
[image: Cover: A Troll Lot of Trouble, by Andres Miedoso, illustrated by Victor Rivas]


17

Desmond Cole Ghost Patrol

A Troll Lot of Trouble

By Andres Miedoso

Illustrated by Victor Rivas





[image: Image]





[image: A Troll Lot of Trouble, by Andres Miedoso, illustrated by Victor Rivas, Little Simon Trade]






[image: Image]





CHAPTER ONE INTO THE FOREST
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Ah, the forest.

The great outdoors!

Is there anything better than spending time surrounded by trees, grass, flowers, and all that fresh, clean air?

I mean, the forest has everything! There are trails to hike, streams to splash in, and lakes to canoe across, and sometimes there are even cool old bridges that look like they were built a hundred years ago.
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Talk about fun!

Of course, the forest can also be dark and shadowy. And there’s nobody around to help if something goes wrong.

Plus, it’s filled with wild things that love to stay hidden. I’m talking about bears and wolves and foxes, and the creepiest, sneakiest creature of all… squirrels!
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I know, I know. You probably think that’s funny, but let me tell you, squirrels are no joke! One look into those dark eyes proves they’re up to no good.

Ever wonder why they hide in the treetops? So they can rain down acorns on kids.

Kids like me.

But there’s more danger than what’s above you in the forest. What’s under you can be just really icky.
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I’m talking about bugs! Yep. Yucky forest bugs are hiding under rocks, waiting for you so they can scatter out and make you scream like a little baby, even though you know they can’t hurt you. But still. Ugh. They’re gross!

And if squirrels and bugs aren’t around, that means something worse is heading your way… like a skunk. They can make your day stink!
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    I guess that’s the magic of the forest. You never know what you’re gonna find. Sometimes you spot a perfect place for a picnic.

Sometimes you’ll stumble across a horrible troll.

Yep, that’s me, Andres Miedoso. I’m the one flying through the trees holding on to my dad’s drone. If you’re wondering who’s holding the remote, well, that’s my best friend, Desmond Cole.
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And that giant creature with the club that’s trying to smash Desmond? That’s Ohdor. He’s a troll.

I bet you’re wondering how we got here. Well, like a lot of good stories, it all started with a simple walk in the woods.
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CHAPTER TWO LARRY
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One Saturday, Desmond came over to work on our science project about birds. We’d written the paper, but now we needed pictures.

“Where are we going to find all these different birds?” I wondered out loud.

But something told me I should have kept that question to myself.

Desmond snapped his fingers. “I know! The Kersville Forest! It has all kinds of birds!”

[image: Image]

I swallowed hard. “Does the forest also have all kinds of ghosts?”

“Nah,” said Desmond.

“Are there goblins?” I wondered.
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“Nope,” he replied.

“Witches,” I guessed again. “Witches always live in the woods.”

“That’s just in stories,” Desmond said coolly.
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“You’d be surprised where witches really live!”
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I waited for Desmond to tell me about witches, but instead he pointed to our list of birds and said, “Now we need a camera to take pictures and we’ll get an easy A.”

Then he stared at me like I had the answer.

“Don’t look at me,” I said. “You’re the one with all the ghost gadgets. Don’t you have a flying camera hidden up your sleeve?”

“Of course,” Desmond said as he pulled out a flying camera. “But this is for ghosts, not birds. Duh.”
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