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    This was one of the many cutthroat that fell for the same yellow Charlie Boy Hopper. I try to design flies that are durable so I can spend more time fishing than changing flies.
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    Every fly you tie will open your eyes to new techniques and materials … if you let it.


  




  Sitting down at the vise, while sometimes a chore, is more often an escape for me into a realm of development and creativity. Each day spent on the water is not only a hunt for fish but also a hunt for the perfect fly. Anglers are always looking for flies that float better or sink faster, last longer, or combine more attractive attributes, and I consider it my job to search these things out. Some fly tiers can sit down and develop a fly to match a particular hatch or insect stage from start to finish in a few hours or days, but this is rarely the way things happen for me. I am experimenting endlessly, and the ability to recognize a single useful facet of any of-the-wall bug that falls from my vise is one of my favorite tools. I am engulfed by the “what-ifs” and “how-coulds” of fly tying. What if I use this material to make a body rather than a wing? What other applications might this material be good for? Questions like this keep me tying and experimenting in the quest for an answer to a question that may have never been asked.
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    When you fill up a fly box, the best course of action is to buy another and start filling it up too.


  




  In this new book, I will be covering the patterns that I have developed over the past decade or so, walking through the step-by-steps with as much detail as I can get away with. I have purposely made these tutorials a bit (but just a bit) more succinct than those in my Basic Fly Tying book in the hopes that I (and you) will be able to move forward from those basic techniques and branch out more into the development of patterns and the thought processes behind them. The techniques in this book are a bit more advanced than those in Basic Fly Tying, and I hope that this book will improve your skills. I have always considered myself more of a “technique” kind of guy rather than one ruled by pattern, and I hope that the patterns I show here will adequately highlight the methods to tie them. It doesn’t matter if you live and fish in the northern, southern, eastern, or western United States; the patterns herein will produce fish for you, and the techniques will help you tie patterns of your own creation. My goal in this book is not to popularize my own patterns, but rather to show new techniques and how I develop my ideas.




  As you will see, very few of the flies presented here were developed individually; instead they’re part of a body of work with common themes throughout. For instance, the Jujubee Midge and Jujubaetis are obviously close relatives. The technique of wrapping the abdomen with Superhair was perfect for creating a slim-bodied midge with smooth segmentation and transferred beautifully over to creating the tapered abdomen of a Baetis nymph. Adding in a final body-shaping overcoat of epoxy to the Jujubaetis series separated the patterns further, yet the common lineage remains clear. The fact that the ragged nature of the Mugly Caddis is present in the Caddistrophic Pupa is no accident either, in spite of my own proclivities to tie neat, clean flies. Sometimes ragged is called for, and I am getting better at letting it sneak in where appropriate.




  My fly design aesthetics revolve around durability and problem solving. I like flies that hold together just like everyone else, but to me durability also involves some utilitarian features as well—dry flies that float longer and better require less maintenance. Functional features like these are every bit as important to me as how a fly looks. Weighted nymphs that can retain a slim, accurate profile sink more quickly and stay in the strike zone longer, keeping me from having to constantly fiddle with additional weight on my leader. Let’s face it—lots of flies will catch fish. Well-designed flies do it over and over again in a variety of circumstances.




  I also strive to tie my flies well. Aside from being durable, well-tied flies are repeatable. Mastering the techniques to tie any given pattern allows me to tie more of them that are exactly the same. I know many tiers and fishermen who pick through their flies looking for a “good one.” Sloppy variations are not acceptable to me, and when I lose a fly in a streamside bush or on a rock, I want to reach back into my fly box and pick out another just like it. This nonsense of the “one fly that worked then I lost it” drives me nuts. Consistency comes from practice. Tie lots of flies and don’t be satisfied with adequate.




  I have spent a lot of time explaining the thought processes that went through my head as I developed each of these patterns. I hope this will encourage you to take a look at your own tying and to learn to keep your eyes open for problem-solving opportunities. Some of my flies have a good story behind them; others just happened to fall into place. But none of them came easily or without at least a bit of tweaking.




  New tying techniques and uses for materials are as much a part of my tool box as are feathers and fur. I am lucky to have stumbled upon as many new tricks and techniques as I have over the years, and while they often are the results of what I like to call “happy accidents,” I think that experimenting and tinkering leads to far more discoveries than simply tying standard patterns. Every fly I tie is a chance to discover a new twist or develop a different technique or application, no matter how mundane the pattern. The ability to keep my eyes and mind open to these developments has served me well over the years.




  I am not yet at the level of great fly-tying minds like John Barr and Mike Mercer who can depend on the exclusive use of their own patterns to match nearly any insect they might encounter. While I do prefer to use my own patterns, using others’ flies often helps spur my own creative process. Determining a weakness or room for improvement in a pattern is something on which I pride myself, and I often consider much of my tying to be more of pattern improvement than solely development.
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    Well armed for a day fly fishing. While I do prefer to use my own patterns, using others’ flies often helps spur my own creative process.


  




  That being said, nothing makes me happier than stumbling upon a truly new pattern, although in this day and age it is really tough to come up with anything that honestly fits the description.




  ly tying is a simple collection of techniques, and given enough time and practice, anyone can become adequate. What separates adequate tiers from really good ones is the ability to solve a problem. Sometimes, the hardest part is recognizing the problem in the first place. The first thought in my mind with every fly I fish or tie is, how can I make it better? It doesn’t matter if the pattern is one of my design or a common everyday favorite. The quest for “better,” if not “perfect,” is what keeps me twisting thread around a hook.




  Simple variations on a theme generally don’t work any better than the original, but if you can change something in a pattern to make it more durable, more accurate, or fish better, then you are really onto something. Take the ubiquitous Pheasant Tail Nymph. While it is a wonderfully popular pattern with an accurate mayfly nymph profile, it is, unfortunately, not very durable. Its saving grace is that it is cheap and easy to tie, so if it comes apart after a few fish, you can simply replace it. Creating a more durable fly that has the same kind of profile, perhaps with some weight and a strip of flash down the back, might get you something like my Two Bit Hooker. Sure, it takes a bit longer to tie, but having a more durable fly that can be fished on a dropper without additional weight is worth the effort. So sit down, go through the book, and pick out what you like. I urge you to pay attention to the techniques themselves as well as the patterns as you tie—you are certain to pick up a helpful little tidbit here or there. I know from my commercial tying experience that even the most unexciting or least-applicable patterns have always taught me some useful technique or use for a material. I hope that in this book you find your next great epiphany.
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    My goal in this book is not to popularize my own patterns but rather to show new techniques and how I develop my ideas. Hopefully you will take some of these themes and apply them to your own tying.
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    Super Hair provides a beautifully segmented abdomen in a plethora of color combinations for the Jujubee Midge.


  




  Many years ago, I was feverishly tying up a last-minute batch of barracuda flies for an upcoming trip to Belize. It was late at night and my desk was piled high with all sorts of crazy materials. Flash, Super Hair, stick-on eyes, and epoxy all cluttered my work space. I had tied a long hank of chartreuse Super Hair to the bend of a 3/0 saltwater iron to create the elongated body of a needlefish in hopes of luring some poor, overly aggressive barracuda into making a mistake.




  To this day I clearly remember quickly wrapping the threaded bobbin forward over the hook shank when a single strand of that Super Hair tail caught up in the thread and got twisted up the shank along with it. What was at first an annoyance with my sloppy technique quickly became something to give me pause. As I looked at the wound Super Hair, an idea popped into my head that changed both the rest of my evening and, in many ways, my life. I had accidently stumbled upon using an old material in a new way. Though Super Hair has been a staple in saltwater and baitfish patterns for years, it occurred to me that I could wrap it around the hook to create a near perfect midge body. I swept all the saltwater materials to the side of my desk with my arm, dug into my hook drawer for some curved scud hooks, and ventured forth with this new idea perched on my fingertips.
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    Super Hair has become one of my favorite materials. It is tough, cheap, and commonly available in a variety of colors.


  




  At first, I simply tied in a single strand of Super Hair to the shank behind the eye, wrapped over it to the bend, and proceeded to wrap the Super Hair in abutting turns forward to the hook eye. I quickly discovered that using a dark thread killed the translucent properties of the Super Hair. I switched to the smallest white thread I could find (the now-no-longer-available 40-denier Gudebrod 10/0) and found that the Super Hair wrapped over a white thread base made a beautifully segmented body with translucence unlike anything else I had seen. I finished this simple larva pattern off with a black thread head and thought that I just might be on to something.




  Over the course of the next few weeks I continued to play with the Super Hair. Finally, at some point, I decided to add another color for a contrasting rib. Using one strand in each color made for a fly that was a little too busy for me, and I finally smartened up and used two strands of the primary color along with one strand of a contrasting rib color. By mixing and matching the colors, I found I could create bodies that mimicked the natural’s ribbing and segmentation. Using more subtle colors together, like brown and olive, created a muted “camo” type body, while the contrasting colors like chartreuse and black made for much more prominent segmentation.




  Moving on to the wing case and wing buds where I originally used Antron, I later used a then-new material from Umpqua Feather Merchants called Fluoro Fibre. Fluoro Fibre is essentially organza in its raw form. Rather than being woven into a sheet like organza, Fluoro Fibre comes in a hank and is much easier to use.The fiber-optic and light-gathering nature of the Fluoro Fibre made it a perfect choice for the Jujubee’s wing case.The parts were all laid out and the construction was simple from there.




  At the time the Jujubee was being put together, I was guiding on the South Platte River for my daily bread. I stashed my secret pattern in my box and had clients unknowingly field-test the pattern for me on the notoriously tough Cheesman Canyon trout.The fish loved it and I attribute their zeal for the pattern to its prominent segmentation and slightly shiny wing case. It ain’t easy keeping a good thing secret and eventually, my little “SuperMidge” (this is what I called the fly at that time, for lack of a better name) crept out to the other guides. Luckily, the lack of detailed tying tricks that I have now described here kept the others from tying it for their own boxes. I had my little secret pattern all to myself and my friends for the most part for several years.




  It was when Van Rollo convinced me to submit my Charlie Boy Hopper and a few other patterns to Umpqua Feather Merchants that my little midge really got moving. I had tied up a couple dozen sample patterns for the boys at Umpqua to peruse and had lined them up neatly in a large foam fly box for their inspection. There was some space left on one side of the foam box and I felt like I needed to fill it all up, so I went into my midge box and pulled out a few of my secret weapons and stuck them in with the rest. I really thought this pattern was too simple to sell very well, and I included it in the submissions more to fill out the box than from any notion that it would be picked up.




  Turns out I was wrong again. Umpqua’s “Fly Czar,” Bruce Olson, loved the fly and insisted that it, along with my Charlie Boy Hopper, become part of the Umpqua catalog. The only catch was the name of the fly had to be changed to something less generic. “SuperMidge” just wasn’t unique enough, and Bruce asked that I try to come up with something better. I figured that if I were ever to have something this cool happen to me, I ought to share it with those I love and so I named the fly the Jujubee Midge in honor of my daughter Julie. We have called her “Jujubee” since she was born and the name was kind of catchy . . . so the fly became known as the Jujubee Midge. As it turns out, mistakenly wrapping a few strands of Super Hair around the hook may have been the best idea I have ever had.
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    Fluoro Fibre has shine without flash and picks up light well, making it perfect for wings, tails, wing cases, and wing buds. It is available in a host of useful colors.


  




  TYING TIPS




  I have had perhaps a hundred different tiers come to me over the years with the same question and problem: “How do you keep all three strands of Super Hair even and together as you wrap them up the hook shank?” If you tie in the three strands of Super Hair to the bend and then try to wrap the three strands together at a right angle to the hook shank, the fibers will separate as you approach the apex of the hook bend. The solution is not terribly intuitive, but it is simple. The Super Hair strands must be wrapped at a right angle to the tabletop or floor, regardless of the hook’s orientation. The first turn, placed at a right angle to the floor, leaves a tiny gap at the hook bend but also allows the fibers to lie neatly next to each other as you wrap them forward up the hook shank. I elaborate on this technique in the tying steps.




  Tying the wing case and wing buds with too much Fluoro Fibre results in a fly with too much bulk and an overbearing amount of shine. I typically use twelve strands of Fluoro Fibre for the wing cases on a #18 Juju, drop down to ten fibers for a #20, and use eight fibers for the #22s. I encourage you to actually count out a dozen strands of Fluoro Fibre for at least the first few batches of flies. Twelve fibers isn’t a whole lot, and it appears to me that most tiers seem to mistake 40 to 50 fibers for a dozen.




  Using the 2X short-shanked Tiemco 2488 hook makes the nominal length of the #22 plenty small enough for my waters, but for those of you that enjoy fishing with flecks of dust, I suggest using Unique Hair for the smallest of the fly bodies. Unique Hair and Super Hair both come from Best Way Products and are exactly the same, except that the Unique Hair fibers are even thinner than the Super Hair fibers. Unique Hair is too fine for the average size range of #16-22 but works beautifully for the smaller #24-30 versions popular on a certain tailwaters. On these smallest of the small Jujus, I cut the wing case fibers down to about six to keep the fly properly sparse.




  While my very first Jujubees were tied on the Tiemco 2487 scud and light midge hook, I later made the permanent change to the Tiemco 2488. The 2488 has a ring eye that just seems to fit this pattern a bit better and to be honest, other than my own taste in the look of the fly, there is really no reason that either hook wouldn’t work well. I do try to avoid using the Tiemco 2488H, as its heavier wire makes the fly too fat for my eye. I have had requests to tie Jujus on these heavier hooks for folks who fish some of the western tailwaters known for larger than average-sized fish, and while it can be done, I think the fly loses its diminutive and delicate profile. I am in no way conceding that the 2488 is a weak hook, but modern fluorocarbon tippets and fast-action rods allow for much more pressure to be put on a fish these days, and one must keep in mind that the hook has in many cases become the weak link in the system.




  FISHING THE JUJUBEE




  I find the Jujubee imitates midge larvae and pupae equally well and can be fished successfully from the top of the water column to the bottom, depending on where the fish are feeding. Midge larvae and pupae are the most commonly available food on most trout waters, particularly so during the leaner shoulder seasons of fall through spring. Having a pattern like the Jujubee that can mimic either the larval or pupal form in several color combinations has proven to be a tremendous asset to me over the years.




  I most commonly fish the Jujubee on a 9-foot leader with a 5X or 6X tippet in a multiple fly rig, often behind a heavier fly like a Poison Tung. The heavy front fly keeps the Juju down but allows it to find its place in the currents and react as the naturals would. I usually attach a small foam indicator about 1½ times the water depth above the first fly. I generally try to get away with just the heavier fly as a weight, as I have become a true believer in the stealthier approach of using a weighted fly rather than split shot to get the fly down, but I resort to using split shot and lead putty to seal the deal if need be.




  I fish the Jujubee in tailouts and deep pools during colder months, as the fish tend to congregate in these areas. As the water temperatures rise in the spring, the fish move up into the riffles and the heads of pools, and I’ll target them there as well.




  My typical approach begins with scanning the area for signs of visibly feeding fish. Depending on the water depth, I may be looking for an entire fish, the flash of a fish turning to feed, or even just the white inside of a trout’s mouth. It is not uncommon in the winter and early spring to find several fish together in a good seam, picking off emerging pupae. I always try to sight-fish rather than blind- cast, because to me there is just about nothing as boring as watching an indicator drift through slow water. I’m not saying I won’t do it, and I’m not saying I haven’t done it, but given a choice and the prospect of even one visible, feeding fish, I will take the one I can see over the ones I can’t any day. That’s just me.




  I try to cast above and slightly beyond the fishes’ feeding lane so the flies have time to sink both down to their feeding level as well as into their lane. Watch the spot where your flies hit the water when you cast as compared to where they are when you pull them up at the end of the drift. The flies will end up much closer to you than they started because they are tethered to the leader, which is, in turn, tethered to you. Casting beyond the fishes’ lane will allow the flies to drop through the water column to both the proper depth as well as into the proper lane. High-sticking by lifting the rod tip up, slightly above horizontal to the water, will help you to keep track of the drifting flies while also allowing for minor adjustments in the directing of the drift. Keeping the leader and tippet as vertical as possible in the water, without creating drag, will also help them to cut through the water more easily and get down faster than if the line goes through the water at an angle.
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    Jujubees are my go-to midge pupae pattern, and I carry them in a variety of colors and sizes. Ten dollars worth of materials will tie a lifetime supply.


  




  I typically use the small white pinch-on indicators on the leader, more to help me direct the cast and control the drift than to actually indicate a strike. I then watch the fish closely as the flies drift into their zone for any signs of a take. Over the years I have become convinced that the big yawning takes that are so noticeable when watching a trout eat your artificial are really the fish trying to spit the fly out. By the time you see the fish chomping and showing the big white inside of its mouth, it already has the fly and is trying to get rid of it (this is where sticky-sharp hooks become a clear advantage). Waiting for the indicator to twitch can be too little, much too late. Strike gently at any indication of an eat; most often it can be foretold by a more animated movement from the fish or a change in its body language.




  

    JUJUBEE MIDGE




    (OLIVE)




    

      

        	Hook:         



        	 



        	

          #16-22 Tiemco 2488


        

      




      

        	Thread:



        	 



        	

          White 74-denier Lagartun


        

      




      

        	Abdomen:



        	 



        	

          Two strands of olive Super Hair and one strand of black


        

      




      

        	Thorax:



        	 



        	

          Black 8/0 Uni-Thread


        

      




      

        	Wingcase:



        	 



        	

          White Fluoro Fibre


        

      


    


  




  

    TYING THE JUJUBEE MIDGE
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      1. Place the hook in the vise and start the white thread about an eye length back from the hook eye. Do not move the thread back to the bend yet, just let it hang one eye length back for the time being. You do not want to build a thread base, because the final fly is slender.


    


  




  

    [image: image]




    2. Grab two strands of olive and one strand of black Super Hair and pull them out of the clump. Line the Super Hair strands up and draw them between your fingers, stretching them just slightly to remove some of the kinkiness of the fibers and make them a bit easier to work with. Clip all three strands so their ends are even and lay them across the near side of the hook shank.
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    3. Bring the thread up and capture all three strands with a loop of thread along the near side of the shank. Pull the long front ends down as close to the hook as you can and continue wrapping back over the three strands all the way back to about halfway down the bend, taking care to keep them aligned along the near side of the shank.
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    4. Return the thread to the starting point, taking care to make a smooth thread base as you go. I try to make abutting turns of thread here as I move forward to keep the underbody smooth and flat and to completely cover the shank with a smooth layer of white thread.
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    5. Bring all three strands of Super Hair around the hook bend and up on the near side of the shank. Make sure to pull directly up on the three strands to align them perpendicular to the tabletop. Pull hard on the Super Hair and perhaps even rock the fibers back and forth a bit so they line up in a neat little row. You want the three strands lined up and not twisted at all.
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    6. Begin wrapping all three strands forward, taking care to keep the wraps parallel to each other as you go.
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    7. Continue wrapping the strands of Super Hair forward up to the starting point and tie them off with three tight turns of thread. Clip the excess Super Hair flush with the shank.
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    8. Whip-finish and clip the white thread.
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    9. Start the black 8/0 thread right on top of the tie-off point. Make a turn or two over the front edge of the abdomen to assure that everything overlaps nicely.
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    10. Separate ten strands of Fluoro Fibre from the clump and cut them loose. Cut one end so all the fiber tips are square and tie them in to the top of the front edge of the abdomen with two turns of thread.
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    11. Pull the long end of the Fluoro Fibre back to shorten the front end so it is just short of the thread wraps holding it down.
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    12. Build a thorax with the black thread in the shape of an elongated oval, ending just short of the hook eye. Be sure you have a bit of bare shank just behind the eye to complete the rest of the fly.
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    13. Pull the Fluoro Fibre forward over the top of the thorax and tie it down with two turns of thread just behind the hook eye.
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    14. Divide the front ends of the Fluoro Fibre in half (five strands per side).
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    15. Pull half the Fluoro Fibre strands back along the near side of the hook, just slightly below the shank. Hold this side a bit below the shank and make a thread wrap over them to pin them along the side of the hook. The thread torque will pull the fibers up from below the shank to the side of the shank as you wrap over them.
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    16. Pull the other half of the fibers back along the far side of the shank, but this time hold them slightly above the shank, so that the thread torque will pull them down and in line with the shank as you tie them down.
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    17. The wing buds should now be lined up perfectly along the sides of the hook shank as shown here. Build a small but prominent thread head.
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    18. Whip-finish and clip the thread.
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    19. Trim the wing buds just a touch longer than the wing case, taking care to keep both sides even as you trim them.
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    20. Top view.


  




  

    JUJUBEE MIDGE (OLIVE)
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        	Hook:            



        	

          #16-22 Tiemco 2488


        

      




      

        	Thread:



        	

          White 74-denier Lagartun


        

      




      

        	Abdomen:



        	

          




          Two strands of olive Super Hair and one strand of black


        

      




      

        	Thorax:



        	

          Black 8/0 Uni-Thread


        

      




      

        	Wing Case:



        	

          White Fluoro Fibre


        

      


    


  




  

    JUJUBEE MIDGE (BROWN)
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        	Hook:            



        	

          #16-22 Tiemco 2488


        

      




      

        	Thread:



        	

          White 74-denier Lagartun


        

      




      

        	Abdomen:



        	

          




          Two strands of dark brown Super Hair and one strand of white


        

      




      

        	Thorax:



        	

          Camel 8/0 Uni-Thread


        

      




      

        	Wing Case:



        	

          White Fluoro Fibre


        

      


    


  




  

    JUJUBEE MIDGE (ZEBRA)
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        	Hook:            



        	

          #16-22 Tiemco 2488


        

      




      

        	Thread:



        	

          White 74-denier Lagartun


        

      




      

        	Abdomen:



        	

          




          Two strands of black Super Hair and one strand of white


        

      




      

        	Thorax:



        	

          Black 8/0 Uni-Thread


        

      




      

        	Wing Case:



        	

          White Fluoro Fibre


        

      


    


  




  

    JUJUBEE MIDGE (RED)
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        	Hook:            



        	

          #16-22 Tiemco 2488


        

      




      

        	Thread:



        	

          White 74-denier Lagartun


        

      




      

        	Abdomen:



        	

          




          Two strands of red Super Hair and one strand of white


        

      




      

        	Thorax:



        	

          Red 8/0 Uni-Thread


        

      




      

        	Wing Case:



        	

          White Fluoro Fibre


        

      


    


  




  

    JUJUBEE MIDGE (CHARTREUSE)
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        	Hook:            



        	

          #16-22 Tiemco 2488


        

      




      

        	Thread:



        	

          White 74-denier Lagartun


        

      




      

        	Abdomen:



        	

          




          Two strands of green chartreuse Super Hair and one strand of black


        

      




      

        	Thorax:



        	

          Black 8/0 Uni-Thread


        

      




      

        	Wing Case:



        	

          White Fluoro Fibre


        

      


    


  




  

    JUJUBEE MIDGE (BLUE)
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        	Hook:            



        	

          #16-22 Tiemco 2488


        

      




      

        	Thread:



        	

          White 74-denier Lagartun


        

      




      

        	Abdomen:



        	

          




          Two strands of navy blue Super Hair and one strand of green chartreuse


        

      




      

        	Thorax:



        	

          Black 8/0 Uni-Thread


        

      




      

        	Wing Case:



        	

          White Fluoro Fibre
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    I developed the Jumbo Juju to imitate the larger midges found in lakes and reservoirs throughout the country.


  




  Over the last several years, Colorado anglers have gotten on the stillwater train as a way to start their season a bit earlier in the year and in some cases avoid some of the more crowded early season tailwaters. What these anglers found is that some of the best fishing in the state, both in fish size and numbers, occurs in our shallow, high country reservoirs. Many other states have reservoirs and lakes like ours and we Coloradoans might just have been the last to recognize this opportunity. Oregon and Washington anglers have been clued in to the stillwater fishing angle for many years now, and their record on pattern and technique development speaks for itself. I love discovering anything new to me in the fly-fishing realm, and the stillwater opportunities available here in Colorado are sure to get any fisherman’s blood pumping. Large lakes and reservoirs are home to some of the biggest fish but are often overlooked by fly anglers who disdain the usual approach of throwing out a Woolly Bugger and stripping it back in. Both the size and numbers of fish available in these impoundments can be astonishing and should not be overlooked, particularly early in the season.




  I developed the Jumbo Juju to imitate the larger midges found in lakes and reservoirs throughout the country.




  A Chironomid (pronounced “ker-on-uh-mid”) is a large, lake-dwelling midge pupa that emerges in our high-altitude reservoirs early in the year and remains all summer. These giant midges can grow as large as a #8 3XL hook, and get down as small as about #18. These are the first active insects of the year in most lakes, and the trout feed heavily on them right from the get-go.




  Chironomids themselves are not so funny, but the pronunciation of that word by customers coming into our shop has been butchered in so many ways it’s sometimes hard to keep a straight face. Chrominoids, sheronamids, kernamids, shamwows, chironowiches, humanoids, and chironomidges are just a few of the flies we’ve been asked for, and it becomes pretty easy to decipher this strange code after a few weeks in the spring and early summer.




  I thought I knew a lot about fishing these midges in lakes until I watched Ralph and Lisa Cutter’s DVD called Bugs of the Underworld: The Natural History of Aquatic Insects.While most of the secondhand information I have gleaned over the years from a variety of different books has suggested that these insects work their way feebly toward the surface to hatch, the Cutters’ DVD shows them in a whole different light. Filmed almost entirely underwater, this video has changed the way I think about more than one insect hatch and has made me reconsider what I thought I knew about most of them. Of particular note in this film is the footage of a large Chironomid pupa emerging toward the surface. Where I expected to see a bug being slowly and gently buoyed to the surface with the oft-mentioned gas bubble, I instead witnessed the pupa vigorously whipping its back end to and fro and swimming like a minnow to the top. This motion was not at all delicate or slow and the bug seemed in complete control of its path to the surface. After all my years in this game, I still love learning new things. This video will change the way you look at insects and certainly challenge what you have been led to believe. Watch it and you’ll be a better angler for it.




  As the name implies, the Jumbo Juju is a variation of the Jujubee Midge. At first I simply tied an oversized version of the standard Juju on a long-shanked hook, but I found that the closely striated ribbing sort of lost its effect on the larger fly. I turned to using a few strands of each color rather than the 2 to 1 ratio in the smaller sister pattern, and with a bit of tweaking found a technique that creates a beautifully barred body with great segmentation and translucence.




  Some of the first patterns I tied with the new body technique had poly-yarn bow tie heads, common on many midge patterns, to imitate the natural’s prominent gills. Somewhere along the way someone came up with the idea of using a painted white bead for the head on flies like this, and given my propensity and attraction to heavy flies, I jumped right on this idea. For a while I tied my new Chiro with a bow tie and a white bead until an expert lake fisherman friend of mine mentioned, almost in passing, that he liked the white beads on his midges because he could skip the white tufts at the head of the fly. It struck me like a ton of bricks that adding both was redundant. So I sheepishly took the bow tie off and proceeded with just a simple white bead head.




  The train of thought that led to the addition of a Thin Skin wing case and opal tinsel flashback came when I was sitting in my float tube one day staring at a million midge shucks floating on the surface of the water. Their iridescence was overwhelming, and I figured the trout had to be able to pick up on this farther down the water column. The corresponding flashback was added to the top of the wing case of my rapidly developing pattern, and I filled in the thorax with a bit of fine dark dubbing to round out the prominent thorax. When I tied the first version of this new pattern it struck me that leaving the flashback exposed across the top of a Thin Skin wing case was just asking for trouble. I had learned this lesson many years back when I got lazy and reasoned that skipping the epoxy top coat on a batch of Copper Johns would make no difference. I was quickly slapped in the face by the fact that no matter how tightly you tie that flash in, it will pull out when you fish and handle the fly, leaving a short, flashy stub hanging off the top of the fly. Of course the solution to this was to just take the time to coat the wing cases with epoxy, so I bit the bullet and added this somewhat time-consuming step to my new fly, although I later stretched that epoxy coat all the way down the dorsal surface of the fly, both to create an emergent halo of light around the fly and to add overall durability to the pattern.




  The last part I added to the fly came after a year or two of fishing the Jumbo Juju. I tied a small nub of thread at the bend of the fly and colored it with a red permanent marker. This nub’s purpose was twofold: it helped keep the Super Hair strands from sliding down around the bend, and with the little hot shot of color (the marker will bleed up into the thread underbody as well, adding a bit of subtle color to the whole rear end of the fly), the fly matched the natural’s glowing red butt brought on by the super oxygenated hemoglobin they produce upon emergence. After several years and variations, I felt I finally had this pattern ready enough to share with others, and it has turned out to be a killing pattern for many of my friends and customers alike.




  Given the rainbow of colors that the natural midges come in, I thought it prudent to tie up several color variations of this fly. This spectrum includes a black and white version tied with three strands of black Super Hair and two strands of white, a blood-colored version tied with three strands of burnt orange and two strands of dark brown (these colors blend together nicely to create a reddish-brown hue), and an olive version tied with three strands of olive Super Hair and two strands of black. These three versions seem to match most of the bugs I cross paths with, although I have also tied the “Bleeder” version of three strands of black, one strand of red, and one strand of white to accentuate the reddish tones the naturals sometimes take on. Of course an all-red version is quite valuable to have hanging around in the box too—you know, just in case.




  

     [image: image]





    Dennis Collier and I developed the Collier Fine-Tipped Bodkin. The short, fine tip makes applying delicate and precise coats of epoxy much easier than with the traditional long-needle bodkins.


  




  FISHING THE JUMBO JUJU




  My usual method of fishing the Jumbo Juju involves a floating line and a slip indicator designed to break loose and slide down the line when a fish is hooked. I start by attaching my fly or flies as described below, but most importantly by determining the depth of the water. Some guys have depth finders these days to help with this step, but I am sort of old school in that I pinch my forceps onto the bend of the bottom fly and drop them in the water. When they stop sinking, I move the indicator a foot closer to them so the flies will hang just over the bottom (or the top of the weeds) and then gingerly retrieve my forceps. Some smarter guys carry a small bundle of bell sinkers to serve this same purpose, and I know at least one guy who uses a spark plug. Smarter.




  To the end of my floating line I attach a long length of 2X fluorocarbon tippet. The length of this piece will vary depending on water depth, but it is generally 5 to 12 feet long. To the end of this heavier line I attach a piece of 3X or 4X fluorocarbon tippet that is about two feet in length, and I’ll attach the first fly to that. I have been known to fish three of the same color fly if the fish have really shown a preference for one tone, but I generally try to mix the sizes and colors up a bit until the fish decide which one they like. The more I fish the more I have come to believe that the depth of the fly is far more critical than the exact pattern, as even the best pattern on earth can’t do its job if the fish are always swimming well under or over it.




  I’ll usually add a second fly tied to a section of 4X fluoro off the bend of the first with a clinch knot and drop it down another 12 to 18 inches. One handy and fly-saving consideration to keep in mind, and much to the contrary of my sometimes greed-driven multi-fly rigs, is that once you’ve figured out the depth at which the fish are cruising, it’s a good idea to pare the rig down to the single fly that is at the right depth. Cutting things back like this makes the rig much easier to handle and keeps you from losing three flies at a time on a hot fish.




  Many lake fish are broad-shouldered steelhead replicas that rip off 50 yards of line before you even realize you have them on. Broken tippets and straightened hooks are part of the game, but a few considerations will help minimize these issues. I fish with a light drag on my reel and depend on the drag of the line in the water to create all the tension I need on these larger fish.




  Generally just hanging a Chironomid at the right depth under an indicator is all it takes to draw the attention of fish during an emergence, and any wave action can bounce your indicator enough to impart some up-and-down action to the fly. Recalling that big midge in the Cutter video has prompted me to experiment with a steady sweep of the rod trip to draw the flies steadily toward the surface on calmer waters or when the bite seems to go off a bit. I draw the rod up with a smooth lift and then slowly pick up the slack line with a hand twist retrieve. I’ve had some rod-bending takes at the start of this lift and even more super-subtle eats as the fly starts descending back down after the lift. It pays to change up the technique and depth more often than changing patterns, as getting the fly in front of the fish is more than half the battle.




  I am the absolute most impatient fisherman on the planet and can get incredibly bored if left to simply watch an indicator, but luckily for me, lake fishing at the right time and place can pay off with obscene numbers of fish, any number of which could turn out to be the biggest fish you land all season.
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