mark of just 32-59-7 their first seven years in the league. Nevertheless, several players distinguished themselves during the club’s formative years, with Tarkenton, running back Bill Brown, defensive end Jim Marshall, and oﬀensive linemen Mick Tingelhoﬀ and Grady Alderman all excelling at their respective positions.




Things finally began to turn around in Minnesota in 1968, when the Vikings compiled a record of 8-6 that earned them their first division title. Although they subsequently lost to the eventual NFL champion Baltimore Colts in the opening round of the playoﬀs by a score of 24–14, it appeared to be only a matter of time before the Vikings joined the NFL’s elite.




Establishing themselves as one of the league’s dominant teams the following year, the Vikings began an exceptional 10-year run during which they won nine division titles and made four Super Bowl appearances. After losing just two games during the 1969 regular season, the Vikings earned a hard-fought 23–20 victory over the Los Angeles Rams in the opening round of the playoﬀs, before posting a convincing 27–7 win over the Cleveland Browns in the NFL championship game. However, in what turned out to be the final contest played prior to the NFL/AFL merger, the Vikings suﬀered a humiliating 23–7 defeat at the hands of the Kansas City Chiefs in Super Bowl IV.




Rebounding the following year, the Vikings once again finished 12-2 during the regular season, before losing to the San Francisco 49ers in the opening round of the postseason tournament by a score of 17–14. The 1971 campaign followed a similar script, with the Vikings compiling a regular season mark of 11-3, before being eliminated by the Dallas Cowboys in the opening round of the playoﬀs by a score of 20–12.




Having leaned heavily the previous few seasons on their smothering “Purple People Eaters” defense that featured standout linemen Alan Page, Carl Eller, Jim Marshall, and Gary Larsen, dependable linebackers Roy Winston, Wally Hilgenberg, and Lonnie Warwick, and exceptional ball-hawks Paul Krause and Bobby Bryant, the Vikings believed that they needed only to add some oﬀensive firepower to reach their ultimate goal of winning a championship. To that end, they reacquired Fran Tarkenton from the Giants and obtained speedy wide receiver John Gilliam from the St. Louis Cardinals prior to the start of the 1972 campaign. However, even though both players performed well, the Vikings ended up posting a disappointing 7-7 record, failing to make the playoﬀs for the first time in five seasons. But, with the addition of superb rookie running back Chuck Foreman the following year, the Vikings won the division title for the first of six straight times, going 12-2 during the regular season, before laying claim to the NFC championship by defeating Washington (27–20) and Dallas (27–10) in the playoﬀs. However, they subsequently faltered against the Miami Dolphins in Super Bowl VIII, losing to their AFC counterparts by a score of 24–7. Meanwhile, oﬀ the playing field, co-owner Bill Boyer died on February 19, 1973, with his son-in-law Jack Steele replacing him on the team’s board of directors.




Remaining one of the NFL’s most formidable teams from 1974 to 1976, the Vikings compiled an overall regular season record of 33-8-1, en route to winning three more division titles. Yet they continued to come up short in the postseason, losing to Pittsburgh by a score of 16–6 in Super Bowl IX, suﬀering a heartbreaking 17–14 defeat at the hands of the Dallas Cowboys in the divisional round of the 1975 playoﬀs on a controversial last-second “Hail Mary” touchdown pass from Roger Staubach to Drew Pearson, and being thoroughly outplayed during a 32–14 loss to the Oakland Raiders in Super Bowl XI.




The Vikings won the Central Division title again in 1977, a season in which the Tampa Bay Buccaneers became the division’s fifth entrant. However, they stumbled once again in the playoﬀs, this time losing to Dallas in the NFC championship game by a score of 23–6. Although the Vikings gradually revamped their roster during the mid-to-late-1970s, adding talented young players such as quarterback Tommy Kramer, receivers Sammy White and Ahmad Rashad, and linebackers Jeﬀ Siemon, Matt Blair, and Scott Studwell, the core of the team that had experienced so much success for much of the decade had either aged or retired by 1978, resulting in a somewhat disappointing 8-7-1 regular-season record and a 34–10 opening-round playoﬀ loss to the Los Angeles Rams. And, as a new generation of players donned the Purple and Gold, the organization experienced several changes in the front office as well, with team attorney Sheldon Kaplan, general manager Mike Lynn, and John Skoglund replacing Bernard Ridder, Ole Haugsrud, and H. P. Skoglund on the board of directors following the passing of Haugsrud and the elder Skoglund.




With Fran Tarkenton no longer running their oﬀense, and with Alan Page, Carl Eller, and Jim Marshall no longer anchoring their defense, the Vikings subsequently entered into an extended period of mediocrity that lasted nine years. Although the Vikings made three playoﬀ appearances from 1979 to 1987, they compiled an overall record of just 63-73, reaching their nadir in 1984, when they finished just 3-13 under former oﬀensive assistant Les Steckel, who replaced Bud Grant at the helm after the latter stepped down following the conclusion of the previous campaign. Returning to the sidelines for one more year after ownership relieved Steckel of his duties, Grant guided the Vikings to a record of 7-9 in 1985, before retiring for good at season’s end. Having led the Vikings to 12 playoﬀ appearances, 11 division titles, four NFC championships, and a regular-season record of 158-96-5 in his 18 years as head coach, Grant retired with the sixth most wins of any coach in NFL history.




Meanwhile, as the links to the franchise’s glory days continued to disappear, the Vikings abandoned Metropolitan Stadium for the newly constructed Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome in 1982. Located in downtown Minneapolis, the Metrodome, which initially seated 62,220 patrons before later being expanded to a seating capacity of 64,121, remained home to the Vikings for the next 32 years.




Following the retirement of Bud Grant, longtime Vikings oﬀensive coordinator Jerry Burns assumed head coaching duties in Minnesota, guiding the team to a pair of second-place finishes in his first two seasons in charge. In fact, after advancing to the playoﬀs as a wild card in 1987, the Vikings made it all the way to the NFC championship game, before losing to the eventual Super Bowl champion Washington Redskins by a score of 17–10. Continuing to show improvement under Burns, the Vikings made the playoﬀs in 1988 and 1989 as well, although they ended up losing to the San Francisco 49ers in the divisional round of the postseason tournament both years. But, after the Vikings failed to post a winning record in either of the next two seasons, Burns announced his retirement, ending his six-year stint as head coach with an overall record of 52-43 and one division title and three playoﬀ appearances to his credit. During his tenure in Minnesota, Burns also helped oversee the development of several outstanding young players, including wide receiver Anthony Carter, tight end Steve Jordan, oﬀensive tackle Gary Zimmerman, defensive end Chris Doleman, safety Joey Browner, and defensive tackles Henry Thomas and Keith Millard.




With the departure of Burns, new team president and co-owner Roger Headrick hired former Stanford University head coach Dennis Green, who had spent the previous three seasons turning around a struggling Cardinals program. Making an immediate impact upon his arrival in Minnesota, Green led the Vikings to three straight playoﬀ appearances and two division titles from 1992 to 1994, although they failed to advance beyond the wild card round of the postseason tournament each year. The Vikings subsequently finished just 8-8 in 1995, but they made the playoﬀs as a wild card in each of the next two seasons by posting identical 9-7 records. However, they exited the tournament quickly both years, suﬀering a 40–15 defeat at the hands of the Dallas Cowboys in the opening round in 1996, before losing to the San Francisco 49ers by a score of 38–22 in the divisional round the following year, after mounting a memorable fourth-quarter comeback against the Giants one week earlier that resulted in a 23–22 victory.




During the subsequent oﬀseason, ownership of the Vikings passed to billionaire San Antonio, Texas, businessman Red McCombs, who had earlier held stakes in the NBA’s San Antonio Spurs and Denver Nuggets. Following McCombs’s purchase of the team, the Vikings put together a season to remember in 1998, scoring a then-NFL record 556 points, en route to compiling a franchise-best regular-season mark of 15-1. With an explosive oﬀense led by quarterback Randall Cunningham, who earned NFL Player of the Year honors, running back Robert Smith, and star wide receivers Cris Carter and Randy Moss, the Vikings never scored fewer than 24 points in any single game, tallying more than 40 points on four separate occasions. Continuing their dominance in the divisional round of the playoﬀs, the Vikings registered a 41–21 victory over the Arizona Cardinals. However, their quest for the league championship ended abruptly in the NFC championship game, when Atlanta kicker Morten Andersen connected on a 38-yard field goal in overtime to give the Falcons a 30–27 victory.




Although the Vikings failed to attain the same level of excellence the following year, they advanced to the playoﬀs as a wild card after posting a record of 10-6 during the regular season. The Vikings subsequently handled Dallas rather easily in the opening round of the postseason tournament, defeating the Cowboys by a score of 27–10, before losing a 49–37 shootout with Kurt Warner and the Super Bowl bound St. Louis Rams one week later. Led by second-year quarterback Daunte Culpepper, who threw a league-leading 33 touchdown passes, the Vikings captured the division title in 2000 by compiling a regular-season record of 11-5. However, after recording a convincing 34–16 victory over the New Orleans Saints in the divisional round of the playoﬀs, they lost to the New York Giants by a score of 41–0 in the NFC championship game. Making matters worse, star running back Robert Smith, who finished the season with 1,521 yards rushing, announced his retirement a few weeks later, ending his playing career at only 28 years of age.




Dennis Green remained in Minnesota for one more year, leading the Vikings to a disappointing record of 5-10 in 2001, before being bought out of his contract by team ownership prior to the regular-season finale. Replaced by oﬀensive line coach Mike Tice, Green left the Vikings with an overall record of 97-62 in his 10 seasons as head coach, guiding the team to eight playoﬀ appearances and four division titles in the process. Players who flourished under Green’s leadership included oﬀensive lineman Randall McDaniel, defensive tackle John Randle, linebacker Ed McDaniel, and wide receivers Cris Carter, Randy Moss, and Jake Reed.




The hiring of Tice ushered in another period of mediocrity for the Vikings, who posted a composite record of 32-32 under him from 2002 to 2005. Nevertheless, the Vikings managed to make the playoﬀs as a wild card in 2004, defeating the Green Bay Packers, 31–17, in the opening round of the postseason tournament, before losing to the eventual NFC champion Philadelphia Eagles by a score of 27–14 the following week. And during Tice’s tenure as head coach, the Vikings and their traditional division rivals (Packers, Bears, and Lions) became part of the newly formed NFC North in the league’s new four-division alignment (both conferences had adopted a three-division setup following the NFL/AFL merger in 1970).




With Red McCombs having sold the Vikings to a new ownership group headed by billionaire real estate developer Zygi Wilf in May of 2005, the front office allowed Tice’s contract to expire at the end of the year after the team failed to make the playoﬀs. Former Philadelphia Eagles oﬀensive coordinator Brad Childress subsequently assumed head coaching duties, leading the Vikings to consecutive division titles in 2008 and 2009 behind the brilliant running of Adrian Peterson, who earned NFL Player of the Year honors in the first of those campaigns. But, after going 10-6 during the 2008 regular season, the Vikings suﬀered a 26–14 defeat at the hands of the Eagles in the opening round of the playoﬀs. Faring somewhat better the following year after coaxing longtime foe Brett Favre out of retirement, the Vikings won their second straight division title with a record of 12-4, before advancing to the NFC championship game by recording a convincing 34–3 victory over the Dallas Cowboys in their divisional round playoﬀ matchup. However, the Vikings fell just short of winning the conference championship, losing to the New Orleans Saints in OT by a score of 31–28 on a 40-yard field goal by Garrett Hartley less than five minutes into the overtime session.






After the Vikings got oﬀ to a 3-7 start in 2010, Childress received his walking papers, with assistant head coach and defensive coordinator Leslie Frazier replacing him for the season’s final six games. Retaining control of the team for the next three years, Frazier led the Vikings to one playoﬀ appearance but an overall record of just 18-29-1, before being replaced by former Cincinnati Bengals defensive coordinator Mike Zimmer in 2014, the same year that the Vikings temporarily moved into TCF Bank Stadium during construction of U.S. Bank Stadium, which opened in 2016. An enclosed stadium built on the former site of the Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome in downtown Minneapolis, U.S. Bank Stadium, which has a seating capacity of 66,860, has already hosted several notable events in its brief history, including Super Bowl LII (February 4, 2018), the ESPN X Games (July 19–22, 2018), and the NCAA Final Four (April 6–8, 2019).




Since taking over as head coach, Zimmer has improved the fortunes of the Vikings, who have consistently been in contention in the NFC North. After going just 7-9 their first year under Zimmer, the Vikings won the division title for the first time in six years by posting a record of 11-5 in 2015, before losing to Seattle in the wild card round of the playoﬀs by a score of 10–9. Following a disappointing 8-8 finish in 2016, the Vikings tied Philadelphia for the best record in the NFC in 2017 by going 13-3. They then recorded a miraculous 29–24 victory over New Orleans in the divisional round of the playoﬀs, winning the contest on a 61-yard touch-down pass from Case Keenum to Stefon Diggs on the game’s final play. However, the Vikings subsequently came up flat against Philadelphia in the NFC championship game, losing to the Eagles by a score of 38–7. The Vikings failed to make the playoﬀs again in 2018, finishing the regular season just 8-7-1. But they advanced to the postseason tournament as a wild card the following year after compiling a regular season mark of 10-6. The Vikings then ended the Saints’ season once again by defeating them in the opening round of the playoﬀs by a score of 26–20, scoring the game-winning touchdown on a 4-yard pass from Kirk Cousins to tight end Kyle Rudolph 4:20 into overtime. Unfortunately, the San Francisco 49ers subsequently eliminated the Vikings from the playoﬀs the following week by defeating them, 27–10.




Unable to overcome the free agent defection of star defensive end Everson Griﬀen and serious injuries to defensive stalwarts Anthony Barr and Danielle Hunter, the Vikings surrendered 475 points to the opposition in 2020, resulting in a 7-9 record that failed to earn them a playoﬀ berth. However, a return to full health by Barr and Hunter in 2021 figures to bolster the Minnesota defense, which also includes star safety Harrison Smith and standout linebacker Eric Kendricks. And, with quarterback Kirk Cousins, explosive running back Dalvin Cook, and receivers Adam Thielen and Justin Jeﬀerson serving as the centerpieces of one of the league’s more potent oﬀenses, the Vikings seem poised to re-establish themselves as serious contenders in the NFC North. Their next division title will be their 21st. They have also won three NFC titles and one NFL championship. Featuring a plethora of exceptional performers through the years, the Vikings have inducted 20 players into their Ring of Honor, six of whom have had their numbers retired by the team. Meanwhile, 19 members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame spent at least one full season in Minnesota, with 13 of those men wearing a Vikings uniform during many of their peak seasons.




FACTORS USED TO DETERMINE RANKINGS




It should come as no surprise that selecting the 50 greatest players ever to perform for a team with the rich history of the Minnesota Vikings presented quite a challenge. Even after narrowing the field down to a mere 50 men, I still needed to devise a method of ranking the elite players that remained. Certainly, the names of Adrian Peterson, Fran Tarkenton, Alan Page, Carl Eller, Randall McDaniel, Cris Carter, and Randy Moss would appear at, or near, the top of virtually everyone’s list, although the order might vary somewhat from one person to the next. Several other outstanding performers have gained general recognition through the years as being among the greatest players ever to don the Purple and Gold, with Jim Marshall, Chris Doleman, Matt Blair, Chuck Foreman, and John Randle heading the list of other Vikings icons. But how does one compare players who lined up on opposite sides of the ball with any degree of certainty? Furthermore, how does one diﬀerentiate between the pass-rushing and run-stopping skills of defensive linemen such as Alan Page and John Randle and the ball-hawking skills of defensive backs such as Paul Krause and Joey Browner? And, on the oﬀensive end, how can a direct correlation be made between the contributions made by Hall of Fame lineman Randall McDaniel and skill position players such as Cris Carter and Chuck Foreman? After initially deciding whom to include on my list, I then needed to determine what criteria I should use to formulate my final rankings.




The first thing I decided to examine was the level of dominance a player attained during his time in Minnesota. How often did he lead the league in a major statistical category? Did he ever capture league MVP honors? How many times did he earn a trip to the Pro Bowl or a spot on the All-Pro Team?






I also chose to assess the level of statistical compilation a player achieved while wearing a Vikings uniform. I reviewed where he ranks among the team’s all-time leaders in those statistical categories most pertinent to his position. Of course, even the method of using statistics as a measuring stick has its inherent flaws. Although the level of success a team experiences rushing and passing the ball is aﬀected greatly by the performance of its oﬀensive line, there really is no way to quantifiably measure the level of play reached by each individual oﬀensive lineman. Conversely, the play of the oﬀensive line aﬀects tremendously the statistics compiled by a team’s quarterback and running backs. Furthermore, the NFL did not keep an official record of defensive numbers such as tackles and quarterback sacks until the 1980s (although the Vikings kept their own records prior to that). In addition, when examining the statistics compiled by oﬀensive players, the era during which a quarterback, running back, or wide receiver competed must be factored into the equation.




To illustrate my last point, rules changes instituted by the league office have opened up the game considerably over the course of the last two decades. Quarterbacks are accorded far more protection than ever before, and officials have also been instructed to limit the amount of contact defensive backs are allowed to make with wide receivers. As a result, the game has experienced an oﬀensive explosion, with quarterbacks and receivers posting numbers players from prior generations rarely even approached. That being the case, one must place the numbers Daunte Culpepper compiled during his time in Minnesota in their proper context when comparing them to the figures posted by earlier Vikings signal-callers Fran Tarkenton and Tommy Kramer. Similarly, the statistics compiled by Adam Thielen and Stefon Diggs must be viewed in moderation when comparing them to previous Vikings wideouts Ahmad Rashad and Anthony Carter.




Other important factors I needed to consider were the overall contributions a player made to the success of the team, the degree to which he improved the fortunes of the club during his time in the Twin Cities, and the manner in which he impacted the team, both on the field and in the locker room. While the number of championships and division titles the Vikings won during a player’s years with the team certainly factored into the equation, I chose not to deny a top performer his rightful place on the list if his years in Minnesota happened to coincide with a lack of overall success by the club. As a result, the names of players such as Keith Millard and Steve Hutchinson will appear in these rankings.




One other thing I should mention is that I only considered a player’s performance as a member of the Vikings when formulating my rankings. That being the case, the names of standout players such as Gary Zimmerman and Jared Allen, both of whom had many of their finest seasons for other teams, may appear lower on this list than one might expect. Meanwhile, the names of exceptional performers such as Herschel Walker and Dave Casper are nowhere to be found.




Having established the guidelines to be used throughout this book, the time has come to reveal the 50 greatest players in Vikings history, starting with number 1 and working our way down to number 50.











1




—ADRIAN PETERSON—




Adrian Peterson received stiﬀ competition from Alan Page and Fran Tarkenton for the top spot in these rankings, with Page’s nine Pro Bowl nominations, eight All-Pro selections, one league MVP trophy, and status as the greatest defensive player in team annals making him a particularly strong contender. In the end, though, Peterson’s greater ability to take over a game all by himself proved to be too much for Page to overcome. One of the most dominant running backs in NFL history, Peterson gained more than 1,000 yards on the ground in seven of his eight full seasons in Minnesota, topping the magical 2,000-yard mark once. A three-time league rushing champion, Peterson holds every career and single-season franchise rushing record, with his brilliant play leading the Vikings to four playoﬀ appearances and three division titles. Named NFL Player of the Year twice and league MVP once, Peterson earned the additional distinctions of appearing in seven Pro Bowls and receiving seven All-Pro nominations, before being further honored by being named to the NFL 2010s All-Decade Team.




Born in Palestine, Texas, on March 21, 1985, Adrian Lewis Peterson experienced a considerable amount of adversity as a child, losing his older brother at the age of seven when a drunk driver hit and killed him, after previously watching his parents go their separate ways. Learning to deal with his pain through sports, Peterson grew up rooting for the Dallas Cowboys and his favorite player, Emmitt Smith, while also starring for the Pee Wee football team coached by his father, who helped him develop the aggressive running style for which he later became so well known.




Continuing to develop his athletic skills at Westwood Junior High School after his father received an eight-year prison sentence for laundering money for a crack-cocaine ring, Peterson played football and competed in track and field, winning multiple medals in the 100-and 200-meter dashes, triple jump, and long jump. Excelling in multiple sports at Palestine High School as well, Peterson served as a member of the school’s football, basketball, and track teams. Particularly proficient on the gridiron, Peterson rushed for 2,051 yards and 22 touchdowns as a junior, before breaking his own school records the following year by gaining 2,960 yards on the ground and scoring 32 touchdowns, with his fabulous performance winning him the Hall Trophy, presented annually to the best high school player in the nation.
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Adrian Peterson earned league MVP honors once and NFL Player of the Year honors twice during his time in Minnesota.
Courtesy of Mike Morbeck




Subsequently recruited by several major colleges, including Texas, Texas A&M, Arkansas, Miami, UCLA, and USC, Peterson ultimately chose to accept an athletic scholarship to the University of Oklahoma, where he earned First-Team All-America honors and a runner-up finish to USC quarterback Matt Leinart in the Heisman Trophy voting his freshman year by rushing for 1,925 yards, which established a new NCAA freshman rushing record. Plagued by injuries in each of the next two seasons, Peterson failed to perform at the same lofty level. Nevertheless, he still managed to gain 1,108 yards on the ground and score 14 touchdowns as a sophomore, before rushing for 1,112 yards his junior year, with his strong play earning him First-Team All–Big 12 honors for the second and third straight times.




Having rushed for a total of 4,145 yards in his three years at Oklahoma, Peterson decided to leave college early and declare himself eligible for the 2007 NFL Draft. But, just as Peterson prepared to begin a new chapter in his life, tragedy struck again, when he learned the night before the combine that his half-brother had been shot and killed in Houston.




Ultimately selected by the Vikings with the seventh overall pick of the draft, Peterson performed magnificently his first year as a pro, earning Pro Bowl, Second-Team All-Pro, and NFL Oﬀensive Rookie of the Year honors by finishing second in the league with 1,341 yards rushing, 12 rushing touchdowns, and an average of 5.6 yards per carry, while also placing near the top of the league rankings with 1,609 yards from scrimmage and 2,021 all-purpose yards, despite missing two games with an injury he sustained to the lateral collateral ligament in his right knee during a 34–0 loss to the Packers on November 11. Peterson followed that up with six more exceptional seasons, posting the following numbers from 2008 to 2013:








	YEAR

	YDS RUSHING

	RECS

	REC YDS

	YDS FROM SCRIMMAGE

	TDS






	2008

	1,760*

	21

	125

	1,885

	10






	2009

	1,383

	43

	436

	1,819

	18






	2010

	1,298

	36

	341

	1,639

	13






	2011

	970

	18

	139

	1,109

	13






	2012

	2,097

	40

	217

	2,314

	13






	2013

	1,266

	29

	171

	1,437

	11









* Please note that any numbers printed in bold throughout this book indicate that the player led the NFL in that statistical category that year.




Gaining more than 1,000 yards on the ground in all but one of those seasons, Peterson failed to do so only in 2011, when he missed four games due to injury, finishing the year on injured reserve after suﬀering a torn ACL and MCL during a 33–26 victory over the Washington Redskins in December. In addition to ranking among the league leaders in rushing in each of the other five seasons, Peterson annually placed near the top of the league rankings in yards from scrimmage and rushing touchdowns, with his 18 rushing TDs in 2009 setting a new single-season franchise record. Three years later, Peterson ran for the second-most yards in NFL history, with his 2,097 yards gained on the ground leaving him just 8 yards short of the single-season mark Eric Dickerson established in 1984. It later surfaced that Peterson nearly broke Dickerson’s record even though he spent the last few weeks of the season playing with a sports hernia. After being named the winner of the Bert Bell Award as NFL Player of the Year in 2008, Peterson gained recognition as the league’s Most Valuable Player and Oﬀensive Player of the Year in 2012. Meanwhile, the Vikings made the playoﬀs three times, winning the division title in both 2008 and 2009.




Combining size, speed, and strength with tremendous vision, the 6'1", 220-pound Peterson possessed the ability to either run over or away from would-be tacklers. Employing an aggressive style of running, Peterson often used the stiﬀ arm to ward oﬀ defenders, who he typically punished before going down. Extremely deceptive as well, Peterson frequently created running room for himself by spinning, wiggling his hips, or cutting back against the grain. And, once he broke into the open field, Peterson had the speed to break away from opposing defenders.




Impressed with Peterson’s exceptional all-around ability, legendary Cleveland Browns running back Jim Brown commented, “Adrian Peterson, in my mind, is a special talent.”




Deion Sanders expressed his admiration for Peterson’s varied skill set when he said, “He has the vision of a Marshall Faulk, the power of a Terrell Davis, and the speed of an Eric Dickerson. Let’s pray he has the endurance of an Emmitt Smith.”




Former Vikings teammate Darren Sharper also had high praise for Peterson, stating, “You take the best attributes out of all the best backs in the league now—you might even say the best backs in league history—and he has all those things.”




Jon Gruden addressed Peterson’s aggressive running style when he said, “This guy won’t go out of bounds. Every time he carries the ball, he tries to hurt you.”




In discussing the attitude that he brought with him to the playing field, Peterson stated, “I run angry. Football allows me to take out some of my pain on the field. . . . I have the mentality that, if you come in playing not to get hurt, that’s when you’re going to get hurt. So, I play relentless.”




Meanwhile, teammate Toby Gerhart spoke of Peterson’s dedication to his profession, saying, “It’s not just his work ethic, it’s his positivity. He’s always at 100 miles per hour, pushing himself. But he never complains. You’ll never hear him say, ‘I’m sore. I’m tired. My legs feel heavy today.’”




Yet, beneath the surface lay a dark side of Peterson that surfaced in September 2014, when a Montgomery County, Texas, grand jury indicted him on charges of reckless or negligent injury to his four-year-old son, who it accused him of beating repeatedly on the back, buttocks, genitals, ankles, and legs with a tree branch. Although Peterson later described the implement he used as a “switch,” which he claimed his own father used on him as a form of punishment during his childhood, he made no attempt to deny the allegations, resulting in him being placed on the NFL’s Exempt/Commissioner’s Permission list, which required that he “remain away from all team activities.” After accepting a plea deal in early November, Peterson was put on probation, fined $4,000, and ordered to undergo 80 hours of community service. Suspended without pay for virtually the entire season, Peterson ended up appearing in just one game in 2014, rushing for only 75 yards and no touchdowns.




Reinstated by the league office on February 26, 2015, after US District Court judge David Doty ruled on his behalf in the NFL Players Association’s lawsuit against the NFL, Peterson went on to have an outstanding year, earning Pro Bowl and First-Team All-Pro honors by leading the league with 1,485 yards rushing and amassing 1,707 yards from scrimmage. However, the 2015 campaign proved to be Peterson’s last big year for the Vikings. After tearing a meniscus in his right knee during a 17–14 win over the Packers on September 18, 2016, Peterson underwent surgery that kept him out of action for the next three months. Appearing in only three games the entire year, Peterson finished the season with just 72 yards rushing.




Choosing not to exercise the 2017 option on Peterson’s contract that would have paid him $18 million, the Vikings allowed the 32-year-old running back to become an unrestricted free agent, with GM Rick Spielman saying at the time, “Adrian is an important part of the Minnesota Vikings organization. We will continue to have conversations with his representatives and leave our future options open while determining what is best for both parties moving forward.”




Unhappy with how his tenure in Minnesota ended, Peterson later said, “I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t disappointed. After spending 10 years with a team, you would think you would get some type of oﬀer. I talked to Rick Spielman at the exit interviews and he said, ‘How do you feel about coming back?’ I said, ‘I’m open to it.’”




Peterson continued, “The next time I heard from him, he was calling me to say that they signed (Latavius) Murray. . . . They weren’t going to pay me $18 million, but from what I’d done over 10 years, maybe I could have been paid something more reasonable. But those conversations never started at any point.”




Peterson, who left Minnesota with career totals of 11,747 yards rushing, 241 receptions, 1,945 receiving yards, 13,692 yards from scrimmage, 14,120 all-purpose yards, 97 rushing touchdowns, and 102 total TDs, subsequently signed with the New Orleans Saints, with whom he appeared in just four games before being dealt to the Arizona Cardinals. After gaining a total of only 529 yards on the ground with those two teams in 2017, Peterson experienced something of a resurgence with the Washington Redskins the following year, rushing for 1,042 yards, amassing 1,250 yards from scrimmage, and scoring eight touchdowns. Performing well once again for the Redskins in 2019, Peterson gained 898 yards on the ground, amassed 1,040 yards from scrimmage, and scored five touchdowns, before signing with the Detroit Lions just prior to the start of the 2020 campaign. Appearing in every game for the Lions this past season, Peterson rushed for 604 yards, gained 705 yards from scrimmage, and scored seven touchdowns, giving him career totals of 14,820 yards rushing, 17,286 yards from scrimmage, and 124 touchdowns, with the first figure placing him fifth all-time. Peterson has also caught 301 passes, amassed 2,466 receiving yards and 17,702 all-purpose yards, and rushed for 118 touchdowns, which ranks as the fourth-highest total in NFL history. As of this writing, the 36-year-old Peterson has not yet indicated if he plans to continue playing in 2021. Therefore, he may yet add to those lofty totals.




VIKINGS CAREER HIGHLIGHTS




Best Season




Peterson had several exceptional seasons for the Vikings, with the 2008 and 2009 campaigns ranking among the finest of his career. En route to earning First-Team All-Pro honors for the first of four times in 2008, Peterson scored 10 touchdowns, amassed 1,901 all-purpose yards, and led the league with 1,760 yards rushing and 1,885 yards from scrimmage, with his fabulous performance gaining him recognition as the NFL Player of the Year. Peterson followed that up in 2009 by rushing for 1,383 yards, accumulating 1,819 yards from scrimmage, and setting a single-season franchise record by scoring a league-leading 18 touchdowns on the ground. However, Peterson reached the apex of his career in 2012, when he earned NFL MVP and NFL Player of the Year honors by establishing single-season franchise marks with 2,097 yards rushing, 2,314 yards from scrimmage, and 2,314 all-purpose yards, while also scoring 13 touchdowns and averaging a career-best 6 yards per carry.




Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances




Peterson excelled in his first game as a pro, leading the Vikings to a 24–3 win over the Atlanta Falcons in the opening game of the 2007 regular season by rushing for 103 yards and scoring the first touchdown of his career when he took a short swing pass from Tarvaris Jackson and ran 60 yards to paydirt.




Peterson earned NFC Oﬀensive Player of the Week honors for the first time by rushing for 224 yards, accumulating 361 all-purpose yards, and scoring three touchdowns during a 34–31 win over the Bears on October 14, 2007, with his TDs coming on runs of 67, 73, and 35 yards.




Peterson earned that distinction again by rushing for an NFL-record 296 yards, amassing 315 yards from scrimmage, and scoring three touch-downs during a 35–17 win over the San Diego Chargers on November 4, 2007, with the longest of his TD runs covering 64 yards.




Peterson led the Vikings to a 28–27 victory over the Packers on November 9, 2008, by gaining 192 yards on the ground and scoring one touchdown, which came on a game-winning 29-yard run late in the fourth quarter.




Peterson contributed to a 35–14 win over the Arizona Cardinals on December 14, 2008, by carrying the ball 28 times for 165 yards.




Peterson starred in the 2009 regular-season opener, rushing for 180 yards and three touchdowns during a 34–20 win over the Browns, with his longest TD run of the day covering 64 yards.




Peterson led the Vikings to a 27–10 win over the Lions on November 15, 2009, by gaining 133 yards on only 18 carries and scoring two touchdowns.




Although the Vikings lost the 2009 NFC championship game to the Saints by a score of 31–28 in overtime, Peterson starred in defeat, rushing for 122 yards and three touchdowns, the longest of which came on a 19-yard run.




Peterson earned NFC Oﬀensive Player of the Week honors by rushing for 160 yards and two touchdowns during a 24–10 win over the Lions on September 26, 2010, with his 80-yard TD run late in the third quarter representing the longest in the NFL all year.




Peterson rushed for 122 yards and three touchdowns during a 34–10 victory over Arizona on October 9, 2011, earning in the process NFC Oﬀensive Player of the Week honors once again.




Although the Vikings suﬀered a 33–27 defeat at the hands of the Packers on October 23, 2011, Peterson rushed for a season-high 175 yards and one touchdown.




Peterson proved to be the diﬀerence in a 21–14 win over the Cardinals on October 21, 2012, earning NFC Oﬀensive Player of the Week honors by rushing for 153 yards and one touchdown.




Peterson led the Vikings to a 34–24 victory over the Lions on November 11, 2012, by gaining 171 yards on the ground and scoring one touch-down, which came on a 61-yard run.




Peterson starred in defeat against the Packers on December 2, 2012, rushing for 210 yards and one touchdown during a 23–14 Vikings loss, with his TD coming on a career-long 82-yard run.




Peterson earned NFC Oﬀensive Player of the Week honors by rushing for 154 yards and two touchdowns during a 21–14 win over the Bears on December 9, 2012.




Peterson rushed for 212 yards and equaled his career-long run by scoring on an 82-yard scamper during a 36–22 win over the St. Louis Rams on December 16, 2012.




Peterson helped the Vikings clinch a playoﬀ berth in the final game of the 2012 regular season by rushing for 199 yards and scoring two touch-downs during a 37–34 win over the Packers.




Peterson rushed for 140 yards and two touchdowns, in leading the Vikings to a 34–27 victory over the Steelers on September 29, 2013, with one of his TD runs covering 60 yards.




Peterson helped the Vikings forge a 26–26 tie with the Packers on November 24, 2013, by rushing for 146 yards and one touchdown.




Peterson followed that up by carrying the ball 35 times for a season-high 211 yards during a 23–20 overtime win over the Bears on December 1, 2013.




Peterson amassed 192 yards from scrimmage during a 26–16 win over the Lions on September 20, 2015, gaining 134 yards on the ground and another 58 on two pass receptions.




Peterson led the Vikings to a 30–14 victory over the Oakland Raiders on November 15, 2015, by rushing for 203 yards and one TD, which came on an 80-yard run late in the fourth quarter.




Peterson provided much of the oﬀensive firepower during a 20–10 win over the Atlanta Falcons on November 29, 2015, rushing for 158 yards and both Vikings touchdowns, the longest of which came on a 35-yard run.




Notable Achievements






	•Rushed for more than 1,000 yards seven times, topping 1,500 yards twice and 2,000 yards once.


	•Amassed more than 1,500 yards from scrimmage six times, topping 2,000 yards once.


	•Amassed more than 2,000 all-purpose yards twice.


	•Scored at least 10 touchdowns eight times.


	•Scored more than 100 points once.


	•Averaged more than 5 yards per carry twice.


	•Led NFL in rushing attempts once, rushing yards three times, yards from scrimmage twice, rushing touchdowns twice, and touchdowns once.


	•Finished second in NFL in rushing attempts twice, rushing yards once, all-purpose yards once, rushing touchdowns once, and rushing average twice.


	•Finished third in NFL in yards from scrimmage twice, rushing touch-downs twice, and touchdowns twice.


	•Led Vikings in rushing eight times.


	
•Holds NFL single-game record for most rushing yards (296 vs. San Diego on November 4, 2007).



	•Holds Vikings single-season records for most rushing yards (2,097 in 2012), yards from scrimmage (2,314 in 2012), all-purpose yards (2,314 in 2012), and rushing touchdowns (18 in 2009).


	•Holds Vikings career records for most rushing attempts (2,418), rushing yards (11,747), rushing touchdowns (97), yards from scrimmage (13,692), and all-purpose yards (14,120).


	•Ranks among Vikings career leaders with 102 touchdowns (2nd) and 614 points scored (4th).


	
•Ranks among NFL career leaders with 14,820 rushing yards (5th) and 118 rushing touchdowns (4th).



	•Three-time division champion (2008, 2009, and 2015).


	•Seven-time NFC Oﬀensive Player of the Week.


	•Two-time NFC Oﬀensive Player of the Month.


	•Member of 2007 NFL All-Rookie Team.


	•2007 NFL Oﬀensive Rookie of the Year.


	•Two-time Bert Bell Award winner as NFL Player of the Year (2008 and 2012).


	•2012 NFL MVP.


	•2012 NFL Oﬀensive Player of the Year.


	•Seven-time Pro Bowl selection (2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, and 2015).


	•Four-time First-Team All-Pro selection (2008, 2009, 2012, and 2015).


	•Three-time Second-Team All-Pro selection (2007, 2010, and 2013).


	•NFL 2010s All-Decade Team.
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—ALAN PAGE—





Having fallen just short of earning the top spot on this list, Alan Page lays claim to the number two position, edging out Fran Tarkenton for that distinction. One of the greatest defensive tackles in NFL history, Page spent 11½ seasons starring on the right side of the Vikings’ defensive line, never missing a game as a member of the team. Blessed with extraordinary quickness and tremendous anticipation, Page did an exceptional job of applying pressure to opposing quarterbacks, recording the fourth-most sacks in franchise history. Outstanding against the run as well, Page also ranks extremely high in team annals in tackles and fumble recoveries, with his brilliant all-around play earning him nine Pro Bowl selections, eight All-Pro nominations, and one NFL MVP trophy. A huge contributor to Vikings teams that won nine division titles and made four Super Bowl appearances, Page also gained recognition as the NFC Defensive Player of the Year on three separate occasions, before being further honored following the conclusion of his playing career by having his #88 retired, being included on both the NFL Network’s and the Sporting News’ respective lists of the 100 Greatest Players in NFL History, being named to the NFL 100 All-Time Team, and being elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.




Born in Canton, Ohio, on August 7, 1945, Alan Cedric Page learned the importance of education from his parents, revealing that his mother and father insisted that he and his three older siblings always put learning ahead of sports when he said, “Our parents, my mother in particular, were very strong on making sure we got educated. She realized early on that was the key to the only way out to a better life.”




Following in the footsteps of his brother and two sisters, Page enrolled at Canton Central Catholic High School, recalling, “My mother had the perceptions that the education at Central Catholic was better than the public schools. She thought it was important even in the face of paying tuition.”




Developing into an outstanding all-around athlete at Central Catholic, Page starred in multiple sports, proving to be particularly proficient in football, although he never seriously considered pursuing a career on the gridiron. Looking back at his motivation for joining the school’s team, Page said, “My brother did it. Being in Canton, a lot of people played, but it never occurred to me until my brother, a year ahead of me, started playing as a freshman. He did it, so I thought, ‘Why don’t I give it a try?’”
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In 1971, Alan Page became the first defensive player in NFL history to be named league MVP.




The younger Page ended up performing so well that he earned an athletic scholarship to the University of Notre Dame, where he arrived in 1963 feeling a bit uncomfortable. Finding a virtually all-white campus at South Bend, Page took some time to adjust to his new surroundings, which, coupled with his focus on football, prevented him from reaching his full potential in the classroom. Remembering his college days, Page said, “Notre Dame gave me a solid academic foundation, but I was too distracted at the time to discover a love of learning for its own sake, which would only come later.” However, Page experienced no such distractions on the football field, where he excelled at defensive end for three seasons, earning All-America honors as a senior in 1966, when he led the Fighting Irish to a 9-0-1 record and the National Championship.




Selected by the Vikings with the 15th overall pick of the 1967 NFL Draft, Page became a starter four games into his rookie campaign, manning the left defensive tackle position, before being moved to the right side of Minnesota’s defense the following year. Performing well his first year in the league, Page recovered three fumbles and displayed an ability to defend against the run and pressure opposing quarterbacks. Nevertheless, many of Page’s new teammates did not accept him immediately, with Jim Marshall recalling, “When he first came to the Minnesota Vikings, we thought he was a little strange. He had his own ways, and he seemed stubborn. We knew he had a lot of talent, but he didn’t seem like he was gonna’ fit with the group. Alan was sort of a loner type as I recall.”




Paul Krause added, “Alan was a tough person to get to know, and, I don’t know why, but Alan and I got along very well. Some other people didn’t get along with him very well.”




Page, though, soon ingratiated himself to his teammates with his strong work ethic, marvelous instincts, and exceptional athletic ability, with Mick Tingelhoﬀ stating, “It seemed like he caught on to all the plays, and it looked like he had played a few years before. He just stepped right in and took over.”




Establishing himself as one of the NFL’s best defensive tackles in 1968, Page earned the first of his nine consecutive Pro Bowl selections. He followed that up by gaining All-Pro recognition in each of the next eight seasons, being named to the first team six times and the second team twice. Along the way, Page recorded double-digit sacks on six separate occasions, with his dominant performance in 1971 earning him NFL MVP honors, making him the first defensive player in league history to earn that distinction. Looking back on Page’s MVP campaign, Paul Krause commented, “The 1971 season for Alan, it was very unlikely for him to be the most valuable player, but so many good things were happening to him. I mean, he just dominated football.”








Serving as the centerpiece of the Purple People Eaters, the 6'4" Page, who spent his first several seasons in Minnesota playing at close to 250 pounds, employed an unusual three-point stance in which he placed his left, rather than his right hand on the ground. Extremely aggressive, Page preferred to seek out the ball-carrier, rather than wait for him to come to him, saying, “A defensive player should think of himself more as an aggressor, not as a defender. . . . My view of the world was, from the snap of the ball, the goal was to shut the play oﬀ, and, the sooner you get there, the better. And it didn’t have to be particularly spectacular.”




Combining tremendous quickness with good strength and superior intelligence, Page proved to be virtually impossible for one man to block, with longtime NFL announcer Pat Summerall saying, “He was almost unblockable. He was a target that the oﬀensive linemen would look at and, by the time they got to where they had to hit him, he was no longer there.”




Giving credence to Summerall’s assessment, Dallas Cowboys guard John Wilbur stated, “You could never pinpoint the guy. It was like trying to block a ball bearing because he was so slippery and so hard to read. He was so quick. His feet were so quick that he was like a ballet dancer down there on the field. You’d be flat on your stomach and he’d be tackling the ballplayer, and you’d be as embarrassed as heck.”




Also blessed with long arms and great instincts, Page drew praise from Vikings head coach Bud Grant, who claimed, “He had instinct that was beyond the average football player. Alan is a very bright guy and was always interested in why we did things. Not many players ask why, you just say do this. . . . But Alan was more interested in why and how, and it made him a better player.”




Grant added, “His instincts were always good. You’d say, ‘Well, players guess.’ Well, I don’t think that Alan guessed as much as his instincts told him this is where to be.”




Page’s rare combination of physical talent and football smarts enabled him to establish himself as the preeminent player at his position, with former Vikings assistant coach Neill Armstrong saying, “He created havoc. He just exploded oﬀ the ball. Often as not, we’d let him call his own stunt, because he had such a great feel for what was happening. For a defensive tackle to make the plays he made was unheard of. He was unique, an exception to every rule.”




Yet even though Minnesota’s coaching staﬀ greatly appreciated everything Page contributed to the team on the playing field, Bud Grant eventually grew weary of his stubborn, nonconformist nature. Page, who missed parts of training camp to attend law school at the University of Minnesota from 1975 to 1978, often butted heads with his conservative head coach, who he further antagonized by serving as a member of the NFLPA Executive Committee. While serving in that capacity, Page proved to be instrumental in the 1974 labor dispute that canceled the College All-Star Game and led to a brief strike by veteran players during the preseason.




Everything finally came to a head in 1978, when, while training to be a marathon runner, Page trimmed down to 225 pounds, making him less eﬀective at defending against the run. After substituting for Page in short-yardage situations the first six weeks of the season, Grant chose to release him in early October, saying at the time, “Alan can no longer meet the standard he set for himself. He just can’t make the plays anymore. Here is a man we had to take out in short-yardage situations, who was not strong enough to rush the passer. . . . He was not doing his job.”




Page left the Vikings having recorded an unofficial total of 108½ sacks. He also registered 1,120 tackles, recovered 19 fumbles, scored two touch-downs on defense, and appeared in 160 straight games, starting all but three of those.




Signed by the Bears just hours after the Vikings released him, Page spent the next 3½ years in Chicago performing well for one of Minnesota’s fiercest rivals. After recording 11½ sacks in the final 10 games of 1978, Page registered another 28½ sacks over the course of the next three seasons, before announcing his retirement following the conclusion of the 1981 campaign. Ending his career with 148½ sacks, 23 fumble recoveries, 28 blocked kicks, three touchdowns, and three safeties, Page never missed a game in his 15 years in the league, appearing in 218 consecutive contests.




After retiring as an active player, Page briefly dabbled in the media, spending parts of two seasons doing commentary on college football radio broadcasts. However, he soon transitioned into a career in law that led to him eventually becoming a Minnesota Supreme Court justice. Page, who earned a BA in political science from Notre Dame and a JD from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1978, first began practicing law in 1979 at Lindquist and Vennum, a Minneapolis law firm that specialized in labor issues. He also worked in the office of the Attorney General of the State of Minnesota, where he enjoyed great success as a courtroom attorney. But Page assumed a far more prominent role in 1993, when he was elected to the Minnesota Supreme Court as an associate judge, becoming in the process the first African American to serve on that court. Reelected in 1998, 2004, and 2010, Page continued to serve as a Minnesota Supreme Court justice until 2015, when he reached the court’s mandatory retirement age of 70. Now 76 years of age, Page remains active in the Twin Cities community through the Page Education Foundation, which provides financial and mentoring assistance to students of color.




Looking back on his playing career from a rather unique perspective, Page, who entered the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1988 and the Vikings Ring of Honor in 1998, says, “From the day I showed up at football practice, all of a sudden, I was somebody diﬀerent. I got put on the pedestal right away. I liked the attention—who doesn’t? But, at the same time, I didn’t understand it. I struggled with trying to figure out why is this so important to people?”




VIKINGS CAREER HIGHLIGHTS




Best Season




Page stated during an interview with Pro Football Journal many years ago that he likely performed just as well in 1970 and 1976 as he did during his MVP campaign of 1971. Gaining First-Team All-Pro recognition for the second straight time in 1970, Page recorded 10½ sacks, a league-leading seven fumble recoveries and 77 fumble-return yards, and his only interception as a member of the Vikings. Meanwhile, Page registered a career-high 18 sacks in 1976. Nevertheless, 1971 is generally considered to be Page’s signature season. En route to earning league MVP honors, Page recorded 10 sacks, 42 quarterback hurries, and 109 solo tackles, assisted on 35 other stops, and led the NFL with two safeties.




Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances




Page helped anchor a Vikings’ defense that allowed just 41 yards rushing and 133 yards of total oﬀense during a 27–14 win over the Washington Redskins on November 3, 1968.




Page led the defensive charge when the Vikings surrendered just 54 yards on the ground and 119 total yards to the Bears during a 31–0 man-handling of their division rivals on October 12, 1969.




Page combined with teammate Jim Marshall to score a memorable touchdown during a 27–0 win over the Detroit Lions on Thanksgiving Day 1969. After tipping a pass that fell into the hands of Marshall, Page followed his line-mate downfield as he began running toward the Detroit end zone. Then, as Marshall was being tackled, he lateraled the ball to Page, who jaunted the rest of the way for the first touchdown of his career.




Page proved to be a huge factor when the Vikings defeated the Los Angeles Rams by a score of 23–20 in the divisional round of the 1969 play-oﬀs. After leading a goal-line stand at the end of the first half that prevented the Rams from increasing their lead from 17–7 to 24–7, Page intercepted a Roman Gabriel pass in the fourth quarter, which he subsequently returned 29 yards deep into Los Angeles territory, to help set up what proved to be the game-winning touchdown.




Page followed that up by recording a sack of quarterback Bill Nelsen during the Vikings’ convincing 27–7 victory over the Cleveland Browns in the 1969 NFL championship game.




Page scored the second touchdown of his career when he ran 65 yards to paydirt after recovering a fumble during a 24–0 win over the Bears on October 11, 1970.




Page recorded his only interception as a member of the Vikings during a 54–13 rout of the Cowboys on October 18, 1970, subsequently returning the ball 27 yards into Dallas territory.




In addition to anchoring a defense that allowed just 56 yards rushing and 64 yards of total oﬀense during a 19–0 victory over Buﬀalo on October 3, 1971, Page recorded a safety when he sacked Bills quarterback Dennis Shaw in the end zone.




Page turned in arguably the most memorable performance of his career during a 29–10 victory over the Detroit Lions on December 11, 1971, earning in the process NFL Defensive Player of the Week honors for one of three times. Taking over the game all by himself in the second quarter, Page, angered by being called for oﬀsides penalties on consecutive plays, first sacked quarterback Greg Landry, then stopped two running plays for losses, forcing the Lions to punt. Page later punctuated his brilliant performance in the fourth quarter by blocking a punt out of the end zone for a safety. In describing Page’s extraordinary eﬀort, longtime Minneapolis Star Tribune columnist Jim Klobuchar wrote, “He was all over the field. He was uncontainable. I think the best performance I’ve ever seen by a defensive lineman.”




Notable Achievements




	•Never missed a game in parts of 12 seasons, appearing in 160 consecutive contests.




	•Scored two defensive touchdowns.


	•Finished in double digits in sacks six times.


	•Recorded 109 solo tackles in 1971.




	
•Led NFL with seven fumble recoveries and 77 fumble-return yards in 1970.





	•Led NFL with two safeties in 1971.


	•Ranks among Vikings career leaders with 108½ sacks (4th), 1,120 tackles (5th), and 19 fumble recoveries (4th).




	•Nine-time division champion (1968, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, and 1977).




	•1969 NFL champion.


	•Three-time NFC champion (1973, 1974, and 1976).


	•Three-time NFL Defensive Player of the Week.


	•1971 NFL MVP.


	•1971 NFL Defensive Player of the Year.


	•1973 Newspaper Enterprise Association (NEA) NFL Defensive Player of the Year.




	•Three-time Kansas City Committee of 101 NFC Defensive Player of the Year (1970, 1971, and 1974).


	•Nine-time Pro Bowl selection (1968, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, and 1976).




	•Six-time First-Team All-Pro selection (1969, 1970, 1971, 1973, 1974, and 1975).




	•Two-time Second-Team All-Pro selection (1972 and 1976).


	•Seven-time First-Team All-NFC selection (1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, and 1976).




	•Pro Football Reference All-1970s First Team.


	•NFL 1970s All-Decade Second Team.


	•Named to NFL 100 All-Time Team in 2019.


	
•Number 34 on the Sporting News’ 1999 list of the 100 Greatest Players in NFL History.





	•Number 43 on the NFL Network’s 2010 list of the NFL’s 100 Greatest Players.




	•#88 retired by Vikings.


	•Inducted into Minnesota Vikings Ring of Honor in 1998.


	•Elected to Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1988.
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