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1 The Story of the Kelp Monster


“Race you to the top of the sandcastle!” Simon Seahorse cried.

He was talking to his best friend, Olive Octopus. The sandcastle on the school playground was their favorite place to hang out during recess.

But as Simon and Olive got ready to race, something caught Simon’s eye. It was his eel friend, Nix. She was over by the seaweed swings with a small crowd of their classmates. She was talking in a loud voice and making grand gestures with her long tail.
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“Hey, what’s going on over there?” Simon asked.

Olive glanced over. “Let’s go see!” she said.

When Simon and Olive swam closer, they realized that Nix was telling a story. The others were listening with wide eyes.

“And they say,” Nix whispered, “that the Kelp Monster has been haunting the Kelp Forest ever since.”

There was a long, spooky silence.
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“Is that true?” a young parrotfish finally asked.

“Oh, yes,” Lionel, Simon’s clownfish classmate, jumped in. “I heard about the monster from my sister. She said its teeth are sharper than a red-bellied piranha’s.”

“I heard it’s bigger than a whale shark!” cried a lobster from another class. “And that it destroys the kelp in the Kelp Forest!”
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Nix nodded. “My cousin said the fish that live there are so scared, some of them are talking about moving!”

“Those are just stories,” Cam Crab cut in. “Have any of you actually seen the monster?”
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Everyone was quiet again. It seemed that no one had.

“What about you, Simon?” Nix asked. “You must have some good stories about the Kelp Monster.”

Everyone turned to look at Simon. Usually, he was ready to jump into a tale full of danger and excitement, but this was the first time he’d ever even heard of the Kelp Monster. For once he didn’t have anything to say!
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“I—I don’t,” Simon admitted. “Sorry.”

The others looked disappointed as they went back to talking about the monster.

“Come on, Simon,” Olive said. “Let’s go to the sandcastle before the bell rings.”
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As they swam away, Simon thought about Nix’s story. Was there really a monster living in the Kelp Forest?

“Hey Olive,” he began. “What if—”

“Nope,” she said, cutting him off.

“You don’t even know what I’m going to say!” Simon protested.

“Oh yes I do,” said Olive. “And I’m not going anywhere near that Kelp Monster.”

Simon laughed. Olive knew him better than anyone. That was one reason they were best friends. Another was that when Simon’s imagination ran wild, Olive was there to pull him back to reality. And Simon was always there to encourage Olive to be a little more adventurous.
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As Simon thought about adventure, he settled on something. He was going to find the Kelp Monster. He just had to convince Olive to go with him.
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2 The Turtle Trolley


It was almost the end of the day and Simon was still trying to figure out how to get Olive to go with him to the Kelp Forest. Maybe if he promised he’d be patient while she examined coral specimens under her microscope? She was always asking him about that.

Or maybe if he wrote a special story just for her. Or maybe—

“Simon? Sea to Simon?” Simon’s thoughts were interrupted by a voice. It belonged to Olive.
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