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Chapter 1 Recipe for Fun


Liz Jenkins was the first to the lunch table. She sat down closest to the cafeteria windows. Outside, there was a large maple tree. Each day, more of its leaves were golden yellow. Liz smiled. Fall was her favorite time of year.

Liz’s friends Marion and Amy sat down next.

“That spelling test was hard,” said Amy. “Wasn’t it?”

It was Friday. Like every Friday, their teacher, Mrs. Sienna, had quizzed them on their spelling words right before lunch.
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“Lots of those words had silent letters,” Marion replied as she unwrapped her bagel. “But I think I got them all.”

Liz nodded. That sounded about right. Marion almost always got 100 percent on spelling tests.
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Ellie was last to the lunch table.

“Did anybody know the bonus word?” Ellie asked them with a frown. “Cornucopia?”

“I did!” Liz replied. “That’s a horn-shaped basket thing. We always put one on our Thanksgiving buffet.”

Liz was the artsy one in her house. So she was always in charge of decorating for Thanksgiving. She filled the cornucopia with small pumpkins and gourds in wacky shapes. Plus some red and green apples for color.
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Liz sighed. She gazed out again at the golden maple tree. She loved everything about fall. The leaves. The weather.

And especially trips to Marigold Lake!

Liz’s family had a cabin there. And that very weekend, Liz’s friends were coming up to stay!

Before long, the spelling test was old news. The girls were excited about their autumn getaway.

“Remember the last time we were all there?” Liz asked her friends. “Roasting marshmallows over the campfire?”
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Ellie giggled. “Remember that stick I thought was a snake?”

“And how I flipped the canoe?” Amy said, blushing a little bit.

“And the baby mice?” Marion added.

“Awwwww,” all the girls said together. They had found several teeny, tiny baby mice in the cabin. But there had been no mama mouse in sight.

[image: Image]

Luckily for the mice, the girls had a safe place to take them. It was their very own animal rescue shelter, The Critter Club. The four of them ran the shelter with the help of Amy’s mom, a veterinarian. Dr. Purvis helped the girls care for the baby mice until they were big enough to be released into the wild.
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“That was a good weekend,” Liz said. “And this one will be too!”

Liz grinned. She had something planned.
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This Thanksgiving, Liz was in charge of making one of the Thanksgiving pies. She had already picked out the flavor: cranberry-blueberry pie with a hint of orange and cinnamon. Liz wanted it to be perfect. So she needed to practice. She was going to start this weekend at the cabin. And Amy, Marion, and Ellie could help.
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