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Introduction and Acknowledgments


The Spanish Cockpit is the title of Franz Borkenau’s 1937 book on the flows, the entanglements, and the enfolding/unfolding of the Spanish Revolution for democracy and the Counter-Revolution led by General Francisco Franco. Spain today is again a cockpit – amidst legitimation crises; amidst the precarity engendered by over three decades of neoliberal political economy; and amidst the extension of a transition to democracy. Ironically, a movement for democratizing has emerged in the celebrated post-Franco consolidation of liberal democracy.


Our short book traces the commitment, the élan, and the vision of Los Indignados as a movement of practices and claims for a further Transition on the Spanish road to democracy – a movement called from the future, breaking with the past.


Following Alain Touraine’s sociology of social movement as an institutionalizing leveraging to reorganize the field of historicity, the authors have been keeping up with Los Indignados for these past four years. This movement of “the Enraged” (Indignants) starts in both the 15-M (15 May 2011) occupation of the Puerta del Sol in Madrid and an anti-evictions movement in Catalonia in the wake of the 2008 Great Recession.


We sensed that Los Indignados was a movement redefining practices within a struggle of grassroots municipalismo. These tended to be a decentered and non-totalizing movement for interurban and interregional social pacts, as well as a “plurinational” reframing of the Spanish peoples. Eventually, in 2014, an electorally oriented political arm emerged to coordinate these tides for reinserting/re-embedding a notion of social sustainability for the twenty-first century.


These critical citizens’ practices reveal a genealogy of moral revaluation as reciprocal solidarity of a more sharing economy. A most overused buzzword of the new century is “resilience”: understood as our bouncing back from turbulence, vulnerability, disaster. Somehow the concept of solidarity has been eclipsed, defined minimally as a synonym for the downward-flowing social protection of the state. Social solidarity can be better understood as a resilience bubbling up from below in a new form of social “pact-ing” of Homo reciprocans rather than Homo economicus (see Bowles and Gintis, 1998). This is a form of social pacting that is neither opaque nor exclusive, one not imbricated within a cartelized or corporatist membrane reminiscent of Franco’s Vertical Syndicate, and not sustained in what Juan Linz refers to as the post-Franco minimalist Transition toward democratization. This had been a pacting by a political class (La Casta) of bipartisan political parties (PP, PSOE). The minimalist Transition – obsessed with consensus and forgetting the trauma of the Civil War – has been only a surface dismantling of the Vertical Syndicate, making use of direct government grants to co-opt the trade union movement.


This short book genealogically studies this emerging new phenomenon of bonding connection as a significant new social form and framework of knowledge, creating critical space for institutionalizing leverage. The New Transition recalls Spanish traditions of municipal mutual aid initiatives (1840s–1936) within a confluence strategy of municipalist, interurban, and interregional pacts among the Popular Unity platforms and “Tides” (mareas) associated with the evolving 15-M Indignados movement. The book makes a start at identifying a promising new form of social pacting among what Elinor Ostrom (1990) categorizes as reciprocators (reciproqueteurs), not atomized and isolated entrepreneurs (cf. Ostrom and Walker, 2009).


The book serves both as a political sociology argument and as a sourcebook with an introductory timeline to grasp genealogy, and with an introductory overview of the most significant of the more than 1,000 political parties in 52 Spanish provinces – what Indignados leaders Ada Colau and Juan Carlos Monedero wryly refer to as a “soup of acronyms.”


We have discussed many of the arguments in papers presented at annual conferences of the Conference of Europeanists based at Columbia University, World Congresses of the International Political Science Association, as well as at the University of Chicago, the University of Vienna, and the New York City Telos Conferences. Our ruminations draw upon the continuing stimulation of seminars for over two decades at the Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies at Harvard University. Special note must be made of the inspiring examples in guiding urban movements by Henry Shelton and Carol Shelton of the George Wiley Center in Providence and Frances Fox Piven in New York City.


We have been bolstered by the encouragement of Ramón Cotarelo, Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia, Madrid; Juan Díez Medrano, Universidad Carlos III, Madrid; and Miguel Ángel Ruiz de Azua, Universidad Complutense, Madrid; as well as the many kindnesses and guidance provided by Alain Touraine over the decades starting with his Centre d’étude des mouvements sociaux, EHESS, Paris. A word of thanks to online journals that have provided up-to-the-minute reporting on the unfolding genealogy of Los Indignados: Open Democracy, Left Flank, and Jacobin. For Andrew Buchwalter, Thomas Cobb, William Hutchinson, Edward Markward, Laurence Marlow, Mark Motte, and Irvin Schonfeld, a special note of gratefulness for the sustenance and understanding that enduring friendship brings. For Amy Tibbetts at Rhode Island College and Helen Pardoe at John Hunt Publishing a bouquet of appreciation for help in editing and merging files. Many thanks to Yann Weiner in assuring high resolution of pictures and figures in a digitizing century. And to our patient partners Danielle and Brenda, the biggest thanks of all.


Providence and Zaragoza





Spanish Political Parties (“a soup of acronyms”)






	

	Right






	JONS

	Falange Española de las JONS/Juntas des Ofensiva Nacional Sindicalists (Falangist Party) – last contested elections 2004






	PP

	Partido Popular (Popular Party) – 123 out of 350 Congress seats, 20 December 2015 national elections











	

	Nationalist Right






	CiU

	Convergencia/Unió (Catalan Convergence and Union Party)






	EAJ/PNV

	Euzko Alderdi Jeltzalea/Partido Nacionalista Vasco (Basque Nationalist Party) – 9 Congress seats, 20 December 2015






	CC

	BNG should end with 7/75 “regional parliament”…See RW6 above – 1 Congress seat, 20 December 2015






	DiL

	Democràcia i Llibertat (Catalan Democracy and Freedom) – 8 out of 350 Congress seats, 20 December 2015






	FAC

	Foro Asturias (Asturian Forum) – 8/45 regional parliament






	PA

	Partido Aragonés (Aragonese Party) – 6/67 regional parliament






	UPN

	Unión del Pueblo Navarro (Navarese People’s Union) – 15/50 regional parliament











	

	Nationalist Center






	Junts per Si

	Together for Yes!/Catalan Independence Party – 62/135 regional parliament






	
PRC

	Partido Regionalista de Cantabria – 12/35 regional parliament











	

	Center Right






	C’s

	Ciudadanos (Citizens/Party of the Citizenry) – 40 Congress seats, 20 December 2015






	UPyD

	Partido Unión, Progreso y Democracia (Union, Progress and Democracy Party) – 0 Congress seats, 20 December 2015











	

	Center Left






	PSOE

	Partido Socialista Obrero Español (Socialist Workers Party), affiliated with labor confederation UGT (Unión General de Trabajadores – General Workers’ Union) – 90 out of 350 Congress seats, 20 December 2015






	PDNI

	Partido Democrática de la Nueva Izquierda (Party of the Democratic Left), aligned with PSOE






	GBai

	Geroa Bai (Yes to the Future Party) (Basque) – 9/50 regional parliament











	

	Nationalist Left






	AGE/Anova

	Alternative Galega de Esquerda (Galician Alternative of the Left) – 6/75 regional parliament






	Amaiur

	Amaiur/Ezker Abertzala (Basque Nationalist Party)






	BNG

	Bloque Nacionalista Galego 7/75 (regional and national parliament)






	Catalonia Sí que es Pot!/En Comú Podem






	

	Catalonia Yes We Can! Modeled after Barcelona en Comú. Composed of Podemos, ICV: Initiative for Catalonia Greens, and EUiA: United Alternative – 11/135 regional parliament






	CHC

	Chunta Aragonesista (Aragonese Union)






	Compromís

	Coalició Compromís (Valencia Commitment Coalition), aligned with Podemos – 1 Congress seat, 20 December 2015 national elections and 4/33 regional parliament






	CUP

	Candidatura d’Unitat Popular (Popular Unity Candidacy for Catalonia) – 10/135 regional parliament






	ERC

	Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya (Republican Left of Catalonia)






	ICV

	Iniciativa per Catalunya Verds (Initiative for Catalan Greens)






	I-E

	Izquierd-Eskerra/Plataforma Navarra por el Cambio – S2/50 regional parliament






	IzAb

	Izquierda Abierta Madrid/Open Left (Gaspar Llamarzes) within Izquierda Unida de Asturias











	

	Left






	AeC

	Ahora en Común/Confluence (Now in Common/Confluence), renamed Unidad Popular (Popular Unity) – 2 out of 350 Congress seats, 20 December 2015






	(A)

	Anarkosindikalismoa (Anarchosyndicalists), affiliated with the syndicalist-oriented CNT (Confederación Nacional Trabajo)






	eQuo

	Equo/Confederation of 30 Spanish Green Parties, aligned with Podemos – 3 out of 350 Congress seats, 20 December 2015






	IU

	Izquierda Unida (United Left), successor to PCE/Plural Left – 2 out of 350 Congress seats, 20 December 2015 (Izquierda Anticapitalista, formerly Espacio Alternativo).






	PCE

	Partido Communista de España (former Spanish Communist Party), affiliated with CC.OO. (Confederación Sindical de Comisiones Obreros – Workers’ Commissions)






	
PCE (r)

	Partido Communista de España (Reconstituido) (Spanish Communist Party Reconstituted)






	(P)

	Podemos (Yes We Can!/Circles), aligned with En Comú Podem – 69 out of 350 Congress seats, 20 December 2015 (41 purely Podemos)
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Encountering Eruption: Tides of Social Insertion




The writing on the wall: “No hay pan para tanto chorizo.”


(There is not enough bread for so much pork.)





Spain has witnessed in the wake of the economic crisis of 2008 what Henri Lefebvre would call an “eruption” of liminal spaces of possibility, new spaces of social insertion, new spaces of self-spreading flows of new elective affinities. These are spaces of a new becoming. First, there is disaffection from the political class and financial elites complicit in the post-Franco Transition State constituted by the Moncloa Pacts of October 1977. Second, there are rights claims that characterize a new sense of the “social” (cf. Donzelot, 1984; Castoriadis, 1978; Castel, 1995): a sense resisting the statist rhetoric of social protection and the “social washing” of professional spin masters.


The authors first met in Madrid in the summer of 2012, sharing in the 15-M movement occupying the Puerta del Sol as well as other central plazas in other major Spanish cities, and finding remarkable Ada Colau’s anti-evictions movement in Catalonia. Since then, we have been daily witnessing and studying the unfolding of a movement redefining practices within a struggle of grassroots municipalism. A moving – as Colau notes – from “occupy to planning democracy in Spain.” That movement is decentered and non-totalizing in the resilience of its interurban and interregional social “pact-ing,” and its plurinational reframing of the Spanish peoples.


For the 15-M movement and the PAH: Plataforma de Afectados por la Hipoteca (Platform for People Affected by Mortgages), there is a perceived manifest decline in trust in the politicians of the Transition State as well as in the financial services industry, turned to for triggering a mirage of sustainable economic growth. Spurred by Stéphane Hessel’s 2010 pamphlet-style call to action, Indignez-vous!, this is the outrage of a lost generation.


They are Los Indignados: cut off and massively unemployed youth – cut off from the circuits of capital accumulation, workplace habitus, and the pillars of social democracy. The outraged grandchildren of the Spanish welfare state confront the complicity in, and culpability for, the austerity policies provoked by the bursting of the 1992–2007 credit bubble economy, itself generated by the investment algorithms of financial market actors and credit rating agencies.


The Outraged represent alternative experienced forms of life within what Gilles Deleuze refers to as horizontal and rhizomatic networks. Therein these new spaces are fugitive flashes of a prefigurative reciprocal solidarity – apart from Emile Durkheim’s functionally differentiated organic solidarity. These flashes are glimmers of a fugitive intersubjectivity taking control of possibility, rather than some totalizing remaking of society.


The Indignados recall André Gorz’s meditation on 1968: Farewell to the Working Class. They are the actualization of Gorz’s prescient sensing of a coming precarious non-class in a farewell to the middle class.


The Transition State was not a revolutionary break with the past, but a further evolution of Francoism through a series of negotiated pacts acknowledging and warranting the rights of opposition. After Franco, Adolfo Suárez – in guiding the Moncloa Pacts – sought an increased pluralism with a restricted state. This was actually concertation rather than statist corporatism of the Catholic chambers legacy. These were not “social pacts” but political pacts involving political party elites consulting with their constituents in emergent so-called civil society associations (Pérez-Diaz, 1993). Yet Suárez sought to eliminate Marxists from the economic ministries, and business elites. He resisted the possibility of the state executing any form of socialist economic program (Encarnación, 1997: 409). For critics like Ramón Cotarelo et al. (2015: 167-71, 176) and Juan Carlos Monedero (2011), these were not pacts to rupture with the past, but a recursive return to a path along el Camino Real, a veritable Bourbon Restoration, if not its persistence. Such a new fashioning of a persistent form was accepted so long as benefits were capable of being provided to so many.


A consolidation of the young Spanish democracy seemed achieved with the victories of the Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) under Felipe González, first in October 1982, followed by wins in 1986, 1989, and 1993, and accession to the European Economic Community, soon to be renamed the European Union (EU). However, González would mine the cult of personality (personalismo), a staple of Spanish political culture. And Felipismo became easily entangled in the recurrent paths of corrupt cronyism of regime-supporting family networks. By 1987–8, hope for a more German social partnership form of concertation (see Lehmbruch, 1998) – of a state with civil society associations – broke down as González’s PSOE-led government divorced itself from the UGT (Unión General del Trabajo) and its call for a general strike (Encarnación, 1997: 413).


Like Gerhard Schroeder’s SPD in Germany and Blair’s New Labour in Britain, González’s PSOE adapted to the embeddedness of neoliberalism in the global political economy. In the three years after 2008 – the last three years of the government of the next PSOE prime minister, José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero – there were difficulties in evoking a sense of institutional trust. Zapatero and his government’s austerity policies would be seen as responding less to the social rights achievements of his party, and more to the demands and interests of transnational economic actors, and especially the Troika of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and both the European Commission and European Central Bank (ECB) within the EU.


Cascading legitimation crises buffeted Spain: the crisis of stagnant wages of the middle class; the crisis of rapidly expanding inequality; the crisis in sustaining the welfare state; the crisis of continued low economic growth; the crisis of the decline in labor unions’ power and capability; the failure of the education system to adapt to technology and market needs; and the crisis of the Transition State’s credibility itself. The discredited Transition State’s difficulty in evoking institutional trust had become a significant causal factor.


What has been revealed is a strategy of Confluence of disaffection, legitimation claims, and collective identity. Los Indignados is not some prefigurative moment or early stage in the coming of a political party called Podemos (Yes We Can!). It is a movement of municipalist and interurban platforms and cooperative projects that become aligned with an anti-eviction movement, and a movement of over 50% youth unemployment (the Precariat).


What is constituted discursively is what Charles Tilly (2008) calls a trust regime wherein there is an imaginary framework with which to reconfigure institutional practices. This Confluence can be understood as a social ontology of what William Connolly (1987: 157–60) refers to as articulated “discordances in the unities we seek.” This antagonistic discordance is discerned as a feeling of righteous breaking-off and provocative counterpoint to the referents, rhythms, and resonance of the post-Franco Transition State. The Confluence is a diffuse and multiscalar reconfiguring of spaces with transversal negotiations and projections. It can be understood as the Plural Social Subjects of Rights, rather than the time-honored Marxist Social Subjects of Rights, bearers of rights claims rather than bearers of structural forces and supports. The Confluence involves a social pacting from the bottom up. It swells, overflows, and displaces the limits of the Transition State. The social pacting among the diverse movements is a complementary institutionalizing – not just some overlapping consensus. Mutual emancipatory purposes are pursued in a reinforcing and sustaining manner.


The Indignados movement of Confluence against a perceived unrepresentative and unresponsive Transition State amounts to more than effervescence. It is the conflating – bringing together – of the legitimation claims of Social Subjects of Rights: on the one hand, contesting and intent on remaking the field of power relations; and on the other, manifesting an unfolding emergent intersubjectivity of mutual assistance. There is a reciprocal willingness to share in the responsibility of adapting to, pooling, and managing risk and vulnerability. Flesher-Fominaya (2015a, 2015b, 2015c) notes that the tides of social insertion – for example, in Madrid, Barcelona, Galicia, Valencia, and Aragon – make possible new types of credit pools and mutual enterprises.


The movement for a socially pacted democracy in Spain is a broad signifier foreshadowing a more confederal frame of thinking which can imaginatively anticipate and project a more flexible institutional architecture for a polycentric and plurinational Spain. It is one where citizens weave themselves together into a confederated cooperative meshwork wherein legitimation claims/rights claims can be leveraged for bargaining, as Frances Fox Piven (1977, 2008) reminds us. It is an unfolding/enfolding revaluation of meanings and commitments, initiating and opening up learning spaces, and even evolving into a permanent institutionalizing presence; a movement in reaction to perceived social looting that first builds connections, then elective affinities and popular assemblies, and then mutually organized alternatives.


This is a resilient movement of mutual assistance grounded in a new form of social pacting, no longer imbricated in either a cartelized Franquist husk or a social partnership subverted by González’s accommodations with neoliberalism. It amounts to a co-production and insertion of the social as a mutually referential network of mutual assistance, autonomous interdependencies, and social media platforms – what the Indignados refer to as the “Tides of Social Insertion.” These are interlinked movements grounded in a new kind of pacting, a hybridized one that is more horizontally constituted and transversally negotiated across the scales, resisting the assujetissement (subjectification) of neoliberal dispositions and frames of thinking. Beyond resisting, theirs is an effort to scale up the sharing of local initiatives of social assertion and social insertion.


Social insertion is understood as a new form and as a new space:




• It is understood as an embodied form of knowledge, and as a new mediated form of politics: an ensemble of new interpretive frames embedded and lodged both alongside and within a new Transition State. Thus, Indignados is a movement constituted by its own asserted and inserted social frameworks of knowledge and their signifying meaning.


• It is also understood as a new social space of possibility: a space of flows, a new moral economy, a new political ecology of social praxis. This is an imaginatively created symbolic space for posing and trying alternative forms of life: new discursive opportunities, new manners of speaking, new participation codes, and, most importantly, new trust networks (Flesher-Fominaya, ibid.). Trust-producing resources provide the “glue” Peter Marcuse (2011) sees as vital in holding together the Movement for Social Insertion: resources that are regenerated as bonds, as shared values and norms, and as realized new capabilities.





In leveraging and scaling up movement initiatives and mobilization, the Indignados made use of social media online platforms – engaging in what is becoming known as “platform politics” in the trust network they had been building for the “horizontal democracy” (horizontalidad) they proclaimed. These complemented institutionally the movement’s horizontalist/heterarchical assemblies of deliberative democracy – or “circles” (circulos) as Podemos would call them and make part of their brand. Interface was now digitally intersubjective as well as eye-to-eye discursively intersubjective. This was especially so in the early years of PAH and the municipalismo revival.


Digital interface between laptops, smartphone devices, and their programs became a new point of conjuncture, and an expansion of spatial capability and autonomy in the development and dispersion of prefigurative movement conceptions, designs, rallies, and occupations. This amounts to spatial reorganization – in varieties of “parallel spaces”: the development of new alternative infrastructures of political communication and the production of social learning. Network nodes were not centrally coordinated; they were becoming increasingly decentered/decentralized. Trust networking – increasingly called “paranodality” – involves more than a single dominating code.


This is the making use of a new disposition to blog contentiously: asserting legitimation in rights claims; redrawing space and boundaries; renegotiating relations with the state. Blogging diarists become activists to persuade co-producers of the social reassertion/insertion in mutually referent networks. Confluence of tides is grounded in digitally empowered public space where sustainable community-based organizations are devised and put into effect with a more socialist than capitalist sense of a shared economy – a sensibility grounded in solidarity-based exchanges and networks. Economists in the Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics (SASE) have come to brand this new form as sustainable community movement organizations (SCMOs).
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Timeline of Tides of Social Insertion and Confluence


February 2009 – In Barcelona, Ada Colau helps form Plataforma de Afectados por la Hipoteca (Platform for People Affected by Mortgages) with a “Stop Evictions” campaign which spreads to 150 branches throughout Spain. By the autumn of 2014 this movement has prevented 1135 evictions in Spain and evolves into a more encompassing assembly-based citizens’ platform entitled Guanyem Barcelona (Let’s Win Back Barcelona), and in the spring 2015 municipal elections as Barcelona en Comú (Barcelona in Common) as a “Popular Unity” electoral coalition.


January 2011 – In the wake of the sweeping overhaul of labor market rules by Rodríguez Zapatero’s government, designed to reduce unemployment and revive the economy by flexing up labor law, a call goes out from the syndicalist labor confederation UGT and the communist CCOO. for the first general strike in a decade. Mass demonstrations break out in Madrid, Galicia, Catalonia, and the Basque country.


February 2011 – Users of social networks create digital citizens’ platform Democracia Real YA! (Real Democracy Now!) to resist Rodríguez Zapatero’s PSOE-based government’s attempt (La Ley Sinde) to shut down web pages with links or downloads from copyrighted material.


15 May 2011 – Hundreds of thousands of citizens take to the plazas of Spain’s cities to protest against cutbacks in the welfare state imposed by the Troika of the International Monetary Fund, the European Commission of the EU, and the European Central Bank of the EU, and implemented like an intendent by the ostensibly social democratic government of Prime Minister Rodríguez Zapatero. They then begin to camp out in the squares in settlements, called acampadas, staying on and on. A movement called 15-M quickly spreads through social media/information and communication technologies (ICTs) being used as crucial instruments of political deliberation and coordination. By the end of 2011 upwards of 7 to 8 million participate in the protests.


21 May 2011 – Throughout the occupied plazas, demonstrators perform the “Mute Scream” of protest followed by cheers and applause.


20–25 May 2011 – Indignant People’s March begins throughout Spain, heeding the call to walk to Madrid and meet at the Puerta del Sol. Polls show 70% of Spaniards support the demonstrations and marches.


27 May 2011 – The Barcelona City Council attempts to clear the Plaça de Catalunya for the Champions League title football match between FC Barcelona and Manchester United.


23 July 2011 – Indignant People’s March reaches Madrid and converges in eight columns, collapsing entrances into Madrid where they are joined by sympathizers. Their experiences are recorded in “The Book of the People.”


17 September 2011 – “We are the 99%” slogan emerges.


3 October 2011 – “Occupy Together” website emerges along with “Occupy Our Homes,” “Occupy Our Freedoms,” and “Occupy Our Mines.”


20 November 2011 – The conservative Partido Popular (PP) wins the general elections, achieving an absolute majority. A good part of the population still dreams of the glorious years of spectacular economic growth from José María Aznar’s conservative government (1996–2004: “the economic miracle”). The incoming government approves 20 decrees over the first six months and 29 in 2012 (more than any other government in democracy).


April 2012 – The European Court of Justice in Luxemburg rules that Spanish mortgage laws contravened EU directive.


May 2012 – Asturias coal miners demonstrate, begin industrial action, and march on Madrid. First anniversary of the 15 May occupations.


2012–13 – The Mareas (Tides of Change) demonstrations on matters beyond wage issues, organized by citizen assemblies and platforms: marea blanca (white tide) against government health services cutbacks; marea verde (green tide) of elementary and secondary school teachers; marea roja (red tide) focusing on the unemployed; marea violeta (violet tide) against sexist violence and the the recently approved most restrictive European Union law on abortion; and marea azul (blue tide) against privatization of water. Brought together as Marea Ciudadana (Citizens’ Tides) in a coalition of 350 organizations – from health groups to trade unions to youth groups – mobilizing hundreds of thousands against policies of privatization and austerity, Citizens’ Tides pushes for an audit of Spain’s national debt under the slogan “We don’t owe. We won’t pay.”


16 January 2014 – Podemos (Yes We Can!), a political party, is founded, dedicated to the commitments and objectives of the Indignados movement. Its major leaders and manifesto signees include Pablo Iglesias, Juan Carlos Monedero, Iñigo Errejón, Carolina Bescansa and Teresa Rodríguez. Many are political science and law professors from the Complutense University of Madrid. Monedero and Errejón have worked with the Pink Tides of revived socialism in Latin America. Iglesias completed a PhD dissertation on the anti-globalization movement emerging at the World Trade Organization summit in Seattle in 1999.


22 March 2014 – Marcha por Dignidad (March for Dignity) – an anti-austerity demonstration soon to be called M-22 – demanding “no more cuts” and including many 30-year-olds as well as 60-and 70-year-olds swarms the Puerta del Sol with close to 200,000 marchers.


18 May 2014 – A film about Spain’s lost generation of unemployed youth, Hermosa Juventud (Beautiful Youth), directed by the acclaimed Jaime Rosales, premiers at the Cannes Festival and is awarded Ecumenical Jury Special Mention.


25 May 2014 – Five Podemos Members of the European Parliament are elected and nets 8% of the national vote.


14 July 2014 – CIS quarterly survey shows Podemos surpassing PSOE as the second most popular political party in Spain.


2 November 2014 – El Pais poll puts Podemos in first place in approval ratings with 27.7%, over 26.2% for PSOE, and 20.7% for the ruling Popular Party. 22.2% indicate a “direct intention to vote” the same way, double the percentage for each of the other parties.


15 September – 15 November 2014 – Podemos holds a month-long Citizens’ Congress to determine party policy and resolutions to adopt. The Congress brought together representatives in person and online from grassroots assemblies called “circles” that had blossomed all over Spain since the 2008 financial crisis and the 15 May 2011 occupations. Podemos decides not to stand directly in the March and May 2015 municipal and regional elections, and instead to support local grassroots candidates from Popular Unity platforms such as Ahora Madrid (Now Madrid) and Barcelona en Comú (Barcelona in Common). Policy positions included restructuring Spain’s government debt of 1 trillion euros; tighter corporate regulation; a universal basic income; and opposition to the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Pact between the EU and USA on the grounds that the pact threatens labor shares and will create job losses, while making it even harder for individual governments to regulate transnational corporations which would be subject to investor/state displacement requiring settlement arbitration beyond borders. It was decided to set up a Committee of Guarantees to guard procedures and protocols, and a 62-person Citizens’ Council. A contest between the two contending platforms for leadership of Podemos emerged. Sumando Podemos (Summing Up We Can), led by recently elected MEPs Teresa Rodríguez, Pablo Echenique, and Lola Sánchez, argued for a collective leadership. Claro Que Podemos (Of Course We Can), led by Pablo Iglesias, Iñigo Errejón, Juan Carlos Monedero, and Carolina Bescansa, argued for a single general secretary with a supporting team elected as a whole, a Citizens’ Council composed of 87 members. Claro Que Podemos wins with 80.9 %, compared to Sumando Podemos with 12.3 %. Iglesias is elected General Secretary.
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