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  Welcome to Key West




  Welcome to this spot on earth, perched on coral rock and limestone, with its profusion of culture, color, and fun. Only 3 miles by 5 miles, this tiny paradise packs a tropical punch for your senses. Forget the black-and-white world you left behind. When you arrive in Key West, life suddenly turns to Technicolor. By day we are the golden sun that rises over the ocean, glows brightly and then, in ardent shades of red, dips ever-so-gently beneath the Gulf horizon. As darkness enfolds, we are the cornucopia of stars that seem to gleam more brilliantly here in our endless skies than anywhere else.
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  Planning Your Itinerary




  Key West offers a full array of activities and we give you the tools in this guide to plan your own days and nights. But first things first: remove your socks. You won’t need them here. Don your shorts. They are de rigueur. Slip on those shades. How else can you see? And reset your watch. The pace is slower here; you’re on Keys time now.




  The two PopOut maps give you an overview of Key West and a detailed view of the downtown area. You’ll find these maps to be an invaulable resource. Please remember that establishments may change location or close, so it’s always best to call ahead.
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  Getting Here, Getting Around




  Getting Here




  Although Key West is the Florida destination of choice for thousands of visitors each year, do not expect to arrive here via commercial jetliner. Air service to this island in the sun is of the commuter variety. The planes are small, and flights are often overbooked during peak seasons, especially in January and February, so be sure to arrive early to check in for your flight. Key West International Airport (3491 South Roosevelt Blvd., Key West; 305-296-5439; www.keywestinternationalairport.com) opened a new facility in 2009. Commercial flights are provided by the following airlines:




  

    	
American Eagle (American Airlines, 800-433-7300, www.aa.com): American Eagle offers connecting service to a multitude of American Airlines flights via Miami.




    	
Cape Air (305-293-0603, 800-352-0714, www.flycapeair.com): Cape Air provides scheduled service between Key West and Fort Lauderdale as well as southwest Florida airports in Naples and Fort Myers.




    	
Continental Connection, operated by Gulfstream International Airlines (305-294-9460; 800-523-3273, domestic; 800-231-0856, international; www.gulfstreamair.com): Gulfstream provides feeder service to Key West for both Continental Airlines and United Airlines. Flights from Key West connect through Miami, Tampa, and Fort Lauderdale.




    	
Delta Air Lines (800-221-1212, www.delta.com): Comair, the Delta Connection, offers service between Key West and Atlanta, where you can pick up any number of connecting flights on Delta Airlines.




    	
USAir Express (800-428-4322, 800-943-5436, www.usair.com): USAir Express offers flights from Key West to Miami and Tampa, Florida and Charlotte, North Carolina, where you can connect with many USAir flights.


  




  By Sea




  Long a bustling port, Key West Harbor is still busy—full of commercial traffic, tourist-filled tour boats, and visiting cruise ships. If you choose to navigate your motor or sailing craft to Key West from the Atlantic, come in through the main ship channel, which is marked S.E. CHANNEL ON THE CHARTS. From the Gulf take the N.W. Channel until it intersects with the main ship channel. You can anchor out in protected areas of the harbor or put into one of the comprehensive Key West marinas.




  By Car




  The Overseas Highway tethers our islands to the mainland like a long umbilical cord. Addresses along this common main street are issued by mile markers, designated as MM. The highway actually curves and drifts toward the southwest, rendering it all but impossible to refer to directions as “north to here” or “south to there.” Here in the Keys everything is grounded by a mile marker.




  As you head toward Key West, mile marker numbers descend in order. Anyplace on the right side of the road bordering Florida Bay or the Gulf of Mexico is referred to as bayside. The opposite side of the road, bordering the Atlantic Ocean, is therefore called oceanside.




  i Directions to the Keys from Miami International Airport via Florida’s Turnpike: Take LeJeune Road south to Highway 836 West. As you approach the ramp, get in the right-hand lane. Be aware, however, that a frontage-road access just before the sign and arrow often lures confused first-timers into turning too soon. The ramp is actually just after the sign and arrow. Follow Highway 836 West to Florida’s Turnpike South, Homestead. Continue on Florida’s Turnpike until it ends in Florida City at US 1. Continue south on US 1 to the Keys.




  So addresses on the Overseas Highway will usually be referred to by both mile marker number and a bayside or ocean-side distinction.




  Parking




  There are simply too many cars in Old Town Key West and too few places to put them. Patrons of the shops and restaurants in Duval Square (1075 Duval St.) will find free parking available in an adjacent lot accessed from Simonton St. Free parking for patrons of some Duval St. restaurants, shops, and bars may also be available in designated lots off either Whitehead or Simonton streets, both of which run parallel to Duval. Metered curbside parking is, of course, available on several downtown streets, including Duval, Whitehead, and Simonton, as well as along most of the streets that intersect them. Special curbside parking areas are designated for scooters and mopeds; do not leave vehicles on the sidewalk. All-day parking is available for at several privately owned lots on either side of Duval St.; watch for the lot attendants holding cardboard signs. You might also consider one of the convenient parking facilities described below.




  Getting Around




  On Foot




  Strolling Key West is a great way to work off the pounds you’ll be packing on by grazing the tempting kiosks, juice bars, ice-cream shops, restaurants, and, of course, bars of Key West. The sidewalk-lined streets in Old Town often front little-known lanes where unusual shops or galleries hide beneath ancient foliage. You’ll miss these—and much of the mystery and charm of this southernmost city—if you don’t get out of your car and walk a bit. You can explore on your own or take advantage of one of the many guided tours that are available (see our Attractions chapter for options).




  On Moped or Bicycle




  Key West is the perfect place to explore by moped and lends itself to bike riding with its quaint neighborhoods, alluring side streets, and lack of parking spaces., although we wouldn’t recommend riding in the Mallory Square/lower Duval St. area or along North Roosevelt Blvd., which are heavily congested with people, automobiles, and delivery trucks. Many places rent a choice of either mopeds or bicycles by the hour, day, overnight, or week. Some rental choices: Adventure Scooter & Bicycle Rentals, 2900 North Roosevelt Blvd. (and five other locations), (305) 293-9933; The Bicycle Center, 523 Truman Ave., (305) 294-4556; Bike Shop, 1110 Truman Ave. (305) 294-1073; Bone Island Cycle, 1910 North Roosevelt Blvd, (305) 293-9877; Eaton Bikes, 830 Eaton St., (305) 294-8188; Island Bicycles & Skateboards, 929 Truman Ave., (305) 292-9707; Moped Hospital, 601 Truman Ave., (305) 296-3344; Paradise Rentals, 105 Whitehead St., (305) 292-6441; Randall J’s Scooter Rentals, 505 Greene St. (and five other locations), (305) 296-0208; and Tropical Bicycle Rentals, 1300 Duval St., (305) 294-8136.




  i Another option on the self-propelled transportation scene is Electric Cars of Key West (100 Grinnell St.; 305-294-0995). These egg-shaped electric vehicles are eerily quiet and understandably slow. They seat two or four, have no doors, and top out at 25 mph, making them ideal for an island where the speed limits never go above 35.




  Public Transportation




  By Bus




  Public transport city buses, many of which are brightly decorated with the works of local artists, circle the island of Key West several times a day along color-coded routes Signs at all of the bus stops sport colored dots to indicate the routes they serve. Remember that this is an island where the buses traverse in a great big circle. You simply cannot get lost if you stay on a particular bus since it will eventually return to the stop where you boarded it. For more information call the Key West Department of Transportation (KWDOT) for directions (627 Palm Ave.; 305-292-8160; www.keywestcity.com). At press time the fare was $1.00 for adults, free for children younger than age five, and .50 cents for seniors (but seniors must first obtain a senior identification card for $2 at the KWDOT office). The bus drivers do not carry change, so you must have exact fare.




  i Take a tour of Key West the slow-and-easy way in a velotaxi, better known as a pedicab (Paradise Pedicab; 401 Southard St.; 305-292-0077). These bicycle-powered vehicles are a great way to feel the warm breeze on your face and breathe in the tropical air as your cyclist narrates the sights. A most unique mode of transportation in this most unique town.




  By Trolley




  Listen to a narrative of historic Key West on this continuous loop Trolley Tour (Old Town Trolley Tours of Key West; Key West Welcome Center; 3840 North Roosevelt Blvd.; 305-395-4958, 800-213-2474; www.historictours.com). Although this transportation option is promoted and sold as a 90-minute tour, you can hop on and off the trolley as many times per day as you wish. It’s one hassle-free way to shop, dine, or take in the myriad attractions Key West has to offer. Parking is free at the Key West Welcome Center, where you can also buy tickets and board the trolley. Day-trippers will find the welcome center readily accessible upon entry into Key West.
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  By Taxi




  Try Airport Cab Company (305-292-1111), Five 6’s Cab Company (305-296-6666, www.keywesttaxi.com), or Friendly Cab Company (305-295-5555).




  i An infamous bumper sticker seen frequently in the Keys is SLOW DOWN, THIS AIN’T THE MAINLAND. Slow and easy is the way most of the locals like, and that mindset is part of the required daily dose of living in paradise.




  Accommodations




  Selections here are mostly based on attributes of rooms, service, location, and overall ambience. For additional listings of B&Bs and guesthouse, see the PopOut maps.




  Price Code Key




  This key is based on high-season room rates for double occupancy without additional fees and without the 11.5 percent room tax.




  

    

      	$



      	$100 and less

    




    

      	$$



      	$100–$150

    




    

      	$$$



      	$151–$250

    




    

      	$$$$



      	$251 and above

    


  




  Beachside Resort and Conference Center $$$$




  3841 North Roosevelt Blvd.




  (305) 296-8100, (800) 546-0885




  www.beachsidekeywest.com




  Proudly standing sentinel at the entrance to Key West on Roosevelt Blvd., on the banks of the Gulf of Mexico, you will discover the newest resort to open in this southernmost city. With no expenses spared, this up-scale property is impressive. There are 222 rooms, all dressed up in designer furniture, flat screen TVs, and marble to marvel you, everywhere! Elegance abounds here, but still with a Key West charm about the property. There is a heated pool on the grounds.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Beachside Resort and
Conference Center 3H

Casa Marina Resort and Beach
Club 6C

The Inn at Key West 3F

The Reach Resort 6C
Southernmost Hotel 6B
Southernmost on the Beach 6C

RESTAURANTS

Ambrosia Japanese
Restaurant 6C

El Siboney 5C

Fausto’s Food Palace 5C

Jose’s Cantina 4C

Louie's Backyard 6C

Mattheessen’s 4th of July Ice
Cream Parlor 5C

Salute 6C
Sandy’s Café 5C
Strip House 6C

ATTRACTIONS

African Cemetery at Higgs
Beach SE

East Martello Museum 5G

Florida Keys Eco-Discovery
Center 4B

Joe Allen Garden Center 6D

The Key West Butterfly &
Nature Conservatory 68

Key West Tropical Forest and
Botanical Garden 2H

Key West Wildlife Center 6D

Mel Fisher Maritime Heritage
Society and Museum 6D

National Weather Service
Station 5C

Old Town Trolley Tours 3H
The Southernmost Point 6B

OUTDOOR RECREATION
Adventure Charters 3H

Appledore Charter
Windjammer 4B

Bayview Park 5C
Bayview Park Tennis 5C
Dream Catcher Charters 2H

Fort Zachary Taylor Historic
State Park 6A

Higgs Beach and C. B. Harvey
Rest Beach 6C

Island Aeroplane Tours 5G
Island City Tennis 5C

Key West Golf Club 2H
Key West Tennis Too 6C
Key West Water Sports 6C
The Keys to Key West 2H

Mosquito Coast Island
Outitters 2H

Restless Native Charters 4B
Seaplanes of Key West SF
Smathers Beach SE

Sunny Days Catamaran 48
Sunset Watersports SE
‘White Knuckle Thrill Boat 2H
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Yankee Fleet Ferry 4B

ARTS & CULTURE

Key West Symphony
Orchestra 5C
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Center 2H
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The Afterdeck Bar at Louie’s
Backyard 6C

Splash Bar at the Radisson 3H

Stick and Stein Sports Rock
Cafe 3F
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