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      Slave houses on a plantation.

    


    Chapter One


    SLAVERY


    The first slaves came to the American colonies in 1619. A Dutch ship traded twenty Africans for food at Jamestown. This meant slavery began only twelve years after the colony began.


    These first Africans were considered a type of servant. They could earn their freedom. As the years went by, though, this changed. Soon, Africans were sold as slaves in the Americas. And these slaves did not have any way to become free.


    Buying slaves was cheaper than paying workers. So Americans told themselves it was okay to own other people. They said black people weren’t as good as white people. They even said blacks weren’t really human. They said the Africans were better off in North America, too. These things weren’t true. People used these arguments to make themselves believe slavery was okay.
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    At first, Americans mostly used slaves to work on tobacco farms. Tobacco was hard on the soil, though. It used up the soil quickly. Once that happened, the land was no longer good to grow crops. Farmers had to keep finding new land for their tobacco fields. This got expensive. Also, people in Britain stopped buying as much tobacco.


    The number of slaves had grown a lot, too. Children had been born to the Africans. Some slave owners had more slaves than they had work for them to do. The owners had to make sure the slaves had food, clothes, and a place to sleep. That cost a lot of money. Some people started to think it would be best to free their slaves.


    Then, in 1793, Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin. The cotton gin was a machine that took the seeds out of cotton. Before this, the seeds had to be taken out by hand. This took a very long time. Not many people grew cotton, since it was so hard to clean out the seeds.


    The cotton gin, though, made it easy. Suddenly, everyone wanted to grow cotton. Slave owners stopped thinking about freeing their slaves. Instead, they built huge cotton farms called plantations. The slaves worked on the cotton plantations.


    Some people got very rich growing cotton. They built big houses and owned hundreds of slaves. These are the slave owners people usually think of today. Not all slave owners were rich, though. A lot of them were ordinary working people. Most slave owners owned only a few slaves.


    Only the poorest white people in the South didn’t own slaves. But even these people usually said slavery was a good thing. This might have been partly because they hoped that someday they would get rich. Then they would be able to own slaves themselves.


    Sometimes, people did free their slaves. They freed them as a reward for good service. Some people freed their slaves only if they were too old or sick to work. These slave owners weren’t really being kind. If they freed slaves who couldn’t work, the owners didn’t have to look after them anymore. These slaves then had to find some way to take care of themselves.
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      Eli Whitney

    


    Freed slaves also had to deal with racism. Because almost all black people in the United States were slaves in the early 1800s, they couldn’t blend in. If people saw a black person, they usually assumed he was a slave. Sometimes free black people were captured and sold again as slaves. People said they must have been runaway slaves. Or else whites just didn’t care whether or not they were runaways.
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1619-A Dutch 1850-The Compromise of

ship trades twenty 1850. It tries to make both
Africans to the the North and the South
Jamestown settlers. happy. Part of the law is
These first Africans

the Fugitive Slave Act.

are treated more like
servants than slaves.

1856—-People who want
slavery and people who don’t
want slavery move to Kansas
to vote. They start fighting
with each other.

1793~Eli Whitney cre-
ates the cotton gin.

May 1856—-Senator Charles
Sumner gives a speech against
slavery. Two days later, a senator
from South Carolina attacks him
in Congress. People in the North
are angry. People in the South
are happy that someone finally
stood up to the North.

1820-The Missouri
Compromise is passed.
No slave states are i
allowed to be created
north of Missouri's
southern border.

1858—Abraham

Lincoln runs against
Stephen Douglas in
the lllinois Senate race.
They argue about the
expansion of slavery.
Lincoln is against it and
Douglas is for it. Doug-
las wins the election.

1860-South Carolina
is unhappy that Lincoln
is President. South
Carolina drops out

of the United States.
Next to drop out are

1861-The Southern states
form the Confederate
States of America. The
Confederate Army attacks
Fort Sumter in South
Carolina. The head of

the troops at Fort Sumter
knows he can't win. He
gives up the fort to South
Carolina. This Is the first
battle of the Civil War.

Autumn 1864~Union General William T. £
Sherman’s March to the Sea. Sherman

burns houses and entire cities on his way
through Georgia. He reaches Savannah in

July 1-3, 1863-The Battle
of Gettysburg. It is one of
the biggest battles ever
fought. The North wins the
battle. From here on, things
g0 better for the North.

November 1863—President Lin-
coln makes a famous speech
at the Soldiers’ National Cem-
etery in Gettysburg.

April 14, 1865—President Abra-
ham Lincoln is killed. John Wilkes
Booth shoots him during a play
at Ford’s Theater. Lincoln dies the
next morning.

March 2, 1867-Congress
passes the Reconstruction Act.
Southern state governments
are broken up. Northern troops |
are left in the South to keep
control of it.

S

L

April

9, 1865-Confederate Gen-

eral Robert E. Lee surrenders to

Lee's

December. He writes to President Lincoln

offering him the city as a Christmas gift.

Union General Ulysses S. Grant.

surrender ends the Civil War.

September 22, 1862-Lincoln

( i \

e

1876~The presidential election
doesn’t produce a winner. Both the

Republicans and the Democrats think
that they won. After some arguing,
the Republicans win. The new presi-
dent is Rutherford B. Hayes.

Mississippi, Florida,
Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana and Texas.

makes the Emancipation Proc-
lamation. It says that all slaves
are free. It makes the war more
about ending slavery.

1846-1848-The Mexican
War is fought over Texas.
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African people were brought to the New World under
extreme conditions, then forced to live as slaves.
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