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Words to Understand
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A social network is an online site for people to communicate and share information.


A psychiatrist is a kind of doctor who is an expert on diagnosing and treating mental illness.


Technology is the tools people have created to do work for them. Technology is becoming more and more advanced in the twenty-first century.


Computer programming involves creating instructions that tell a computer what to do. Computer programming can be used to create computer software like games or helpful programs used in business.


Computer software can describe any program that you use on your computer, whether a game or application used for work.


Potential is the possibility that someone may become something greater in the future than what he is right now.


A prodigy is someone who is very talented at something at a very early age.


A passion for something is a feeling of great interest and excitement for that thing.





CHAPTER ONE


Mark Gets Started


On June 8, 2010, the online social network known as Facebook did something far more important than connect “friends.” It sparked a revolution.


That was the day when Wael Ghonim, a twenty-nine-year-old Google marketing executive, came across an image on Facebook that made him angry. The photograph showed a young man named Khaled Mohamed Said who had been beaten to death by the Egyptian police. Wael knew he had to take action. So he created a Facebook page. On it he wrote, “Today they killed Khaled. If I don’t act for his sake, tomorrow they will kill me.” He named the Facebook page “We Are All Khaled Said.”
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Today, Mark is one of the most successful people working in online business. He’s changed the way people think about the Internet and created a hugely successful company. But he had to work hard to create the company that would change his life.


Two minutes after his Facebook page went live, three hundred people had joined it. That number climbed to a quarter million in three months. And then the voices on the Facebook page spilled out into Egypt’s streets. Wael’s Facebook page helped ignite the uprising that eventually led to Egypt’s president resigning. It became a powerful part of the movement that’s come to be known as the Arab Spring. Wael’s willingness to speak out proved that one person can start a change that spreads like wildfire. But he couldn’t have done it without Facebook.


“When you give everyone a voice,” says Mark Zuckerberg, the founder of Facebook, “and give people power, the system usually ends up in a really good place. So, what we view our role as, is giving people that power.”


That’s what Mark has done through Facebook. He’s given people all around the world a place to have a voice. And by doing that, he’s helped to change the world in unexpected ways.
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